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rpO  freely  examine  and  correct  pad  and  prefent  errors, 
and  to  prevent,  if  poflible,  future  deludon  in  the  treat- 
ment of  venereal  complaints,  has  the  fubfequent  Work  been 
written.  A difcordance  of  opinion  long  prevailed  amongtl 
pradtitioners  of  the  fird  eminence  in  Europe  concerning 
powerful  falivations.  Adruc  and  Boerhaave  were  its  advo- 
cates, and  molt  of  the  fuperintendants  of  the  principal 
hofpitals  in  France,  Italy,  Germany,  Holland,  &c.  im- 
plicitly adhered  to  the  dodtrine ; though  many  of  the  fame 
furgeons,  in  their  private  practice,  were  lefs  violent  in  the 
adminidration  of  mercury,  and  yet  effedtually  cured  the 
generality  of  patients  *. 

The  irregularities  in  diet  of  the  inferior  claffes  of  people, 
their  expofure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  va- 
rious irrational  conduit,  have  been  produced  as  a plea  for 
continuing  the  drong  falivating  modes,  to  prevent  difap- 
pointment.  The  reafons  are  forcible ; but  yet  the  condi- 
tion of  the  afdidted  indigent  maybe  meliorated;  efi modus  in 
rebus.  The  following  production  inculcates  milder  modes 
of  treatment,  with  numerous  preferiptions,  in  fome  refpedts 
different  from  any  fuggeded,  and  feverely  arraigns  the 
hazardous  practices  of  ufing  adringent  injedtions,  or  omit- 
ting the  adrainiftration  of  mild  mercurials,  in  the  frefh-con- 
tradled  venereal  poifon,  when  fituated  in  the  urethra.  Such 
ftyptic  applications,  and  irrational  omidions,  have  been 
irrefutably  proved  to  be  productive  of  the  confirmed  lues , 

* In  fome  places  on  the  Continent,  within  thefe  laft  forty  years,  many 
furgeons  and  phyficians  have  entirely  reje&ed  powerful  falivations.  To 
their  improved  and  fuccefsful  pra&ice  I have  been  an  eye-witnefs, 
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and  of  fome  of  the  mofl  afflicting  complaints  man  can 
fuffer,  namely,  dreadful  obftruCtions  in  the  evacuation  of 
urine,  fooner  or  later  in  life.  Extradts  from  the  writings 
of  the  mofl  learned  practitioners,  that  ever  appeared  in  the 
world,  are  produced,  to  the  number  of  forty,  many  of 
whom  have  reprobated,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  enter- 
prifing  and  injurious  treatment;  a treatment  which  has  been 
the  adtual  fource  of  numerous  bougie  cafes,  fo  highly  dif- 
treffing  and  difficult  of  cure  *. 

An  exifting  evil  is  rarely  cured  by  an  evil  of  greater 
magnitude. — Cauflic  bougies,  burning  the  acutely  tenfible 
urinary  canal,  have  not,  in  general,  anfwered  the  inten- 
tions of  the  practitioners,  who  have  lately  revived  or 
adopted  the  cruel  application;  but,  on  the  contrary,  as 
might  have  been  forefeen,  have  caufed,  in  too  many 
in  fiances,  irreparable  mifehief.  The  method  is  irrational  in 

* I Was  confulted  by  a married  gentleman  within  thefe  few  days,  for 
whom  an  ajiringetit  injeftion  was  prescribed  by  a refpeftable  furgeon,  to 
fpeedily  cure  a clap;  a contraftion  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  followed  its 
ufe,  and  a dreadfully  painful  inflammation  and  fuppreflion  of  urine,  and 
other  confequences  fimilar  to  the  cafe,  page  129.  After  much  nufery,  blood 
iffued,  which  the  artift  pretended  was  a happy  circumftance,  for  it  would 
remove  the  inflammation  and  ft  rift  u re.  The  fame  artful  pretext  has  been 
ufed  by  the  urethral  caujiicators  when  large  bleedings  have  happened.  W hat ! 
are  inflammations  in  thofe  tender  parts  to  be  raflilv  produced,  that  haemorrhage 
may  remove  the  mifehiefs  of  bad  practice?  In  the  foregoing  cafe,  half  an 
ounce  of  faccharum  faturm  was  ordered  to  be  dillolved  111  eight  ounces  of 
diftilled  water— half  an  ounce  of  what  is  called  centjfa  acetata  ! Ought 
not  a medical  Board  of  Control  to  be  inftituted,  to  examine  and  reftrain 
inch  frightfully  dangerous  preferiptions?  The  parlies  do  not  feem  to  know 
the  difference  between  the  living  and  dead  penis;  nor  that  the  urethra 
will  fearcely  bear  one  grain  of  corrofive  fublimate,  or  eiglit  grains  of  vitno- 
lum  album,  to  eight  ounces  of  water.  Tlie  urethra  is  nearly  as  fenfible  as 
the  eye ; which  Flenck,  Haller,  and  others  have  proved.  I have  the  pre- 
feription,  and  many  others  fimilar,  in  my  pofleflion,  or  t could  not  have 
iuppofed  fuch  p raft  ice  poifihle.  The  life  of  the  above  patient  will  be  faved  ; 
but  he  may  long  feel  the  effefts  ol  tue  rafli  treatment. 

2 ‘ -principle, 


INTRODUCTION. 


V 


principle,  and  often  deftrudive  in  confequences.  This 
may  be  ealily  accounted  for,  by  thofe,  who  will  accurately 
refled  on  the  membranous  ftrudure  of  the  urinary  canal, 
corpus  fpongiofum,  et  corpora  caver  no/a  penis  ; the  pendulous, 
relaxed  and  fhortened,  or  the  ered  and  extended  ftate  of 
the  rtwnbrum  virile ; the  exquilite  fenflbility  and  fund  ions 
of  all  the  procreative  and  adjacent  parts,  their  nervous 
fympathy,  that  cicatrices  from  burns  commonly  leave  a 
contradion,  See.  &c.  Anatomy,  phyliology,  pathology, 
diffedtions  pojt  mortem, , experience  and  clear  conclufive  rea- 
foning,  all  militate  againft  the  violent  remedies  adopted  *. 

The  application  of  the  cauftic  is  proved  not  to  have 
originated  with  the  late  celebrated  Mr.  John  Hunter ; but 
with  others,  at  different  periods,  for  above  two  centimes, 
and,  they  have  always  been  condemned  by  tkill  and  feience. 
The  proofs  are  evident,  by  quotations  from  the  writings 
of  many,  with  the  deleterious  efleds  of  the  pradice,  as  a 
warning  to  future  adventurous  cauflicators  1 

The  mildeft  and  moft  fuccefsful  plans  of  treatment  are 
next  produced,  for  cafes  of  urethral  Jlrifture , with  the 
competition  of  the  celebrated  bougies  of  M.  Daran,  in 
the  words  of  the  author;  to  enable  every  humane  fur- 
geon  to  relinquifh  the  hazardous  cautfic  pradice,  in  favour 
of  the  communicated  modes,  in  which  there  is  neither 
rifk,  danger,  nor  fatality  ! 

In  Schola  Medicinal  Univerfalis  Nova  f the  anatomy, 

phytiology, 

* How  can  any  man,  converfant  in  practice,  rationally  exped  that  exco- 
- riation,  or  ulcer  produced  by  the  fiery  cauftic,  fhould  be  more  eafily  cured,  or 
lefs  liable  to  contradion  or  calloftty  than  from  any  other  caufe?  What 
magic  charm  can  make  the  cauftic  ad  only  on  thp  difeafe  caufing  the  impedi- 
ment? Anatomical  fads  after  death  prove  the  contrary;  for  frightful  and 
fatal  devaftatioo  of  parts,  never  intended  to  have  been  injured,  has  been 
perceived,  u hen  too  late  to  be  remedied. 

f Schola  Medicinae  Univerfalis  Nova;  continens  Hiftoriam  Medicine, 
> Anatomiam, 
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phj^liolopry,  and  pathology  of  each  particular  part  are  ex- 
hibited in  an  entirely  new  and  compendious  view,  to 
abridge  medical  tludies ; the  treatifes  on  female  nervous, 
putrid  difeafer,  eye,  gout,  &c.  &c.  in  the  Rational  Prac- 
tice of  Phyfic  |j,  are  founded  on  dedu&ions  from  anatomi- 
cal fadts  and  luccefsful  cures ; in  the  whole  of  which,  un- 
proved afiertions  are  excluded,  and  little  admitted,  except 
abfolute  truths.  The  fame  fentiments  pervade  the  whole 
of  the  prefent  performance.  Not  only  this  treatife,  but  the 
other  more  elaborate  works  are  levelled  againft  all  hypothefis 
unfupported  by  the  mod  determined  and  fuccefsful  cure  of 
chfeafes.  The  flights  of  a warm  imagination  may  pleafe, 
attract,  and  delude  credulous  minds ; but  they  have  always 
produced  mifehief  in  the  art  of  medicine,  and  frequently 
deft rudt ion  to  fociety. 

'Ihe  different  fubjecls  abound  with  numerous  refledlions, 
obfervations,  and  fentiments,  which  may  be  of  ufe  to  all 
junior  piaclitioners,  who  are  dilpofed  to  receive  inftruction 
trom  thofe  Ikilful  feniors  and  predeceffors,  whofe  long 
experience,  ripened  judgment,  learning,  and  integrity,  have 
enabled  them  to  warn  the  unwary,  and  to  inculcate  the 
lafeft  modes  of  treating  various  difeafes. 

The  art  of  phyfic  is  not  narrow  and  contra&ed  ; nor  is 
it  to  be  founded  on  a few  jejune  principles,  as  fome  have 
pretended;  it  is  copious  and  extenfive,  includes  almoft 
every  branch  of  fcience,  and  all  the  innumerable  varieties 
to  be  found  in  human  nature.  A learned,  a very  learned 
education  in  the  art,  therefore,  is  ftrenuoufly  recommended, 
m dire  ft  contradiction  to  thole  narrow  precepts,  that,  have 

Anatcmiam,  Phyfiologiam  atque  Pathologiam  fpecialem,  cum  68  Tabulis 
3P,ie,s'  AiIlW  Glilielmo  Rowley,  M.  D.  Univerfitatis  Oxon.  Colleg.  Regal. 
Medicorum  Londinenfis,  &c.  &c.-Newbery.  A work  of  twenty-fix  years 
labour  and  Rudy,  in  two  quarto  La:in  volumes. 

1|  The  Rational  Practice  of  Phyfic,  in  four  volumes  o&avo,  publifbed  by 
Xewbery,  and  all  bookfdlers. 

lately 
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lately  bewildered  the  intellectuals,  without  informing  or 
fatisfying  the  judgment  It  is  proved,  that  a knowledge- 
in  the  art  of  medicine  is  as  ufeful  in  furgery,  and  particu- 
larly in  treating  venereal  complaints,  as  the  moil  fkilfui 
modes  of  performing  manual  operations. 

Many  profeflional  truths,  expreffed  with  afperity  of 
language,  will  appear  in  different  parts  of  the  work  ; in 
which,  however,  no  perfonal  offence  is  intended.  It  is 
the  age  of  infane  projects  and  poifonous  experiments,  and 
the  augmenting  evils  ought  to  be  fpiritedly  oppofed.  It  is 
enough  to  excite  the  mofl  lively  indignation  in  the  breaft 
of  every  experienced  medical  obferver,  poffeffing  fenfibility, 
to  fee  human  beings  become  the  devoted  victims  to  wanton 
projects,  unneceffary  barbarity,  and  fometimes,  to  the  idle, 
vifionary  conceits  of  youthful  inexperience,  pride,  and  ob- 
ftinacy  ! 

May  the  prayer  of  the  immortal  poet,  in  future,  ever  be 
uppermoft,  and  pervade  the  mind  of  all  profeffors  and  prac- 
tifers  in  the  humane  art  of  medicine : 

“ Teach  me  to  feel  another’s  woe!” 

It  may  be  reafonably  afked,  what  claim  has  the  prefent  au- 
thor to  attention  ? What  right  has  any  individual  to  cenfure 
errors,  and  to  dictate  to  the  faculty  the  indifpenfable  duties 
they  owe  to  fociety  ? None  ! except  a warm  affection  and 
regard  for  the  honour  of  the  healing  art,  an  impulfive  zeal 
to  alleviate  human  fufferings,  and  abundant  opportunities  in 
many  parts  of  the  world,  befides  Great  Britain,  of  obferving 
the  mofl  extenfive  practice,  in  all  branches  of  medicine  for 
above  forty  years ; a conftant  practice,  that,  perhaps,  few 
individuals  ever  enjoyed  for  fo  long  a period 

As 

* After  being  ten  years  in  the  unconfined  and  diligent  fludy  and  pratice 
of  anatomy,  furgery,  phyfic,  &c.  in  many  parts  of  the  world;  in  1766  I 
fettled  in  London,  and,  in  imitation  of  many  excellent  practitioners  of  that 
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As  to  right,  every  profcffional  individual  has  an  un- 
doubted right  to  deleft,  expole,  and  remove,  if  poffible, 
all  errors  and  dangerous  treatment  from  the  art,  efpecially 
if,  at  the  fame  time,  milder  and  more  fuccefsful  modes  be 
communicated.  How  far  tliefe  intentions  have  been  ac- 
complifhcd,  in  the  former  works,  or  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  muft  be  left  to  the  confideration  of  the  learned  and 
candid;  or  perhaps  to  futurity,  when  the  author,  the 
promoters  and  abettors  of  the  cenfured  practices,  and  the 
illiberal  private  oppofers  of  interefting  public  truths,  fhall 
be  no  more ! 

Saville  Row,  St.  James's, 

March  2 4,  1800. 

day,  opened  my  houfe  without  any  reftriCtion  for  giving  profeffional  affiftance 
to  all  the  poor  who  applied,  for  about  twenty-two  years.  Some  thoufands 
Were  relieved  annually.  About  twelve  years  ago  I relinquifhed  this  praCtice; 
but  not  before  I caught  a putrid  fever  that  had  nearly  proved  fatal.  Near 
twelve  years  I have  been  phyfician  to  that  excellent  inftitution  the  St.  Mary- 
le-bone  Infirmary ; where  are  feen  more  patients,  in  every  diforder  incident  to 
the  human  body,  of  all  ages,  fexes,  &c.  than  at  any  Angle  hofpital  in  London. 
How  that  place  is  conduced,  the  profeffion  well  know.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  on  flight  grounds,  nor  on  trifling  information,  that  fuch  freedom  is  ufed 
in  differing  from  many  other  practitioners,  of  perhaps  lefs  experience.  It  is 
not  on  the  plea  of  very  old  age,  but  on  the  plea  of  extend ve  obfervation 
and  unremitting  application  to  practical  faCts,  that  the  prefent  doChines  are 
promulgated ; for  it  is  poffible  for  a phyfician  to  grow  old  without  the  benefit 
of  experience,  if  his  practice  and  opportunities  be  contracted,  or  if  his  mind 
be  biafled  with  prejudices,  which  neither  roflfon,  reflection,  nor  ill  fuccefs 
in  praCtice,  can  eradicate. 
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ORIGIN  OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

Change  of  constitutions  and  disorders  since  Its  at~ 

PEARANCE,  AND  ITS  COMBINATION  WITH  THE  SEA 
SCURVY,  AND  SCROFULA,  OR  KING’S  EVIL. 

/ 

'J'WO  difcoveries  of  great  importance  to  the  commercial  world* 
the  ufe  of  the  magnet  in  directing  the  mariner’s  compafs,  and 
the  tranfatlantic  regions  of  America,  were  fucceeded  by  two  evils  of 
great  magnitude,  the  fea  /curvy  and  the  venereal  difeafe*.  Thele 
tliforders  fingly,  or  combined,  and  other  phyfical  effedts  of  extenfive 
commerce,  have  prevailed,  in  a certain  degree,  through  mod  parts 
of  Europe,  changed  the  face  of  many  difeafes,  as  deferibed  and  cured 
by  the  ancients  t,  and  have  given  rife  to  a more  extenfive  ufe  of 
mineral  remedies;};. 

The  venereal  difeafe  appeared,  originally,  in  Europe  foon  after 
the  return  of  Chriftopher  Columbus  from  the  difeovery  of  America* 
about  the  year  1493. 

* The  land  feurvy  had  been  feen  anciently  in  camps,  and  mentioned  even  by 
Pliny  and  others;  but  this,  though  (imilar  in  many  fymptorns,  was  not  what 
we  now  ftriCtly  call  the  fca  feurvy , which  ariles  from  long  fea  voyages,  fait  pro- 
vifions,  See.  Sec.  Inflammatory  difeafes  are  lefs,  low  nervous,  more  frequent. 

t To  thofe  difeafes  may  be  added,  that  chronic  complaint  of  the  lympha- 
tic or  abforbent  veflels  and  glands,  called  the  fcrofula  or  king's  evil ; which, 
though  not  a modern  affection,  yet  has  been  more  frequent  fince  the  venereal 
virus  has  fo  univerfally  prevailed,  and  fince  the  fmall-pox  has  been  communi- 
cated bv  inoculation,  without  regarding  the  fubjeCt,  or  being  particularly  ac- 
quainted with  the  conflitution,  from  which  the  matter  of  infection  was  taken. 
Whoever  reflects  on  the  venereal  ipfeCtion  being  conveyed  to  the  conHitutjon 
by  the  abforbent  fyflem,  and  fees  that  the  virus  often  attacks  the  lymphatic 
glands  in  the  groin,  axilla,  and  other  parts,  will  eafily  conceive  that  the  fea 
feurvy,  fcrofula,  and  venereal  difeafe,  in  the  lame  conflitution,  rnufl  make  fad 
havoc,  and  impede  the  cure  of  venereal  fymptorns  : tliefe  circumftances  I have 
frequently  feen  very  embafrafling  to  the  moll  fkilfirl  practitioners. 

J As  mercury,  antimony,  chalybeates,  vitriolics,  Sec. 
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The  diforder  is  communicated  from  infedted  perfons  to  others 
untainted,  in  various  modes  ; but  principally  by  the  commerce  of  the 
fexes  during  the  adt  of  coition. 

DESCRIPTION  AND  DREADFUL  CONSEQUENCES  TO  THE 

SUFFERERS. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  this  horrid  diforder  in  Europe  the  phy- 
ficfans,  as'ufual  on  all  fimil’ar  occafions,  entered  into  violent  difputes 
concerning  its  nature,  analogy  to  other  morbid  affedlions,  and  clari- 
fication. Surprifed  at  the  defolating  effedls  of  this  novel  deftroyer 
of  human  tranquillity  and  pleafure,  this  alarming  curb  to  the  free 
enjoyment  of  fenfual  gratification,  the  phyficians  and  the  unfortunate 
victims  to  its  cruel  ravages  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confterna- 
tion,  difmay,  and  mifery.  The  venereal  infection  was  confidered 
W’ith  fo  much  abhorrence  and  detetlalion  by  fociety,  fo  difgraceful  to 
human  decency  and  character,  that  thoufands  perifhed  through  con- 
cealment, and,  perhaps,  millions  by  the  affedtion  itfelf,  before 
adequate  remedies  were  invented,  or  applied  fufficiently  powerful  to 
repel  the  invading  and  ravaging  enemy  *.  The  unfortunate  fufferers 
were  frequently  abandoned  to  their  wretched  fate,  the  recital  of  whofe 
prefling  and  various  afflictions  would  ftrike  fenfibility  and  humanity 
with  horror,  and  fill  the  world  with  tragic  feenes,  far  above  the 
fublimefl  pathos  of  all  poetic  fidtion.  Numbers  were  cut  down  in  the 
prime  of  life,  others  lingered  through  inexpreffible  woe  and  mifery, 
were  deferted  by  their  neareft  relatives  and  the  reft  of  mankind  t.  No 

balm 

* For  particular  accounts  and  deferiptions  fee  Laurentius  Frifnis,  149+ 
Jacob.  Catineus  de  Morbo  Galileo,  1494.  Exorms  eft  (fays  this  author)  in 
Italia  monftrofus"  morbus,  nuliis  ante  feculis  vifus  totoque  orbe  terrarum 
incognitas. 

Nic.  Leonicenus.  Novarn  banc  luem  nunquam  a veteribus  vifam  ; et  ideo  a 
nullo  medico  vel  Graco  vel  Arabe  inter  alia  morborum  genera,  taftain.  See 
Fikewife  Piofp.  Borgaratius,  who  fays,  Partes  obfeenaeaffkiuntur,  hoc  eft  n/irga, 

, glans,  preputium,  coles,  cunnus,  anus,  primos  aggrellits  patiuntur;  deinde  fen- 
fim  in  omne  corpus,  virus  perreptat,  faevitque.  The  diforder  lias  continued  in 
a fimilar  manner  to  this  very  day. 

■f  The  period  when  the  venereal  difeafe  was  known  in  F.nrope  is  well  efta- 
Lliflied  by  the  a£t  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  dated  6th  March  1496  ; in  which  alt 
the  poxed  fubjefts  were  ordered  to  quit  the  city  of  Paris,  under  pain  of  death, 
or  capital  pun  jlment,  Bccaufr,  fays  the  preamble,  for  two  years  has  been 
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balm  of  comfort  was  afforded  to  many  wretched  objefts  of  venereal 
contagion  ; they  were  ftigmatized  with  the  bittereft  reproach ; without 
a fympathizing  friend  to  clofe  their  eyes,  they  died  in  obfeurity,  un- 
pitied.  Is  it  pofftble  to  conceive  a greater  accumulation  of  human 
afflidtion  ? 

MERCURY  ITS  ONLY  TRUE  SPECIFIC. 

In  the  courfc  of  many  years  of  horrid  mifery,  violent  deputation, 
and  induftrious  invelligation,  a mofl  important  difeovery  checked  the 
deftruclive  progrefs  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ; this  was  the  grand  fpecific 
mercury.  Without  the  ufe  of  this  valuable  and  generous  mineral, 
miferable  mini  have  continued  the  (late  of  man  ; for  vaft  regions 
mud;  have  been  partially  depopulated,  and  many  of  the  remaining 
human  beings  might  have  become  the  devoted  vidtims  to  painful  ap- 
prehenfion,  difeafe,  and  mifery*.  There  are  few  of  the  male  fex, 
efpecially  in  large  cities,  who  efcape  this  common  infedtion,  at  one 
time  of  life  or  other.  Millions,  perhaps  myriads,  of  lives  have  been 
preferved  by  the  application  of  mercury,  and  many  have  perifhed 
from  the  illiberal  oppofition  to  its  falutary  ufe;  for,  like  all  other 
laudable  inventions,  it  was  violently  oppofed  and  rejedled  by  many 
eminent  pradlitioners  on  its  firft  introdudlion.  Even  now,  its  ap- 
plication is  forbid  by  fome  novices  in  the  art,  more  attached  to  fpe- 
culations  than  found  and  fuccefsful  pradlice  ; in  cafes  too,  that  require 
its  prompt  and  excellent  affiftance.  Time  alone,  the  clearer  of  all 
doubts,  will  Ihow  the  fhocking  effedfs  of  their  temerity  and  per- 

fpreading  a contagious  diforder,  called  grojfe  wrote,  therefore  it  was  fit  to  make 
provifion,  &c.  Thus,  the  diforder  had  been  fpreading  for  two  years,  fince  it 
made  its  firfi  appearance  in  1494,  fo  as  to  oblige  the  magillrates  to  frame  laws 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  people. 

* Laurentius  Frifms  de  Morbo  Galileo.  Anno  Chritli  1496  efferbuit  quidem 
morbus  atrociflimus,  irruens  in  homines  faevo  morfu  ulcerum  glandularum 
et  durifiimorum  dolorum,  adeo  notabili  cruciata,  quod  finguli  videntes  obllu- 
puere:  nam  incognitos  et  invifus  erat  hie  peflifer  morbus,  non  tantum  vulgo, 
ve runt  etiarn  doftis,  et  in  facra  medicina  eruditis.  Ingruit  et  tarn  mira  tumul- 
tuatio  in  plebe,  quod  leprofi  nolebant  habitare  cum  hoc  morbo  infedlis.  Pau - 
feres,  hoc  malo  laborantes , exfcllebantur  ab  bominum  converfatione,  tanqnam  furu- 

levtum  cadaver,  derelichim  a midiris;  et  habitabant  in  arnjls  et fyWi$ Here  we 

fee  the  wretched  fate  of  the  poor,  affliried  with  this  diforder,  difearded  by  all 
lociety  ; even  lepers  avoided  the  afflicted  as  though  they  were  a petlilence.  The 
unfortunate  were  configned  to  dens,  woods,  and  mountains ; even  tlieir  parents 
and  family  would  have  no  commerce  with  them,  through  fear  of  infection. 
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Fevering  preemption  ; but  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  unfortunate, 
credulous  patients,  who  become  the  dupes  to  many  novel  infatuations* 
are  to  be  the  injured  fufFerers  through  life*. 

Artifice  and  effrontery  may  raife  a clamour  againfl  this  optimus 
generis  HUMANI  conservator;  but  it  maybe  depended  on, 
that  all  the  pretenfions  of  curing  venereal  infections  without  mer- 
cury, are  the  feduCtive  delufions  of  defigning  men,  who,  whilft 
they  promulgate  their  fpecious  deceptions,  are  fecretly  diffolving  this 
drug  in  different  compofitions.  This  is  no  new  trick,  for  it  has 
been  the  fineffe  of  boafters,  pretenders,  and  deceivers,  for  above  two 
centuries  ; but  to  fee  the  unfufpicious  part  of  the  faculty  run  full 
fpeed  after  thefe  abfurdities,  and  cruelly  fuffer  their  patients  tolofe  thqt 
precious  time,  in  the  purfuit  of  crafty  deceit  or  whimfical  projects, 
which  might  be  much  belter  employed  in  reftoring  them  to  perfect: 
health,  is  fufficicnt  to  excite  the  moft  lively  indignation  in  the  bread 
of  every  honourable,  experienced,  and  humane  practitioner. 

Three -ages,  almoft,  have  confirmed  the  great  utility  of  the  ali> 
POYVERFUL  mineral,  even  while  its  application  was  not  well 
comprehended.  The  improved  and  refined  adminiftration  of  mer- 
cury, to  the  great  variety  of  cafes  that  continually  occur,  was 
gradually  introduced,  and  particularly  referved  for  the  prefent  and 
future  race.  The  accurate  ufe  of  this  grand  fpecific  is  clearly  and 
practically  determined,  though  perhaps  not  universally  known, 

FORMER  INJUDICIOUS  ROUGH  PRACTICES. 

In  recent  infections,  formerly,  violent  aloetic  and  colocynth 
purges,  gamboge,  elaterium,  hellebore,  fcammony,  &c.  were  united 
with  calomel,  tuibith  mineral,  white  or  red  precipitated  mercury, 
and  mercurials  to  the  enormous  dofe  of  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  grains 
altcrno  quoque  inane.  Incurable  gleets  and  fhattered  conflitutions  were 
among  the  lead  ill  confequenccs  of  thefe  practices.  The  moft 
violent  fluxing  falivations  were  excited  by  fimilar  remedies,  fome- 
times  with,  qnd,  at  times,  without  mercurial  frictions.  The  lofs  of 

• It  feems,  by  various  authors,  that  empirics  firff  u fed  argentum  viyum.  I 
have  Nicolaus  Lconicenus,  Ulricus  tie  Hutten,  Petrus  Andreas  Matheolo 
Sincnfis,  Lanrentius  Frifius,  Joannes  Almenar  Hifpanus,  Angelus  Bologninus, 
Nicolaus  Poll,  Joannes  Antonins  Bologninus,  all  in  one  volume,  publilhed  at 
Venice  1535.  Poll  is  dated  1317.  Argentum  •vi'vum  was  well  known  in  oint- 
ments, called,  by  fome,  re  medium  empiric  ovum } and  its  ufe  oppofed. 
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the  teeth,  gums,  and  even,  fometimes,  the  eyes,  nofe,  uvula  and 
palate,  accompanied  with  horrid  (linking  breath,  foul  fetid  ulcers  of 
the  mouth  and  tongue,  throat,  &c.  incurable  diarrhoea,  dyfentery,  or 
bloody  flux,  were  among  the  gentleft  evils  of  the  rough  and  coarfc 
modes  of  treatment  ufually  adopted  in  the  confirmed  lues  venerea 
by  many  eminent  practitioners. 

FATALITY  OF  VIOLENT  TREATMENT. 

Many  perifhed  under  the  torturing  courfes,  or,  if  they  furvived, 
their  lives  were,  frequently,  fufpended  only  to  breathe  the  remainder 
of  a wretched  exiflence  in  continual  excruciating  torture  and  dire 
vexation,  until  death,  welcome  death,  put  a final  period  to  the  ui- 
rnoft  bounds  of  accumulated  mifery. 

THE  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  AFFECTIONS  GRADUALLY 

IMPROVED. 

The  rational  cure  of  venereal  complaints  has  been  gradually  me- 
liorating for  half  a century  ; and  the  united  labours  of  the  moll 
celebrated  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  Europe  have  tended  to  extinguilh 
the  venereal  virus,  without  injury  to  the  conflitutions  of  the  fufferers. 
To  this  laft,  important  objeCl,  have  the  fludies  of  the  fkilfulleft 
practitioners  been  dire&ed,  and  they  have  fucceeded,  as  far  as  cafes, 
climates,  and  conflitutions  will  admit:  thus  has  their  indefatigable 
induftry  been  rewarded.  Mankind  reap  the  benefit.  Recourfe,  is 
not  had,  now,  to  many  draftic  and  violent  remedies,  with.which  all 
the  profeffional  works  of  our  anceftors  abound.  Pall;  experience  and 
part  misfortune  had  awakened  fenfibility,  and  the  art  of  treating  the 
venereal  difeafe  had  arrived  at  a great  degree  of  perfection  under  the 
direction  of  the  learned  and  experienced  of  the  profeflion.  If  prac- 
titioners had  been  contented  with  fuccefs,  or  had  judicioufly  and 
gradually  engrafted  any  new  materials  on  the  old  and  experienced 
flock  of  fcience,  without  attempting  to  deflroy  the  refpeCtablc  fabric, 
all  would  have  continued  fafe  and  fecure  : the  diforder,  annually, 
would  have  been  rendered  milder,  and  its  moft  ravaging  fymptoms 
might  in  time  be  extinguifhed,  by  avoiding  thofe  injudicious  projefls, 
lately  adopted,  that  have  revived,  or  laid  the  foundation  of  the  con- 
firmed lues,  or  other  dreadful  evils,  which  daily  make  their  appear- 
ance. Every  laudable  endeavour  to  acquire  excellence  in  the  healing 
5 art 
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art  demands  the  gratefulleft  acknowledgments  of  all  human  fociety  ; 

but  it  has  ever  been  the  fate  of  medicine,  in  every  age,  to  fuffer 

temporary  diftnrbance  and  injury  from  the  vain,  chimerical  conceits 

of  infatuated  viliouifts,  or  daring  projectors,  who,  by  plan Hble  arts, 

obtain  the  ear  and  attention  of  an  abnfed  public.  When  mankind 

grant  unlimited  laith  to  the  workers  of  wonders,  they  are  often 

brought  to  lincere  and  forrowful  repentance. 

• » 

SUCCESSFUL  PRACTICE  NOT  TO  BE  CHANGED  ON  SLIGHT 

GROUNDS. 

It  is  highly  commendable  to  remedy  the  defeats  of  an  improveable 
art}  but  it  is  equally  reprv*henfible  to  fap  the  foundation  of  all  true 
knowledge  eftablifhed  by  experience,  to  make  way  for  the  pradfical 
application  of  futile  fpeculaiions  and  untried  experiments  An  igno- 
rance of  the  fecureft  and  fafefl:  modes  of  treating  the  venereal  infec- 
tion, when  recent,  or  a reliance  on  many  modern  pretenfions  of 
men  who  willi  to  appear  lingular,  are  the  principal  cattfes  of  innu- 
merable evils,  which  daily  follow,  and  render  human  beitfgs  perma- 
nently miferable.  New'  proje&s  frequently  produce  new  evils.  If 
the  recent  infeClion  be  judiciouily  managed,  the  confirmed  pox,  w ith 
all  its  dreadful  concomitants,  would  rarely  appear;  but  lome,  by 
irrational  pradlices,  feem  determined  to  promote  the  continuance  of 
the  lues  venerea  confirmata  from  age  to  age,  as  though  it  were  an  here- 
ditary eftaie  entailed  on  man  from  generation  to  generation.  i his 
docs  not  appear  fo  much  to  originate  in  a defire  of  promoting  fo 
lucrative  a branch  of  the  profeflion,  ns  in  a determined  and  perverfc 
obftinacy  in  error,  and  a blind  credulity  in  temporary  prejudices. 
Wifdom  differs  felf-examination,  and  corretfls  miltakes ; pride  and 
arrogance  never  fuppofe  the  pollibility  of  defetfts  ! 

It  is  much  more  congenial  to  every  liberal  mind  to  praife  extraor- 
dinary excellence,  or  even  to  acquiefce  in  the  narrow  limits  of 
indolent  mediocrity,  than  to  have  the  dilagrceable  neccflity  of  ex- 
prefling  difapprobation,  and  fevere  cenfure,  on  dangerous  prejudices 
and  fatal  prefumption.  The  demon  ot  hypothejls  Amts  forth  with 
fuch  gigantic  and  tleadly  ftrides,  in  various  departments  of  medicine; 
that  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  honourable  man  in  the  profeflion 
to  aflift  in  crufhing  the  hydra-headed  monfler.  Nothing  but  the 
Herculean  club  of  truth  can  totally  vanquifh  the  variegated  colours  and 
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wild  pretenfions  of  daring  innovation  ; plaufiblc  in  appearance,  but 
deleterious  in  confequences.  Morality  demands  the  attempt,  but  the 
event  mud  be  left  to  time,  reflexion,  and  circumftances.  The 
reafons  for  this  exordium  will  be  amply  manifefted  in  the  fubfequent 
animadverfions,  dedicated  to  humanity,  and  to  the  ufe  of  the  pre- 
fent  and  rifing  generation. 


On  the  properties  of  the  venereal  virus,  and  general 

MODES  OF  REMOVING  IT  FROM  THE  HUMAN  BODY. 

THE  fpecific  principles,  or  particles,  of  the  venereal  poifon,  have 
eluded  all  the  refearches  of  chemical  or  phyhological  induftry.  The 
tiifeafe  is  only  known  to  be  in  the  habit  by  its  effcdls,  and  its  cure 
by  mercury  has  been  acquired  by  long  experience  : for  no  hypothecs, 
hitherto  publilhed,  explains,  in  a fatistadlory  manner,  how  mercury 
extinguifhes  the  venereal  infedlion.  The  poifonous  particles  are 
different  from  all  other  contagion,  and  the  affedlion  is  miajma  Jui 
generis.  It  is  extremely  fubtile  and  penetrating,  for  it  enters  the 
minuted;  pores  of  our  body,  and,  from  contadl,  is  conveyed  by  the 
lymphatics  into  the  habit.  It  is  acrid  and  irritating,  and  has  an 
affinity  with  oleous  and  mucal  fluids ; from  hence  it  aifedls,  particu- 
larly, the  muciparous  and  lymphatic  glands.  It  is  neither  determined 
to  be  acid,  alcaline,  putrid,  nor  faline.  In  the  night  it  rages  mod, 
and  cannot  be  destroyed  by  any  other  means  than  mercury.  It  is  not 
generated  fpontaneoufiy  in  the  body,  but  always  acquired  from  pre- 
vioufly  infedled  perfons.  It  is  communicated  by  the  mother  to  the 
foetus  before  birth,  or  received  by  ladlation,  coition,  or  by  con- 
tadf,  if  the  fkin  be  chapped  or  abraded  ; by  killing,  drinking  ; by 
infedled  linen  or  clothes  ; touch,  or  by  an  infedled  lancet,  &c.  * 

The  ejfefts  of  venereal  poifon  are,  irritation,  from  whence  inflam- 
mation, mutation  and  perverfion  of  parts,  caufinga  puriform  efflux, 
indurations  of  glands,  abfcefr,  difeafes  of  the  periofteum,  or  larda- 
ccous  ulcers,  &c.  &c. 

The  miajma  may  be  abforbed  from  the  part  firfl  infedled,  and 

* See  the  celebrated  Van  Swieten,  Comment.  1.  v.  p.  378. 
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conveyed  into  the  conftitution.  The  difeafe  may  he  aptly  divided 
into  topic,  or  local,  univerfal,  larvated,  and  complicated. 

The  cure  requires  the  removal  of  the  venereal  poifon,  and  a repa- 
ration of  the  parts,  as  much  as  poifible,  depravated  by  its  potfonous 
and  devaflating  powers. 

Numerous  are  the  remedies  that  have  been  ufed,  applauded,  and 
frequently  excluded  from  their  violence  of  aiflion,  or  inefficacy  ; 
fome  former  celebrated  medicines  are  only  applied  now  as  auxiliaries, 
a s fa rjap aril  la,  lignum  guaiacum , radix  chinee,  jaJJ'afras,  &c.  &c. 

Millions  of  experiments  prove  that  mercury  is  the  only,  the  belt, 
and  fa  felt  antidote  for  venereal  infection.  H he  modes  of  applying 
mercury  are  external  and  internal. 

J he  external  methods  are  by  mercurial  fridlion,  fumigations  of 
cinnabar,  warm  baths,  compofed  of  aqueous  folutions  ot  hydrargyria 
muriatus , which  1 aft  few  ufe.  The  internal  are,  fimple  mercury,  or 
mixed,  or  prepared  with  acids,  &c.  The  anointing  w ith  mercury  is 
divided  into  two  modes  of  treatment — -by  powerful  Jalivation,  or  by 
extinction  of  the  difeafe  without  falivation,  or  with  a very  flight 
ptyalifm  ; warm  baths  to  the  number  of  thirty,  with  light  frictions 
every  other,  or  every  third  day ; and  by  aperients,  occafionally  pre- 
scribed, to  prevent  the  fore  mouth,  &c.  This  laft  plan  fuits  belt  the 
fouth  of  France,  Italy,  and  warmer  climates  ; but  is  not  fo  fuccefsful 
in  England,  and  much  lefs  fo  in  very  cold  countries. 

Strong  fluxing falivations  I have  always  thought  unneceffary,  except 
in  very  ffrong  rob  u ft  habits,  not  eafily  moved,  and  very  particular 
cafes;  they  are  too  violent,  often  injurious  through  life  to  delicate 
habits  ; and  as  frequently  unfuccefsful,  as  feveral  other  modes,  in 
cafes  difficult  of  cure. 

The  extinction  of  the  difeafe  by  light  fridlions,  apd  bv  giving  in- 
ternally very  fmall  dofes  of  mercurials  at  proper  diftances,  with  or 
without  antimonials,  is  perhaps  the  bed  mode  of  treating  the  lues  ve- 
nerea conjir  mat  a.  It  may  be  flow,  but  it  is  gentle,  and  fully  ascertain,  or 
perhaps  more  certain  in  curing  than  any  methods  yet  devifed,  w hich 
my  own  pra£lice,  in  thoufands  of  cafes,  has  fully  confirmed.  It  is 
the  art  of  giving  mercurials  as  alteratives,  not  as  evacuants,  by  which 
ho  violent  commotion  is  excited  in  the  body.  The  mild  modes  of 
treatment  adopted  will  be  fully  explained  in  the  fubfequent  pages  : 
they  differ,  in  fomc  refpedts,  from  all  others  yet  p radii  fed,  and  they 
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leave  the  conflitution,  after  the  cure,  lefs  injured  by  the  courfe  than 
is  ufually  experienced  in  the  more  rough  falivating  methods. 

Different  pradlitioners  purfue  the  mode  of  cure  to  which  they  have 
been  molt  accuflomed;  thofe,  who  think  no  other  practice  effectual, 
except  falivations  excited  by  friiSlions,  cenfure  the  methods  by  alter- 
atives i thofe,  W'ho  purfue  the  middle  courfe,  or  depend  on  mercu- 
rials and  antimonials  as  alteratives,  will  equally  reprobate  violent 
diftreffing  falivations,  fo  much  in  vogue,  in  moft  of  the  hofpitals 
in  Europe. 

Both  methods,  and  likewife  others,  perfectly  cure  the  difeafe  ; but 
every  method  has  failed  and  will  fail,  in  fome  few  inftances,  which 
experienced  and  candid  practitioners  readily  acknowledge.  In  fome 
cafes,  and  in  particular  conftitutions,  the  venereal  virus  attaches  itfelf 
fo  firmly,  that  it  is  difunited,  or  extinguiihed,  w'ith  the  greatefl  dif- 
ficulty. Repeated  falivations  have  been  frequently  known  to 
fail  ; and  it  may  be  aflerted  with  truth,  that  every  purpofe  of  fali- 
vation  may  be  effected,  without  that  deftroyer  of  teeth,  gums,  and 
producer  of  ulcerations  of  the  mouth,  throat,  See.  by  the  mild  altera- 
tive courfes  adopted  and  recommended  in  this  treatife*. 

Different  are  the  preparations  of  mercury,  but  few,  except  thofe 
advifed,  can  be  given  a fufficient  length  of  time  to  conquer  the 
difeafe,  and  effectuate  a perfect  cure,  without  injuring  the  flomach, 
intefHnes,  and  debilitating  the  conflitution.  Many  have  de- 
itroyed  the  tone  of  the  flomach  and  laid  the  foundation  of  chronic 
complaints,  by  a long  continuance  of  calomel,  in  large  dofes,  tur- 

* Mankind,  who  know  not  the  difficulties  medicine  has  to  encounter  in  fome 
inftances  of  venereal  infection,  ffiould  be  very  cautious  how  they  cenfure  prac- 
titioners in  medicine,  for  not  affording  that  relief  which  they  expedt,  and  which 
it  mud  be  the  with  of  every  honourable  phyfician  or  furgeon  to.accomplifh. 
Every  one  pradtifes  to  the  belt  of  his  judgment;  but  every  man,  as  in  other 
profellions,  cannot  be  equally  experienced  and  fkilful . The  moft  learned  and 
fkilful  may  fail  in  fome  cafes,  owing  to  the  pervCrfenefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  fome 
peculiarity  or  morbid  affedtion  in  the  patient’s  conflitution,  who  may  not  be 
able  to  bear  the  moft  decided  and  proper  remedies.  In  fame  of  thefe  in- 
ftances the  utmoft  bounds  of  medical  fkill  are  requifite  to  perceive  conftituticns, 
indications,  and  contra-indications,  and  judicioudy  to  accommodate  thepradtice 
to  all  the  peculiarities  of  the  cafe,  for  which  it  is  impoffible  to  give  written  rules, 
as  they  muft  depend  on  the  difeernment  and  well-eftabliffied  experience  of  the 
practitioner, 
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bith  mineral,  &c.  icc.  yet  tliefe  preparations  may  be  fafely  given  id 
very  fmall  dofes,  if  well  prepared. 

In  preparing  for  the  alterative  courfe,  bleeding  and  an  aperient 
are  firff  necefiary:  the  diet  fhould  be  light  and  innocent,  not  fat  nor 
acid,  and  the  drink  only  decoftum  farfaparillte,  with  or  without 
milk,  if  the  patient  be  plethoric,  and  of  an  inflammatory  habit;  if 
of  a pale,  frigid,  lax  conftitution,  lignum  guaiacutn,  or  JaJJ'afras , may  be 
added,  or  ufed  alone  in  deco£lions,  & c.  Wine,  conviviality,  and 
excefles  of  every  kind,  fhould  be  avoided. 

The  air  fhould  be  mild,  for  cold  does  irreparable  mifchief  during 
the  courfe.  A north  or  ncrth-eafl:  wind  is  very  inimical  to  the  cure 
of  lues  venerea.  Heat , on  the  contrary,  relaxes.  A medium  fhould 
be  obferved.  Flannel  or  calico  fhould  be  worn  next  the  fkin.  If  the 
mouth  become  heated  or  fore,  or  the  face  fwell,  the  mercurial  is  to 
be  fufpended  for  a few  days,  and  an  aperient  given. 

Tepid  laths  are  ufeful  in  fome  cafes,  efpecially  where  the  fkin  is 
dry  and  the  pores  clofed  ; but  after  bathing,  cold  is  to  be  avoided. 

If  diarrhoea  or  dyfentery  happen,  aflringents  and  opiates  are  to  be 
prefcribed  according  to  cireumftances ; if  gangrene  appear,  bark, 
vitriolic  acids,  wine,  &c.  art  neceiTary. 

Thefe  are  the  general  rules  of  practice  to  be  obferved  in  the  vene- 
real difeafe  ; the  brief  defcription  and  management  of  all  the  differ- 
ent fpecies  fhaJl  follow  jn  fucceflion. 
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AFFECTIONS,  &V. 

URETHRITIS  VENEREA. 
pHE  URETHRITIS  VENEREA  IS  ail 

inflammation  of  the  urethra,  arif- 
ing  from  recent  venereal  infection, 
with  a difcharge  of  morbid  fluid 
from  the  urethra. 

It  is  neither  a difcharge  of  femen, 
which  its  former  name  gonorrhoea  * 
implies,  nor  of  pdrulent  pus  from  an 
ulcer,  as  difle&iolis  prove;  but  ferum 
from  the  mouths  of  irritated  exhalent 
arteries,  and  a morbid,  yellow,  or 
greenilh-coloured  mucus,  from  the 
muciparous  glands,  irritated  and  dif- 
eafed  by  the  venereal  virus  f. 

It 


REMEDIES  and  TREATMENT. 

'pHERE  are  two  methods  of  treating 
urethritis  venerea : the  one  fpeedy, 
by  aflringent  drying  injections,  but  ba-» 
zardous  and  frequently  dangerous  in 
its  confequences ; the  other  flower, 
by  internal  medicines,  but  certain,  fafe, 
and  fecure  from  all  future  evils. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
order,  if  the  mercurial  mucilaginous 
injeftion  be  fkilfully  applied,  the  cure 
is  often  accomplifhed  in  a few  days, 
with  very  little  medicine;  but  after* 
that  early  period  all  injedlions  may  be 
hazardous. 

By  this  mode  of  cure  it  frequently 

happens 


* The  word  gonorrhoea  is  an  improper  name,  and  conveys  no  juft  nor  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  difeafe  : for  iovti  means  femen,  or  the  feed,  and  /£<b  to  flow  ; 
therefore  the  word  gonorrhoea  means  nothing  but  a difcharge  or  efflux  of  the 
femen  or  feed.  The  virulent,  or  venereal  gonorrhoea,  as  it  has  been  injudU 
cioufly  called,  is  an  increafed  difcharge  from  the  minute  veffels  and  mucal 
glands  of  the  urethra,  tainted  with  the  venomous  venereal  infection.  Can  any 
thing  in  nature  be  more  diffimilar  than  an  involuntary  efflux  of  femen  and  the 
difcharge  and  inflammation  created  by  venereal  infection?  This  diffimilarity 
demands  a change  of  nomen , or  name,  to  convey  a precife.idea  of  the  diforder 
here  treated ; and  the  prefent  name  is  more  rational  than  the  former. 

+ Some  have  boldly  afferted  that  the  venereal  difcharge  from  the  urethra 
was  quite  innocent  and  harmlefs,  that  the  cure  only  required  common  antiphlogiftic 
remedies,  as  other  Ample  inflammations,  See.  It  is  fo  innocent , that  it  is  com- 
monly caught  from  impure  perfons,  already  infected  ; and  it  is  fo  harmlefs , that 
moft  infedted  perfons  communicate  the  poifon  to  others  not  infected,  by  the  adt 
of  coition.  It  is  not  a fimple  inflammation,  but  an  inflammation  and  increafed 
glandular  fecretion  compounded  with  the  venereal  virus.  Is  there  not  a fpecific 
difference  between  inflammation  from  cold,  &c.  and  inflammation  from  vene- 
real poifon  ? This  fuppofed  innocence  and  fimplicity  of  venereal  inflammation 
has  ruined  the  peace  of  many  families:  for  hulbands,  on  this  innocent  fimple 
fuppofition,  have  infedled  their  wives  or  favourites,  and  females  their  hufbands 
or  friends,  &c.  Such  are  the  effects  of  whimflcal  falfe  conceits  when  admitted 
into  the  pradiice  of  medicine.  Nothing  in  nature  can  be  mo:e  diffimilar  than 
inflammation  from  venereal  virus  and  inflammation  from  other  caufes. 

C i 
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/jfefiionsj  lie. 

It  is  acquired  generally  by  the  aft 
of  coition  with  an  infefted  woman. 

The  vitus  of  urethritis  venerea 
fhould  not  bediftinguiflied  from  vene- 
real virus , according  to  the  celebrated 
Tode;  for  fuch  diftinftion  and  its 
confequent  injudicious  treatment  have 
been  productive  of  great  calamities  to 
human  beings.  It  is  diftinguifhable 
from  a Ample  gleet , and  from  an  in- 
voluntary emiffion  of  femen , by  the 
violence  of  its  fvmptomsand  its  power 
of  infefting  a non -infefted  female. 

The  feat  of  the  diforder  is,  chiefly, 
in  lacunis  Morgagnianis  of  the  ure- 
thra. 

In  refpeft  to  its  nature,  it  is  fmple , 
when  recent  and  without  any  other 
diforder  : inveterate , when  it  remains 
a long  time  : complicated , when  com- 
bined with  ulcers  of  the  penis,  &c. 
in  which  cafe  the  virus  is  more 
eafily  abforbed  and  conveyed  to  the 
habit,  than  where  no  venereal  ulcers 
exift. 

The  Symptoms  or  Signs. 

I.  The  firft  fign  or  fymptom  is  a 
titillation,  or  fenfation  of  itching  in 
the  urethra. 

II.  A 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
happens  that  patients  never  experience 
the  fvmptoms  common  to  fubfequent 

ftr.ges  *. 

If  the  difeafe  fhould  have  been 
neglefted  on  its  firlt  appearance,  a 
judicious  treatment  of  membranous 
and  mucal  glandular  inflammation, 
arifing  from  venereal  pofon , fhould 
be  adopted  : for  on  this  lall  idea  de- 
pends the  fafeft  cure  and  future  fecu- 
rity  of  the  patient. 

In  the  third  and  fourth  flages  of  the 
urethritis  venerea,  the  grand  objefts 
of  cure  are : 

I.  To  diminifli  inflammation  by 
depleting  the  veflels.  II.  To  render 
the  urine  paffing  through  the  urethra 
milder,  by  changing  the  particles  of 
urine,  and  rendering  the  periods  of 
its  evacuation  more  diftmit ; thus  oc- 
cafioning  the  pain  and  fealding  to  be 
lefs  frequent. 

By  adminiftering  the  grand  fpecific 
mercury,  in  its  fimpleft  form,  in 
very  fmall  dofes,  as  an  alterative,  at 
the  proper  feafon,  after  the  firft  in- 
flammatory fvmptoms  have  fubfided. 

Urethral  inflammation  isdiminifh- 
ed,  in  full  habits,  by  bleeding,  by 
nitrous,  or  by  various  neutral  or  ca- 
thartic 


* I have  had  reafon,  in  innumerable  inflances,  to  fuppofe,  that  the  recent 
poifonous  particles  of  the  infeftion  have  been  immediately  deflroyed  in  the 
urethra,  by  means  of  the  fpecific  thus  adminiftered.  A great  many,  with 
Tode,  have  pretended  to  believe,  that  the  virus  in  the  urethra  does  not  re- 
quire any  mercurials',  I have  known  numerous  inftances  of  confirmed  poxes 
and  other  calamities  fucceeding  this  unfounded  fuppofition,  or  belief,  when  ap- 
plied to  praftice.  It  is  likevvife  one  of  the  decoying  and  leading  principles 
cf  empirics,  or  quacks,  to  aflert  that  they  perform  all  their  avotiderful  cures 
without  mercury,  in  their  miracle- working  compofitions;  thefe  artful  flratageins 
fuccced  with  perfons  ignorant  of  our  profeflion ; but  all  honeft  pliyficians  not 
only  acknowledge  the  utility  of  the  fpecific,  but  are  happy,  beyond  exprellion, 
in  the  permanent  fuccefs  of  a judicious  and  mild  mercurial  practice. 
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Ajfeftions,  idc. 

IL  A very  thin  or  ferous  running 
fucceeds,  which  ftains  the  linen, 
leaving,  when  dry,  a dark-coloured 
margin : this  is,  generally,  a charac- 
terise of  the  commencing  ftage  of 
the  diforder.  It  feems  to  arife  from 
irritation  and  increafed  action  of 
the  exhalent  arteries,  Simulated  to 
augmented  excretion  by  the  venereal 
poifon. 

III.  The  difeharge  becomes  rather 
thicker,  increafes  in  quantity,  the 
urethral  external  orifice  fwells,  looks 
red,  is  heated  and  gapes,  and  an  acute 
fmarting  pain  is  felt  in  voiding  urine, 
like  the  pricking  of ^pins  or  needles, 
efpecially  after  evacuation,  called  ar- 
dor wince , or  fealding  of  water. 

The  mucal  glands  are  now  ftimu- 
lated to  an  increafed  difeafed  adion, 
and  pour  forth  abundance  of  purulent 
mucus,  contaminated  with  the  vene- 
real infeflion. 

IV.  The  difeharge,  or  running, 
foon  becomes  more  purulent,  has  a 
yellowifti,  or  greenifti  colour ; the  heat, 
inflammation,  and  pricking  pains  in- 
creafe,  and  are  often  accompanied 
with  a painful  nocturnal  eredfion, 
called  chordee. 

Thefe, 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
thartic  falts,  with  or  without  manna, 
rhubarb,  infufions  of  fenna,  Sec. 

The  particles  of  urine  are  rendered 
lefs  irritating  by  avoiding  all  faked 
food  and  falts,  by  mucilaginous  and 
emollient,  demulcent  and  farinaceous 
drinks,  refrigerant  emulfions,  taken  in 
fmall  quantities;  for  copious  draughts 
of  any  liquids  may  diftend  the  veffels 
and  increafe  urinary  fecretion,  occa- 
fion  a more  frequent  difeharge  of 
urine,  and  confequently  augment  ure- 
thral irritation  *. 

The  mod  Ample  forms  of  exhibit- 
ing mercury  are,  by  the  union  of 
hydrargyrus  Jiurificatus  with  mucila- 
ginous, or  other  fubftances  : thefe 
are  applicable,  with  or  without  cam- 
phor, to  all  delicate,  nervous,  female, 
or  debilitated  habits. 

To  the  robuft  and  lefs  irritable  the 
mercurius  dulcis,  fexies  vcl  decies  fubli- 
matus , et  aqua  multeities  lotus , from  half 
a grain  to  one  of  two  grains,  formed 
into  a pill,  with  a grain  of  fugar  and 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  is  to  be  given 
every  night,  or  night  and  morning; 
vvhilft  emollient,  demulcent,  mucila- 
ginous remedies,  and  cooling  ape- 
rients, are  exhibited  f . 

The 


* Thefe  modes  of  treatment,  though  they  may  appear  diametrically  op- 
pofite  to  the  Bserhaaasian  plan  of  diluting , as  it  is  called,  have  yet  been  at- 
tended with  the  mod  decided  fuccefs  ; and  whoever  would  know  more  of  thefe 
principles  may  confult  the  third  volume  of  my  Rational  Practice  of  rkyfic,  con- 
taining the  modes  of  treating  all  difeafes  of  the  eyes,  &c.  but  particularly  that 
chapter  on  inflammation  of  the  eyes  called  ophthalmia,  fpecies  chemolis,  &c.  Sec. 
where  the  rationale  of  the  non-diluting  pradlice  is  amply  confidered,  on  felf- 
evident  principles.  In  the  introdudlion  this  fubjedl  is  likewife  difeufled. 

-f  The  mercurius  dulcis,  fexies  njel  decies  fublimatus,  preeparatus  et  lotus,  which  I 
formerly  recommended  under  the  name  of  aquila  alba , is,  next  to  pil.  hydrarg.  one 
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Affeflions , &c. 

Thefe,  conjointly,  may  be  denomi- 
nated the  purulent  Jlage  of  recent 
venereal  infection. 

AH  the  recited  fymptoms  are  more 
or  lefs  violent,  continue  for  longer  or 
fhorter  periods,  according  to  feafons 
of  the  year,  climate,  age,  fex,  and 
confHcutions. 

V.  As  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
and  painful  fenfations  diminilh,  the 
greenifh  or  yellow  difcharge  difap- 
pears,  the  heat  in  voiding  urine  ceafes, 
and  the  matter  ifluing  through  the  ure- 
thra becomes  gradually  more  vifcid  and 
white,  lefs  in  quantity,  daily  attended 
with  a flight  fenfation  of  itching  in 
the  urethra,  and,  finally,  ceafes  to 

flow. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 

The  venereal  poifoii  is  much  more' 
eafily  attacked  and  defeated  when  re- 
cent in  the  urethra,  glans  penis,  Sec. 
than  when,  by  fatai  omi.uous  in  this 
early  period,  it  is  fuffered  to  ravage 
at  large  in  the  conftitution,  which 
often  happens  from  the  furgeon 
and  patient  thinking  too  lightly  of 
frefli -contracted  venereal  infeCtion, 
and  fuppofing  it  cured  when  the 
fymptoms  have  only  been  mitigated. 

Great  cleanlinefs  is  neceflary  to 
prevent  repeated  mifehief  from  the 
venereal  venom,  during  the  virulent 
ftage  of  the  urethral  difcharge;  for 
freflr  infeCtion  has  been  repeatedly  re- 
newed by  fuffering  the  infectious 

run- 


of  the  mildefi  mercurials,  when  its  particles  are  divided  by  faccharum  album , and 
formed  into  pills  with  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.  This  mercurial,  ad  gr.  f3>  velgr.j. 
larely  affeCts  the  flomach  or  inteftinal  canal,  and  never  requires  opium,  as  the 
common  calomel  does,  to  counteract  its  irritating  qualities.  Whether  directing 
the  calomel  to  be  only  three  times  fublimed  may  have  given  a greater  latitude  to 
thofe  ingenious  artifts,  the  laboratory  chemilts  (Who  fometimes  confider  the 
cheapeft  mode  of  preparing  medicines,  without  any  regard  to  the  confequences 
to  patients),  to  fophifticate,  or  ill  prepare  that  medicine ; is  a queflion  worthy 
of  attention. 

For  an  explanation  of  the  remedies  recommended,  and  particularly  for  the 
life  of  junior  practitioners,  formula  of  preferiptions  are  added,  as  a general  plan 
of  cure  ; which,  however,  fhould  be  altered  according  to  circumflances  of  cafes, 
conflitutions,  ages,  fexes,  Sec.  ; tor  the  fuccefs  of  all  medicine  mull  ever  depend 
on  the  diferimination  and  judgment  of  the  practitioner.  The  mod  excellent 
remedies,  improperly  applied,  do  mifehief. 

Above  thirty  years  ago,  when  I had  an  extenfive  practice  in  the  art  of  for- 
gery, I publiflied  a fliort  traCt  on  the  recent  venereal  infection,  and  was  one  of 
the  firft  who  reprobated  in  the  ftrongett  terms,  the  ufe  of  violent,  draftic,  aloetic 
and^ colocyntb  purges , huge  dofes  of  calomel,  and  all  rough  practices,  as  likewife 
afirtngent  tnjeShons,  which  I had  then  Teen  do  irreparable  mifehief.  I had,  at  that 
time,  acquired  as  many  opportunities  as  molt  practitioners  in  Europe  for  obtain- 
ing facts  in  venereal  affections,  not  only  in  England,  but  in  mod  parts  of  the 
continent,  and  whillt  in  bis  Majcfty's  fervice  at  Bellei/le,  1761,  1762,  and  1763  • 
the  Vavannah,  molt  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  America,  &c.  Very  extenf.vl 
obfervations  have  fully  confirmed  and  cftabliftied  the  truth  of  thofe  former 
doctrines,  in  many  hundreds  of  cafes. 
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Jff'edlions,  Itfc. 

flow.  This  is  the  laft  and  healing 
ftage, .when  the  cure  has  been  fkil- 
fully  managed. 

PROGNOSTIC,  OR  CONSEQ.TJENCES 

OF  THE  SYMPTOMS  OF  URE- 
THRITIS VENEREA. 

I.  According  to  the  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  and  their  judicious  or  in- 
judicious treatment,  thefe  ftages  of 
the  diforder  fooner  or  later  terminate. 

II.  The  matter,  if  not  interrupted 
by  aflringent  injections  and  other  mal- 
practices, changes  to  a light  yellow, 
and  afterwards  to  a white  colour, 
growing  daily  thicker,  as  the  irritation 
and  difeharge  diminifh,  and  as  the 
( venereal  virus,  which  gave  caul'e  to  all 
the  fymptoms,  is  extinguilhed : then 
all  appearances  gradually  vanilh ; and 
thus  the  cure,  if  properly  conduced, 
is  permanently  completed. 

III.  The  cure  of  the  urethritis  ve- 
nerea likewife  depends  much  upon  the 
length  of  time  the  infection  may  have 
been  received. 

IV.  The  mildnefs  or  virulence  of 
the  fymptoms. 

V.  The 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
running  to  remain  long  on  the  linen, 
in  one  fituation  *. 

To  the  flrongeft  conftitutions,  and 
athletic  habits,  to  foldiers  and  failors, 
not  eafily  moved  by^ight  remedies, 
calomel,  as  prepared  according  to  the 
prefent  Pharmacopoeia,  may  be  given 
in  larger  dofes,  with  more  aCfive  ca- 
thartics. In  the  painful  erection  of 
the  penis,  called  chordee , venaefedtion 
is  fometimes  neceflary,  and  anodyne, 
emollient,  and  nitrous  jcniluvia.  In- 
ternally, folution  of  nitre  in  almond 
emu llion,  cathartics,  camphor  in  large 
dofes,  with  opium,  &c.  If  much  ill- 
coloured  purulent  matter  ilfue,  then 
Jolutio  antimonialis  mercurialis , inftead 
of  other  mercurials,  may  be  admini- 
ftered,  until  the  purulency  of  the  mat-  . 
ter  be  diminifhed  in  quantity,  and 
changed  in  quality,  and  the  chordee  no 
longer  moled  or  caufe  nocturnal  in- 
quietude. In  long-continued  puru- 
lency, the  cure  is  greatly  facilitated 
by  folutio  antimonialis  mercurialis , 
or  by  hydrargyrus  muriatus  in  the 
eighth  of  a grain  three  times  a-day, 
dijjblved  and  diluted. 

whim 


* It  (hould  be  obferved,  that  I am  always  fpeaking  as  an  accurate  obferver, 
and  an  experienced  practical  phyfician,  not  as  an  idle  fpeculator ; from  a mind 
conftantly  occupied,  above  forty  years,  in  the  molt  extenfive  duties  of  the  pro- 
feffion.  Innocent  and  liarmlefs  as  the  venereal  running  has  been  pronounced 
to  be,  numbers  have  reinfeCted  themfelves  by  fuffering  their  penis  to  remain 
foaking  in  their  own  envenomed  venereal  matter,  iffuing  from  the  urethra. 
This  has  long  preferved  the  inflammatory  and  purulent  fymptoms,  and  has 
given  reafon  to  the  furgeon  to  fuppofe  the  patient  had  received  a frefh  infection. 
If  the  venereal  virus  fliottld  be  abforbed,  a confirmed  pox  may  be  the  confe- 
qnence,  many  years  after  the  fuppofed  cure.  The  matter  is  proved  to  be  in- 
fectious by  its  eafy  communication  by  coition,  and  by  a bougie  fineared  with 
the  running,  and  applied  to  another  urethra.  In  Schola  Mediants  there  is  a cafe 
of  a young  nobleman  who  poxed  himfelf  by  only  examining  the  running,  to  fee 
if  it  roped,  prefling  the  penis  between  his  finger  and  thumb,  having  received  a 
previous  puncture  on  the  finger,  by  which  the  infection  was  communicated. 
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Affections,  ific. 

V.  The  age,  fex,  and  general  ha- 
bit of  the  perfon  infefled. 

VI.  The  feafon  of  the  year ; for  it 
is  cured  with  greater  facility  in  warm 
than  in  cold  weather. 

VII.  If  the  diforder  he  not  judi- 
cionfly  treated  in  the  commencement, 
or  during  its  progrefs,  on  which  greatly 
depends  the  confirmed  cure  of  recent 
Venereal  infedion ; or  if  patients  he 
obflinate  and  negligent,  and  do  not 
avoid  cold,  exceffes  in  diet,  or  violent 
exercifes,  the  prefect  and  future  confe- 
quences  may  be  very  ferious:  amongfl 
the  former  are,  fwelled  tefticles,  bu- 
boes, inflammation  of  the  proflate 
gland,  abfcefles  in  perinaeo,  and  fif 
tula  in  ano,  long  - continued,  and 
fometimes  incurable  gleets , &c.  &c. 
Amongfl  the  latter,  from  the  abforp- 
tion  of  the  venereal  poifon,  by  means 
of  the  lymphatic  or  abforbent  fyflem, 
the  conflitution  becomes  contami- 
nated, very  often,  when  neither  phy- 
fician  nor  patient  fufpefl  the  evil; 
tlie  venereal  poifon  lies  dormant  for 
months,  or  years,  and  then  'fliows 
itfeif  in  unequivocal  fymptoms,  as 
ulcers  in  the  throat,  nofe,  and  palate; 
venereal  blotches  in  different  parts  of 
the  body;  in  fwelling  and  afFedlion  of 
the  pe.riofteum  and  bones , dreadful 
■nightly  fains  in  the  parts,  &c.  caries, 
or  rottcnncfs  of  bones;  lofs  of  uvula, 
nofe,  palate,  genital  and  other  parts. 
Such  are  the  prognoflics,  if  the  pa- 
tients be  inattentive  to  fkilful  advice 
when  the  difeafe  is  recent;  and  fuch 
may  be  the  dreadful  effefts  of  injudi- 
cious treatment  by  ajlringent  injec- 
tions, or  by  depending  on  any  method 
of  cure  without  mercury, 

\ vnr.  a 

m . 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 

Whilft  the  purulent  difeharge  con- 
tinues,. the  fame  remedies  are  expe- 
dient, and  fhould  be  repeated  until 
the  matter  ifluing  from  the  urethra 
become  white,  vifeid,  or  tenacious, 
and  fmali  in  quantity : in  this  Iaft, 
or  healing  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
little  medicine  is  neceflary,  fince  the 
powers  of  nature  reftore  the  parts  to 
their  prifline  flate.  The  abraded  fur- 
face  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
urethra  is  healed,  a bland  mucus 
iflues  from  the  mucal  glands,  defend- 
ing the  paflage  from  the  fharpnefs  of 
urine,  and  flight  tickling  fenfation  is 
felt  in  the  urethra.  If  gleet  remain, 
recourfe  may  be  had  to  terebinthinate 
balfams,  tonics,  cold  bath,  and  fimi- 
lar  remedies.  If  injeflions  be  ap- 
plied, which  are  hazardous,  nothing 
fhould  be  ufed  ftronger  than  thofe 
given  in  the  formulae  for  gleets. 

Thus  the  cure  is  perfectly  accom- 
plifhed,  without  any  apprehenfion  of 
future  ill  confequences.  If  recent 
infeftion  be  thus  treated,  Jlrifturts 
of  the  urethra,  or  confirmed  poxes, 
with  all  their  train  of  horrid  fymp- 
toms, would  feldom  be  experienced. 

It  mufl  be  confefled  that  thefe 
modes  of  treatmept  are  more  tedious 
than  fome  which  have  been  adopted 
by  many  pretenders  to  fpeedy  cures; 
but  with  everv  phyfician  of  inte- 
grity and  fkill,  the  future  fecurity  of 
the  patient  fhould  weigh  down  all 
other  confiderations.  It  is  the  duty 
of  phvfic  to  perfect  cures,  not  merely 
to  pieafe  patients  at  thq  expenfe  of 
their  future  health. 

If  by  accident  the  mouth  fhould 
become  heated  during  this  light  exhi- 
bition 
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dffie  Elions,  iffc. 

Vlir.  A l'udden  ftoppage  of  the 
running,  either  by  accident  or  art , is 
n bad  fign ; for  this  difcharge  is  the 
natural  effort  the  difeafe  takes  to  aflift 
in  effefting  a cure;  it  always  con- 
tinues in  proportion  to  the  malignity 
of  the  difeafe;  it  is  fimilar  to  thofe 
mucal  evacuations,  fo  eflentially  bene- 
ficial in  the  cure  of  catarrh,  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs;  &rc.  which  no 
wife  phyfician  would  fupprefs*  or 
counteract. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
bition  oi  hy dr  ar gyrus,  aperients  are  to 
be  repeated,  and  the  ufe  of  mercury 
fufpended.  It  is  not  intended  to 
make  the  mouth  fore,  much  lefs  to 
excite  falivation  in  the  cure  of  the 
urethritis  venerea,  but  to  extinguish 
the  venereal  virus  bv  the  gentle!! 
means;  byadminifteringfmalier  dofes 
of  mercurials  than  are  ufually  pre- 
ferred, and  continuing  them  for  a 
longer  time. 


Proffuvium  mucofum  glandis  penis ; 
or  a difcharge  from  the  glans  penis, 
caufed  by  the  matter  of  the  urethritis 
venerea  infinuating  itfelf  between  the 
glans  and  penis. 

Proffuvium  mucofum  innocuum  of  the 
fame  part  happens  without  venereal  in- 
fection, from  friClion  and  heat  in  the 
aft  of  coition. 


It  ig  cured  by  the  fame  means  as  the 
urethrkis  venerea. 


Cured  by  faturnine  lotions  and 
unguents. 


Proffuvium  chronicum.  urethrale,  called 
gleet,  whether  from  laxity  of  the 
veffels,  or  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra. 

P rofluvium  f embus  involuntarium 
•rifing  from  debility,  or  a vice  too 
common  to  vouths. 


In  the  former,  corroborants ; in  the 
latter,  mercurials,  are  necefTary,  and 
fometimes  medicated  bougies. 

Ts  cured  by  tonics,  cold  bath,  and 
abftaining  from  the  vicious  aft. 


If  patients,  difTatisfied  with  the  judicious,  fafe,  and  fuccefsful 
modes  of  praftice  already  deferibed,  and  which  have  been  firmly 
eftablifhed  by  the  moft  fkilful  practitioners,  are  determined  to  havq  the 
difcharge  checked  by  aftringents,  or  to  have  what  running  may  flow 
fupprelfed  by  art,  before  the  infection  is  entirely  removed;  it  is  better, 
after  coolly  reafoning  on  the  confequences,  and  mildly  advifing  them 
not  to  per  fill  in  fo  hazardous  a treatment,  to  fuffer  them  to  follow 
their  own  machinations.  Medicine  may  adviffe , but  it  cannot  coerce.  It 
is  poffible  fuch  unruly  patients  may  receive  prefent  confolation  by 
affringent  applications  to  the  urethra,  and  they  may  meet  with  fome 
artifis  ready  to  gratify  their  unreafonable  defires  on  fuch  occafions; 
hut  what  are  frequently,  if  not  always  the  future  consequences,  either 

D immediate 
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immediate  or  remote?  If  flriCtures  do  not  foon  follow  in  the  ure- 
thra, and  awaken  the  patient’s  fenfibility  to  his  danger ; yet  when 
the  expulfive  powers  of  the  bladder  in  advanced  life  become  weaken- 
ed, and  cannot  overcome  the  refiftance  of  the  old  contraflion,  formed 
by  drying  01  deficcative  injections,  applied  to  the  urethra,  then  the 
miferable  effeCts  of  impeded  urinal  evacuations  are  wofully  expe- 
rienced. How  many  young  men  likewife  have  been  rendered  impo- 
tent all  the  remaining  parts  of  their  lives,  from  the  impoffibility  of 
ejeding  the  femen  in  the  aCt  of  coition,  originating  in  the  mal- 
practice of  aftringent  injections?  Thoufands  of  the  aged  have  fuf- 
fered  alarming  difficulties  in  voiding  urine,  from  thefe  irrational 
fources  of  juvenile  impetuofity;  thoufands  are  now  fuffering  from  the 
fame  caufes;  and  mankind  will  continue  to  fuffer  not  only  dreadful 
affeCtions  of  the  urethra,  but  fubfequent  confirmed  poxes,  as  long  as 
a vicious  complaifance  to  the  irrational  defires  of  patients  actuates 
many  of  the  faculty  more  than  found  judgment  and  integrity*. 

* I remember  a phyfician,  who  got  immenfe  riches,  being  afked,  in  company- 
with  a few  of  the  profelTion,  to  communicate  his  fecret,  or  to  impart  by  what 
contrivances  he  acquired  fiich  confiderable  practice  and  wealth  ; for  he  was 
known  not  to  be  a conjuror  as  to  profedional  (kill.  The  arch  accumulator  of 
riches  anfwered,  “ I do  not  pretend  to  the  deeped  profedional  (kill,  but  I have 
dudied  how  to  accommodate  my  manners  to  the  extravagant  abfurdities  of 
mankind  ; I am  all  things  to  all  men , and  watch  for  the  weak  fide  of  every  one  j 
and,  in  diort,  I never  contradiBed  a lady  in  my  life.  Goye,  and  do  like’wife 


A SHORT  VIEW  OF  THE  EXTENSIVE  RAVAGES  OF  THE  VENEREAL 
DISEASE,  IN  DIFFERENT  PARTS  OF  THE  HUMAN  BODY,  WILL 
BE  EXEMPLIFIED  BY  THE  SUBSEQUENT  ARRANGEMENT;  TO 
WHICH  ARE  ADDED  GENERAL  MODES  OF  TREATMENT. 


AFFECTIONS. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  PENIS. 

URETHRITIS  venerea,  with 
running,  heat  in  making  water, 
called  dyfuria , &c. 


REMEDIES  and  TREATMENT. 

BY  cooling  diet,  bv  peniluvia,  mucila- 
ginous drinks,  emollients  and  refrigerants, 
faline  purges,  and  nitre , afterwards  by  mer- 
curials f.  If  a gleet  remain,  by  tonics, 
cold  bath,  &c. 


•f  It  has  been  a fingular  charafleriftic  in  the  writings  of  the  learned  Edinburgh 
profeffor , the  late  DoBor  Cullen,  and  fome  of  his  followers,  to  raife  doubts, 

induce 


( *9  ) 


Affections. 

Partial  or  total  sup- 
pression OF  URINE,  OR  IS- 
CHURIA, frequently  originating 
in  the  hazardous  ufe  of  aftrin- 
gent  injeiflions. 


Crystalline  vesicles, 
which  precede  chancres. 

Tubercles,  or  fmall  hard 
fwellings  on  the  penis. 

Ulcers  on  the  glans  and 
prepuce,  called  chancres,  com- 
monly fucceeding  veficles. 


Ulcers  in  the  urethra, 
known 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 

By  difcovering  and  removing  various 
caufes,  by  medicated  bougies,  &c.  whether 
it  be  caufed  by  enlarged,  indurated  pro- 
ftate  gland,  contraftions  of  the  pafftge,  tu- 
bercles, callous  ulcers,  and  fwellings  in 
the  tuba,  or  from  an  old  cicatrix,  from 
repeated  venereal  infection. 

By  removing  the  veficles  by  incifion, 
and,  afterwards,  drefiing  the  fuperficial 
ulcer  with  precipitate  digeftive,  and  pro- 
moting a difcharge  ; by  mercurials,  &c. 

To  be  refolved  by  mercurial  fomenta- 
tions, and  by  mercurials,  internally. 

By  mercurial  alteratives;  as  folutio  anti- 
monialis  mercurialis,  by  mercurial  lo- 
tions, and  digeftive  unguent ; but  never 
by  cauftics , left  the  venereal  virus'  be 
driven  into  the  habit,  which  has  often 
happened. 

By  mercurial  alteratives  internally,  by 

the. 


induce  the  profeffion  to  enter  into  ufelefs  deputations,  and  very  often  on  fubjedts 
that  have  been  determined  by  the  moft  accurate  obfervation,  and  practical  fadts : 
this  has  been  detrimental  to  the  art  in  various  inftances,  which  young  prac- 
titioners fhould  be  apprifed  of.  Such  is  the  doubt,  whether  nitre  be  benefi- 
cial in  removing  urethral  inflammation  arifing  from  venereal  infection.  If  the 
joint  teflimony  of  all  ages,  and  of  the  greateft  practical  phyficiansof  all  countries 
and  times,  long  before  the  venereal  difeafe  was  known  in  Europe;  if  the  doc- 
trines and  obfervations  of  the  greatefi  phyficians  amongfl  the  moderns  be 
admiflible,  nitre  mufl  be  admitted  one  of  the  moft  excellent  antiphlogiftics  in 
the  whole  catalogue  of  refrigerants.  That  great  man,  Hoffman,  wrote  an 
entire  treatife  on  its  ufe.  Hippocrates,  Celfus,  Araeteus,  Galen,  and  all  the  an- 
cients ufed  this  remedy.  Boerhaave,  Hoffman,  and  all  the  modern  furgeonsof 
eminence  who  have  written  on  venereal  complaints,  have  exhibited  and  recom- 
mended nitre,  and  I have  been  witnefs  to  its  great  utility  for  above  forty 
years,  both  in  my  own  pradtice  and  that  of  my  cotemporaries;  and  I can  pro- 
nounce it,  when  joined  with  the  pulvis  d tragacanth.  comp,  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  efficacious  remedies  ufed  in  the  cure  of  the  heat  of  urine,  in  the  go- 
norrhoea. Hypothecs  will  never  overturn  this  fadt;  and  in  proportion  as  it  is 
ufed  judicioufly,  according  to  the  ffate  of  different  ftomachs,  it  mu  ft  always 
Hand  unrivalled  as  an  excellent  antiphlogiftic  in  urethritis  <venereat  and  in  many 
other  cafes.  D a 
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• Affc  Chons.  Remedies  and  ‘Treatment. 

known  by  an  urethral  difcharge  the  folutio  penetrans  applied  to  the  ulcer 
oi  purulent  pus.  bv  means  of  a machine,  by  medicated 

bougies. 

1 akaphymosis,  or  impofli-  By  oiling  the  part,  or  bv  applying  fim- 
bilify  to  draw  forward  the  pre-  pie  ointment,  then  covering  the  part  with 
ffice.  a piece  of  linen,  and  gently  drawing  it 

down,  by  flight  punftures,  if  there  be 
cryftallines ; but  this  cautioufly  in  bad  ha- 
bits, left  gangrene  enfue. 

Phvmosis,  or  impoftibility  to  By  fomentations,  by  faiine  cathartics, 
draw  back  the  prepuce.  if  inflammatory  ; by  mercurials,  by  mer- 

curial and  nitrous  peniluvia. 

Involuntary  erection,  By  removing  the  caufes  of  irritation,  by 
or  priapifm.  camphor  joined  with  opium,  and  hydrargy- 

ric.  pills,  folutio  gummofa  hydrargvri,  bv 
folutio antimonialis  mercurialis,and  opium, 
i camphor,  &rc. 

Increased  desire  of  ve-  By  camphor,  opium,  and  by  removing 
nery,  or  fatyriafis.  evident  caufes,  by  cathartics,  &c. 

Chordee,  or  painful  erec-  By  emulfions  of  camplior,  opium,  and 
tion.  folutio  hydrargvri  gummofa,  by  penilu- 

vium  of  poppy-heads,  camphor,  &c. 

Impotence,  from  diminiflied  By  removing  the  caufes  of  debility,  by 
energy  in  the  nervous  or  mufcu-  increafing  mufcular  power,  by  bark,  zinc, 
lar  powers,  or  from  contrafted  and  tonics;  if  from  obftru&ion  in  the 
urethra.  urethra,  in  confequence  of  former  ajlrin- 

gent  injections,  by  medicated  bougies,  &c. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  TESTICLES. 

Thefe  frequently  arife  from  the  By  repeated  venefedion,  by  a quarter  of 
ufe  of  aftringent  injections-,  from  a grain  of  antimonium  tartarifatum  and 
-cold,  from  impioderate  exercife.  half  a grain  of  calomel,  given  every  fix 

Inflammation.  hours;  by  folutions  of  nitre,  faiine  ca- 

thartics, by  fomentations  of  nitre  and  wa- 
. ter,  by  a fufpending  trufs,  and  low  diet. 

Induration,  or  hapd-  By  unguentum  hydrargvri  mitius , with 
ness  of  the  testicle,  epi-  camphor  and  oil  as  a liniment,  by  mercu- 
didymis,  and  cancer,  &c.  rial  and  nitrous  fomentations  aqd  poultices, 

by  pilulas  fortiilimae,  mitiores,  and  puivis 
alterans  purificans,  by  folutio  antimonialis 

mercurialis, 


Affections . 
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ULCERS  OF  THE  SCROTUM 
fucceed  inflammation,  abfeefs, 
increafed  quantities  of  fluid  in 
the  cellular  ftrutture,  &c. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
mercurialis,  by  mercury  and  antimony, 
nitre,  &c.  * 

By  cinnabarine  fumigations  bis  de  die, 
by  folutio  antimonialis  mercurialis,  folutio 
hvdrargvri  gummofa,  dreflings  of  bydrar- 
gvrus  nitratus  ruber  and  fome  ointment, 
by  pi lu  tec  alterantes;  if  with  flaccid  edges 
and  livid  in  colour,  by  cort.  Peruvianus, 
vitriolic  acid,  zinctim  vitriolatum,  and 
tonics. 


diseases  of  the  peostate  Such  cafes  require  a fpeedy  and  fpirited 
gland.  antiphlogiftic  treatment,  or  abfeefles,  arid 

Thefe  mod  frequently  happen  incurable  ulcers,  follow, 
from  mal-treatment ; but  parti- 
cularly by  aftringent  inje&ions. 


inflammation. 

This  is  known  by  intenfe 
pain  of  the  part,  difficulty  in 
voiding  the  urine,  or  total  fup- 
preffion. 


By  bleeding,  reproducing  the  running, 
by  a medicated  bougie,  by  antiphlogiftics, 
cooling  cathartics,  by  bathing  the  perinaemia 
and  anus  in  a warm  nitrous  bath. 


* A gentleman  who  laboured  under  a cancerous  affeftion  of  the  tefticle,  and 
who  had  taken  that  inefficacious  drug  hemlock,  &c.  was  ftrenuoufly  advifed 
by  a mod  eminent  anatomift,  in  confultation  with  the  late  celebrated  and  excel- 
lent furgeon  Mr.  Pcrc'vval  Pott,  to  undergo  caftration,  and  the  patient  had  con- 
fe.nted.  Undemanding  that  the  operation  might  put  a period  to  his  exiftence, 
he  was  making  his  will,  when  a friend,  accidentally  coining  in,  recommended 
him  to  have  my  opinion.  On  examining  the  cafe,  I found  it  cancerous,  with 
an  enlarged  and  hardened  fpermatic  chord.  Dr.  Kennedy,  in  Great  Qgieen 
Street,  was  the  gentleman  who  met  me  in  confultation.  I delivered  my 
opinion:  r.  That  there  was  no  urgent  necefliry  for  the  operation.  2.  That  bv 
an  alterative  mineral  courfe  there  was  fome  probability  of  curing  the  complaint, 
w hich  had  happened  in  many  fimilar  inftances.  3.  That  if  the  means  I wifhed 
to  recommend  failed,  yet  he  might  live,  like  many  others,  feveral  years,  with- 
out any  great  inconvenience  from  a fchirrous  tefticle.  Dr.  Kennedy  agreed  to  the 
plan  of  cure  propofed,  which  was  to  give  piltilae  alterantes  fortiores  ad  gr.  ij.  ter 
die,  and  pulvis  alterans  purificans  ad  £)ij.  af:er  each  dofe.  Thefe  large  dofet 
the  patient  bore  well,  and  was  perfectly  cured  in  about  three  months,  by  perfe- 
verance  in  the  remedies,  and  by  the  application  of  ungentum  hydrargyri  cam- 
phoratum.  It  is  fifteen  years  ago;  the  gentleman  is  now  living  and  in  excel- 
lent health.  Thus  was  a human  being  fnatched  front  a cruel  operation,  which 
plight  have  bereaved  the  world  and  his  friends  of  a valuable  life. 


( 22  ) 


■Affections, 

ABSCESS  AND  ULCERS. 

This  is  known  by  the  abfcefs 
burftingin  the  urethra,  and  dif- 
charge  of  purulent  pus,  by  pain, 
or  by  fuppu  ration  in  jicrinaeo , or 
about  the  anus. 

ScHIRRUSjOR  INDURATION. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  PERINEUM 
AND  ANUS. 

Fistula  of  the  peri- 
neum commonly  arifes  from 
abfcefs  {\icceed\ngfupprejjed  run- 
ning. Sometimes  the  urine  pafles 
through  two  or  three  openings  : 
dreadful  lituation ! 


Remedies  and  Treatment . 

By  mercurials,  a proper  regimen,  tere- 
binthinate  remedies,  gum  olibanum,  and, 
fometimes,  by  medicated  bougie5,  accord- 
ing to  circumftances. 

By  pilules  alter  antes  miliores , fortiores, 
fortijjima ; by  mercurial  ointments  with 
camphor  applied  to  the  perineum;  by 
fumigations  of  cinnabar  to  the  fame 
part;  by  folutio  mercurialis,  and  nitre  *. 

By  caujlicum  camphoratum , opening 
the  external  orifice;  by  the  immiflion  of 
fponge  tent,  repeatedly  and  long  continued, 
armed  with  precipitate  digeftive;  by  bou- 
gies, or  by  flexible  catheters,  to  prevent 
injuries  of  the  cellular  ftru&ure ; by  cin- 
nabarine  fumigations,  camphorated  mer- 
curial ointments,  and  by  mercurials  inter- 
nally, and  alteratives,  as  folutio  antimo- 
nialis  mercurialis,  &c. 


* Inoculation  of  the  venereal  infection,  by  means  of  a bougie,  with  matter 
of  a perfon  labouring  under  recent  venereal  urethritis , has  been  pra&ifed  in  the 
cure  of  hardened  teflicles,  by  reproducing  the  fupprefled  running;  but  I do 
not  think  fuch  practice  moral  or  juftifiable. 

This  has  been  done  and  publiflied  by  Hirfchel,  at  Berlin,  1766.  A bougie 
was  introduced  into  the  urethra  of  a man  infected  with  the  venereal  gonorrhoea 
(urethritis  venerea),  which  remained  in  the  urethra  fome  hours,  until  the  bougie 
was  well  covered  with  matter.  Then  being  withdrawn,  it  was  immediately 
introduced  into  the  urethra  of  a man  who  had  fuffered  under  a fupprefled 
gonorrhoea,  and  was  kept  in  the  urethra  five  or  fix  hours,  until  the  fealding 
and  running,  with  the  other  fymptoms  of  gonorrhoea,  re-appeared.  The 
military  furgeon  Odenkirchen  applied  this  mode  to  a foldier,  who  had  laboured 
under  an  indurated  teflicle,  enlarged  to  the  fize  of  two  fills,  as  hard  as  wood, 
from  a fuppiefled  gonorrhoea  of  four  years  (landing;  and  repeating  the  plan, 
he  cured  the  foldier.  Inoculation  from  gonorrhoea  benigna  did  not  fucceed. 
This  experiment,  though  fuccefsful,  will  rarely  be  repeated  ; but  it  proves 
how  barm/efs  and  innocent  the  venereal poifon  in  urethra  is;  for  this  innocent  mat- 
ter can  communicate  the  virus  without  coition:  hence  the  neccflity  of  keeping 
the  end  of  the  penis  clean  in  the  difurder,  &c. 
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Affeftions.  t 

Fistula  of  the  anus 
more  frequently  arifes  from  ve- 
nereal affe<51ions  ill  cured,  than 
from  any  other  caufe.  That 
excellent  furgeon,  Mr.  Samuel 
Sharp,  obferves,  that  there  are 
few  he  could  not  trace  to  arife 
from  the  venereal  virus. 


CONTRACTION  OF  THE  ANUS. 

This  arifes  fpontaneoufly  from 
the  venereal  virus,  but  is  not 
frequent,  and  is  commonly  fpaf- 
modic  from  nervous  confent  of 
parts. 

VENEREAL  WARTS  AND  EX- 
CRESCENCES.— Thefeare  fome- 
times  proofs  of  venereal  infec- 
tion, fometimes  not. 


Buboes,  or  swellings  of 

THE  LYMPHATIC  GLANDS  OF 

the  groin. — Thefe  commonly 
originate  from  fupprefling  the 
running  by  ftyptic  inje&ions. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 

By  attention  to  circumftances ; if  exter- 
nal, by  the  modes  already  recited ; and  to 
be  cautious  about  a too  free  ufe  of  the 
knife,  unlefs  prefling  fymptonis  render  it 
neceffary. 

Fiftulae  connected  with  difeafed  proftate 
gland,  or  veficulas  feminales,  are  difficult  of 
cure,  but  fliould  be  attempted  by  the  means 
recommended  in  fiftnla  of  the  perinaeum, 
with  attention  to  circumftances. 

Internal  fiftula  fliould  be  attempted  by 
injecting  folutio  hydrargyri  muriati,  by 
fumigations  and  mercurial  alteratives ; by 
which  means  many  have  been  cured  with- 
out cutting,  or  greatly  relieved. 

Firft  by  bougies  with  unguentum  hy- 
drarg.  camphoratum,  afterwards  large 
fponge  tents  with  the  fame  unguentum  ; 
but  if  dilatation  be  impracticable  by  thefe 
means,  fcarifications  are  to  be  made,  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  of  firambilla,  joined 
to  the  internal  ufe  of  the  above  medicines, 
with  mercurials  and  camphor,  internally. 

By  caufticum  camphoratum  fienicillo 
apjilicandum , whether  in  the  vagina,  on 
the  prepuce  or  glans  penis,  or  near  the 
anus,  &c.  From  their  variety  of  figure 
they  have  acquired  many  names.  I have 
known  them  fometimes  drop  off  under  a 
mercurial  courfe;  at  other  times  repeated 
falivations  fail  of  removing  them. 

If  inflamed  and  tending  to  abfeefs,  fup- 
purating  cataplafms  are  to  be  applied,  and 
afterwards  opened  by  incifion ; if  indurated, 
unguentum  hydrargyri  camphoratum  is  to 
be  well  rubbed  on  the  under  part  of  the 
penis,  groins,  and  inner  part  of  the  thighs. 
In  both  cafes  mercurial  alteratives  are  ne- 
ceffary,  not  only  during,  but  after  the 
cure,  left  any  taint  of  the  venereal  poifon 
remain,  or  be  conveyed  to  the  conftitution. 


( 24  ) 


Affections. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

Copper  - coloured  venereal 
fpots,  fcabs,  fiffures,  or  cracks 
in  the  palms  of  the  hands,  puf- 
tules,  ferpentine  eruptions,  tinea 
or  fcald  head,  falling  off  of  the 
hair  and  nails,  itching,  fpots  re- 
fembling  ieprofy,  cutaneous  ul- 
cerations, commonly  accompa- 
nied with  other  figns  of  chronic 
venereal  infection. 


IN  THE  EYES. 

rNFUMMATION,  OR  OPH- 
THALMIA. 

This  is  fometimes  conveyed 
by  the  fingers  rubbing  the  eyes 
during  a venereal  running,  or 
eccafioned  by  a fuppreffed  run- 
King. 

Exudation  of  pus  from 

THE  EYE-LIDS. 


Spots  or  specks  on  the 
cornea,  from  infpiffation  of 
fluid  in  the  laminae,  &-c. 


Ul  CERS  OF  THE  CORNEA. 

Pus,  or  matter  in  the 
eyeball. 

Fistula  lachrymalis. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 

All  thefe  varieties,  as  they  fpring  from 
one  fource,  are  to  be  treated  in  a fimilar 
manner;  by  mercurial  alteratives,  as  pilulae 
alterantes  fortiffimai,  fortiores,  mitiores, 
and  by  mercurial  fri&ions,  everv  fecund 
or  third  night,  without  exciting  faiivation, 
or  by  folutio  antimonialis  mercurialis,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  periofteum  of  bones  be  affect- 
ed, caufing  nightly  pains  in  the  fliins, 
arms,  ixc. ; and  by  mercurial  lotions,  by 
light  faiivation,  if  accompanied  with  dif- 
eafes  of  the  periofteum,  or  bones,  &c. 

By  mercurial  alteratives  and  the  lotio 
penetrans.  I have  known  opacities  of  the 
cornea,  and  blindnefs,  to  enfue  before  the 
caules  were  known.  See  third  volume  of 
the  Rational  Practice  of  Phjfic. 


To  be  treated  on  a plan  fimilar  to  the 
foregoing,  and  with  aqua  ophthalmicagum- 
mofa,  ever  avoiding  poultices  in  alldifeafes 
of  the  eyes,  left  fuppuration  happen  *. 

By  the  external  ufe  of  the  lotio fenetrans ; 
internally,  bv  folutio  antimonialis  mercurialis 
cum  nitro,  or  other  mercurial  alteratives; 
folutio  hvdrargyri  gummofa;  pilulrc  alte- 
rantes, &c. ; according  to  cafes  and  con- 
ftitutions. 

By  fimilar  methods,  or  with  aqua 
ophthalmica  gummofa. 

If  formed  under  the  cornea,  the  eve 
fometimes  burlts,  the  humours  are  eva- 
cuated, and  an  incurable  'blindnefs  mull 
be  the  confcquence. 

Accordino  to  art  and  circumftances,  bv 


See  third  volume  of  Rational  Practice  of  Phjfic,  on  eye  difeafes,  particularly 
ophthalmia  ntnetta,  Sc C. 
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AffeElions. 

Arifing  from  obftruCtion,  or 
difeafe  of  the  duCtus  lachrvmalis, 
and  known  by  tears  or  matter 
flowing  down  the  cheek,  &e. 

Letra  venerea,  or  vene- 
j'eal  leprofy,  when  the  two  evils 
are  joined  with  falling  off  of  hair, 
crulted  eruptions,  &c. 

Tumours  on  the  margin 
of  the  eye-lids  are  various, 
as  hordeolum,  &c.  See  vol.  iii. 
Rational  Practice. 


Loss  of  sight  fometimes 
arifes  from  violent  falivations, 
from  cold,  from  internal  difeafe, 
from  flopping  the  running  by 
aftringents,  &c. 

AFFECTION  OF  THE  EARS,  OR 
COPHOSIS. 

This  is  a perfect  or  imperfeCt 
deafnefs  from  the  venereal  poi- 
fon,  arifing  either  from  fup- 
prefled  running , caries  of  the 
bones,  of  the  ear,  from  fome 
venereal  vice  of  the  fauces,  or 
morbid  effeCt  of  the  ItruCture  of 
the  ear,  ulcer,  &c. 

OF  THE  NOSE. 

Ulceration,  known  by  fnu filing, 
a difeharge  of  fetid  matter,  or 
is  vifible. 
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Remedies  and  Treatment. 
the  lotio  penetrans,  by  mercurial  altera- 
tives, and,  in  fome  cafes,  by  an  operation 
to  liberate  the  obltruCted  nafal  duCt.  See 
third  volume  of  Rational  Practice  ofPIyfa. 

Cured  by  folutio  hydrarg.  muriati*  ; or 
by  Ward' s White  Drop,  which  prepara- 
tion being  long  publifhed,  is  not,  as  for- 
merly, a quack  medicine. 

To  be  deftroyed  by  the  caufticum  cam- 
phoratum,  if  indurated  and  troublefome ; 
if  fuppurating  or  eneyfted,  to  be  opened 
at  a proper  time,  and  by  deftroying  the 
cy ft:,  or  they  return  ; by  mercurial  altera- 
tives. 

By  various  remedies,  according  to  caufes, 
whether  in  the  cornea  tranfparens,  from 
turbid  aqueous  humour,  from  opacity  of 
the  cryftalline  lens,  or  its  capfule;  from 
contracted,  or  from  immoveable  pupils, 
cataraCt,  gutta  ferena,  &c. 

Internally,  by  mercurial  alteratives;  ex-- 
ternally,  by  cinnabarine  fumigations,  lotio 
penetrans,  &c.  The  fumigation  to  be 
conveyed  by  an  inftrument,  that  I invented 
many  years  ago,  which  is  quite  fuperior 
to  the  common  fumigating  machine.  It  is 
an  iron  funnel,  about  eighteen  inches  long, 
curved  at  the  top,  to  which  is  added  a 
quill  or  ivory  tube,  to  diminifli  the  heat  of 
the  iron,  whilft  the  fume  is  palling. 

By  cinnabarine  fumigations,  by  folutio 

antimonialismercurialis,  mercurial  frictions 

at  proper  diltances,  fo  as  not  to  falivate ; 
by  injections  of  hydrargyrus  muriatus  dif- 
folved  in  aqua , cautioufly  applied. 


* I have  had  an  inltance  of  a woman  in  Davies  Street,  where  the  eruption, 
fealed  in  a furprifing  quantity.  See  likewife  Raymond,  Traite  des  Maladies 
qu’d  eft  dangereux  de  guerir;  and,  Differ,  atione  fopra  le  Malatie , que  f,  curano  net 
regio  Spcdale  di  S.  Eusebio  in  Fiorenze.  Nihil  frequentius  eft  connubio  leproli 
et  venerei  dicit  Schilunc  in  fuo  libro  de  Lepra,  p.  30, 
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Affections. 

LOSS  OR  DEFORMITY  OF  THE 
NOSE. 

This  is  occafioned  by  the  de- 
ftruttion  of  the  feptum  and  nafal 
bones.  It  makes  a man  appear 
like  a monkey,  or  ape;  miferable 
eiTeft  of  venereal  poifon,  neglect, 
or  ill-treated  recent  infection  ! I 
have  known  fome  inftances 
where  I could  trace  the  lofs  of 
the  nofe  to  the  improper  ufe  of 
ajlr  'ingent  iujettions,  or  by  treat- 
ing the  venereal  virus  without 
its  grand  fpecific,  mercury,  when 
recent. 

OF  THE  MOUTH. 
APHTHjE,  OR  LITTLE  ULCERS. 

Thefe  arife  from  fucking  in- 
fected nurfes,  or  from  confirmed 
lues. 

VENEREAL  ULCERS  OF  THE 
Lirs,  MOUTH,  AND  PALATE. 

Thefe  have  arifen  from  merely 
tiffing,  lafcivioufly,  an  infeCted 
perfon  with  ulcers  of  the  venereal 
kind  in  the  mouth,  &c. 

OF  THE  NECK  AND  FAUCES. 

Scrophulous  fvvellings,  or 
king’s  evil  of  the  neck,  throat, 
Or  of  any  lymphatic  gland,  from 
venereal  caufes. 

SORE  THROAT. 

• * 

This  is  known  by  difficulty 

in  fwallowing,  with  or  without 
venereal  ulcers,  or  inflammation, 
hoarfenefs,  &c.  and  is  generally 
vifible,  by  examining  the  fauces. 


( 26  ) 

Remedies  and  Treatment. 

It  is  incurable;  but  if  accompanied  with 
ulceration,  fumigations  fhould  be  ufed ; 
and  afterwards  the  only  remedy  is  an  artifi- 
cial nofe:  miferable  recourfe! 

Before  the  misfortune  happens,  every 
method  art  cSn  fuggeft  fhould  be  fkilfully 
applied,  according  to  the  various  circum- 
ftances ; for  fometimes  the  uvula,  palate, 
and  fauces,  are  complicated  in  the  dread- 
ful cafe,  the  treatment  of  which  requires 
the  utmoft  circumfpeCtion. 

The  venereal  deformities  have  been  ac- 
curately fupplied  by  the  ingenious  M.  F>e 
Chemant , now  in  London. 


Bv  folutio  hydrargyri  gummofa  faccha- 
, rata,  in  children,  and  by  the  general  me- 
thods in  other  inftances. 

By  fumigations  of  cinnabar  bis  de  die, 
by  mercurials,  or  alteratives,  until  the 
ulcers  be  healed,  and  the  venereal  poifon 
extinguifhed ; and  by  a continuance  of 
the  remedies  for  fome  time  after  all  the 
fymptoms  have  difappeared.  The  fame 
fhould  be  obferved  in  all  chronic  venereal 
cafes. 

By  mercurial  alteratives ; as  pilulie  alte- 
rantes,  mercurial  courfes ; and  when  i; 
happens  to  infants,  from  infected  parents, 
by  fimilar  means. 

By  antiphlogiftics  joined  with  mercurial;, 
if  inflamed  ; if  tending  to  gangrene,  in  bad 
habits,  by  antifeptics  and  tonics,  as  bark, 
vitriolic  acid,  &c.  The  virus  of  the  dif- 
eafe  remaining  mult  be  treated  with  the 
mildeft  mercurial  alteratives,  until  the  lues 
be  perfectly  extinguifhed. 


Affections. 

OF  THE  BONES, 

As  nodes  or  tophs,  thickened 
periofteum  of  the  middle  part, 
or  extremities  of  bones,  &c. 
They  happen  in  the  tibia,  or 
fit  in  bone,  forehead,  and  other 
bones,  fternum,  &c.  which  if 
the  periofleum  be  detached,  a 
caries  is  the  confequence. 

CARIES,  OR  ROTTENNESS. 

This,  fometimes,  arifes  from  a 
too  long  continued  life  of  mer- 
curial frictions , and  from  too 
fevere  falivations, 

SPINA  VENTOSA. 

This  is  the  corruption  of 
bones,  beginning  internally,  and 
paffing  through  the  whole  ftib- 
ftance,  enlarging  the  bone,  and 
appearing  externally;  fometimes 
ulcerated,  fometimes  not. 

SOFTNESS  OF  THE  BONES,  OR 
BRITTLENESS. 

The  former  is  known  by  a 
decreafe  of  ftature,  curvature  of 
bones ; the  latter  by  fradture,  on 

flight  occafions. A more 

wretched  fituation  for  a human 
being  can  rarely  be  conceived. 

In  the  Salpetriere  at  Paris, 
amongft  the  incurables,  thefe 
dreadful  calamities  are  feen,  the 
effects  of  bad  pradlice,  &c. 

OF  THE  JOINTS,  AS  GANGLI- 
ONS, ANCHYLOSIS  VENE- 
REA, OR  IMMOBILITY  OF 

THE  JOINT. 

Thefe  may  arife  from  difjeafed 
fvnovial  glands,  from  depofition 
of  fluid,  when  abforption  is  im- 
peded, or  from  the  abfence  of 
fecretion.' 
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Remedies  and  Treatment. 

Externally,  by  perpetual  veficatories,  or 
bliflers,  applied  to  the  fwellings,  to  prevent 
formation  of  matter,  and  detachment  of 
the  perio/ieufn , which  are  generally  follow- 
ed by  caries,  or  rotten  bones.  Internally, 
folutioantimonialis  mercurialis;  externally, 
mercurial  fridtions,  by  falivations,  judi- 
cioufly  raifed  and  gently  continued. 

By  waiting  the  exfoliation  of  bones,  by 
diminifhing  or  fufpending  the'ufe  of  mer- 
cury, by  the  ufe  of  bark,  decodlion  of 
farfaparilla  and  milk,  with  attention  to  the 
exifting  circumftances. 

If  not  ulcerated,  by  mercurials,  freely 
ufed  internally  and  externally ; by  fridlions 
with  camphor;  or  by  applying  unguentum 
hydrarg.  camphorat.  in  a poultice.  If 
greatly  enlarged,  ulcerated,  and  incurable, 
by  other  means,  amputation  of  the  part,  if 
poffible,  is  neceflary. 

Thefe  cafes  are  generally  incurable. 
Mercury  fometimes  aggravates  all  the 
fymptoms,  and  thefe  affedlions  fometimes 
arife  from  too  fevere  falivations ; or  too 
long  continued  ufe  of  mercury. 

By  applications  and  remedies,  accord- 
ing to  circumftances  ; by  bark,  vitriolated 
zinc,  tonics,  and  fimilar  remedies,  which 
help  to  repair  the  broken  conftitution,  and 
by  chirurgical  afliftance,  fufpending  the 
ufe  of  mercury. 

Thefe  deep-feated  complaints  are  gene- 
rally irremediable ; for  not  only  the  bones 
and  periofteum  are  affedled;  but  cartilages 
covering  the  heads  of  bones,  concretions 
of  joints,  are  the  confequence. 

Antivenereal  fomentations  and  baths, 
the  moft  penetrating  mercurials,  perpetual 
blifters,  Sec.  are  proper. 
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AffcBlons. 

White  swellings  are 
more  common  in  the  knee  than 
any  other  joint ; they,  however, 
happen  in  the  elbow,  and  even 
in  the  wrift$. 

CONTRACTIONS 

Chiefly  arife  from  difeafed 
tendons  and  nervous  obftruc- 
tions,  &c.  chronic  fpafms,  &c. 

DISEASES  PECULIAR  TO  WO- 
MEN. 

OF  THE  GENITAL  PARTS. 

Le  UCORRHCEA  VENEREA  is 
a difcharge  from  the  vagina, 
arifing  from  venereal  infection, 
with  heat  in  the  urine,  &c. 

Swelling  and  inflam- 
mation OF  THE  LABIA  P U - 
DENDI  AND  OTHER  PARTS, 
ABSCESS,  WITH  SCIRRHUS, 
&C. 

Induration.' Sometimes 

the  fcirrhi  of  the  labia  are  in- 
curable, except  by  operation — 
dreadful  alternative! 

Ulcers  of  the  vulva  are 
fimilar  to  chancres  of  the  glans 
penis  of  men,  which  fhould  never 
be  treated  with  cauftics,  as  I 
have  known  them  to  produce 
future  poxes. 

Ulcers  of  the  vagina: 
fimilar  to  the  former,  in  which 
cauftical  applications  fhould  be 
avoided,  and  a dilcharge  pro- 
moted. 

Affections  of  the  ute- 
ft  VS.— -Inflammation,  fcirrhus,  or 

ulcer 
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Remedies  and  Treatment. 
frequently  incurable;  but  fhould  be 
attempted  by  blifters,  long  continued,  by 
powerful  mercurial  courfes,  yef  managed 
fo  as  not  to  produce  violent  effedfs  on  the 
conftitution,  by  alteratives,  &c.  mercu- 
rial fomentations  and  cataplafms,  &c. 

Thefe  are  rarely  cured;  but  caufes,  as 
far  as  poffible,  fhould  be  inveftigated  and 
removed  by  mercurial  fomentations,  oint- 
ments, folutio  antimonialis  mercurialis,  by 
pilulae  alterantes,  &c.  &c. 


By  means  fimilar  to  thofe  recommended 
in  the  urethritis  venerea  of  men,  only  in 
frnaller  dofes  and  the  moft  gentle  remedies, 
yet  always  fufficient  to  exterminate  the 
poifonous  venereal  infeftion. 

By  antiphlogiftics,  light  faline  aperients, 
by  fomentation  of  nitrous  folutions  and 
cataplafmata  emollientia,  by  removing  ori- 
ginal caufes,  and  the  judicious  application 
of  mercurials,  by  a feton. 

To  be  treated  in  a method  fimrlar  to 
that  recommended  in  the  affections  of  tef- 
ticles  in  men,  but  by  milder  preparations, 
and  in  frnaller  dofes. 

By  wafning  the  affedfed  parts  with  folutio 
hydrargyri  muriati,  and  dreffing  them  with 
ung.  digefliv.  prnecipitat.  rubr. : if  difficult 
of  cure,  by  cinnabarine  fumigations,  by 
folutio  antimonialis  to  the  ftrong,  and  fo- 
lutio hydrargyri  gummofa  to  the  delicate 
of  conftitution. 

By  wafhing  the  affefted  parts  with  fo- 
lutio hydrargyri  muriati,  and  dreffing  them 
with  precipitate  digeftive ; by  fumigations 
pjul  internally  mercurials. 

If  either  fcirrhus,  or  ulcer,  very  difficult 
qf  cure,  or  incurable;  but  to  be  attempted 
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Affections. 

ulcer  of  the  os  uteri,  happen  from 
venereal  virus. 

In  fome  few  inltanees,  but 
very  rarely,  have  I been  able  to 
cure  ulcus  uteri.  See  my  Trea- 
tife  on  Cancers,  to  prevent  im- 
pofitions  of  pretenders. 

OF  THE  BREASTS. 

Inflammation. The 

breafts  of  women  have  been  in- 
flamed by  infants  fucking,  who 
have  had  from  birth  lues  venerea. 

Ulcer  ation  fucceeds  to  in- 
flammation and  abfcefs;  and  in- 
curable fcirrhi,  and  cancer  to 
thefe,  are  fubfequents. 

The  fcirrhus  in  the  firfl:  ftage 
is  fometimes  curable ; operations 
in  the  fcirrhi  fucceed  for  a 
time,  but  the  difeafe  after,  often 
breaks  out  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence. See  Treatife  on  Cancers, 
See. 

INTERNAL  AFFECTIONS  OF 

THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

COMMON  TO  BOTH  SEXES. 

FEVERS. 

In  the  inflammatory  ftage  of 
the  urethritis  venerea  from  fwelled 
and  inflamed  proftate,  tefticles, 
prepuce,  glans,  or  groin,  throat, 
and  fauces ; ariflng  from  the 
venereal  virus  caufing  inflamma- 
tion, or  the  fudden  vanifhing  of 
buboes,  or  other  venereal  fymp- 
toms,  from  impure  coition,  not 
affecting  the  genital  parts,  from 
the  running  fupprefled,  and  ab- 
forption  of  the  virus  into  the 
conftitution,  exciting  fevers. 
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Remedies  and  Treatment. 
by  mercurial,  alteratives,  as  pilulas  alte-- 
rantes  fortiores,  &c.  by  injections  of  fo- 
lutio  hydrargyri  muriati,  and  attention  to 
circumftances;  by  opiates.  In  thefe  caferf 
a complete  knowledge  of  midwifery  is  ne- 
ceflary,  particularly  the  touch. 


By  bleeding,  antiphlogiftic  aperients* 
and  faline  remedies,  by  fuppurative  poul- 
tices, if  tending  to  abfcefs,  by  mercurial 
alteratives  afterwards,  if  induration  remain, 
by  pilulae  alterantes  fortiores,  & c. 

By  pledgets  of  precipitate  digeflive  with 
mercurials,  internally,  as  alteratives,  Sec. 

There  are  varieties  of  female  difeafe  that 
arife  from  venereal  infection,  difficult  to 
difeover;  therefore  penetration,  caution, 
and  prudence,  are  very  neceflaryin  practi- 
tioners, left  they  be  deceived.  The  deli- 
cacy of  the  fex  frequently  compels  them  to 
conceal  what  the  medical  art  mud  com- 
prehend. 


By  venaefection,  antiphlogiftics,  and  fa- 
line  purges,  with  mercurials,  as  folutio 
antimonialis  mercurialis  cum  nitre,  folutio 
hydrargyri  gummofa,  with  nitre  and  tar- 
tarifed  antimony,  faline  . draughts,  and 
camphor,  with  antimonial  diaphoretics, 
continually  preferving  a moderate  perfpi- 
ration  through  the  whole  cure.  By  welj 
comprehending  indications,  contra-indica- 
tions, fymptoms,  and  curative  intentions. 
By  reproducing  the  running,  by  means  of 
medicated  bougies,  which  fee  hereafter. 


Affecllons. 

Eruptive  fevers,  if  not 
putrid-tending. 

\ 


Nervous  slow  fevers. 

Bilious  fevers. 

Hectic. — This  arifes  from 
concealed  or  open  ulcers,  caufing 
abforption  and  confumption  of 
the  body,  coughs,  &c. 

Intermittent. They 

happen  in  moift  places,  in  cold 
air,  from  long-continued  eaft  and 
north-eaft winds.  They areeither 
quotidian,  tertian,  or  quartan. 


SPASMODIC  AFFECTIONS. 
TETANUS,  OK  SPASMODIC 
RIGIDITY. 

This  is  an  univerfal  rigidity 
of  the  mufcles  of  the  whole 
body. 

Epifthotonos  and  emproftho- 
tonos  are  partial  contractions  of 
the  mufcles  of  the  neck. 

Trifmus,  or  locked  jaw:  this 
happens  fometimes  from  too 
flrong  falivations. 

Epii.efsy,  or  convui.sed 
fits,  arife  from  various  caufes 
of  irritation,  caries  of  bones,  &c. 

OF  THE  SENSES. 

Languor,  commonly  arifino 
from  debility,  diminiflied  nerv- 
ous powers,  Sec. 
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Remedies  and  Treatment. 

By  means  fimilar  to  thofe  recommended 
above,  or  by  pilulse  alterantes  cum  hauftu 
falino,  by  volatile  faline  draughts,  cuman- 
timonio  tartarifato,  camphor,  fnakeroot, 
&c. 

By  bark,  vitriolated  zinc  ad  gr.  \ vel  •§ 
diflolved,  by  alteratives  mane  et  nocte. 

By  fapo,  pilulse  hydrargyri  and  rhubarb, 
by  kali  acetatum,  fal  polychrefl.  Sec.  &c. 

By  folutio  hydrarg.  gummofa,  camphor, 
antimon.  tart,  and  faline  remedies;  piiula 
hydrarg.  cum  piiula  fcillitica  et  piiula  e 
ftyrace,  &c. 

If  idiopathic  from  venereal  virus,  by 
mercurials  and  antimonials;  if  acceflbria, 
arifing  from  its  own  caufe  in  venereal 
patients,  by  cortex,  zincum  vitriolatum 
during  the  intermiffions  and  mercurials, 
with  antimonials  during  the  febrile  pa- 
roxvfm. 

By  mufk,  camphor,  mercurial  altera- 
tives, warm  nitrous  baths,  opium,  and  all 
antifpafmodics;  but  they  frequently  fail.  I 
have  given  an  account  of  fix  remarkable 
cafes  of  tetanus  and  locked-jaw,  cured  bv 
pilules  alterantes  fortiores,  and  camphor, 
&c.  See  vol.  ii.  of  Rational  Pr  a ft  ice  of 
Phfc,  where  may  be  feen  numerous  prac- 
tical remarks  and  prefcriptions  for  all 
nervous  affections,  madnefs,  &c.  and  a 
treatife  on  fuicide. 

By  bleeding,  foetid  gums,  cathartics, 
camphor,  opium,  mercurials ; if  with  de- 
bility, bark,  flowers  of  zinc,  bitters,  and 
tonics,  Hoffman’s  anodyne  liquor,  in  cam- 
phor-julep, cinnabar  and  camphor,  Sec. 

By  zincated  and  vitriolic  preparations; 
bark,  chalybeates,  bitters,  volatiles,  and 
cardiacs ; and  by  removing  caufes,  Millers, 
eleflricity,  &c. 
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AffeRions. 

Palsy. — Partial  or  total  abo- 
lition of  mtifcular  powers.  See 
Palfy,in  theTreatife  on  Nervous 
Difeafes,  &c.  At  the  St.  Mary- 
le-bone  Infirmary  many  cafes 
have  been  cured  from  various 
caufes. 

Painful  affections,  arife 
from  various  caufes,  irritating 
the  nervous  fyftem,  &c. 

Violent  head-ach. 

More  violent  at  night  than  in  the 
day,  and  often  very  fevere. 

Want  of  sleep  at  night, 

WITH  OR  WITHOUT  PAIN. 

Perfons  affe&ed  with  lues,  of  de- 
licate, nervous,  and  irritable  ha- 
bits, often  fuffer  great  inquietude 
from  mental  and  corporeal  irri- 
gation. 

Com  c. — This  may  arife  from 
checked  running , or  latent  vene- 
real affeftion,  from  obftinate 
conftipation,  flatus,  violent  ef- 
fects of  mercurials  on  the  nerv- 
ous intellinal  canal,  or  nervous 
fen  Ability. 


Rheum  atism,  ischia tic  a. 
— The  former  pains  in  the  muf- 
cles,  between  the  joints,  the  lat- 
ter in  the  hip  joint. 

Difficulty  of  breath- 
ing.— From  cold  during  a mer- 
curial courfe,or  by  fudden  change 
of  air,  from  pulmonic  and  other 
caufes,  a north-eaft  wind,  &rc. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 

By  blifters  and  liniments,  to  be  applied 
not  only  where  the  lamenefs  appears,  but 
on  or  near  the  nerve,  or  nerves,  that  fend 
branches  or  furculi  to  the  part,  if  poffible ; 
by  pilulte  alterantes,  mercuriales,  common 
fait  and  warm  water  baths,  tonics,  vola-  • 
tiles,  &c. 

By  removing  caufes,  if  difcoverable.;  if 
from  inflammation,  by  bleeding,  &c. ; if 
from  great  irritation,  by  camphor,  opium, 
and  other  narcotics. 

By  blifters,  applied  to  the  neck,  between 
the  fhoulders,  folutio  antim.  mercurials, 
by  mercurials  as  alteratives,  or  light  fa- 
Jivants.  * 

By  removing  immediate  or  accidental 
caufes,  by  folutio  antimonialis  mercur- 
camphor,  and  opium ; if  from  tophs  on  the 
ribs,  pain  in  the  fide,  fternum,  or  periof- 
teal  affection,  mercurials,  or  faiivants, 
blifters  to  the  parts,  removing  caries,  or 
difeafed  part  of  bones,  and  by  applying 
medicines  according  to  circumftances. 

By  bleeding,  eccoprotic,  or  lenient  pur- 
gatives of  kali  tartarifat.  manna,  fenna, 
oleum  ricini,  rhubarb,  calomel,  and  bitter 
cathartics,  in  obftinate  coftivenefs;  by  fo- 
lutio hydrargyri  gummofa. — The  arthritic 
ftomach  cannot  bear  mercurials  united 
with  mineral  acids,  but  hydrargyric  gum- 
pills,  or  frictions,  fliould  be  ufed,  in  a very 
gentle  manner,  and  with  great  caution. 

Thefe  are  curable  only  by  • mercurials 
or  mercurial  alteratives ; folutio  antimoni- 
alis cum  camphore  et  opio,  mercurial  pe- 
diluvia,  and  univerfal  warm  baths. 

By  bleeding,  blifters  to  the  fcrobiculUE 
cordis,  nitre,  antimony,  and  camphor, 
folutio  antimon.  mere,  with  camphor, 
&c.  If  chronic,  by  pilulae  e fcilla  cum 
pil.  hydrargyri,  lac  amnion,  and  volatiles, 
according  to  prefent  circumftances. 
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Affeflions. 

Cough. — From  fimilar  caufes 
to  the  former. 

Hoarseness. This  arifes 

from  ulceration  of  the  larynx,  or 
from  latent  venereal  infection. 

Fluxes  from  various 
parts. — Venereal  saliva- 
tion. 

Frequent  desire  of  go- 
ing TO  STOOL,  OR  TENES- 
MUS.  This  is  attended  with 

mucal  difcharge,  arifing,  foirte- 
times,  from  confent  of  parts, 
in  inflammations  of  the  proftate, 
neck  of  the  bladder,  about  the 
verumontanum,  from  abfcefs, 
or  ulcers  of  thofe  parts,  &c. 
The  molt  frequent  caufes  are 
checking  the  venereal  running 
by  ajh  indent  injections , and  other 
mal- practices,  from  ulcer  in  the 
reCtum,  condylomata,  See. 

Flowing  of  purulent  matter 
with  the  urine,  from  ulcers  of 
the  kidneys,  bladder,  or  urethra. 
Thefe  have  followed  the  ufe  of 
ajli  ingents , and  are  fometimes 
incurable. 

Emaciations,  or  wafting  of 
the  body,  called  venereal  con- 
fumptions. 

Thefe  arife  from  various 
caufes : from  venereal  profufe 
difeharges;  from  induration  of 
the  mefenteric  glands  ; from  la- 
tent lues  venerea ; from  noCtur- 
nal  pains ; venereal  ulcers  of  the 
uterus,  or  of  the  lungs;  ulcers 

of 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 

By  methods  fimilar  to  the  laft,  by  light 
opiates  joined  with  mercurials,  paregoric 
elixir,  and  tinCtura  fcillae. 

By  cinnabarine  fumigations,  lightly  re- 
ceived, mercurial -gum  folution,  folutio 
antiinon.  mere.  See. 

When  too  copious,  to  be  reftrained  by 
abftaining  from  mercury,  and,  according 
to  circumftances,  by  fulphureous  prepara- 
tions, crude  antimony  in  honey,  See. 

By  unguent,  hydrarg.  camphorat.  applied 
to  the  perinaeum,  fitting  in  warm  mercurial 
baths,  clyfters  of  folutio  hydrarg.  gum- 
mofa,  camphor,  warm  water  and  opium. 
Internally,  mild  cathartics  : in  inflamma- 
tion,  the  running  ftiould  be  reproduced  by 
medicated  bougies , and  every  method  ufed 
to  cure  by  refolution : for  no  phyfician 
can  forefee  the  ill  confequences  of  ulcers 
of  the  proftate,  perinaeum,  or  reCtum. 
Opiates  and  oleaginous  remedies  are  fome- 
times ufeful.  Ulcers  of  the  reCtum  are 
frequently  curable  by  jiulv.  alter  an  s puii- 
ficans , long  continued. 

If  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  is  at- 
tended with  excruciating  pain ; if  from  the 
urethra,  lefs  pain  is  felt,  frequently  none. 

By  removing  the  caufes  of  ulcers,  as  in 
other  venereal  cafes:  this  is  aflifted  by 
mercurial  detergent  injections,  folutio  an- 
timonialis  mercurialis,  See.  if  in  the  urethra. 

All  thefe  fpecies  are  to  be  fkilfully 
treated,  according  to  circumftances,  cli- 
mate, feafons  of  the  year,  ages,  fexes,  and 
conftitutions  of  patients,  as  in  all  other 
affeCtions. 

By  antivenereal  remedies,  either  light 
mercurials,  or  alteratives,  with  camphor, 
antimony,  peCtorals,  See.  3nd  tonics; 
where  there  are  no  contra-indications,  or 
fymptoms  that  prevent  their  ufe.  To  well 


com- 
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of  tlje  medulla  of  bones;  vene-  comprehend  contra-indications  in  all  dif- 
real  induration,  and  tubercles  of  eafes,  is  one  of  the  mofl  elTential  attributes, 
the  lungs,  Sec.  Sec.  and  fublimefl  perfection  of  the  fcience  of 

medicine. 


of  the  Venereal  disease 

IN  PREGNANT  WOMEN. 

Under  this  head  are  confider-  In  all  the  methods  of  cure  applied  during 
ed  thole  who  ^conceive,  and  pregnancy,  the  contra-indications  to  com- 
often  contaminate  the  foetus  with  mon  methods  of  cure  fhould  be  well  con- 
the  venereal  virus ; either  from  fide  red,  and  the  mofl  gentle  courfes  adopt-  . 
local  infection  in  the  genitals,  ed.  If  mercurial  frictions  be  preferred, 
or  chronic  venereal  difeafe  of  they  fhould  be  very  mild,  and  ufed  at  the 
tne  conftitution.  I have  feen  diftance  of  two  or  three  days.  The  pilulae 
many  fliocking  cafes  of  this  na-  hydrargyri,  pilulae  hydrargyri  gummofae, 
ture,  and  lome  wherein  neither  folutio  hydrargyri  gummofa,  fvrupus  hy-« 
fntner  nor  mother  knew  they  drargyri  gummofus,  are  the  mofl  excellent 
had  the  difeafe,  until  it  appeared  remedies  during  pregnancy,  in  fmalldofes, 
in  their  offspring.  Someofthefe  at  proper  intervals. 

m fiances  have  been  fo  intricate,  By  thefe  means  I have  cured  many  preg- 
that  they  could  fcarcely  be  ac-  riant  women,  and  have  feen  infants,  under 
counted  for;  but  there  are  many  fuch  circumflances,  born  without  the  hor- 
fin  i.ar  and  incontrovertible  nd  difeafe,  who  are  now  living  inflances 
fades,  that  cannot  be  always  ex-  of  the  utility  of  midwifery  fcience  in  treat*  • 
p'a*nec^  • ing  the  lues  of  pregnant  women ; othervvife 

abortions  might  have  happened,  Sec. 

OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE  * 

OF  INFANTS. 

Childien,  whofe  parents  were  In  all  thefe  mtferable  inflances  of  human 
infefted,  are  frequently  bom  afflieftion,  the  fcience  of  medicinally  treat- 
with  the  mofl  evident  and  une-  ing  children’s  difeafes  fhould  be  well  corn- 
equivocal  marks  of  the  diforder,  prehended,  left,  in  attempting  to  cure  the 
many  inflances  of  which  I have  difeafe,  an  injudicious  application  of  re- 
obici  ved  at  the  hofpitals  and  in  medies  kill  the  innocent  babes,  whofe  birth 
pri  vate  practice.  to  misfortune  merits  the  mofl  humane 

They  are  bom  with  copper-  commiferation. 
colon  led  fpots  about  the  anus,  The  methods  appropriate  to  the  cure, 
perineum,  vulva>  feroium,  and  after  well  confidering  the  contra -indi- 
fometimes  in  every  part  of  the  cations,  are,  the  ufe  of  gentle  fric- 
body;  excoriations  and  fuperfi-  tions  applied  to  the  mother,  if  the 
ctal  lardaceous  ulcers  fucceed  in  „ child  ftiould  fuck;  or  the  lighteft  anti- 
a few  weeks,  or  months;  the  venereal  remedies  may  be  given  to  the 
fauces  and  lips  are  cracked  and  wet-nurfe,  if  fuch  can  be  procured.  If 

eroded;  F the 
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eroded:  hoarfenefs  of  voice, 

nightly  cryings,  difficulty  of 
fwallowing,  waitings,  and  a mi- 
ferable  death ! 

This  is  called  lues  venerea  con- 
nata  infantum;  to  diftinguifli  it 
from  lues  latens , which  (hows 
itfelf  after  birth,  with  liffitudo 
and  other  fymptoms  of  lues ; and 
alfo  from  lues  acquifita , or  that 
which  is  acquired  by  fucking  an 
infefted  nurfe.  In  the  Treatife 
on  Dileafes  of  the  Eyes  there  is 
a remarkable  cafe  of  a nurfe  in- 
fedting  the  infant,  and  the  infant 
the  mother,  &c. 

OF  THE  LATENT  LUES  VE- 
NEREA. 

The  venereal  virus,  orpoifon, 
may  lie  concealed  in  the  confti- 
tution,  without  any  manifelt 
figns  of  the  difeafe,  and  yet  fome- 
times  infedt  by  the  adt  of  coi- 
tion. It  is  uncertain  how  long 
the  venereal  poifon  may  lurk  in 
the  habit  before  it  breaks  forth 
in  evident  fymptoms  ; but  in  the. 
courfe  of  my  extenfive  and  long 
practice,  I have-known  it,  from 
the  bed  information  I could  col- 
led!:, in  various  inftances,  where- 
in there  could  be  no  reafon  for 
deception,  or  duplicity  in  the 
patient,  to  have  remained  dyk- 
ing in  the  conflitution  many 
months  or  years. 

OF  THE  LARVATED  LUES. 

This  is  a fpecies  of  venereal 
difeafe,  not  appearing  in  the 
ufual  form  in  the  genitals,  &c. 
kc.\  but  under  themalk  of  other 
di  tenders, 
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the  infant  Ihould  not  fuck,  or  be  prevented 
from  chaps  and  ulcerations  about  the  lips, 
or  mouth,  which  are  not  unfrequent,  then 
fridfions  of  unguent  inn  hydrargyri  mitius 
reduced  by  adding  three-fourths  of  adejis 
fuillet •,  may  be  applied  to  the  extremities 
every  fecond,  or  third  night,  as  circum- 
ftances  may  admit;  and  proper  internal 
remedies  are  to  be  applied,  to  prevent  or 
check  fluxes,  or  other  difaftrous  effedls  of 
the  difeafe,  or  its  remedies. 

Infants,  likewife,  may  take  fmall  dofes 
of  the  fyrupus  hydrargyri  gumtnofus,  or 
hydrarg.  cum  creta;  but  mod  preparations 
of  mercury  combined  with  mineral  acids  are 
too  powerful  for  both  mothers  and  infants. 


By  methods  already  deferibed,  alw ays 
aiding  according  to  circumftances,  age, 
fex,  conflitution,  Sec.  Sec. 

When  the  lues  venerea  may  be  reafon - 
ably  fuppofed  to  be  lurking  in  the  habit, 
without  any  manifeft  tokens,  the  admini- 
ftration  of  antimony  with  mercury  will 
fomefimes  expel  the  virus  towards  the  lkin, 
and  produce  venereal  blotches  or  erup- 
tions. In  fome  inftances  I have  difeo- 
vered  the  venereal  virus  to  be  in  the  con- 
ftitution,  by  giving  pilulas  alterantes,  fo- 
lutio  antimon.  mere.  &c. 

T'nefe  remedies  determining  the  difeafe 
to  the  cutis,  manifefted  the  caufes  that 
before  were  undifeovered. 


,By  means  already  mentioned  under  the 
particular  heads  of  Fevers,  Colic,  Lan- 
guor, &c.  Thefe  cafes  are  very  difficult 
to  diferiminate;  but  by  accurate  examina- 
tion- 


Affefllons. 

diforders,  as  fever,  cough,  colic, 
languor,  palfy,  &c. 

Of  the  lues  venerea  com- 
plicated with  other  Difeafes, 
as  the  Scurvy,  Scrophula,  Le- 
profy,  or  with  acute  Difeafes, 
as  Fevers  inflammatory  and 
bilious,  or  with  Difeafes  from 
exceffive  Venery. 

Perfons  afflicted  with  the  lues 
venerea  are  not  preferved  from 
the  plague,  as  fome  have  imagin- 
ed, more  attached  to  idle  fpecu- 
lations  than  a ferutinizing  atten- 

L> 

tion  toabfolute  fafilsin  practice, 
on  which  alone  phyficians  fhould 
form  and  confirm  their  profef- 
fional  judgment. 

The  venereal  difeafe  is  fome- 
times  complicated  with  chronic 
rheumatifm,  exciting  nofturnal 
mufcular  pains ; at  other  times, 
with  the  gout,  with  fixed  pains 
in  the  joints:  in  the  dura  mater 
it  caufes  dreadful  chronic  head- 
achs. 

The  lues  venerea  is  fometimes 
complicated  with  difeafes  arifing 
from  mercury,  & c.  Hence  fe- 
vers, haemorrhages,  fluxes,  ulcers 
of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  corrod- 
ing the  cheek  and  other  parts 
from  an  immoderate  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, efpecially  from  too  fevere 
falivations  excited  by  mercurial 
fri&ions,  &c.  depofitions  of  mer- 
cury in  various  parts,  but  parti- 
cularly in  the  bones,  from  which 
arife  direful  pains,  tremors,  rheu- 
matifms,  fpitting  of  blood,  Ian- 
s'1^ 
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tion  of  patients,  they  are  fometimes, 
though  not  always,  difcoverable. 

In  the  lues  complicated  with  fea  and 
land  feurvy,  in  debilitated  habits,  mercu- 
rials cannot  be  admitted,  except  in  the 
gentlefl  manner,  and  joined  with  antimonial 
fulphurs,  until  the  conftitution  be  reftored 
by  a fkilful  adminiftration  of  the  remedies 
and  diet  appropriate  to  thofe  diforders. 

When  complicated  with  fcrophula,  fymp- 
toms  of  which  fometimes  arife  from  colds, 
during  a mercurial  courfe,  or  with  leprofy, 
Jiilulce  alterantes  are  moft  proper,  and  they 
fhould  be  long  continued  night  and  morn- 
ing ; if  the  fcrophulous  tumours  be  hardt 
nitre  and  camphor  may  be  taken,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  pills ; if foft  and  fpongeous,  with 
evident  relaxation  of  the  cellular  ftrudture, 
a judicious  application  of  tonics  fhould  be 
adminifteredjin  the  middle  of  theday,  whilft 
the  refolvent  alteratives  are  taken  night  and 
morning.  If  complicated  wfith  fevers, 
cooling  faline  remedies,  and  bleeding,  in 
the  inflammatory  kind ; in  low,  nervous, 
and  putrid  fevers,  tonics  and  antifeptics 
are  proper.  See  Treatment  of  Fevers  in 
the  Rational  Practice  of  Plnfc,  vol.  iv. 

If  with  diforders  from  too  much  venery, 
or  pollutions;  paffions  raufl  be  reftrained, 
and  proper  diet,  with  tonic  remedies,  in- 
flituted,  according  to  circumftances,  con- 
ftitutions,  ages,  &c.  The  ufe  of  mercury 
mud  be  fufpended,  decofilions  of  bark, 
farfaparilla,  tonics,  and  chalybeates,  in 
debility;  in  haemorrhages,  preparations  of 
zinc  and  tonics,  not  irritating,  to  reftrain 
the  blood  and  brace  the  habit.  Fevers 
muft  be  treated  according  to  their  fpecies. 
The  effeffs  of  mercury  are  counterafted  by 
fulphupeous  preparations;  as  baths  with 
hepar  fulphuris;  flores  fulphuris,  lac  ful- 
F a phuris, 
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guor,  epileptic  fits,  and  many 
chronic  affe&ions. 

Wejtfer  and  others  have  found 

crude  mercury  in  the  head,  and 

in  different  parts  of  the  bodv. 

Difeafed  bones  are  very  common 
✓ 

in  the  mufeurns  of  anatomids, 
and  fome  dreadful  to  behold, 
the  frightful  effects  of  venereal 
contagion,  badly  treated ; or  they 
have  originated  in  the  neglect  or 
perverfenefs  of  patients,  who,  in 
direct  oppofition  to  the  mod 
excellent  advice,  will  fly  to 
quackery,  or  purfue  their  irre- 
gularities during  a mercurial 
courfe,.  and  thus  bring  mifery 
and  deftrudtion  on  themfelves 
and  rifing  generation. 

It  is  melancholy  to  reflect  that 
numbers  are  injured  by  mal- 
practices, as  well  as  their  own 
perverfenefs  and  negligence,  and 
by  thinking  too  (lightly  of  recent 
venereal  affections. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
phuris,  crude  antimony,  prepared  and 
mixed  in  fugar,  honey,  &c.  Chronic  af- 
fections fhould  be  treated  according  to 
cafes,  with  antimony,  guaiacum,  decoftion 
of  the  woods,  &c.  warm  fulphureous  baths, 
and  by  ever  avoiding  to  exhibit  remedies 
worfe,  or  ftronger  than  the  difeafe  that 
medicine  has  to  encounter. 

To  know  the  relative  powers  of  difeafe, 
the  ftrength  of  conflitution,  from  the 
countenance  and  form  of  bodv,  the  force 
of  medicines  to  be  preferibed  to  remove 
caufes  in  different  habits,  even  in  the  fame 
difeafe,  are  amongft  the  mod  important 
dejiderata  of  pra&ical  medicine,  without 
which  it  mud:  be  often  vacuous,  or  un- 
fuccefsful.  Symptoms  fpecify  difeafe;  but 
the  mod  fenfible  indications  of  cure  are 
often  collected  from  the  peculiar  com- 
plexion of  patients:  therefore  phyficians 
fhould  poflefs  quick  penetrating  eves,  to 
diferiminate,  and  the  cleared  inteiieftuals, 
to  reafon  and  decide.  The  phydognomy 
of  patients  indicates,' and  as  frequently  de- 
termines quid  eji  agendum , as  the  mod; 
obvious  fymptoms  of  difeafe. 


OF  preventives. 

j'yj  ANY  celebrated  praftitioners  have  recommended  preventives  againd; 

venereal  infe&ion.  Some,  who  have  conceived  the  diforder  to  be  of 
an  alkaline  nature,  have  ufed  acids,  or  lemon-juice  diluted  : others,  who  have 
fuppofed,  with  as  little  regard  to  truth,  that  the  infectious  particles  were  acid, 
or  only  entangled  m the  urethral  mucus,  have  recommended  volatile  and 
other  alkalis,  even  lixivium  fojionarium,  orcaudic  alkali  diluted,  as  injections 
and  lotions.  From  the  ufe  of  this  lad  I have  l'een  dreadful  effeCts,  as  violent 
inflammations  of  the  penis,  fvvellcd  tedicles,  and  bloody  urine;  and  I have 
known  numerous  indances,  wherein  the  other  pretended  preventives  have 
abfolutfly  failed.  UnCtuous  or  oleaginous  fubdances,  united  with  cam- 
phor and  mucilages,  flmilar  to  the  injection  No.  I.;  or  unguentum  album 
camphoratum,  combined  with  ung.  hydrarg.  applied  to  the  under  furface  of 
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the  prepuce  and  to  tlie  glans  penis;  a little  of  the  fame  ointment,  or  injection, 
introduced  by  a fine  hair  pencil,  about  an  inch  or  two  up  the  urethra,  im- 
mediately before  coition,  and  walking  afterwards,  have,  to  my  own  know- 
ledge, prevented  venereal  infection  in  numerous  in  fiances;  for  which  very 
fenfible  reafons  might  be  given;  but  if  friftion  in  the  aft  of  codion  fiiould 
rub  off  all  the  ointment,  or  expofe  the  abforbents  or  urethra  to  the  reception 
of  the  minute,  penetrating,  infeftious  particles  of  the  difeafe,  all  thofe  attempts 
at  prevention  may  prove  abortive. 


FORMULAE  MEDICAMENTORUM, 

NO.  I.  INJECTIO  H YDRARCYRI 
GUMMOSA. 

R Ung.  hydrarg.  fort.  3ij, 

Vitel.  ovorum  duorum,  vel 
Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  ad  3''j> 
Olei  amygdalae  3jfe, 

Aqua;  pane  5 i i j fj, . Fiat  injeftio. 

NO.  2.  INJECTIO  MERCURIALIS. 

R Mercurii  vivi  depurati  3j> 

Gummi  arab.  elefti 
Contere  in  mucum,  adde  fenfim 
conterendo  Aquas  pura;  ftj. 

Milceantur,  fiat  injeftio. 

NO.  3.  INJECTIO  HYDRARGYRI. 

R Hydr.  muriati  gr.  j.  Solve  in 
aquie  di/tillatas  S v i j £3>  * 

JV1  iicilag.  gummi  arab.  §£,. 

M.  fiat  injeftio,  ter  vel  quater  de 
die,  utenda  ope  fyphonis. 

The  elaftic  gum  machine,  with  a 
conic -formed  ivory  tube,  is  more 
convenient  than  a fyringe.  I was  one 
of  the  firft,  above  thirty  years  ago, 
who  introduced  this  improvement. 

With  the  firft  of  thefe  injeftions  I 
have  cured  an  imrnenfe  number  of 
virulent  gonorrhoeas,  by  ftieathing 
the  urinary  paflage,  and  applying  the 
fpecific  mercury  in  its  fimpleft  form, 
to  deftroy  the  poifonous  contamir 
fating  particles ; but  it  was  never  ufed 


OR  FORMS  OF  PRESCRIPTIONS.  - 

unlefs  the  dileafe  were  very  recent, 
and  before  the  purulent  ftageappeared. 
It  has  been  feldom  recommended  for 
many  years,  though  an  excellent  re- 
.medy,  from  the  few  opportunities 
offering  to  adminifter  it,  in  the 
firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  I always,  or 
moft  commonly,  prefcribed  mucila- 
ginous drinks,  with  or  without  nitre 
during  its  exhibition,  and  gentle  anti-' 
phlogiftic  eccoprotics.  The  fcalding, 
or  ardor  urintz , was  feldom  expe- 
rienced, the  purulent  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eafe was  flight  and  fhort,  the  mucal 
difcharge  was  much  expedited,  and 
this  was  left  to  diminiffi  daily,  until 
the  running  entirely  ceafed,  for  I 
never  ordered  ajlringent  injeftions . 

To  fecure  the  patient  from  all  fu- 
ture ill  confequences,  I gave,  inter- 
nally, fome  light  mercurial  for  two  or 
three  weeks ; but  never  fo  as  to  afreft 
the  mouth,  except  from  cold,  or  ac- 
cident. 

The  fecond  and  third  injeftions  I 
never  ufed,  but  give  them  with  little 
alteration,  on  the  authority  of  that 
juftly  celebrated  phyfician,  Plenck, 
of  Vienna,  to  whom  mankind  and, 
the  medical  profellion  are  Angularly 
obliged  formany  learned  writings. 

INFJLA1J- 
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INFLAMMATIONS. 

It  is  necefiary,  in  removing  molt  fpecies  of  inflammation,  not  only 
evacuate  the  contents  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  but  to  prevent  the  daih 
from  proving  nutritious,  diflending  the  veflels,  and  increafing  arterial  acri  >n. 
Gentle  eccoprotics  are  appropriate  to  delicate  conltitutions,  and  more  aftive 
antiphlogiftic  aperients  to  the  robufl,  and  to  all,  who,  in  oppolition  to  medical 
advice,  will  indulge  in  their  ufual  excefles,  particularly  during  the  cure  of 
the  inflammatory  flage  of  the  urethritis  venerea,  or  any  other  venereal  inflam- 
mation. Regular  patients,  however,  may  be  frequently  cured  without  laxa- 
tives. All  aloetic  and  flrong  bitter  purgatives  fliould  be  avoided,  as  they  occa- 
sion, haemorrhoids  and  inflame  the  reftum,  the  contiguity  of  which  part  to 
the  perinaeum  and  urethra  forbids  all  Simulating  practice. 

In  forming  plans  of  prefcription  for  venereal  complaints,  the  convenience 
of  the  patient,  for  the  purpofes  of  concealment,  is  more  frequently  con- 
fidered  than  the  raoll  accurate  modes  of  treatment.  As  to  laxative  remedies, 
they  are  no  longer  necefiary  than  during  the  firft  Sages  of  inflammation,  or 
pccafionally  in  coftivenefs. 


APERIENTIA. 

NO.  I.  ELECTUARIUM. 

Pc  Cinnab.  fact. 

Magnefiae  alb.  uftae  3 vj, 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  f.  fiat  eleftuarium,  cujus 
fumat 

Q^N.  M.  mane,  vel  mane  et  meri- 
die  quotidie. 

The  motive  for  prefcribing  laxa- 
tives morning  and  noon,  is  to  prevent 
patients  being  difturbed  in  the  night. 

NO,  2.  HAUSTUS. 

Pc  Kali  tartarifati  Bjfiy  Solve  in  lac- 
tis  amygd.  §ij,  bis  de  die  fumendus. 

NO.  3.  MISTURA. 

P<  Kali  vitriolat. 

Mannas,  aa  § ft,. Solve  in  laftisamygd. 
cujus  At  mat  §ij  bis  vel  ter  de  die. 

no.  4.  [*U  LVIS. 

Pc  Pulv.  falis  polychreft.  3vj, 

. . . rhei  3ij- M.  f.  pulvisdivi- 
dendus  in  partes  xvj,  quarum  fumat 
nijam  in  pauxillo  aquae  bis  de  die. 

1 


NO.  5.  MISTURA. 

Pc  Mannae  optimae 
Solve  in  aquae  purae  |vj, 

Olei  amygdalae  51ft,, 

Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  3vj-  M.  cu- 
jus fumat  cochlearia  tria  ter  vel  quater 
de  die. 

In  fome  confutations,  where  ardor 
urinat  is  violent,  thefe  almond  emul- 
fions  are  excellent,  as  likewife  in  that 
diftrefiing  fymptom  chordee. 

It  fliould  be  remembered,  that  the 
fooner  inflammatory  fymptoms  are 
removed,  fo  much  the  fliorter  will  be 
the  purulent,  mucal  ftages,  and  cure 
of  the  urethritis  venerea. 

Any  of  the  neutral  purgative  falts 

are  likewife  proper  in  plethoric  ha- 

/ 

bits,  as 

Sal  catharticus  amarus, 

. . Glauberi, 

. . Rupellenfls  diflolved  in  aqua , 
with  or  without  manna,  of  which,  as 
alfo  of  the  former  preferiptions,  may 

be 
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be  made  draughts,  or  mixtures,  See. 
according  to  the  will  of  the  preferiber. 

NO.  6.  MISTITRA. 

R Kali  tartar.  5VJ*  Solve  in  aqme 
puiae  §viij. 

Pulv.  rhei  M. 

Cuius  fumat  coch.  iij  mane  et  meri- 
die,  quotidie. 

NO.  7.  ELECTUARIUM. 

R EleCt.  fennae  (lenitiv.)  Ji 

Kali  tartarifati  5VJ- 

M.  f.  eleCtuariuni,  cujus  fumat 
Q^N.  M.  vel  amplius  mane  et  meri- 
die,  quotidie. 

no.  8.  F ul  vis. 

R Pulv.  rhei  3j, 

Salis  Glauberi, 

Pulv.  crem.  tart.  aa  5«j. 

Fiat  pulvrs  dividendus  in  partes  No. 
xvj,  quarum  fumat  unam  bis  de  die  in 
coch.  iij  aqua;  purse. 

FOR  SOLDIEKS,  AND  ALL  ROBUST 
PERSONS. 

NO.  9.  PULVIS. 

R Pulv.  falis  nitri  §£,, 

. . . jalapii  9ij.  M.  f.  pul  vis  di- 
videndus in  partes  viij,  quarum  fumat 
unam  bis  vel  ter  de  die  cum  coch.  iij 
aquae. 

NO.  10.  PILULA. 

R Calom.  ppr.  9j, 

Pulv.  jalapii  5j, 

....  rhei  9{t,.  M. 

Deinde  adde  fyr.  e fpina  cervi  aliquot 
guttas,  tiant  pilulae  No.  40,  quarum 
capiat  No.  iij  vel  iv  bis  de  die. 

As  one  of  the  gentlcft  eccoprotics, 
a tea-fpoor.fui  of  magnefia  may  be 
taken  in  water  twice  a day;  but  if 
there  fhould  not  be  fufficient  acidity 
ip  the  ftomach  to  aJlift  its  operation, 


an  elegant  mode  of  promoting  its  laxa* 
tive  effect,  is  to  drink  a little  lemonade 
after  the  magnefia.  As  a more  power- 
ful antiphlogiftic  cathartic,  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  fometimes  neceffary 
in  ftrong  habits.  Thefe  two  laft  re- 
medies are  the  extremes  of  mild  and 
powerful  practice. 

NO.  II.  ELECTUARIUM. 

R Pulv.  crem.  tart.  gijfe, 

. . . jalapii 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  f.  fiat  eleCtuarium,  de 
quo  capiat  quantitatem  nucis  juglandsb 
bisde  die,  vel  pro  re  nata. 

This  eleCtuary,  with  a little  ginger 
added,  is  very  efficacious  in  evacuat- 
ing fernm,  in  dropfies;  by  directing 
a tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour, 
with  a little  tincture  and  infufion  of 
fenna  after  each  dofe,  donee  alvus  co~ 
piose  refpondeat.  Thus  given,  it  has 
evacuated  many  quarts  of  fluid  in  the 
ajcites,  anafarca , and  even  in  hydrojis 
thoracis , or  dropfy  of  the  cheft.  In 
,fuch  cafes,  fome  have  been  effectually 
cured  of  the  afeites,  without,  and  even 
after  tapping ; others  greatly  relieved, 
and  their  lives  prolonged,  in  thofe 
defperate  and  dangerous  cafes.  This 
eleCtuary  is  repeated  every  third  or 
fourth  day  in  thofe  difeafes,  where 
there  is  no  contra-indication,  and  on 
the  intermediate  days  pilules  e /cilia, 
cum  pnlula  hydrargyri  are  taken  morn- 
ing and  evening ; and  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  tonics  of  zincum  vitriola- 
tum,  or  preparations  of  Heel,  bitters, 
and  bark  are  exhibited.  See  Treat/ 
on  /veiled  Legs , Drop/es , and  on  re • 
tarding  the  Decay  of  the  Con/it ut ion t 
See. 
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COMMON  DRINKS  IN  THE  FIRST 
STAGES  OF  URETHRITIS  VENE- 
REA, W HIRST  THE  ARDOR  UR  INit 
AND  OTHER  INFLAMMATORY 
SYMPTOMS  CONTINUE. 

NO.  12. 

R Deco£t.  hordei  ftj, 

Salis  nitri  3*I?>.  Solve  pro  potu  ordi- 
nario. 

no.  13. 

R Laftis  amygd.  ftj, 

Salis  nitri 3j ft  •M.propotuccunmiini. 

no.  14. 

R Rad.  althete  incite  |ijl5)> 

. . . glycyrrhizac  5 {i,. 

Coque  in  aqua  pane  ftijfe  ad  ftij, 
et  cola. 

This  may  be  drank  with  or  without 
nitre.  1 have  known  this  decodtion 
alone  apparently  cure  a gonorrhcea 
virulenta , as  it  whs  called,  when  drank 
in  large  quantities  and  the  patient 
obferved  a ftridt  regimen ; but  it  is 
apt  to  leave  great  relaxation  about  the 
'neck  of  the  bladder,  and  caufe  an 
incontinence  of  urine. 

To  any  of  the  above- drinks,  in 
cafe  of  char  dee.  may  be  added  fome 
tinch  opii,  according  to  conftitutions 
and  circumfiances,  or  the  following 
forms  may  by  ufed. 

no.  15. 

R Camphoric  3j> 

Amygd.  decort.  3iij, 

Sacchan  aib.  3ij. 

Contere  bene,  dein  adde  gradatim 
Aquae  purse  ftj, 

Salis  nitri  3jl5», 

Tinft.  opii  -,j. 

M.  fumat  cocf.  iv  ter  vel  quater  de 
die  : or 

no.  16. 

R C amphora-  pulv.  3&1 
Pulv.  opii  gr.  iv, 

SaCchar.  aib.  gr.  vj. 


Mucilag.  gum.  arab.  q.  f.  fianf 
pilulae  xij,  quarum  fumat  ij  vel  ijj  omni 
nodte,  vel  fepius  in  priaprfmo  dolorifico. 

Nitre  and  barley-water,  and  gum 
arabic,  or  linfeed  tea,  and  fimilar  mu  • 
cilaginous  refrigerant  drinks,  are  pro- 
per; but  all  fermented  wine  and 
hrong  liquors  friould  be  as  much  as 
poffible  avoided. 

The  moft  convenient  remedies  for 
allaying  inflammation  of  the  urethra 
are  the  following  mucilaginous,  de- 
mulcent, and  antiphlogiftic  powders. 

no.  17. 

R Pulv.  tragac.  comp.  5 iij, 

. . . falis  nitri  §15j.  M.  f.  pulvis 
dividendus  in  xxiv(  partes,  quarum 
fumat  j quater  de  die  vel  ficpius  in 
cochlearibus  iij  aquae  purae. 

no.  18. 

R Pulv.  gummi  arab.  gij, 

. . . rad.  liquorit.  3''jf5>, 

. . . falls  nitri  3>jf5>* 

M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  in  xxir 
partes,  quarum  fumat.  unam  fxpe  in 
coch.  iij  aquae  purae. 

Infufions  of  linfeed,  quincefeed, 
leaves  of  marflimallows,  decoctions 
of  liquorice  and  marflimallow  roots 
with  poppy  heads,  or  orgeat,  from  the 
confectioner's,  are  all  ufeful  drinks 
during  the  inflammatory  and  puru- 
lent ftages  of  urethritis  venerea , with 
or  without  nitre  : in  fiiort,  fo  long  as 
the  heat  or  pain  of  urine  remain,  thefe 
remedies  fhould  be  continued.  Cam- 
phor is  known  to  be  excellent  in 
ftrangury  from  blitters,  and  it  is 
equally  efficacious  in  ardor  uritur^  and 
particularly  in  chordee.  It  may  eafilv 
be  formed  into  pills,  with  blanched 
almonds;  See.  for  convenience,  and, 
if  afcefctry,  pulv.  opii  may  be  added. 
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no.  ig. 

ft  Camphors:  5i» 

Amygd.  decort.  3j> 

Saccliar.alb.  9ft.  Contefe  bene,  fiant 
pilulac  No.  xxxx,  quarum  fumat  iij  vel 
iv  ter  quaterve  de  die. 

NO.  20. 

R Camphorae, 

Amygd.  decort.  aa  3j> 

Pulv-  opiigr.  v.  Conterebene,  fiant 
pilulas  No.  xxxx,  quarum  fumat  iij  vel 
iv  omni  nocte. 

Thefe  remedies  are  proper  during 
the  inflammatory  ftage  of  the  urethritis 


venerea.  Delicate  ftomachs,  how- 
ever, cannot  bear  nitre,  as  I have 
obferved  in  the  Treatife  on  the  Cure  of 
ulcerated  Legs  without  Ref,  vol.  iv.  of 
the  Rational  Prafiice  of  Phyfc.  In. 
which  cafe,  the  pulv.  tragacanth. 
comp,  alone,  or  equal  parts  of  pulv. 
gum.arab.  and  pulv.  rad.  glycyrrhizse, 
form  a very  pleafant  powder,  two  tea- 
fpoonfuls  of  which  may  be  taken  in  a 
little  water,  very  often,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  whild  the  heat  of  urine 
may  remain. 


While  the  urethritis  venerea  is  thus  treated,  in  a mild  manner,  with  anti- 
phlogiftic  aperients  and  mucilaginous  (heathers  againft  urethral  inflammation 
and  urinal  acrimony  ; it  (hould  be  remembered,  that  the  caufe  of  die  evil  con- 
fids  in  venereal  virus,  which  cannot,  with  certainty,  be  removed  without  mer - 
cury ; therefore,  after  the  firlt  few  evacuations,  that  mineral  (hould  beadmi- 
niftered  in  the  milded  form$,  not  as  an  evacuant,  but  as  an  alterative.  This 
plan  confifts  in  giving  the  preparations  in  fmall  dofes,  and  at  proper  difiances, 
fo  as  never,  unlefs  by  accident,  to  prove  purgative  or  falivant.  As  thefe 
methods  are  not  well  known,  and  mercurials  are  commonly  preferibed  in 
too  large  dofes,  which  mav  be  feen  in  pradice  and  in  mod  prelcription- 
books,  and  the  intention  of  repelling  the  virus  is  often  defeated,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  deliver  a fhort  explanation  of  the  alterative  plan  of  < ure, 
which,  in  thoufands  of  indances,  has  been  fuccefsfully  adopted. 

I.  There  is  a marked  and  pofitive  didindtion  between  the  venereal  inf  am- 
maticn  of  the  urethra  and  the  inflammation  of  other  parts,  arifing  from  differ- 
ent and  other  various  caufes  ; hence  the  neceflity  of  diflimilar  treatment.' 

II.  The  mod  fubtile  poifonous  particles  of  venereal  contagion  mav  not, 
in  all  cafes,  be  abforbed  and  conveyed  into  the  conditution  from  recent 
urethral  aflfedtion  ; chancres  ill  treated  by  caudics,  deficcatives,  &c. : yet  it  is 
impodible  for  the  mod  fagacious  and  experienced  phyfician  to  be  quite 
certain,  when  it  may  or  may  not  have  happened ; it  mud  be  fafed,  therefore,  to 
guard  againd  futuie  ill  confequences,  by  a judicious  and  mild  adminidration 
of  the  caufe-removing  fpecific,  mercury.  It  is  a difgrace  to  the  art,  not  to 
perfectly  cure  the  primary  affe&ion,  when  in  the  genitals,  fo  that  no  future 
venereal  fymptoms  may  appear,  unlefs  in  very  extraordinary  cafes. 

III.  It  is  reafomble  to  fuppofe,  and  innumerable  fads  prove,  that  not 
only  the  venereal  virus,  but  infectious,  and  particularly  putrid  difeafes,  are 

c bed 


( 4*  ) 

l>dt  oppoftd  and  moft  eafily  cured,  when  attacked  at  the  moft  early  period, 
by  well-adapted  and  adequate  remedies.  A flight  local  affeaion  is  with 
greater  facility  cured  than  a difeafe  of  great  magnitude:  a clap,  and  primary 
fymptoms,  much  more  eafily  than  a confirmed  univerfal  pox  *.  By  giving 
mercurials  early,  abforption  of  the  venereal  virus  is  prevented;  by  neglect- 
ing this  fafe  and  fecure  mode  of  treatment,  the  foundation  of  a future  lues 
venerea  is  promoted. 

JV.  It  muft  appear  evident  that  the  venereal  virus,  when  received  and 
conveyed  into  the  conftitution,  does  not  always  fhow  its  effeCts  in  a few  days, 
like  acute,  infectious,  putrid-tending  fevers,  or  fmall-pox,  &c. ; but  is  often 
flow  in  its  progrefs,  and  very  frequently  not  fufpeCted  to  be  in  the  habit, 
until  dreadful  fymptoms  fhow  that  the  folidsand  fluids  are,  in  certain  degrees, 
contaminated  with  the  penetrating  miafma , or  venereal  poifon. 

V.  Immediately  after  the  virus  may  have  been  abforbed  and  carried 
through  the  thoracic  duCt,  left  or  right  fubclavian  vein,  into  the  blood,  the 
minute  venereal  particles  muft  be  very  few  in  comparifon  to  thofe,  which, 
after  long  circulation  and  diffufion  in  the  habit,  produce  fuch  direful  effeCts. 

VI.  When  there  be  but  few  particles  in  the  conftitution,  which  muft  be 
the  cafe  whilft  the  difeafe  be  recent,  thofe  few  particles  muft,  as  millions  of 
indubitable  faCts  prove,  certainly  be  more  fpeedily  extinguifhed  by  mercury, 
at  that  early  period,  and  by  lighter  means,  than  when  the  particles,  producing 
the  effecft  of  univerfal  lues,  have  been  multiplied  by  daily,  monthly,  or  annual 
accumulation,  until  the  greater  part  of  the  body  feems  a feries  of  venereal 
taint.  The  powerful  methods  of  cure,  often  required  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  incontrovertibly  prove  this  faCt. 

VII.  When  the  venereal  poifonous  particles  may  be  abforbed,  die  remedies 
fhould  be  applied  fo  as  not  to  purge;  but  to  penetrate  the  inmoft  and  moft 
minute  recedes  of  the  habit,  to  exterminate  not  only  the  prefent  feeds  of  the 
difeafe ; but  likewife  the  minuteft  parts  of  the  human  body  fliould  be  fo  well 
faturated  with  the  effeCts  of  mercury,  that  the  baneful  and  deftruCtive  caufes 
may  be  perfectly  extinguiftied. 

# With  regard  to  the  utility  of  attacking  putrid-tending  difeafes  fpiritcdly  in 
their  commencement,  the  fuccefsful  practice  I have  fo  long  adopted  at  the  St. 
Mary-le-bone  Infirmary,  and  in  private,  has  fully  confirmed  it.  In  malignant 
putrid  infectious  fevers,  malignant  putrid  fore  throat,  fcarlet  fever,  with  angina 
putrida  of  children,  in  the  confluent  fmall-pox,  it  has  ever  been  my  practice  to 
immediately  apply  the  tinClura  rofarum,  as  drink,  and  to  give  in  thefirft  ftages 
of  the  difeafe  the  moft  powerful  antifeptics,  by  which  I have  moft  afturedly 
faved  thoufands  of  lives,  who  would  have  fallen  victims  to  thofe  dileafes  by  the 
common  treatment  of  giving  antifeptics  when  too  late  to  be  ufeful.  See  treatifes 
on  thofeJubjcCts  in  the  Rational  Practice  ofPhyfic,  &c. 
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VIII.  A3  the  accumulation  of  venereal  particles,  when  abforbed,  often 
feems  flow  in  its  progrefs,  though  perhaps  daily  acquiring  additional  force ; 
fo  fltould  remedies  be  applied,  that  aft  on  the  habit  and  effectually  counteract 
venereal  Jioifott  by  Jlow  degrees,  with  or  without  opium,  according  as  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines  are  irritable,  or  non-irritable.  Violent  practices  often 
have  failed,  and  will  fail,  in  eradicating  the  virus.  From  hence  the  principle 
of  adminiftering  mercury  in  a mild  manner,  either  by  the  mouth  or  frictions, 
or  by  both,  that  fliall  be  efficacious ; yet  not  excite  thofe  violent  commotions 
of  the  body,  that  former  fevere  falivations  and  other  rough  methods  pro- 
duced, and  rendered  the  remedy,  at  times,  worfe  than  the  difeafe. 

IX.  In  this  fuccefsful  mode  of  treatment,  there  are  no  vain  preienfions  of 
ascertaining  what  are  the  component  principles  or  particles  of  venereal  virus; 
nor  how  mercury  fo  wonderfully  exterminates  the  difeafe:  there  is  no  unin- 
telligible jargon  of  morbid  difpofition  and  aCtion,  aCtion  and  difpofition,  &c. 
Thefe,  and  a number  more  curious  but  ufelefs  and  dangerous  fpeculations,  are 
left  for  thofe  who  continually  puzzle  themfelves  and  others  with  what  they 
may  never  comprehend,  who,  often  when  they  have  purfued  the  fltadow  of 
fcience,  vainly  think  that  they  have  obtained  the  fubftance.  It  is  the  bufinefs 
of  practical  phyficians  and  furgeons  to  aft  and  cure  dileafes,  not  to  lofe 
the  precious  moments  of  life  in  ufelefs  purfuits,  nor  in  vain  attempts  to 
acquire  what  may  for  ever  remain  incomprehenfible  *.  It  fhould  be  re- 
membered 

* If  phyficians  were  to  halt  until  the  modus  operandi  of  either  difeafes  or  reme- 
dies were  perfectly  underfiood,  except  thofe  which  are  irrefutably  evident,  their 
patients  would  languiffi  in  mifery,  or  die  for  want  of  afiiflance.  Some  of  the 
medical  dealers  in  fables,  in  all  ages,  have  pretended  to  account  for  every  pheno 
menon  in  nature.  Their  eternal  wranglings, contradictions,  and  refutations,  belt 
determine  the  truth  of  their  jarring  tenets,  and  may  be  feen  in  the  hiftorical  part 
of  Schola  Medicinee.  The  medical  inventors  and  fupporters  of  fictions,  in  every 
age,  like  the  mad  enthufiafis  and  violent  feCtaries  in  religion,  philofophy,  and 
politics,  always  modeflly  prefume  that  they  are  alone  right,  and  all  the  reft  of 
the  world  in  error.  Wretched  unfortunates!  not  to  be  enlightened  by  the 
penetrating  rays  of  fuperftition,  hypothefis,  and  lvypocrify,  which,  like  meteors, 
frequently  blaze  for  a time,  then  vanifh  like  fmoke,  and  hide  their  lhort-lived 
dazzling  heads  in  thofe  dark  clouds  from  whence  they  ilfued.  It  is  a happinefs 
for  fociety,  that  the  mod  fenfible  and  experienced  feniors  of  the  faculty  play  no 
part  in  the  ridiculous  comedies  of  chimera  ; they  clofely  adhere  to  that  found 
practice,  which  fuccefs  has  long  cflablifhed,  and  which  they  daily,  with  hu- 
manity and  fobricty  of  thinking,  endeavour  to  improve  ; they  fee  with  concern 
the  (laughters  that  are  ever  the  confequences  of  rath  inexperience,  medical, 
temporary,  fanciful  cxcurfions,  and  daring  attempts  to  revolutionize  that  art, 
which  thefe  felf-fufficient  artifts  have  not  given  themfelves  time  to  comprehend. 

It  would  be  uieful  for  all  profefiional  vifionifls  attentively  to  read  Locke  on 
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membered  by  the  fenfible,  that  bold  aflertions  and  mere  opinions  are  no 
proofs,  unlefs  uniformly  fupported  by  fads  of  fuperior  cures,  in  pradice: 
the  former  pretenfions  may  create  the  admiration  of  the  weak-minded  and 
credulous,  the  latter  command  the  approbation  of  the  learned. 

X.  The  fuppofition  that  a confirmed  lues  venerea  requires  any  particular 
quantity  of  mercury,  applied  to  all  fubjeds,  in  exadly  the  fame  ratio,  to 
exterminate  infedion,  is  very  erroneous.  A fmall  portion  effeds  a cure  in 
fome,  whilft  an  immenfe  quantity  will  fcarcely  operate  on  others.  The  rule 
in  pradice  fhould  be,  whether  by  light  falivation,  or  any  other  mode  of  cure, 
to  continue  the  remedies  a confiderable  time  after  the  fvmptoms  have  entirely 
difappeared  ; as  the  only  means  of  preventing  theii  repiodudion. 

X:.  No  one  method  of  cure  nor  remedy  can  be  adapted  to  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  virus  in  all  cafes,  as  quacks  and  impoftors  pretend  with  their  pills, 
drops,  fyrups,  <kc. ; tor  moft  conflitutions  require  different. treatment,  accord- 
ing to  circumftances,  ages,  and  fexes,  which  it  is  the  duty  and  office  of 
difcriminating  fkilful  medicine  to  difcover,  that  adequate  remedies  mav  be 
applied  to  all  the  lingular  cafes  that  occur;  or  failure  of  fuccefs  muff  be 
frequently  the  confequence. 

XII.  Thofe  who  affert  that  argentum  vivum  purification,  atliops  mineralis . 
cinnabar  faflitium,  are  infig.nificant  remedies,  and  entirely  inadive,  have 
certainly  never  refleded  that  faliva,  the  fluids  in  the  ftomach,  the  acid  fer- 
ment in  the  firfl  procefs  of  digeflion,  the  pancreatic  juice  palling  into  the 
duodenum,  fimilar  to  faliva,  the  bile,  &c.  may,  in  fome  meafure,  attrad  the 
fimple  particles  of  mercury,  and  other  mercurial  preparations  *,  bv  which 

means, 

the  Extent  of  Human  Underflanding : that  great  man  and  profound  reafoner 
fay  , 

“ If  by  this  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  underflanding,  I can  difcover  the 
powers  thereof;  how  far  they  reach,  to  what  things  they  are  in  any  degree 
proportionate,  and  where  they  fail  us;  I fuppofe  if  may  be  of  ufe  to  prevail 
with  the  bufy  mind  of  man,  to  be  more  cautious  in  meddling  with  things  ex- 
ceeding i*j  comprehenfion  ; to  flop,  when  it  is  at  the  utmofl  extent  of  its  tether; 
and  to  lit  down  in  a quiet  ignorance  of  thofe  things,  which,  upon  examination, 
are  found  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  our  capacities.  We  fhould  not  then  perhaps 
lie  fo  forward,  out  of  ajfi'B  at'ion  of  an  univerfal  knowledge , to  raife  quejlions , 
and  perplex  ourfelves  and  oihers  with  dijputes  about  tilings,  to  which  our 
linderflandings  are  not  fuited,  and  of  which  we  cannot  frame  in  our  minds  any 
clear  or  diflind  perceptions,  or  whereof  (as  it  has  perhaps  too  often  happened) 
we  have  not  any  notions  at  all.  If  we  can  find  out  how  far  the  itnder(landin<'- 

O 

can  extend  its  view;  how  far  it  has  facilities  to  attain  certainty  ; and  in  what 
cafes  it  can  only  judge  and  guefs,  we  may  learn  to  content  ourfelves  with  what  is 
attainable  by  us  in  this  flate.’’ 

* Thofe,  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  examining  the  writings  of  the  firfl 
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means,  in  fome  in  fiances,  from  mercurial  particles  being  conveyed  into  the 
habit,  thofe  infignificant  remedies,  as  they  have  been  called,  have  been 
known  to  falivate,  from  the  p radical  obfervations  of  the  author  and  others.. 
They  are  the  lightejl  fpecies  of  mercurial  alteratives,  and  are  not  to  be  depended 
on  in  venereal  affections,  except  occafionally  as  mild  auxiliaries,  when  more 
powerful  remedies  cannot  be  judicioufly  preferibed,  and  when  mercu- 
rials are  obliged  to  be  fufpended.  I have  perfectly  cured  feveral  ulcers  of 
the  reftum , not  venereal,  which  had  refilled  all  other  methods,  under  the 
direction  of  the  molt  fkilful  practitioners,  by  a long  continuance  of  the  pulvis 
alteram  purificatis , or  by  cinnabar  and  powdered  purified  nitre,  joined  with 
pulv.  e tragacanth.  comp,  and  fimilar  compofitions. 

XIII.  1 he  main  objeCts  of  cure,  then,  are  the  prevention  of  the  virus 
att..c  .ing  itlelf  to  the  conflitution,  by  meeting  the  contaminating  particles  in 
the  .-any  ftages  of  venereal  infection,  and  by  attempting  its  utter  extinction, 
if  confirmed,  without  injuring  the  mouth,  teeth  and  gums,  Itomach,  or  in- 
teft.nes,  &c.  by  fmaller  dofes,  and  by  a longer  continuance  of  the  generous 
mineral,  mercury,  combined  or  uncombined  with  antimonials. 

X V.  The  virus  is  fuppofed  to  be  conveyed  by  the  fame  veffels  as  the 
antidote  mercury,  namely,  by  the  abforbent  lymphatics,  into  the  conilitution. 
When  there  may  be  caufe  for  apprehending  the  abforption  of  venereal  poifon 
in  any  part,  as  from  gonorrhoea  virulenta , or  urethritis  venerea , from  chancres, 
tn  ted  with  caultics  or  preparations  of  aqua  calcis , &c.  from  any  fcratch 
or  abrafion  of  the  fkin  coming  into  contaCt  with  the  venereal  poifon,  it  is  a 
lational  practice,  if  pofiible,  to  ufe  mercurial  frictions,  baths,  peniluvia,  &c. 


adminillrators  of  mercury,  will  find  they  always  extinguifhed  mercury  with 
fahva,  when  they  formed  their  firfi  rude  unguents  of  that  mineral  for  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  compounded  commonly  with  litharge,  fulphur  vivum,  &c. 

Forelius,  who  died  old  in  1597,  lays,  Dc  Lae  Venerea,  1 it,  ob.  lib.  xxxii.  that 
the  cure  by  ointments  prepared  from  argentum  vivum,  or  qnicktilver,  was  firll 
attempted  by  quacks,  who  having  feen  lcabby  eruptions,  achor,  and  fuch  dif- 
eafes  cured  by  mercury,  were  not  afraid  of  applying  it  by  the  belt  reafon- 
mg  and  with  the  moll  happy  fuccefs  to  the  lues  venerea,  &c Curatio  autem 


per  iinguenta  ex  argento  vivo  ab  empiricis  prinnim  tentata  fuit,  qui  cum  fcabiei, 
et  illi  generi  turnons  quod  dicitur  et  aliis  hujufmodi  conferre  vidiffent 
eoque  fcabiem  capitis  et  totius  cutis  curari ; l.uic  morbo  idem  accommodat  e non 
verm  hint,  eoque  detneeps  ratione  optima,  utqiie  adeo  felicidimo  fucceflli  ufi 
funt,  &c.  Cafe  117.  De  ruftico  quodam  Nauta,  ct  robulto,  curato  per  Suffi- 
tum  ex  Cinfiabari,  a Lue  venerea.  The  difeafe,  it  feems,  at  that  early  period 
was  cured  by  cinnabarine  fumigations,  and  empirics  were  the  firll  who  ufed 
mercury.  A tonfor  cured  the  difeafe,  according  to  the  fame  author,  by  pilulte 
mercuriales.  The  Arabians  likewife  ufed  mercurial  ointments,  as  may  be  feen 

jn  Mefue  and  others,  in  leprofy,  &c.  long  before  the  venereal  difeafe  made  its 
appearance  in  Europe. 


promptly, 


promptly,  fo>  that  the  mercury  fhall  attack  that  feries  of  veflels  that  may  be 
fbppofed  to  be  firft  affected,  and  that  are  in  the  a£t  of  conveying  the  invifible 
poifonous  particles  to  ^he  conftitution  *. 

XV.  Such  are  the  principles  on  which  the  alterative  mode  of  exhibiting 
mercury  has  been  founded ; and  however  they  may  appear  in  theory,  they 
have  been  univerfally  beneficial  in  practice,  if  thoufands  of  cafes,  perfectly 
and  permanently  cored,  may  be  admitted  as  proofs. 


MERCtTRI  ALIA. 

j^/£ERCURTAL  pilis  fhouid  be  formed  with  thofe  fubftan/ces  that  are  gra- 
dually foluble  in  the  ftomach,  and  which  do  not  decompofe  or  change 
their  antivenereal  properties ; therefore  faccharnm  album  and  mucilago  gummi 
mabieb  have  been  prefcribed  as  proper  for  calomel ; and  if  thofe  were  not 
readily  procurable,  confeftio  ofiiata , or  damocratis,  have  been  preferred  to- 
conferva  cynojb-ati,  vel  rofarum ; but  not  fromi  the  leaft  expectation  of  the 


* Every  ana  to  mi  ft  knows  there  are  different  feries  of  lymphatics,  fome  fnper. 
facial,  others  deep-feated  : their  direction  may  be  feen  in  one  of  the  plates  to  my 
Schola  MedicincEf  with  all  the  lymphatic  and  abforbent  veflels  and  glands  of  the 
whole  human  body  at  one  view.  The  minute  origin  of  thefe  veflels,  fo  far  as 
injections  and  reafoning  prove,  proceed  from  all  extremities  and  internal  fur- 
faces,,  towards  the  thoracic  du£t;  and  what  they  convey  enters  the  fnbclavian 
vein,  &c.  The  ladteal  fyftem  terminates  in  the  fame'  manner.  The  venereal 
poifonous  particles  are  abforbed  if  by  a fcratch  or  lore,  for  example,  on  the 
finger,  by  which  midwives  attending  venereal  patients  have  fo  frequently  re- 
ceived the  difeafe,  by  the  fuperficial  lymphatics  proceeding  and  contaminating, 
the  blood,,  by  firft  palling  through  the  thoracic  duct.  It  lias  been  feen, 
both  by  myfelf  and  others;  the  marks  of  the  virus  proceeding  from  abforption, 
by  the  finger  up  the  in  fide  of  the  arm,  in  the  direction  of  the  fuperficial  lympha- 
tics, the  brachial  and  axillary  lymphatic  glands  have  ihown  evident  ligns  of 
inflammation,  tumor,  &c.  Perfons  fliould  be  cautious  how  they  even  touch 
with  the  finger  the  vagina  of  an  infected  woman.  Now,  in  fuch  inftances,  the 
mercurial  ointment,  or  mercurial  bath,  fliould  be  immediately  applied  to  the 
finger,  hand,  See.  fo  that  the  mercury  fliould  be  abforbed  by  the  fame  vetfel» 
that  conveyed  the  poifon,  if  polTible,  before  the  lymphatics  be  inflamed;  the 
penis  likewife  may  be  foaked  frequently  in  a mercurial  peniluvium,.  on  the  fame 
principle,  when  urethritis  ‘venerea  or  chancres  arc  prefent,  not  omitting,  at  the 
feme  time,  the  more  powerful  methods  of  exterminating  the  poifonous  particles 
)ay  mercury,  which  may  have  made  their  way  into  the  fanguiferous  fyifem;  hy 
conveying  mercury  by  the  abforbents  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  called 
lai5lcals»  which  may  probably  counteract  the  poifon  at  its  firft  entrance  into  the 
blQiod>>  and  before  it  becomes  di  flat  fed  in  the  conftitution. 
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opiate  confeftkms  afHng  as  narcotics,  in  the  fmall  quantity  ufed  for 
forming  pills,  as  fonie  have  imagined,  who  have  feen  thofe  prescriptions 
in  my  Rational  Praftioe  of  Phyfic,  in  that  part  wherein  alteratives  are 
recommended  in  the  cure  of  ulcerated  legs  without  reft,  cancerous,  or 
chronic,  or  nervous  cafes.  I have  rather  objected  to  the  addition  of 
opium  with  mercurials,  vinlefs  the  cafe  particularly  required  its  admini- 
ftration,  as  -in  irritable  inteftines,  chordee,  See.  A decided  fimple  practice, 
directed  to  eradicate  the  diforder,  is  always  to  be  preferred  to  complexity 
in  compofition.  There  are  fome  reafons,  which  I may  hereafter  explain, 
for  fuppoling  that  opium  retards,  or  in  fome  meafure  diminifhes  the 
adtive  mercurial  powers  in  curing  many  venereal  complaints.  Camphor 
united  to  mercury  increafes  'its  power  as  an  alterative,  afts  as  a light 
-diaphoretic,  and  very  often  fpecifically  on  the  urinary  paflages  in 
abating  inflammation  and  irritation,  particularly  in  violent ardor  urine 
and  in  the  chordee , with,  or  frequently  without  opium.  Camftfior , calomJL, 
and  antimony,  are  likewife  extremely  efficacious  in  all  membranous  in- 
flammation, efpecially  if  joined  with  nitre  diflolved,  as  in  the  pleura fv, 
peripneumonia,  or  inflammation  of  the  lungs;  tela  cellulofa  of  naufcles, 
or  acute  rheumatifm,  hepatitis  peritonitis,  the  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
fuperadded  to  an  afthma  in  cold  winters,  Sec.  8e c.  * 

no, 

* I have  never  attempted  the  cure  of  thefe  complaints  from  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  Belleifle,  1761,  where  numerous  cafes  of  this  nature  happened, 
in  the  autumnal  feafon,  without  thofe  excellent  and  efficacious  remedies  in 
conjunction  with  bleedings,  veficatories,  occaConal  antiphlogistic  aperients 
and  warm  bathings,  &c.  This  is  a decided  manly  practice,  which  numbers 
of  the  faculty,  for  years,  in  this  metropolis,  have  feen  attended  with  tlte 
utmoft  degree  of  fuccefs.  In  pleuritic  and  peripneumonic  cafes,  it  prevents 
fuppuratioms  and  ulcerated  lungs,  pulmonary  conf'umption,  &c.  It  is  quite 
oppofite  to  that  feeble  mode  of  treatment,  which  the  fcflatores  nature,  or  of 
thofe  who,  with  foleran  faces  and  plaufible  tongues,  have  fung  forth,  an4 
continue  to  fing  forth,  in  exulting  or  canting  tones,  praifes  of  their 
invifible  imaginary  agent,  vis  medicatrix  natural,  which  is  oftener  vis  necatrix 
nature.  What  fatality  attends  difeafes,  when  left  to  the  powers  of  nature, 
may  be  feen  in  the  Treatife  on  putrid,  ulcerated,  and  infectious  Sore-throat: 
where  the  medical  exemplifications  of  receiving  undefinnble  expreffions 
for  things  or  facts  nmft  ftrike  every  human  mind  with  conv-iCtionand  horror  1 
The  notion,  that  mercurial  preparations  are  only  applicable  to  venereal 
complaints,  and  that  difeafes  cured  by  mercury  are  all  venereal,  are  amongft 
the  groffieft  errors  and  fallacy  of  the  profeilion.  I have  cured  thoufands 
of  ulcerated  legs,  -without  reft,  by  calomei.,  in  fmall  dofes  every  other 
night,  with  nitre,  camphor,  bark,  &c.  in  perfons  who  never  had  venereal 
complaints.  See  treatife  on  this  iubjeft,  with  the  rationale,  in  volume  iv. 
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NO.  ax.  PILULJE  PCRGANTES  OR- 
DINARY PLENCKII. 

R Mafias  pilularum  Rufi  5ft» 

Rezin.  jalap. 

Aquilasalbae,  aa  gr.  iv.M.  f.  pilulx 
gr.  iij  f.  aflumantur  pro  una  dofi. 
Plenck  fays,  His  pilulis  omni  decimo 
die  alvum  moveoillis,  qui  mercurio 
utuntur;  hae  pilulae  fepties  vel  foepius 
alvum  facile  et  certo  movent,  mille- 
nis  aegrotis  prseferiptae  hvpercathar- 
fm  non  caufarunt. 

NO.  22.  SYRUPUS  HYDRARGYRI. 

R Mercurii  vivi  depuratifiimi  9j, 

Gummi  arabici  pulverifati  9iij, 

Syr. fimp.  q.  f.  M.  Conterantur  in 
mortario  vitreo  donee  mercurius  abiit 
in  mucum  j adde  infuper  conteren- 
do  fyrupi  fimp.  §j{$>.  M.  Mane 
ac  vefperi  detur  infantibus  cochleare 
parvum  ligneum,  dofis  fenfim  au- 
jjeatur. 

This  is  proper  for  the  venereal 
nffedtions  of  pregnant  women,  in- 
fants, orperfonsof  delicate  habits. 

SSO.  23.  SOLUTIO  HYDRARGYRI. 

Be  Mercurii  viv.  depuratifiimi  3j> 

Gum.  arabici  pulverifati  5'ij> 

, Syr.  fimp.  q.  f.  Conterantur  in 
mor'tario  vitreo,  fenfim  affundendo 
aliquantum  fyrupi,  donee  mercurius 
omnis  abiit  in  mucum.  His  fatis 
Jfubadtis  adduntur  fenfim  contcrendo 
Aquae  rofae  § x i j . 

A'O.  24.  SOLUTIO  HYDRARGYRI 
CAMPHORATA. 

R Argemi  vivi  3j, 

Gum.  arabic.  pulverifat.  3iij, 

Sacchari  albi  3>j-  Contere  bene, 


affundendo  fenfim  pauxillum  aquae 
purse,  donee  mercurius  omnis  abiit 
in  mucum  perfedle  mifium  ; deinde 
adde  gradatim 

Mifiuroe  campho-ratae  j^viij,  cujus 
fumat  coch  j bis  vel  ter  de  die,  prius 
agitata  pliiala.  To  this  may  be  added 
one  grain  of  tartar,  emetic'. 

NO.  25.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI 
GUMMOSA  PLENCKII.  • 

Be  Hydrargyri  purificati  3j> 

Gum.  arab.  pulverif.  3’>J» 

Syrup,  fimp.  q.  f.  Conterantur 
bene  in  mortario  marraoreo  vel  vitreo 
donee  hydrargyrus  in  mucum  abiit; 
huic  adde  mica:  panis  albiflimi  3 ft, ; 
fubigantur  bene  in  madam  pilularem, 
f.  pilulae  gr.  iij  mane  et  vefperi 
alfumuntur  x. 

NO.  26.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI. 

R Pil.  hydrarg.  Pharmac.  Lond. 
3>j,  f-  pilulae  No.  xxxx,  quarum  fu- 
mat j vel  ij  mane  et  nodte. 

NO.  27.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI 
CAMPHORATA. 

R Pil.  hydrarg.  3jfe, 

Camphor.'  in  pulv.  redadtae  ope 
fpiritus  vini  redlificati  5’jf5>*  Con- 
tundebene,  f.  pilulae  No.  lx,  quarum 
fumat  ij  vel  iij  mane  ac  nodte. 

NO. 28.  PILULA  HYDRARG  YRI  CUM 
OPIO. 

R Pil.  hydrarg.  3jft, 

F.xtradl.  opii  31b-  M.  accurate,  f. 
pilulae  No.  xxxx,  quarum  capiat  ij 
vel  iij  omne  nodte. 

NO.  29.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI 
CUM  CRETA. 

R Hydrargyri  cum  crcta  3>j> 


• f the  Rational  Pradtice  of  Phyfic,  and  in  the  treatifes  on  putrid  fevers, 
dropfies,  &c.  See.  & c.  where  mercurials  are  recommended  from  long  ex- 
perience, and  numerous  fuels  in  various  chronic  and  acute  diforders. 

Confedb. 
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Coiifcd.  opiat.  q.  f.  f.  pilulae  No. 
s xx,  quarum  fumat  j mane  et  node. 

NO.  30.  PILULA  HVDRARGVRI 
AC  ET  ATI. 

R Hydrargyri  acetati  5jft, 
Sacchtir.  alb.  3ft » 

Mucilag  gummi  tragacanth.  q.  f. 
f.  pilule  No.  lx,  quarum  capiat  j vel 
ij  mane  ac  node. 

Thefe  are  fimilar  to  the  famous 
Kevfer’s  pills,  which  Dr.  Cooper 
formerly  vended  in  London. 

NO.  31.  P1LULA  AQUILjE  ALB.€. 

R Aquike  albae  (Merc.  duic.  de- 
cies  fublimat.  etbene  prceparat.)  3ij> 
Sacchar.  alb.  9j  M. 

Mucilag.  gummi  arab.  q.  f.  f.  pi- 
lulas  No.  ccxl,  quarum  fumat  j vel 
ij  omni  node. 

NO.  32.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS. 
R Calomel,  ppt.  3ij, 

Sacchar.  alb.  9j.  M.  deinde  adde 
mucilag.  gum.  arabici  q.  f.  f.  pilulse 
No.  ccxl,  quarum  fumat  j vel  ij  omni 
no6te. 

In  flrong  habits,  three  or  four  of 
the  above  pills  may  be  taken  every 
night.  A larger  dole  would  ad  too 
powerfully  on  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teftmes,  unlefs  retrained  by  opium. 

NO.  33.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 

camphorata. 

R Calomel,  ppt.  3 j, 

Camphor,  in  pulverem  redadse 
ope  fpiritus  vini  redificati  3ij, 
Mucilag.  gum.  arab.  q.  f.  f.  pilule 
No.  cxx,  quarum  fumat  ij  vel  iij 
omni  node,  vel  node  ac  mane. 


Pulv.  opii  gr.  xx, 

Sacchar.  alb.  9ft,.  M.  deinde  adde 
mucilag.  gum.  arabici  q.  1.  f.  p i 1 ul ae 
No.  cxx,  quarum  capiat  j vel  ij  omni 
node. 

NO.  35.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 
CAMPHORATA  CUM  OPIO. 

R Pil.  calomelan.  camphorat.3jft, 

Extrad.  opii  9j.  M.  accurate,  f. 
pilulae  No.  lx,  quarum  fumat  j vel  ij 
omni  node,  vel  mane  ac  node. 

NO.  3 6.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 
CUM  ANTIMONIO. 

R Sacchar.  alb.  9ft,, 

Calomel,  ppt.  3j» 

Pulveris  Jacobi  vel  antimonialis 
3'ij.  M.  accurate  ; deinde  adde  mu- 
cilag. gum.  arab.  q.  f.  f.  pilule  No. 
cxx,  quarum  fumat  j vel  ij  odava 
quaque  hora. 

Thefe  are  proper  in  acute  rlieu- 
matifm,  pleurify,  peripneumony,  or 
in  any  membranous  inflammation, 
with  faline  antiphlogiftics,  cam- 
phor, &c. 

NO.  37.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS 
OPIATA  CUM  ANTIMONIO. 

R Calomel,  ppt.  3j, 

Pulv.  Jacobi  vel  antimonialis  3iij, 

• • • °P‘‘  5ft, 

Sacchar.  alb.  9j.  M.  accuratiflime, 
deinde  adde  mucilag.  gum.  arab.  q. 
f.  f.  pilulae  No.  clx,  quarum  fumat  j 
vel  ij  fexta  vel  odava  quaque  hora, 
vel  omni  node. 

Tnefe  are  proper  in  chronic  rheu- 
matifm,  without  difficulty  ofbreath- 
ing,  &c.  and  in  fome  complicated 
venereal  cafes. 


NO.  34.  PILULA  CALOMELANOS  N °- 3^-  P U LVIS  CU  M C A LOME  LANO 
CUM  OPIO.  ET  ANTIMONIO  T A RTA RIS ATO,--, 

R Calomel,  ppt.  3j,  / R Calomel,  ppt.  gr.  iv, 

H Antimon* 
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Antimon.  tartarifat.  gr.  viij, 
Sacchar.  alb.  5ft*  M.  accurate  f. 
pulvis,  dividendus  in  xxiv  partes, 
quarum  fumat  j vel  ij  fexta  vel  oftava 
quaque  hora,  fuperbibendo  hauftum 
fequentem : 

R Amygdal.  decort.  No.  ij, 
Camphor,  gr.  viij, 

Sacch.  alb.  3ft*  Contere  bene; 
deinde  adde  gradatim 
Aq.  pur.  §ij, 

Salis  nitr.  9j  vel  5ft  5 f*  hauftus. 

Thefe  two  laft  prescriptions  are 
very  powerful,  and  proper  in  dan- 
gerous pleurifies,  peripneumony, 
paraphrenitis,  and  fuch  like  cafes, 
that  require  prompt  and  efficacious 
affiftance,  left  they  prove  fatal. 
Salutary  perforation  is  fpeedily 
promoted,  by  determining  the  fluids 
copioufly  through  the  fldn,  and 
internal  furface  of  the  bronchial 
canals,  &c. ; a caufe-removing  ex- 
pe&oration  is  foon  obtained,  and 
inflammation  diminifhed;  by  which 
the  vital  organs  are  liberated  from 
the  impending  danger  of  thofe  com- 
plaints, in  conjunftion  with  previ- 
ous and  repeated  bleedings  (accord- 
ing to  ftateof  blood  and  violence  of 
fymptoms) : laxatives,  blifters,  warm 
bathings,  &c.  are  likewife  not  to  be 
omitted.  Jt  is  an  additional  force, 
on  well-known  practice.  It  is  like- 
wife  a prompt  mode,  with  venqe- 
fe&ion,  of  removing  the  moft  vio- 
lent inflammations  of  the  tefticles, 
by  refolution,  joined  with  previous 
aperients  and  nitrous  fomentations, 
lying  in  bed,  &c. 

In  violent  and  acute  rheumatifms 
«f  robufi  perfons,  to  foldiers  and 


failors  in  the  vigour  and  prime  of 
life,  thefe  modes  of  treatment  are 
appropriate.  The  energy  of  medi- 
cine fhould  always  be  proportioned 
to  the  danger  of  cafes  and  force  of 
difeafe.  Plugged  up  as  the  bron- 
chial veflels  3rc,  in  fome  of  thofe 
cafes  threatening  luffocation,  from 
the  great  load  of  infpiffitted  mucus 
conftantly  accumulating,  from  the 
effefts  of  very. cold  air  in  the  depth 
of  winter,  with  dvfpncea  and  fre- 
quently orthopncea,  from  impeded 
circulation  in  the  lungs,  &c.  de- 
ftruttion,  inevitable  deftrinftion, 
flares  medicine  in  the  face;  nor  will 
it  be  averted  by  the  flow  move- 
ments of  vis  meilicatrix  naturae.  It 
is  the  time  to  aeft,  as  in  putrid  dif* 
eafes,  not  to  wait  on  the  feeble 
efforts  of  dame  Nature  to  cure 
the  difeafe.  Whoever  expefts  mi- 
racles will  be  punilhed  with  death 
for  his  credulity ; but  fpirited  prac- 
tice fliould  always  be  tempered  with 
caution. 

NO.  39.  FILULA  HYDRARGYRI* 
C A I.C  IN  ATI. 

R Hydrargyri  calcinati  (Merc,  cal- 
cinat.  bene  praeparati)  3j> 

Sacchar.  alb.  9ft.  M. 

Confeift.  opiat.  q.  f.  f.  pilulae  No. 
exx,  quarum  capiat  ij  vel  iij  mane  et 
nofte. 

Inftead  of  Saccharum,  to  divide 
the  powerful  and  affive  mercurial 
particles,  Pulvis  opii  may  be  ufed, 
which  prevents  the  remedy  a<fting 
on  the  canal  of  the  inteftines.  This 
was  a favourite  remedy  of  the  late 
Dr.  Hugh  Smith,  of  Blackfriars, 
and  it  is  certainly  efficacious  in  pri- 
mary, 


( 

Jnal*y,  but  not  to  be  depended  on 
in  fecondary  affedions  without  fric- 
tions. 

NO.  40.  PII.ULA  HYDRARCTRI 
VITRIOLATI. 

R Hydrargyri  vitriolat.  (Turbitlr. 
min.)  3ft, 

Pulv.  opii  9ft, 

Sacchar.  alb.  gr.  xv.  M.  accuratif- 
dime,  deinde  adde  Confedt.  opiat.  q. 
f.  f.  pilulte  No.  lx,  quarum  fumat  j 
wane  et  node,  vel  ter  de  die. 

This  is  a very  powerful  remedy, 
and  tried  by  many  as  a great  fecret, 
in  venereal  cafes.  It  is  apt  to  nau- 
feate  the  ftomach  ; but  in  robull 
habits,  robuft  remedies  are  fome- 
times  expedient. 

|T0.  41.  PILULA  HYDRARGYRI 
CALCINATI  CAMPHORATA. 

R Hydrarg.  calcinat.  3ft, 

Pulv.  camphor.  3'j» 

. . . opii  9ft,.  Contere  bene,  de- 


SI  ) 
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hide  adde  Confed. opiat.  q.  f.  f.  pilulae 
No.  cxx,  quarum  fumat  ij,  iij,  vel 
iv  mane  et  node. 

This  is  likewife  a powerful  anti- 
venereal,  and  proper  in  dry  ikins, 
& c. 

NO.  42.  PILULA  HYDRARG  YRI  VI- 
TRIOLATI CAMPHORATA. 

R Hydrargyri  vitriolat.  5ft » 

Pulv.  camphor.  3'j, 

. . . opii  9ft).  Contere  bene,  de- 
inde adde  Confed.  opiat.  q.  f.  f. 
piluloe  No.  cxx,  quarum  fumat  j vel 
ij  ter  de  die. 

Camphor  admirably  correds  the 
more  violent  properties  of  mercury 
in  thefe  latter  formed  pills,  which 
are  very  efficacious  in  all  primary 
affedions.  By  thus  difperfing,  like- 
wife, the  very  adive  particles  of 
mercury,  the  mercurial  effeds  are 
flower  and  more  certain,  even  in 
chronic  cafes. 


ALTERANTIA  MINERALIA. 

^INERAL  alteratives,  ftridly  fpeaking,  are  generally  combinations 
of  fulphureous  preparations  with  mercury,  which  ad  on  the  human 
conftitution  without  exciting  any  very  fenflble  evacuation,  and  yet  remove 
many  difeafes  incurable  by  any  other  methods. 

Though  mercurials  given  in  the  fmall  and  mild  dofes  I have  ever 
recommended,  may  be  confidered  alteratives ; yet  they  are  more  likely, 
from  cold  or  accident,  to  excite  purging,  ptyalifm,  &c.  than  thofe  which 
are  introduced  in  the  following  formula , which  ought  never  to  excite 
vomiting,  purging,  falivation,  or  even  profufe  fweating.  Their  utmofl: 
limits  of  adion  fliould  be  to  penetrate  the  minuteft  fyftems,  and  never 
apparently  to  ftimulate  more  than  by  increafing  infenfible  perfpiratiou. 

Though  the  prefent  formula  is  calculated  for  the  lues  venerea  as  a 
powerful  and  fafe  auxiliary,  generally  in  conjundion  with  mercurial 
fridions;  yet  the  prefcriptions  have  been  knowu  to  eradicate  many 
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fjmptoms  of  that  difordef  alone.  When  it  has  been  neceflary  to  fufpend 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  either  becaufe  it  afted  too  powerfully  on  the  falivary 
glands,  or  on  the  conftitution  in  general  of  delicate  patients,  alteratives 
become  excellent  fubftitutes. 

The  mineral  alteratives  are  very  ufeful,  likewife,  if  nvell prepared  ar.d 
long  continued , in  mod:  chronic  difeafes ; they  are  what  1 have  always  pre- 
fcribed  as  powerful  agents,  a£ting  by  imperceptible  degrees,  in  gout, 
chronic  rheumatifms  between  the  paroxyfms,  fcirrhofiries  of  the  liver, 
fpleen,  lymphatic  glands,  fcrophulaor  king’s  evil,  indurations,  callofities, 
or  in  infpiflated  or  coagulated  fluids  of  any  parts,  fcirrhous  breads,  whe- 
ther ariling  from  lying-in,  or  from  occult  cancerous  induration,  in  ulcers 
of  the  legs,  orVomb,  whether  cancerous  or  arifing  from  venereal  caufes ; 
in  all  chronic  eruptions  difficult  of  cure ; in  locked  jaw,  palfies,  in  various 
fpecies  of  blindnefs,  as  gutta  ferena,  cataract,  and  opacities  of  the  cornea, 
&c.  joined  with  camphor,  nitre,  and  other  remedies ; in  dropdes,  and, 
in  fliort,  in  all  obfcure,  deep-feated,  chronic  difeafes,  which  redd  the  ac- 
cudomed  remedies.  Obdinate  difeafes  are  thus  fometimes  cured  *. 

The  chief  ufe  intended  at  prefent  of  thefe  compofltions,  is  in  cafes 
of  complicated  lues  venerea;  whether  it  be  with  fcrophula,  fcurvy,  cancer- 
ous affections,  or  leprofy,  &c.  The  mineral  alteratives  are  likewife 
excellent  as  powerful  auxiliaries  in  all  venereal  eruptions;  but  it  mud  be 
obferved,  though  they  apparently  remove  many  fymptoms,  yet  they 
diould  not  be  entirely  depended  on  in  venereal  affections,  without  the 
junction  of  mild  frictions.  How  they  operate,  would  require  a longor 
freatife  to  explain  than  the  prefent;  but  thofe  who  are  bed  acquainted 
with  the  minute  functions  of  the  exhalent,  inhalent,  and  lvmphatic 

* See  my  Treatifes  on  the  Gout,  nervousand  biliary  Difeafes  from  harden- 
ed orfcirrhous  Liver,  Jaundice,  fcirrhousand  cancerous  Breads  and  Womb, 
old  Ulcers  of  the  Legs  and  other  Parts.  See  Tetanus,  and  fix  cafes  cured  of 
the  locked jaiv,  five  of  which  came  into  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary,  and 
were  perfectly  cured  by  the  alterative  pills,  camphor,  &c.  likewife  in  Ob- 
fervaiions  on  the  putrid,  yellow,  and  other  Fevers  of  hot  Climates,  in  the 
Medical  Advice  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  which  was  prefented  to  his  prefent 
Majefiy,at  the  levee,  1776;  wherein  fcirrhous  livers  of  hot  climates  are  con- 
sidered. In  the  Treatife,  volume  the  third,  of  the  Rational  Pra&ice  of 
Phyfic,  are  one  hundred  and  eighteen  difeafes  and  operations  of  tire  eyes 
c.onfidered,  and  fome  fuccefsfully  treated,  in  many  cafes,  by  mineral  altera- 
tives, &c.  Many  palfies  have  been  cured  at  the  St.  Maryr-le-bone  Infir- 
mary by  the  fame  means,  &c.  See  the  Treatife  on  fwellcd  Legs,  Dropfies, 
retarding-  the  Decay  of  the  Conftitution,  and  on  the  Neceflity  of  encouraging 
the  Study' of  Anatomy;  addreffcd  and  fent  to  every  noble  member  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  See,  &c. 
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fvftems,  and  all  the  experiments  of  Abraham  Kaavi,  and  others,  dr  per-. 
Jp'trabili  externa  et  interna , will  ealily  perceive  how  they  aft  on  the  human 
bodv.  If  they  likewife  read  with  attention  what  is  advanced  in  Schola 
McMdnce,  volume  the  fecond,  on  this  and  fj'milar  fubjefts,  and  well 
“confider  that  the  tela  ccllulofa  forms  aim  oft  every  part  of  the  body,  and 
that  the  cells,  large  or  moft  minute,  univ^rfally  communicate,  which 
has  been  irrefutably  proved  bv  Haller  and  others,  with  the  externahand 
internal  continual  infenfible  perfpiraiion,  and  irroration  of  vapours,  fluids, 
and  the  /enlible  aftion  of  odorous  fulphurs,  garlic,  onion,  camphor, 
turpentines,  &c.  through  the  miuuteft  ofcnla  of  exhalent  arteries,  &c» 
their  inquiries  maybe  rewarded  with  a gratifying  fatisfaftion  ; but  this  is 
the  time  to  aft  practically,  not  to  fpeculate  *. 

The  mineral  alterative  plan  of  treating  many  chronic  difeafes,  it  appears, 
is  little  underftood,  even  by  the  moft  learned,  in  other  rgfpefts,  of  the 
profeflion.  Though  the  remedies  have  been  fuccefsfully  preferibed  above 
thirty  years,  and  the  preferiptions  publifhed  in  various  parts  of  the 
Rational  Practice  of  Phyfic,  for  that  period,  in  the  moft  open  manner; 
in  ftiort,  all  that  has  been  known  or  obferved,  has  been  already  ftncerely, 
and  without  the  leaft  difguife,  communicated  ; yet  it  has  happened  that 
the  remedies  have  not  been  fo  univerfally  applied  as  it  was  hoped,  and 
their  great  efficacy  merited.  Mankind,  therefore,  have  not  received 
the  important  benefits  intended.  Pride  and  envy,  ignorance  and  illibe- 
rality,  have  too  often  interpofed  their  pernicious  officioufnefs  to  the  injury 
of  focietv,  and  have  frequently  prevented  the  faiutary  ufe  of  alteratives  in 
the  moft  important  cafes  of  difeafe.  This  faft,  and  the  parties  who 
formed  illiberal  cabals  againft  what  they  would  not  comprehend,  are  well 
known  to  the  profeflion ; but  the  trifling  opinions  of  little  minds  and  lefs 
feience  were  always  difregarded  by  the  author.  Engaged  as  he  has  been, 
and  it  is  well  known,  through  life,  in  a continual  and  induftrious  endea- 
vour to  improve  the  healing  art,  a love  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  the 
diligent  attendance  of  extenfive  praftice,  did  not  afford  time  to  liften  to 
the  detracting  underhand  whifpers  of  calumny,  nor  to  the  more  daring 
violations  of  honour  and  integrity,  concerted,  without  reafon  or  any  regard 
to  truth,  by  the  aftivity  of  malevolence,  inveteracy  of  malice,  or  grofs 
errors  and  perverfenefs  of  ignorance  f. 

: In  the  intended  third  volume  of  Schola  Medicine?,  containing  the 
rationale  and  praftice  of  all  the  branches  of  medicine,  founded  on  the  truths 
advanced  in  the  two  volumes  already  publifhed,  I may  more  elaborately 
explain  the  operation  of  alteratives  from  the  numerous  fafts  in  my  pofTeflion. 

t It  has  been  infinuated,  that  though  extraordinary  cures  were  fometimes 
performed  (for  fafts  cannot  be  denied),  yet  it  could  not  have  been  by  the 
methods  the  author  publifhed ; for  other  praftitioners  ufed  the  fame  reme- 
dies, 


( 54  ) 

dies,  and  failed.  In  anfwer  to  the  illiberal  aflertion,  that  the  author ufed 
any  other  methods  than  thofe  communicated,  it  is  in  the  mod  folenm  man- 
ner denied.  The  remedies  preferibed  having  been  prepared  by  many  emi- 
nent apothecaries  in  this  metropolis,  who  attended  conjointly  the  patients, 
and  who  were  witneflTes  to  the  fuccefs,  fometimes  in  feirrhoirs  bread,  ulcerat- 
ed womb,  venereal  cafes,  &c.  &c.  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  refute  that 
untruth,  fo  injurious  to  fociety  and  the  feelings  of  humanity.  In  the  formula 
medicamentornm  in  public  ufe  at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary,  where  the 
author  has  been  phyfician  many  years,  all  the  alterative  remedies  have  been 
introduced  from  the  time  he  entered  on  that  important  office,  and  fuccefs, 
as  is  well  known  in  many  indances,  proved  the  rectitude  and  veracity  of  the 
doctrines  advanced.  In  anfwer  to  the  fame  remedies  having  been  ufed  without- 
fuccefs;  practitioners  might  have  been  often  difappointed  from  want  of  accu- 
racy in  the  preparations,  or  owing  to  adulterations;  or  from  not  rubbing  the 
compofitions  the  length  of  time  preferibed,  they  mud  have  been  frequently 
adminidered  without  fuccefs,  particularly  in  Cancerous  cafes.  Nothing  but 
an  ignorance  of  anatomy,  phydology,  and  pathology',  could  fuppofe  any 
means  devifed  hy  man  capable  of  curing  certain  dages  of  cancer.  If  the 
authors  of  underhand  detraction  will  look  into  the  Treatife  on  cancerous 
Difeafes,  and  the  Letters,  publiffied  in  1773,  on  medical  Vanity,  and  againd 
Hemlock,  in  volume  the  fird  of  the  Rational  Practice  of  Phylic,  they  will 
find  that  work  rather  calculated  to  ffiow  the  impojfibility  of  curing  cancerous  ‘ 
cafes  from  anatomical  reafoning,  except  in  the  fird  dages;  though  fome- 
times it  has  happened,  that  very  defperate  cafes  have  been  cured,  and  in 
many  indances  the  ravaging  and  frightful  difeafe  has  been  greatly  relieved, 
and  retarded  in  its  progrefs.  That  treatife  was  written  as  an  improvement 
in  the  treatment  of  bread  and  womb  cafes,  &c.  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
impodure  of  pretenders  to  the  cure  of  cancers;  which,  while  it  often  dd- 
droys  the  afflicted,  is  a difgrace  to  the  profeffion  to  fuffer.  One  of  the  con- 
cluding paragraphs  of  the  work  is  as  follows;  after  indudrioufly  invedigating 
and  enumerating  all  that  has  been  done  in  cancers  for  above  /too  tboufand 
years,  it  is  Laid,  “ The  learned  reader  will  perceive,  that  the  modes  of  treat- 
ment I have  adopted  and  communicated  are  new  ; and,  if  they  Inatch,  now 
and  then,  an  unfortunate  victim  from  death,  or  even  palliate  the  fymptoms 
<>f  the  incurable,  it  will  not  only  requite  tire  author  for  his  unremitting  re- 
fearches,  but  perhaps  point  out  new  paths  to  other  abler  practitioners,  and 
promote  a fpirit  of  emulation  for  accompliffiing  future  improvements.” 

This  is  a proof  pofitive,  that  indead  of  pretending  to  cure  cancer,  as  fome, 
regardlefs  of  truth,  have  affierted,  the  reverfe  is  announced,  and  reafons 
for  the  caufes  of  difficulty  and  impodibility  of  cure,  under  certain  circum- 
dances,  are  fully  explained.  No  part  of  the  work  holds  out  falfe  hopes  to 
the  afflicted,  or  irrational  e.\-pec7ations  of  cure  to  the  profeffional  inexpe- 
rienced. The  whole  writing  is  calculated  to  decry  all  violent,  and  Recom- 
mend mild  practices ; to  caution  mankind  againd  the  deluding  boaftings  and 
fallacious  promifes  of  daring  and  ignorant  empiriciCm ; and  to  inculcate 
the  neceffity  of  the  patients’  iulipiiffiou  in  baring  temporary  inconvenience, 
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rather  than  fly  inconfiderately,  and  believe  in  the  glaring  impoffibiBties, 
which  generally  excite  additional  excruciating  pain,  permanent  mifery,  and 
finally  terminate  in  certain  and  inevitable  deftriuffion.  Every  fentence  in 
the  book  has  been  the  refult  of  accurate  obfervation  and  long  experience 
and  tends  to  Ihow  in  the  cleared:  manner,  that  po  opprobrium  is  attached  to 
the  art  of  medicine,  or  practitioners,  for  not  being  able  to  cure  feveral 
fpecies  of  cancer,  &c.  which  knaves  and  deceivers  pretend  to,  and  honour- 
able men  avoid  promiling.  Similar  fentiments  and  reafonings  will  be  found 
in  the  Treatife  on  Gout  and  many  other  difeafes.  The  firft  thing  a phyfician 
has  to  do,  is  to  comprehend  clearly  what  is  pradtically  probable  or  pof- 
fible,  and  the  beft  mode  of  applying  medicine;  and,  l'econdly,  to  as  well 
underhand  what  is  impracticable  or  impoffible,  and  the  rationale  of  both. 
Such  acquifitions  are  the  ultimate,  refult  of  long  ftudy  and  experience, 
guided  by  found  fenfe  and  integrity;  and  diltinguifh  true  learnin"- and 
fcience  from  hypothefis,  unreafonable  expectation,  and  ignorance. 

Another  palpable  error,  which  many  practitioners  have  fallen  into,  is 
a fuppofition  that  fhercurials  and  antimonial  fulphurs,  combined  even  by  long 
trituration  (for  on  this  their  efficacy  greatly  depends),  were  not  diffimilar  to 
mercury  alone.  When  they  have  feen  from  a quarter  of  a grain  to  a grain 
of  calomel,  &c.  united  with  an  equal  quantity  of  truly  prepared  kernes 
mineral,  or  Julphur  auratum  antimonii  (now  called  fnlphur  antimonii  prrecipi- 
tatum),  they  have  expreffed  their  furprife  and  fears,  when  it  has  been  pro- 
pofed  to  give  fuch  dofes  three  or  four  times  a day,  with  the  pulvis  alteram 
purificans , in  doles  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains,  with  camphor  mixtures,  or 
folutions,  in  cancerous,  fcrophulous,  or  complicated  venereal  cafes.  This 
apprehenfion  muft  have  entirely  arifen,  either  from  not  knowing  the  nature 
of  thefe  compofitions,  or  from  not  having  feen  them  adminiftered.  When 
thefe  fubftances  are  truly  prepared,  and  the  articles  obtained  from  Apothe- 
caries’ Hall  (and  none  other  fhould  be  depended  on),  theiraition  in  the  human 
body  is  quite  different  to  mercury  in  any  form  alone;  and  abundance  of  expe- 
rience proves,  in  many  thoufands  of  inftances,  that,  to  produce  falutary  effects, 
they  Ihould  be  given  every  fix  or  eight  hours  in  the  day.  Dofe  fiiould  l'ucceetl 
dofe  uniformly,  that  the  mild  adtion  of  one  Ihould  fcarcely  expire  before 
another  continually  fucceeds,  and  a very  ftridt  regimen  Ihould  be  obferved. 
In  this  mode  of  preferring  confifts  the  whole  efficacy  of  the  alterative  plan. 
Mercury  is  corrected,  and  its  falivant  properties  deftroyed  by  antimonial 
fulphurs ; the  preparation  is  no  longer  to  be  confidered  mercurial  nor  anti- 
monial, Itridtly  fpeaking,  but  a neutralized  medicine,  containing  the  gene- 
ral preperties  of  both  thole  generous  minerals.  Though  thefe  compofitions 
rarely  excite  any  commotion  in  the  human  body,  if  juft  dofes  be  afeertained, 
according  to  cafes,  circumftances,  and  conftitutions,  and  by  warm  clothing 
and  prudent  precautions,  cold  be  avoided  in  this  changeable  climate;  yet  in 
fome  very  rare  inftances,  naufea  and  other  effefts  have  been  obferved,  con- 
trary to  their  intentions  as  alteratives;  to  prevent  which,  it  is  an  excellent 
method  to  take  them  after  breakfaft,  dinner,  and  fupper,  and  always  to  avoid 
fiads,  fruits , vegetables,  falads,  &c.  during  the  whole  time  of  their  admi- 
4 niftration ; 
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niftration ; left  the  particles  of  die  compofitions  be  fo  thoroughly  decom- 
pofed  as  to  defeat  all  their  alterative  intentions. 

The  formula  commences  with  the  mildelt,  and  finifties  with  the  mod 
powerful  mineral  alteratives. 


NO.  43.  I-IYDRARCYRUS  SULPHU- 

RATUS  NIGER,  VEL  /LTHIOPS 

MINER  A LIS  ROWLEII. 

ft  Sulphuris  praecipitati  (La«5t. 
fulphuris), 

Hydrargyri  put ificati,  aa"  ftj. 

Mifceantur  intime  in  mortario  vi- 
treo  vel  lapideo  cum  piftillo  fimili, 
aut  ligneo  mundo,  donee  mercurius 
difparuerit. 

This  tethiops  miner  alls  is  fuperior 
to  the  common  of  the  {hops.  It  is 
one  of  the  mildeft  alteratives,  and 
enters  the  compofition  of  pulvis  al- 
terans  purificans.  It  is  not  inert 
and  inactive,  as  fome  have  ima- 
gined, and  is  adapted  for  delicate 
conftitutions,  and  is  ufeful  in  fumi- 
gations; but  care  mull  be  taken  to 
have  it  always  prepared  by  tritura- 
tion. 

NO.  44.  HYDRARGYRUS  SULPEIU- 

RATUS  RUBER,  VEL  CINNABAR 

FACTITIUM. 

The  cinnabar  is  fnnilar  in  its 
properties  to  the  aethiops  mineral ; 
but  rather  more  powerful.  Its  ufe 
is  a mild  alterative  with  or  without 
nitre,  camphor,  or  pulvis  e traga- 
canth.  compofitus;  but  with  thefe 
ingredients  it  is  a ufeful  remedy  in 
the  gonorrhoea , or  urethritis  vene- 
rea, particularly  in  thofc  peculiar 
habits  wherein  more  afrive  remedies 
are  contraindicated.  It  is  likewife 
proper  when  the  ufe  of  mercury  is 
fufpended  from  various  caufes.  A 


dram  or  dram  and  a half,  applied 
twice  a day,  is  very  excellent  in 
promoting  the  cure  of  venereal  ul- 
cers of  the  throat  or  nofe,  in  the 
form  of  a fumigation  ; and  thus  ex  - 
hibited  it  has  cured  the  lues,  but  it 
is  with  difficulty  fome  bear  thefe 
fumes,  efpecially  if  the  lungs  be 
very  irritable. 

JEthiops  mineral,  applied  exter- 
nally, purifies  fordid  venereal  ulcers, 
and  mixed  with  fugar  and  often  put 
on  the  tongue,  and  gradually  fwal- 
lowed,  cures  venereal  ulcers  of  the 
mouth,  throat,  and  fauces,  3nd  is  an 
ufeful  fubftitute  where  fumigation 
is  contraindicated. 

NO.  45.  FILULJE  ALTERANTES 
MITIORES. 

ft  Pulverisalterantis  mitioris  Row- 
leii 3j, 

Confett.  opiat.  q.  f.  f.  pilulas  No. 
lx,  quarum  j vel  ij  ter  vel  quater  de 
die. 

This  is  the  lighted  alterative  after 
sethiops, 

NO.  46.  PILULE  ALTERANTES 
FORTIORES. 

Be  Pulveris  alterantis  fortioris 
Rowleii  5J> 

Confect,  opiat.  vel  Damocratis  q. 
f.  f.  pilulac  No.  lx,  quarum  fumat  j 
ter  vel  quater  de  die  cum  regimuie, 
fine  omnibus  acidis. 

It  is  neceflary  in  very  delicate 
habits  to  begin  with  half-grain  pills, 
and  gradually  increafe  the  dofe  to 

one 
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one  or  two  grains,  according  to  the 
ilate  of  the  ftomach.  This  is  not 
Plummer’s  pill,  as  fome  have  ima- 
gined, but  very  fimilar.  It  is  effi- 
cacious in  manv  chronic  difeafes, 
in  recent  induration  of  the  breafts 
after  lying-in,  or  in  recent  cancer- 
ous affections.  Numerous  inftances 
of  its  efficacy  are  well  known  to 
feveral  of  the  profeffion.  It  may 
be  ufed  in  cafes  where  mercury 
cannot  be  exhibited,  and  in  mod 
complicated  venereal  affections,  &c. 
&rc. 

NO.  47.  PILULA2  ALTERANTES 
FORTISSIMO. 

Be  Pulveris  alterantis  fortiflimi 
Rowleii  3jj 

ConfeCt.  opiat.  vel  Damocrat.  q. 
f.  f.  piltilae  No.  lx,  quariim  fumat  j 
ter  de  die  cum  regimine,  fine  omni- 
bus acidis. 

Thefe  pills  are  powerful  in  cu- 
taneous venereal  eruptions,  in  glan- 
dular or  other  indurations  and 
callofities,  and  are  ufeful  auxiliaries 
in  venereal  complicated  cafes.  Both 
this  and  the  laft  are  ufeful  in 
feirrhous  liver,  fo  common  in  hot 
climates,  and  in  a variety  of  chronic 
complaints ; but  in  aCtual  venereal 
cafes  light  diftant  frictions  fhould 

v - «t 

be  added. 

NO.  48.  TILULO  ALTERANTES 

' MERCURII  CALCIN ATI. 

.ft  Hydrargyri  calcinati  (Merc, 
calcinat.) 

Sulphuris  antimonii  praecipitati,  aa 
3'j-  Contere  bene  in  mortario  lapi-< 
deo  vel  vitreo ; f.  pulvis. 

Be  Hujus  pulveris  3i> 

ConfeCt.  opiat.  vel  Damocrat.  q. 


f.  f.  piluloe  No.  lx,  quarum  fumat  j 
ter  vel  quater  de  die  cum  regimine, 
et  fine  acidis. 

If  any  of  the  foregoing  pills 
fliould  occafion  a laxnefs  of  the 
infeftines,  which  they  feldom  do 
unlefs  the  patients  eat  vegetables, 
fruits,  or  ufe  acids  in  falads  or 
other  foods,  which  are  always  im- 
proper in  thefe  mercurial  courfes, 
a little  UnSXtra  ojni  may  be  given  in 
mill,  camphorat.  Camphor  may 
likewife  be  added  to  the  pills,  or 
taken  in  any  other  form,  particular- 
ly in  dry  Heins. 

NO.  49.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  PURI- 
F1CANS. 

ft  Pulveris  Palis  nitri  puriffimi, 

.CEthiopis  mineralis  Rowleii,  ai 

Contere  ben£  in  mortario  lapideo, 
f.  pnlvis. 

R Hujus  pulveris  5 {*,,  dividend,  in 
x partes,  quarum  capiat  j ter  vel 
quater  de  die  in  coch.  ij  aquas  hord. 
vel  miff,  camphorat. 

This,  in  conjunction  with  pilulae 
alterantes  fortiores,  is  what  I have 
generally  preferibed  in  glandular 
indurations  of  the  breafts,  and  in 
ulcerous  womb  cafes,  An  extra- 
ordinary inftance  of  fuccefs  is  given 
in  the  Letter  againft  Hemlock  in 
vol.  i.  of  the  Rational  Practice  of 
Phyfic.  This  powder  has  cured, 
in  rather,  larger  dofes,  ulcers  of  the 
internal  furface  of  the  reCtum,  piles, 
&c.  without  pills. 

NO.  50.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  ANTA- 
CIDUS. 

Be  Magnef.  alb.  3j, 

Hydrarg.  fulph.  rub,  3iij.  M.  doffs 
9j  ad  3j. 

This 
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This  and  moft  of  tjie  other  pre- 
fcriptions  are  amongft  my  Fqrmula 
Medicamentorum,  written  for  that 

i 

excellent  inftitution,  the  St.  Mary - 
le-bone  Infirmary. 

The  pulvis  alterans  antacidus  is 
chiefly  for  children,  as  a correftor 
of  acidity  and  light  alterative ; it 
may  likewife  be  ufeful  for  adults  in 
larger  dofes. 

NO. 51.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  CINNA- 
BARIS  NITROSUS. 

R Hydrargyri  fulphurati  rubris 
(cinnab.)  5 vj, 

Pulveris  falis  nitri  purifiimi, 

- — e tragacanth.  c.  aa  M. 

i.  pulvis,  dividendus  in  xvj  dofis, 
quarum  capiat  j ter  vel  qnater  de  die 
in  coch.  iij  aquas  purae,  vel  mifturas 
camphoratae. 

This  is  ufeful  in  urethritis  ve- 
nerea, pr  in  many  cafes  wherein  a> 
light  and  mild  alterative  is  necef- 
fary.  Both  this  and  the  pulvis  al- 
terans purificans  have  cured  inve- 
terate ulcers  of  the  legs,  &c.  in  many 
instances,  and,  joined  with  pilulae 
alterantes  and  fumigation,  they  have 
removed calloiities  of  theperinaeum, 
fiftulous  ulcers,  &c. 

VO.  5J.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  CIN- 
NABAR IS. 

R Ginnabaris  fa£l. 

Pulveris  e tragacanth.  c.  aS 
M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  in  vj  partes, 
quarum  fumat  j ter  vel  quater.de  di$ 
in  coeh.  ij  aquae.  . 

This  is  a light  alterative,  and 
adapted  to  the  ufe  of  pregnant  wo- 
men, children,  and  perfops  of  d$- 
litfate  couftitutionj.  It  is  proper 
when  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  fufpepd- 


ed?  and  is  ufeful  in  various  erup- 
tions not  of  an  inveterate  nature. 

All  alteratives  fliould  b.e  con- 
tinued many  months. 

NO.  54.  rULVIS  ALTERANS  ANTI- 
• MON  I A LIS. 

R Antimon.  crudi  bene  ppt. 
dividend,  in  xvj  partes,  quarum 
fumat  j bis  vel  ter  in  die  cum  aliquo 
fyrupo. 

With  or  without  nitre  this  pow- 
der is  proper  when  mercury  has 
a died  too  powerfully  on  the  falivary 
glands,  to  reftrain  its  force. 

Flores,  or  lac  fulphur.  are  like- 
wife proper  under  fimilar  circum- 
ftances,  magnefia,  &c. 

NO.  55.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  ANTI- 
MONIALIS  NITROSUS. 

R Antimon.  crud.  bend  ppt. 

Sacchar.  alb. 

Pulveris  nitri  purifiimi, 

• e tragacanth.  c.  aa" 3i’j. 

M.  f.  pulvis  dividendus  in  xvj  partes, 
quarum  capiat  j ter  vel  qnater  de  die 
in  coch.  ij  aquae  hordeata?. 

Thi^  is  fimilar  in  ufe  to  the  for- 
mer, and  more  adapted  to  inflam- 
matory habits.  It  is  likewife  ufe- 
ful as  an  alterative  and  purifier  in 
many  cutaneous  affections. 

NO.  56.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  MITIO^ 
ROW  LEI I. 

R Argenti  vivi  depuratiffimi  3'j» 

Sulph.  antimon.  praecip.  3vj* 

Contere  bend,  donee  mercurius 
difparuerit,  f.  pulvis. 

N|<?.  57..  PULVIS  ALTERAN.S  FOR.- 
TIQR  R.OWLEIL. 

R Mere,  dulcis  fexies  fub.  prat- 
parat.  txjtunitiqne  qum  aqua  repetita, 

Sulph. 
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Sulph.  antimon.  pnecipitat.  aa  gij. 
Contere  bene  xx  quatuor  horis  in 
mortario  vitreo,  f.  pul  vis. 

NO.  58.  PULVIS  ALTERANS  FOR- 
TISSIMUS  ROWLEII. 

R Hydrarg.  vitriolat.  (Turbith. 
min.)  5ij, 

Sulph.  antimon.  prsecipitat.  §{£,. 
M.  accuratiiritne,  diu  terendo  in 
mortario  vitreo,  f.  pul  vis. 

t 

Thefe  powders  fhould  always 
be  compofed  of  the  preparations 
from  Apothecaries’  Hall;  for  norie 
other  can  be  depended  on.  The 
adulterations  and  fophiftications  of 
medicines  will  be  hereafter  fully 
cohfidered  and  expofed  in  the  third 
volume  of  Schola  Medicir.ae,  where 
the  black  catalogue,  and  the  means 
of  detection,  will  appear  in  parallel 
columns,  in  the  manlier  the  phyfio- 
logy,  fcholia,  &c.  and  pathology, 
are  arranged  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  Schola  Medicinae.  The  beft 
intentions,  and  the  moft  lkilful 
preferiptions  of  the  phyfician,  may 
be  defeated  by  ill-prepared  reme- 
dies; therefore,  thofe  gentlerrien 
who  have  all  their  chemical  and 
mineral  preparations  from  the  Hall 
are  meft  worthy  of  confidence. 

Another  remark  is  flecefiary. 
Unlefs  the  trituration  of  the  altera- 
tive powders  be  long  continued, 
the  intimate  union  of  the  fulphure- 
ous  antimonial  with  the  hydrargy- 
ric  particles  will  not  be  complete, 
and  the  remedy,  confequentiy,  will 
not  be  an  alterative.  The  criterion, 
that  the  medicine  in  general  is  well 
prepared,  is,  that  it  has  no  fenfible 
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action  on  the  human  frame,  which 
likewife  determines  the  proper  dofe. 
Medicine  ought  to  be  always  ad- 
jufted  more  to  the  patient’s  feel- 
ings than  to  any  preconceived  opi- 
nion of  certain  dofes,  which  mufl 
ever  vary  in  praft ice,  as  every  fkil- 
ful  phyfician  well  knows. 

The  next  preparation  is  one 
of  the  moft  important  inven- 
tions in  the  healing  art  for  various 
purpofes  of  venereal  infection ; it  is 
mercunus  corrojivus  fublimatus , now 
called  hydrargyrum  muriatus ; the  for- 
mer is  the  moft  proper  name,  be- 
caufe  it  may  make  pra&itioners 
reflect  a little  on  the  power  of  the 
medicine,  before  they  preferibe. 
This  preparation  has  been  applaud- 
ed, fufpeifted,  and  in  fome  inftances 
condemned  by  thofe  who  have  not 
been  particularly  exaeft  as  to  its 
preparation , or  who  have  given  it  in 
too  large  dofes;  but  the  moft  im- 
proper and  moft  dangerous  form  of 
giving  this  medicine  has  been  in 
pills;  and  it  is  with  concern  I fee 
fuch  an  able  and  learned  phyfician  as 
the  jufily  celebrated  Plenck,  of  Vien- 
na, venture  to  give  corrofive  fubli- 
mate  in  any  form  except  in  foiution. 

The  leaft  negligence  in  the  pre- 
parer of  corrofive  fublimate  pills, 
inftead  of  curing,  may  prove  fatal 
to  the  patient ; and  certainly  no  fage 
nor  humane  phyfician  will  rifk  the 
reputation  of  the  art  in  promoting 
hazardous  praaices,  that  may  be 
fafely  prevented  by  changing  the 
mere  form  of  the  prescription. 

It  has  been  known  that  one  grain 
1 2 u ken 
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taken  into  the  ftomach,  in  the  form 
of  a pill,  or  undiflolved,  has  corroded 
the  ftomach,  and  proved  fatal;  and 
I had  lately  an  inftance  where  fin 
ignorant  perfon  threw  in  two  or 
three  grains  of  corrofive,  in  head  of 
diflolving  it  by  rubbing  in  a glafs 
mortar  with  the  liquid,  and  it  nearly 
deftroyed  the  patient : I faved  his 
life  by  giving  him  diluted  volatile 
alkali.  On  infpeCtion  after  death, 
the  ftomach  has  been  found  vio- 
lently inflamed,  and  ulcerated  in 
the  fpot  where  it  was  reafonably 
fuppofed  the  corrofive  fublimate 
a<£ted.  If  an  accident  of  this  fort 
happen, volatile  alkali  and  water  foon 
convert  it  into  a precipitate,  only 
productive  of  naufea  or  vomiting. 

It  is  neceflary  to  apprize  practi- 
tioners, again,  that  they  cannot  be 
too  cautious  in  being  perfectly  fure 
of  the  exaCt  preparation  of  this  me- 
dicine ; for  it  ha:  been  known,  and 
proved,  that  fome  of  the  cunning 
chemical  artifts,  abroad  and  in 
England,  to  mcreafe  their  profit, 
in  the  wholefale  way,  have  united 
and  fubiimed  arfetiic  with  this  pre- 
paration. The  punifhment  of  death 
is  too  favourable  for  thefe  un- 
feeling preparers  of  fuch  deftruc- 
tive  materials ; but  it  is  faid,  with 
great  regret,  that  many  other  mer- 
curial and  antimonial  remedies  are 
equally  adulterated,  from  fimilar 
motives. 

The  laws  hitherto  invented  have 
not  been  adequate  to  the  iniquity, 
and  nothing  but  the  dread  of  capital 
punifhment,  or  perpetual  banifii- 
and  confifcatiou  of  property, 


would  awaken  the  barbarous  ope- 
rators, venders  of  fuch  ftrong  poi- 
fons,  to  a fenfe  of  their  moral 
duties ; but  this  mtift  be  left  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  fome 
honourable  member  of  which  may 
interpofe,  rife  up,  and  put  an  end  to 
thefe  nefarious  and  abominable 
practices,  as  well  as  many  others  of 
greater  notoriety  in  the  articles  of 
diet,  particularly  in  bread,  beer, 
fpirits ; which  latter,  inftead  of 
• ftrengthening,  prey  upon  the  vitals 
of  the  induftrious  poor,  and  pro- 
duce weakened  habits  and  prema- 
ture death.  Commerce  is  the  very 
foul  of  Great  Britain:  but  medical 
and  dietetic  articles  of  traffic  fhould 
not  be  futfered  to  injure  or  deftroy 
the  conftitutions  of  human  beings 
in  any  country. 

The  mercurius  corrojivus  fublima- 
tujy  now  hydrargyrus  muriatus, 
given  in  the  u'fual  dofes,  has  difap- 
pointed  the  expectations  of  the 
faculty,  as  well  as  the  mal-prepara* 
tion  of  the  remedy.  . Some  have 
reported,  that  it  will  not  cure  a 
confirmed  lues,  fo  that  the  cure  fhall 
remain  permanent;  others  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  occafions  naufea, 
vomiting,  and  purging;  and  thus  its. 
mercurial  intentions  are  defeated. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  be  true, 
fome  of  which  I have  been  witnefs 
to.  The  chief  caufes  of  thefe  effeCts 
have  either  arifen  from  too  great 
dofes  of  the  mercurius  corrojivus  Jubli- 
matus,  or  from  its  fophifticated  pre- 
paration. In  order  to  preferve  the 
ufe  of  fo  valuable  a medicine,  and 
having  feen  its  excellent  antivene- 
4 real 
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real  effefts  between  thirty  and  forty 
years  ago,  as  prefcribed  by  Van 
Swieten,  who  gave  too  large  dofes, 
even  for  robuft  foldiers  or  Tailors ; 

I diminilhed  the  dofe,  and  united  it 
in  aqueous  folution  of  camphor 
with  1 art  arum  emeticum , now  called 
antimonium  tartarifatum.  I never 
gave  above  the  lixteenth,  twelfth, 
or  eighth  of  a grain  of  each,  always 
dift'olved  and  diluted,  fo  that  it  never 
difturbs  the  ftomach  with  naufea, 
nor  irritates  the  inteftines.  The 
antimonial  adds  to  its  penetrating 
powers,  and,  thus  adminiftered,  it 
is  exceedingly  efficacious  in  prompt- 
ly removing  chancres,  venereal  ul- 
cers of  the  throat,  nofe,  palate, 
nodturnal  pains  in  the  bones,  and 
mod:  violent  venereal  fymptoms, 
old  ulcers  of  the  urethra  occafion- 
ing  gleets,  and,  in  fliort,  in  every 
fpecies  of  lues  venerea. 

Other  preferibers  have  given  from 
a quarter  of  a grain  to  a whole 
grain,  once  or  twice  in  the  day ; 
few  ftomachs  will  bear  thefe  dan- 
gerous dofes : but  nearly  the  fame 
remedy,  adminiftered  in  my  mode, 
has  excellent  effefts,  without  in  the 
leaft  difturbing  the  conftitution. 

Numerous  praftitioners  in  this 
metropolis,  who  have  prepared  the 
remedy  from  my  prefeription,  have 
feen  the  excellent  antivenereal  effects 
of  the  mercur  iu;  corrofivus  fublimatus , 
joined  with  tartarum  emeticum  and 
camphor,  in  the  following  forms : 

NO.  59.  SOLUTIO  MERCURIl  COR- 

ROSIVI  SUBUMATI  AN  TIM  ON  IA- 

LIS  MITIOR. 

R Mercur.  corrofiv.  fublimat. 
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Tart.  ernot.  iia,  gr.j*  Solvcinmift. 
camphorat.  5 viij,  accurate  terendo  in 
mortario  vitreo  cum  fimili  piftillo, 
fenfim  addendo  mill,  camphorat.  fiat 
folutio,  cujus  fumat  5ft  (a  wooden 
table  fpoonful),  ter  de  die  in  coch. 
iv  infuf.  faflafras. 

This  firft  prefeription  contains 
the  Jixteenth  of  a grain  of  each  of 
the  materials  in  a dofe.  A wooden 
fpoon  is  recommended,  becaufe  all 
metallic  fubftances  would  be  im- 
proper ; a glafs  meafure  however 
would  be  much  better,  and,  as 
exaftnefs  is  neceffiary,  it  might  be 
fafeft  to  order  the  remedy  in  a 
draught. 

no.  60. 

R Solutionis  mercur.  corrofiv. 
fublimat.  antimonialis  mitioris 
exadte, 

Mid.  camphorat.  gj.fe . M.  f.  han't- 
tus  bis  vel  ter  de  die  fumendus. 

If  the  patient  may  be  fuppofed  to 
Well  bear  the  eighth  of  a grain,  two 
or  three  times  a-day ; then  the  fol- 
lowing form  may  be  adminiftered. 

NO.  6l.  SOLUTIO  MERCURIl  COR- 
R O SI  VI  ANTIMONIALIS  FOR- 
TIOR. 

R Mercur.  corrof.  fub. 

Tart.  emet.  aa  gr.  ij.  Solve  in 
miftur.  camphorat.  I'tW],  terendo  in 
mortario  vitreo,  cum  fimili  piftillo, 
fenfim  addendo  mill,  camphorat.  f. 
accuratillime,  folutio. 

no.  62. 

R Hujus  folutionis 
Spt.  lavend.  c.  $j, 

Mill,  camphorat.  gijfe.  F.  hauf- 
tus,  maneet  nofle  fumendus. 


The 
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or  three  times  a week ; but  feU 


The  folution  may  be  taken  in 
faflafras  tea,  decorum  Jignorum, 
larfaparilla,  or  Lifbon  diet-drink, 
according  to  the  will  of  the  pre- 
fcriber.  The  main  force  of  me- 
dicine is  in  the  folution,  and  what- 
ever it  may  be  diluted  with  is  only 
intended  to  divide  and  difperfe  its 
aftive  particles  (fo  that  it  may  aft 
infenfibly  on  the  ftomach),  and 
to  difguife  its  tafte. 

Thofe,  who  would  give  the  mer- 
curius  corrofivus  alone,  may  ufe 
the  following  form : 

KO.  63. 

R Mercur.  corrofiv.  fub.  gr.  ij. 
Solve  in  mift.  camphorat.  3 wiij , te- 
rendo  in  mortario  vitreo,  fenfim  ad- 
dendo  mifturam  camphoratam,  f. 
folutio  perfeftifiinra. 

no.  64. 

R Hujus  folutionis  5ij, 

Decoft.  farfaparillae  §j(^, . F.hauf. 
tus,  mane  et  nofte,  vel  ter  de  die 
fumendus. 

MOStE  POW'ERFUL. 

R Hujus  folutionis  3ft, 

Decoft.  farfaparillae  §ij£ . F.'hauf- 
tus  mane  et  nofte,  vel  ter  de  die 
fumendus. 

In  irritable  inteftines  opiates  may 
be  added;  but  it  muff  be  obferved, 
rhat  all  mercurial  courfes  are  apt  to 
aft  on  the  ftomach  or  inteftinaf 
canal,  whether  friftious  alone,  or 
alterative  courfes,  be  adopted. 

Conjointly  with  thefe  folutions, 
in  all  chronic  venereal  affeftions,  I 
secommend  mercurial  friftions  two 


dom  to  affeft  the  mouth,  or  very 
fightly  fo.  When  the  mercurial 
halitus  is  perceived,  which  is  well 
known  tQ  all  experienced  prafti- 
tioners,  it  is  advifable  to  flackeii 
the  ufe  of  the  remedies  by  diminifh- 
ing  the  dofes,  or,  for  a few  days, 
wholly  to  decline  them,  and  ufe  an 
aperient.  Many  of  the  extraordi- 
nary cures  by  Sard’s  White  Drcji 
were  performed  by  a fimilar  pian. 
That  fubtle  empiric  gave  his  drop 
three  evenings  in  fuccefiion,  and 
then  refted  three  evenings : that 
preparation  and  a number  of  others, 
bv  which,  as  fecrets,  puffed  off  in 
newfpapers,  the  artifts  have  accu- 
mulated immenfe  wealth,  are  fimi- 
lar to  the  folutions  juft  prefcribed, 
or  to  the  pills  with  turbith  mineral, 
calcined  mercury,  &c.  or  are  folu- 
tions of  mercury  in  nitrous  acid, 
diluted.  It  is  a faft,  not  to  be 
denied,  that  great  cures  have  been 
performed  by  the  mild  alterative 
methods  which  quacks  have  adopt- 
ed, and  which  regular  praftitioners 
have  neglefted  or  defpifed.  The 
whole  fecret  confifts  in  giving  fuch 
final!  dofes  of  mercurials,  &c.  as 
never  to  affeft  the  mouth,  nor 
create  any  violent  aftion  in  the 
habit.  Let  regular  praftitioners 
take  this  hint,  apply  fuch  plans 
w’ith  their  fiiperior  judgment  in 
praftice,  arid  empiricifm,  often  fo 
injurious  to  fociety,  through  w\ant 
of  difcrimination,  would  be  chafed 
away  from  the  face  of  the  earth  in 
moft  venereal  and  other  cafes. 


In 


( 63  ) 


In  addition  to  the  above  folutions 
another  way  be  introduced,  which 
has  formed  the  bafis  of  the  'pre- 
tended vegetable  fyrups  of  empirics, 
which  is  the  acidum  nitrofum  fu- 
mans ; or  Glauber’s  fpiritus  nitri 
fumans,  or  ftrong1  nitrous  acid,  in 
which  argentum  vivum  is  dilTolved. 

NO.  65.  SOLUTIO  HYDRARGYRI 
NITRATI. 

R Argent,  viv.  (Hydrarg.  puri- 
fiC3t.)  S'j» 

Acid,  nitrof.  fumantis  § fe.  Solve 
fecundum  artem,  f.  folutio. 

NO.  66. 

R Hujus  folutionis  gut.  x, 

Aq.  diftillat.  ftj.  F.  miftura. 

NO.  67. 

R Hujus  mifturae 
Syrupi  fimp.  5''j» 

Aq.  pur.  3>j&-  M.  f.  hauftus  bis 

vel  ter  de  die  fumendus. 

This  compofition  I have  feen 
ufed;  but  it  muft  be  remembered, 
that  unlefs  the  folution  of  lydrargy- 
rus  purificatus  in  acido  nitrofo  be  di- 
luted very  much,  it  is  a cauftic; 
but,  thus  mixed,,  it  is  a fafe  and 
efficacious  medicine,  and  has  been 
long  given  by  the  pretenders  of  cure 
without  mercury,,  to  their  deluded 
patients,  mixed  with  fyrups,  &c. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  arts  of 
chemiftry,  and  are  fiipilar  to  the 
alchemiftic-al deceptions  and  preten- 
sions of  converting  bafer  metals 
into  gold;  which,  by  fome  legerT 
demain  trick,  has  been  palmed  upon 
the  credulity  of  mankind  as  a faCt. 
The  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  the 


Roval  Society,  have  not  forgotten 
the  myflerious  and  fuccefsful  ftra- 
tagem  of  a Mr.  Price,  who  obtained 
the  degree  of  doctor  in  medicine  at 
Oxford,  and  afterwards  committed 
fuicide.  I knew  his  operator,  Philip 
Garden,  and  other  wild  alchemifts, 
who  werealways  pretending  towon- 
ders,  but  produced  nothing;  all  , 
their  chemical  boaftings,  as  ufual, 
evaporated  for  ever  in  fumo. 


Thus  has  been  delivered  the  chief 
of  all  that  has  hitherto  been  ob- 
ferved  relative  to  mercurials  and 
mineral  alteratives.  The  latter  is  a 
rich  and  productive  field,  ftill  ca- 
pable of  improvable  cultivation. 
Let  the  plans  be  applied  with  can- 
dour, and  attention  equal  to  that 
with  which,  they  are  communicated, 
and  fociety  at  large  may  reap  the 
benefit.  Let  not  preconceived  opi- 
nions, hypothefis,  nor  radical  pre- 
judices, militate  againft  faCts  efta- 
blifhed  and  founded  on  long  expe- 
rience. Let  thofe  who  are  warm 
advocates  for  mercurial  frictions 
and  powerful  falivations  only,  not 
fhut  their  eyes  to  truth,  and  fuppofe 
no  other  method  capable  of  remov- 
ing the  lues  venerea  confirmata , but 
by  thofe  diftreffing  and  powerful 
mercurial  courfes;  for  falivations, 
even  repeated,  often  fail,  as  every 
candid  and  experienced  practitioner 
muft  have  obferved.  In  many  fucl> 
inftances  the  cafes  are  complicated, 
pr  the  falivation  excited  has  been 
too  powerful  for  the  diforder  and 


c 

the  patient’s  Conftitution.  A vio- 
lent commotion  is  excited  in  the 
body  without  curing  the  difeafe, 
and  the  rough  effects  of  mercury 
have  produced  more  mifchief  than 
the  lues.  Different  remedies  cure 
in  different  countries.  ■ Plenck,  of 
Vienna,  fucceeds  with  the  fimple 
argentum  vivum  and  mucilaginous 
gums,  &c.  Van  Swieten,  at  the 
iame  place,  cured  immenfe  numbers 
by  the  folution  of  corrofive  fubli- 
mate;  and  Colombier,  who  wrote 
La  Medecine  Mil  it  air  e,  by  order  of 
the  French  government,  applauds, 
in  very  expreffive  language,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  fame  remedy,  and  gives 
many  hundreds  of  fuccefsful  in- 
liances.  In  this  changeable  climate 
of  Great  Britain,  what  has  effectu- 
ally cured  the  difeafe  in  other  coun- 
tries, has  not  fo  well  fucceeded ; the 
caufe  of  which  may  be  attributed 
lometimes  to  the  indolence,  or 
careleffnefs  in  preparing  remedies 
that  require  long  trituration ; as 
Plenck  s union  of  hydrargyrus  with 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  &c.  at 
other  times  to  the  hidden  changes 
of  the  weather  doling  the  pores, 
retarding  the  operation  of  medica- 
ments by  repeated  colds,  &c.:  for 
warmth  promotes  and  cold  retards 
the  opera-tion  of  mercurials,  or  al- 
teratives. Jn  hot  climates,  I have 
feen  the  diforder  apparently  re- 
moved by  the  heat  of  the  weather 
and -content  perforation  j yet,  on 
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returning  to  a cold  country,  the 
^eneieal  fymptoms  have  reappear- 
ed; fo  that  profufe  perfpiration  has 
only  fufpended  and  checked,  not 
eradicated,  the  lues  venerea. 

Numerous  venereal  cafes  are 
very  often  complicated  with  other 
chronic  difeafes,  as  fcrophula,  or 
difeafed  lymphatic  veffels  and 
glands,  fcurvy,  leprofy,  and  various 
eruptive  complaints;  rheumatifm, 
goui,  &c.  &c.  In  fuch  inftances, 
mercury  alone  and  falivation  often 
fail;  but  mineral  alteratives  cure. 
It  fhould  be  recollected,  that  no 
one  plan  of  cure  is  infallible. 
Confined'  pradice,  and  contracted 
notions,  either  of  the  difeafe  or  its 
remedies,  therefore,  are  by  no  means 
adequate  fo  the  variations  of  cafes, 
conftitutions,  and  climates.  He 
who  difcriminates  molt  accurately, 
and  applies  remedies  molt  judi- 
ci ou fly,  will  belt  fucceed  in  curing 
all  difeafes. 

Though  many  hints,  obferva- 
tions,  and  admonitions,  introduced, 
may  be  fuperfluous  to  the  learned 
and  experienced;  yet  they  may 
prove,  in  leveral  inftances,  of  the 
utmoft  utility  to  thofe  lefs  informed 
junior  practitioners,  who  have  fuf- 
ficient  modefty  and  good  fenfe  to 
fuppofe  they  Band  in  need  of  in- 
fti  uCtion  from  thofe,  whofe  oppor- 
tunities and  long  practice  enable 
them  to  judge  of  the  perfections  and 
imperfections  of  the  art, 
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OTHER  REMEDIES  MENT 
LOTIO  PENETRANS. 

R Merc,  corrofiv.  fub.  gr.  j.  Solve 
in  aq.  diftillat.  §viij,  terendo  in  mor. 
tario  vitreo  cum  fimili  piftillo,  f. 
folutio. 

This  is  ufeful  in  chronic  difor- 
ders  of  the  eyes,  whether  venereal 
or  not,  in  gutta  ferena,  opacities 
of  the  cornea,  obftru£lions  of  the 
nafal  duft,  fiffula  lachrvmalis,  and 
as  a tepid  fomentation  in  thofe  cafes 
wherein  fupprefled  running,  8cc. 
has  caufed  the  venereal  ophthalmia. 
Neither  the  eye  nor  the  penis,  from 
their  fenfibility,  can,  in  general, 
bear  above  a grain  of  the  corrolive 
to  eight  ounces  of  water. 

peniluvia. 

Peniluvia  are  applications  to  the 
penis,  commonly  warm,  in  which 
that  part  is  foaked  or  bathed. 

PENILUVIUM  EMOLLIENS. 

R Flor.  fambuci  3j> 

Aq.  bullientis  fbj.  F.  peniluvium, 
peni  applicandum  tepidum  ter  vel 
quater  de  die. 

Though  the  relaxing  or  emollient 
powers  are  chiefly  in  the  warm 
water  alone;  yet  the  addition  of  the 
flores  fambuci  makes  it  a pleafant 
application  in  the  inflammatory 
phymofis,  and  paraphymolis.  Milk 
may  be  added,  or  milk  and  water  an- 
fwer  thefe  purpofes,  or  even  warm 
water. 

PENILUVIUM  CAMPHORATUM. 

R Camphor.  3ft  > 

Amygdal.  decort.  3ij.  Contere 
bend,  deinde  adde  gradatim 

Aq.  pur.  ftj.  f,  peniluvium. 


ONED  IN  THE  TREATISE. 

This  is  more  refolving  than  the 
former,  and  is  ufeful  for  fimilar  pur- 
pofes ; it  is  likewife  lightly  antifep- 
tic,  and  is  proper  in  ulcers  of  the 
penis  that  are  inflamed,  or  have  a 
tendency  to  gangrene,  &c.  or  for 
keeping  the  penis  clean  in  urethritis 
venerea. 

PENILUVIUM  MERCURIALE. 

R Hydrarg.  purificat.  3 j, 

Pulv.  gum.  arab.  3iij.  Contere 
bene  cum  aliquot  guttis  aquae  purae 
donee  abiit  in  mucum  perfeftum; 
deinde,  adde  fenfim 

Aq.  pur.  foj.  F.  peniluvium  peni 
applicandum  tepidum  ter  vel  quater 
de  die. 

This  mercurial  peniluvium  may 
be  ufed  in  urethritis  venerea,  or  in 
thofe  nodes,  or  little  knots,  which 
may  be  felt  in  the  corpus  fpongio- 
fum  penis  on  the  under  part  of  the 
urethra,  in  cafes  of  clap,  with  or 
without  chordee;  in  difeafes  of  the 
urethra,  and  particularly  of  the  pro- 
late gland  and  perineum,  arifing 
from  aftriugent  inje&ions,  and  in 
all  cafes  wherein  the  running  fud- 
denly  Hops;  or  in  thofe  urethral 
ulcers  that  difeharge  purulent  pus, 
and  are  difficult  of  cure.  If  half  a 
dram  of  camphor  be  added,  being 
firft  dipped  in  fpintus  vini  reflifica* 
tus,  and  rubbed  and  united  fecundum 
artem  to  the  other  ingredients,  the 
remedy  is  rendered  more  effica- 
cious as  a refolvent,  and  may  be 
called 

PENILUVIUM  MERCURIALE  CAM- 
PHORATUM. 
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Thcfe  different  mercurial  and 
camphorate  preparations  may  be 
ufed  as  baths  in  proftate  and  peri- 
neal difeafes,  in  callofities  and  ul- 
cers about  the  anus,  in  indurated 
tefticles  and  epidydimis,  under 
■which  circumftances  the  patient 
may  fit  on  a bidet,  properly  filled 
with  the  warm  liquid.  In  difeafes 
likewife-  of  the  periofteum,  nodes 
in  the  arms,  fhins,  &c.  the  fame 
mercurial  and  camphorate  remedies 
may  be  ufed  as  pediluvia,  baths, 
fomentations,  &c.  as  rational  and 
ufeful  auxiliaries  to  any  other  mode 
of  treatment  adopted;  and  to  render 
them  more  relolvent,  penetrating, 
and  efficacious,  a dram  of  nitre 
may  be  diffolved  in  each  quart  of 
the  liquid,  for  mercurial  baths,  &c. 
Solutio  hydrargyri  nitrati,  thirty 
drops  to  a quart  of  liquid  or  tepid 
water,  likewife  makes  a very  pow- 
erful folution  for  pediluvia.  It 
deterges  the  fcaly  cuticula  of  dry 
Ikins,  renders  the  inhalents  more 
pervious;  and  its  mercurial  pene- 
trating particles  may  be  in  fome 
meafure  abforbed. 

Whether  corrofive  fublimate,  or 
the  laft  folution,  be  preferred  for 
thefe  complaints ; it  fhould  be  re- 
collected, the  cutis  can  only  bear  a 
very  fmall  portion  for  the  purpofes 
of  abforption ; for,  if  the  prepara- 
tions be  too  ftrong,  inffead  of  ab- 
forption, they  crifp  up  the  minute 
lymphatic  and  other  returning 
veffels,  &c.  contrail  the  ofcula,  and 
inflame  the  (kin;  by  which  their 
intentions  are  defeated. 


FOTUS  RESOLVENS. 

R Salis  nitri  5j.  Solve  in  infuf. 
flor.  fambuc.  ftj.  F.  fotus. 

This  fomentation  is  ufeful  in  all 
inflammations  without  excoriation, 
and  is  proper  in  paraphymofis,  phy- 
mofis,  fwelled  tefiicles,  inflamed 
perineum  or  proftate,  ante  fuppu- 
rationem , and  any  other  cafe  of  ex- 
ternal inflammation ; or  as  a pedi- 
luvium,  bath,  &c.  whilft  internal 
antiphlogiflics  and  regimen  are  pre- 
fcribed,  for  attempting  the  cure  of 
inflammation  by  refolution.  If 
camphor  be  added  to  this  fotus,  its 
curative  intentions  are  augmented. 
Four  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate, 
difl'olved  in  every  quart  of  the  above 
liquid,  render  it  powerfully  anti- 
venereal,  as  a pediluvium,  &c. 

INJECTIONS,  LOTIONS,  LIN™ENTS» 
UNGUENTA,  &C. 

Though  I have  rarely  ufed  in- 
jections of  the  deficcative  or  aftrin- 
gent  kind  ; yet  it  may  be  proper  to 
give  fome  formula  of  thofe  that  are 
moft  ufeful,  and  leaft  likely  to  do 
mifchief. 

INJECTIO  DESICCANS. 

R ExtraCt.  faturni  Goulardi  gtt. 
xx, 

Aq.  flor.  fambuc.  3 viij.  F.  in- 
jeCtio  parCim  cujus  applicetur  ope 
fyphonis  in  pruritu  urethrae  poll 
gonorrhceam. 

The  fame  may  be  ufed  as  a 
lotion  for  the  excretion  that  hap- 
pens between  the  glans  and  pre- 
puce, which  very  often  is  not  vene- 
real 5 but  fometimes*  arifes  from 
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Coition  with  a female  labouring  un- 
der an  acrid  fluor  albus.  It  may 
be  applied  fafely  in  many  other  cafes 
of  light  cuticular  irritation,  &c. ; 
but  for  faturnine  applications  the 
celebrated  Goulard  may  be  con- 
fulted,  with  this  caution,  that  pal- 
fies  have  been  the  gonfequence  of 
too  free  a ufe  of  the  preparations  of 
lead,  called  faturnine. 

LOTIO  VITRIOLATA  ZINCATA. 

R Zinci  vitriolat.  gr.  viij.  Solve 
in  Aq.  rofe  §viij.  F.  lotio. 

This  is  proper  in  ophthalmia  after 
the  inflammation  has  fubftded,  and 
is  ufeful  for  the  fame  purpofes  as 
the  Iaft.  Vitriolic  folutions,  either 
for  the  eyes  or  urethra,  fliould  never 
exceed  the  ftrength  of  the  above ; 
left  they  crifp  up  the  very  minute 
veftels,  caufe  a contracted  cicatrix 
in  the  urethra,  and  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  future  ftrictures. 

LOTIO  DETERGENS  PRO  ULCERI- 
BUS. 

R Hydrarg.  muriat.  gr.  iv.  Solve 
in  aquae  flor.  fambuc.  §viij.  F.  lotio. 

This  is  proper  to  cleanfe  chancres 
and  ulcers,  Sec. 

LINIMENTUM  SATURNINU  M, 

ExtraCt.  faturni  Goulardi  5ij, 

Ol.  amygdal.  3xiv.  M.  f.  linimen- 
tum. 

This  is  ufeful  in  various  cuticu- 
lar and  other  inflammations,  in 
burns,  fealds,  for  parts  that  may  be 
•chafed  by  friftion,  Sec.  Sec. 

All  preparations  of  mercury  with 
aqua  calcis,  though  much  in  vogue, 
are  hazardous,  and  had  better  be 
never  applied. 


LINIMENTUM  CAMPHORATUM. 

R Camphorae  5'j-  Solve  in  Ol. 
amygdal.  |ij.  F.  linimentum. 

Ufeful  in  indurations  of  the  breaft 
of  lying-in  women,  in  painful  in- 
flammatory tumours,  feirrhus,  &c.; 
and  if  two  drams  of  unguentum 
hydrargyri  fortius  be  added,  it  be- 
comes an  ufeful  antivenereal  lini- 
ment in  perineal  fwellings;  or  as 
a light  friCtion  for  pregnant  or 
delicate  women,  children,  Sec.  and 
is  then  called  linimentum  camphor® 
mercuriale. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI  MI- 
TIUS. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI 
FORTIUS. 

Care  fhould  be  ftriCtly  taken  th^t 
thefe  unguents  be  accurately  pre- 
pared, or  the  purpofes  of  the  moft 
Ikilful  preferiber,  which  has  often 
happened,  may  be  not  only  defeat- 
ed, but  the  healing  art  difgraced. 

UNGUENTUM  MERCURIALE  CAM- 
PHORATUM. 

R Camphor,  in  ol.  amygd.  im- 
butae 

Ung.  hydrarg.  mit.  gij.  M.  accu- 
rate terendo  in  mortario.  F.  un- 
guentum. 

This  ointment  is  ufeful  on  vari- 
ous occafiotis;  but  particularly  in 
recent  tumefaCiion  of  the  proftate 
or  perineum,  from  the  hazardous 
ufe  of  ajhingent  injefliom  ; in  fwell- 
ed  tefticles  to  be  added  to  poultices ; 
in  lymphatic  indurations,  or  little 
knots  obfervable  in  the  urethra} 
in  feirrhi,  not  of  the  cancerous 
kind;  for  there  mercury  is  impro- 
per ; but  in  cafes  complicated  with 
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lues  this  ointment  may  be  advan- 
tageoufly  applied.  Camphor  aflifts 
in  promoting  the  abforption  of  the 
mercury,  as  may  be  eafily  conceived 
by  thofe  who  comprehend  the  adlion 
of  terebinthinates,  &c.  on  the  ab- 
forbent  i'yftem ; and  it  prevents 
thofe  vef cations  and  cuticular  affec- 
tions, obfervable  from  mercurial 
unguents.  Some  of  thofe  effecls, 
however,  may  be  juflly  attributed 
to  the  addition  of  V r nice  turpentine 
in  preparing  the  unguenta,  to  fave 
labour,  or  to  the  addition  of  lalfam. 
fulfill,  terebinth,  which  fome  artifts 
have  praflifed  for  the  fimilar  pur- 
pofes  of  extinguifliing  fpeedily  the 
mercurial  globules. 

It  is  belt  for  furgeons  to  attend 
to  the  preparation  of  thefe  un- 
guents, and  to  never  fuffer  any 
rancid  axungia  to  be  ufed  ; to  take 
fpecial  care,  that  the  trituration  be 
completed,  and  that  the  argentum 
vivitmbe  perfectly  pure,  as  directed 
by  the  Difpenfatory  of  our  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians  in  London. 
The  refpeftable  apothecaries,  who 
have  their  principal  remedies  from 
Apothecaries’  Hall,  or  who  can  be 
depended  on,  are  moft  to  be  con- 
fided in,  not  only  in  thefe,  but  all 
other  medicinal  preparations  of  im- 
portance. 

UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI  NI- 
TRATI  RUE  RI. 

ft  Hydra^g.  nitrat.  rub,  laevigat. 

5'j» 

Cerat.  fpermat.  ceti  §ij.  M.  f.  im- 
guentum. 

This  is  proper  for  dreffmg  and 
promoting  a difeharge  from  chan- 


cres, and  moll  ulcers  that  require 
deterging.  Inflead  of  the  ceratum 
album,  yellow  bafilicon,  or  marfh- 
mallow  ointment,  may  be  ufed;  but 
thefe  Iaft  are  too  flimulating  in 
general  for  chancres,  though  pro- 
per for  opened  buboes. 

It  is  a dangerous  practice  to  apply 
cauflics  to  chancres;  for  there  is 
great  reafonto  conclude,  from  many 
inilances,  that  the  cauflic  practice, 
inflead  of  deflroying  the  local  dii- 
eafe,  has  driven  the  minute  particles 
of  the  venereal  virus  into  the  con- 
flitution,  and  has  absolutely  been 
produftive  of  many  of  thofe  poxes, 
that  within  thefe  few  years  have 
appeared  after  fuch  treatment;  or 
the  fame  has  happened  by  calomel 
with  aqua  calcis,  and  fuch  like 
compofitions.  The  incongruity  of 
thefe  practices  might  be  eafily  ex- 
plained by  folid  reafons. 

The  moft  fecure  mode  of  treat- 
ing the  chancre , is  to  promote  a dif- 
eharge by  a weak  detergent  wall], 
and  by  the  lafl-mentioned  or  fome 
fuch  ointment,  and  to  continue  its 
ufe,  with  proper  internals,  until 
thefe  little  ulcers  be  perfectly  healed. 

If  they  be  evil-conditioned,  and  not 
difpofed  todigefl,  and  do  not  appear 
clean,  with  pus  laudabile,  then  ciri- 
nabarine  fumigations  are  neceflary. 
If  they  be  foul,  flaccid,  and  fpread- 
ing,  powdered  bark  and  camphor 
becomes  a proper  drefling,  and  the 
cortex  and  vitriolated  zinc  fhould 
be  often  given,  according  to  con- 
flitution  and  the  prefliire  of  circum- 
flances. 

Another  hazardous  practice  in 
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the  treatment  of  the  inflammatory 
ftage  of  the  phymofis  or  paraphy- 
molis  has  been  productive  of  mor- 
tificarioT*.  This  is  the  inconfider- 
ate  ufe  of  leeches  in  bad  habits. 
Some  have  loft  the  major  part  of 
their  penis,  and  even  their  lives,  by 
this  praCtice ; others  have  differed 
under  large  fpreading  ulcers,  de- 
ftroying  the  glans  penis,  &c. ; others 
have  been  obliged  to  undergo  cir- 
cumcifion ; others  have  differed 
from  dangerous  haemorrhages, 
which  the  greateft  (kill  could  with 
difficulty  remedy.  In  many  fuch 
cafes,  tire  phydcian  is  obliged  to 
lode  all  fight  of  the  venereal  com- 
plaint, and  direCt  his  mind  and 
practice  fpiritedly  to  the  prefent, 
and  highly  dangerous  fymptoms. 
The  whole  force  of  medicine  fliould 
be  applied  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  the  mortification,  fo  deftruCtiveto 
fhe  future  happinefs  of  the  afflicted 
patient,  if  he  fliould  efcape  with  life. 

The  medical  world  have  been 
leech  mad  lately,  and  have  done  no 
fmall  mifchief  by  depending  on  fuch 
practice,  even  in  fome  putrid-tend- 
ing difeafes,  when  more  important 
methods  of  cure  prefented  them- 
lelves.  It  fhould  be  remembered, 
that  caution  is  neceflary  wherever 
there  mav  be  the  leaf!  apprehenfion 
of  gangrene ; for  if  they  be  applied, 
they  are  fiire  of  promoting  it.  To- 
pical bleedings  may  be  fometimes 
ufeful;  but,  if  mifapplied,  often  do 
irreparable  injury. 

As  to  the  application  of  leeches 
to  the  fcrotum,  which  is  not  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  in  inflammation 
and  induration  of  the  tefticlesj  a 


very  little  anatomical  and  phyfiolo- 
gical  reflection  muft  demonftrate 
the  abfurdity  of  fuch  a trifling 
praCtice,  in  fo  important  a difeafe. 
Large  bleedings,  aCtive  aperients, 
antivenereal  and  nitrous  baths,  fo- 
mentations, emollient  poultices  of 
real  linfeed  meal,  with  the  linimen- 
tum  camphorae  mercuriale,  calomel, 
camphor,  antimony,  &c.  internally, 
and  afufpending  bandage,  prompt- 
ly remove  that  complaint.  It  fhould 
be  remembered,  that  fwelled  tef- 
ticles  arife,  in  general,  from  the 
venereal  virus  in  the  urethra,  being 
flopped  in  its  running  off  by  ajlrin- 
gent  injections,  See.  and  thus  tranf- 
ferred  from  its  original  feat  to  the 
teftes.  When  the  diforder  is  thus 
energetically  treated,  there  is  lefs 
likelihood  of  any  induration  re- 
maining in  the  epidydimis,  than  by 
the  inadequate  praCIice  too  com- 
monly adopted  on  the  fallacious 
hypothetical  opinions,  that  it  is  a 
Jiniple  biflammation  unconnected 
with  venereal  infeftion , which,  like 
many  other  wild  fpeculations  of  pre- 
tended reafoners  on  venereal  com- 
plaints, have  amufed  the  authors  and 
influenced  the  credulous,  but  have 
terribly  injured  fociety. 

LOTIO  COSMETICA. 

R Amygdal.  decort.  No.  iv, 
Mucilag.  guin.  arab.  ^ij.  Contere 
ben£,  deinde  adde  fenfim 
Aq.  flor.  fambuc.  § viij, 

Mercurii  corrofiv.  fublimat.  gr. 
viij.  Solve  terendo  in  mortario  vi- 
treo  cum  piftillu  fimili.  F.  lotio  cof- 
metica. 

T his  is  an  excellent  lotion  for  thofe 
eruptions  that  happen  in  the  face, 
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fronr  furfeits  or  from  morbid  vene- 
real caufes,  and  are  incurable  by  any 
other  means.  The  febaceous  glands 
of  the  cheeks,  in  fome  inftances, 
feem  to  be  the  feat  of  thofe  dif- 
agreeable  pimples  and  eruptions  in 
the  face,  which  in  many  cafes  be- 
come habitual.  They  have  always 
been  confidered  very  difficult  of 
cure ; but  with  the  pilulse  alterantes 
internally,  and  this  lotion  applied 
with  a fponge  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  many  extraordinary  cures  have 
been  effected;  and  fome  amongft 
females,  who  had  been  long  ren- 
dered  miferable  by  thofe  complaints, 
which  by  the  fair  fex  are  confidered 
ferious  drawbacks  upon  beauty. 

CAUSTICUM  CAMPHORATUM. 

R Spt.nitrifumantisGlauberi  §vj, 

Camphor,  tritae  §iij. 

Digerantur  in  vafe  probe  obturato. 
Fadta  folutione,  oleum  fupernatans 
feparetur. 

CAUSTICUM  MERCURIALE. 

R Argent,  viv.  3ij-  Solve  in  acidi 
nitrofi  fumantis  5ft  fecundum  artem 
in  vafe  vitreo  aperto. 

Either  of  thefe,  applied  by  a 
fponge  fixed  in  a quill,  or  reed,  or 
by  a glafs  pen,  on  different  fpecies 
of  excrefcences,  warts,  &c.  ail  very 
powerfully  in  their  prompt  deftruc- 
tion.  They  are  likevvife  ufeful  on 
various  occafious  as  cauflics,  for 
purpofes  that  require  great  accura- 
cy, left  adjacent  parts  be  injured, 
which,  in  general,  fliould  be  co- 
vered with  defenfive  plafters  be- 
fore the  cauftic  be  applied,  in  many 
cafes,  for  fecurity. 

Perpetual  blisters  are  ne- 


ceflary  for  venereal  difeafes  of  tht 
joints,  for  tophs,  nodes,  and  in 
thickened  periofteum  of  bones, 
whilft  other  remedies  are  applied  to 
eradicate  the  difeafe.  Their  con- 
tinued ufe  frequently  prevents  cari^ 
ous  bones,  which  my  long  experi- 
ence has  fully  confirmed.  Whoever 
reflects  on  the  univerfal  connexion 
of  the  cellular  ftrufture,  or  tela 
cellulola  of  the  whole  body,  ahd  the 
communication  of  the  cells,  will 
eafily  perceive  how  blifters,  fetons, 
&c.  ait  in  many  local  complaints, 
accompanied  or  not  with  univerfal 
affection.  It  is  by  perpetual  blifters 
that  I have  fucceeded  chiefly  in 
curing  a new  fpecies  of  watery 
head  of  infants  and  children,  which 
I call  hydrocephalus  mcdius , and 
which,  by  numerous  difleitions,  has 
been  difcovered.  The  fluid  is  not 
in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  but 
between  the  pia  mater  and  tunica, 
arachnoidea , and  fometimes  extends 
all  down  the  fpecus  vertebralis. 
— All  that  has  been  obferved  on 
this  important  fubjea  will  be  here- 
after communicated,  as  innume- 
rable infants  fall  victims  to  this 
obfcure  and  fatal  difeafe,  if  pot 
timely  difcovered,  or  remedied. 

Punctures  are  fometimes  ne- 
ceffarv  in  the  glans  penis,  fcrotum, 
&c.  to  evacuate  fluid,  filling  and 
diftending  the  cells  of  the  cellular 
ftru&ure;  but  thefe  operations 
fliould  beperformed  with  the greateft 
circumfpedtion  and  caution  in  de- 
praved or  debilitated  habits,  left 
gangrene  enfue. 

Thefe  pundtures  are  what  I have 
fo  fucccfsfully  recommended  in 
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anafarcous  dropAes;  but  with  all  or  from  the  depraved  flate  of  the 
due  caution.  I have  feen  many  fluids,  and  debility  of  the  folids; 
gallons  of  water  ifiue  from  a Ample  then  a fpirited  antifeptic  treatment 
and  Angle  pundure  of  the  legs,  by  can  alone  fave  the  parts  of  genera- 
which  the  bloated  face  and  whole  tion,  or  the  patient’s  life.  Hitherto 
body  have  been  evacuated  of  the  a mixed  inconflftent  pradice  lias 
dropAcal  ferum.  A remarkable  in- 
ftance  of  this  fort  occurred  in  a me- 
dical gentleman,  aged  feventy-five, 
who  had  previous  jaundice,  fucceed- 
ed  by  hydrops  thoracis,  andanafarca 
univerfalis,  in  the  mofl:  imminent 
danger  from  orthopnoea  and  afihma. 

That  eminent  anatomifl:  Mr.  Cruik- 
fliank  performed  the  pundures,  dices.  If  any  medical  praditioner 
and,  notwithftanding  the  advanced  Ihould  fliil  doubt  the  efficacy  of  the 
age  of  the  patient,  accompanied  confiftent  practice  already  pub- 
with  numerous  untoward  circum-  lilhed,  he  may  viflt  the  febrile, 
fiances,  after  immenfe  quantities  of  fmall  pox,  and  other  wards  of  the 
water  were  evacuated,  by  the  addi-  St.  Mary-le-bone  Inflrmary;  and,  a 
tion  of  tonics,  preparations  of  fcilla  convidion,  from  innumerable  fads, 
and  hydrargyrus,  &c.  &c.  the  cure  muft  eftablilh  the  uniform  admini- 
was  completed,  and  the  patient  now  ftration  of  the  oppoAng  powers  to 
remains  perfectly  well.  devaluating  putrid  affedions,  be- 

Thefe  pundures  are  not  always  vond  the  poffibility  of  fufpicion  or 
fafe;  but  if  gangrene  Ihould  happen,  refutation*, 
either  in  the  penis,  fcrotum,  or  ad-  In  venereal  cafes,  accompanied 
jacent  parts,  after  pundures,  leeches,  with  putrid-tending  or  gangrenous 

* An  extraordinary  infiance  happened  fome  few  months  fince.  A female 
who  came  into  the  houfe,  about  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  was  infeded 
with  a fevere  confluent  fmall-pox.  On  the  third,  day  of  the  fuppurating 
flage,  fhe  was  delivered  of  a child,  who  had  the  fmall-pox  in  a flate  of  fup- 
puration  one  day  later  than  the  mother.  The  foetus,  therefore,  had  gone 
through  the  flages  of  the  fmall-pox  in  the  mother’s  womb.  The  child  lived 
fome  days,  but  died  convulfed,  and  is  preferved  in  fpirits.  The  mother  per. 
fedly  recovered,  is  now  living  in  good  health,  and  is  another  confirmation 
of  the  great  utility  of  prefcribing  antifeptics  in  the  earliefl  flages  of  putrid- 
tending  difeafes,  without  any  regard  to  beat , quick  putfe , &c.  which  are  fome 
of  the  rocks  others  continually  fplit  on,  to  the  deflrudion  of  the  human 
fpecies.  This  patient  took  bark,  vitriolic  acid,  tindrura  rofarum  as  drink, 
and  wine.  This  is  the  only  fuccefsful  mode  of  treating  all  putrid-tending 
difeafes,  now  confirmed,  by  thoufands  of  cafes,  and  would  be  very  ufeful  in 
jelltnv  fevers,  which  I formerly  experienced,  when  in  the  Ifejl  Indies,  Ame- 
rica, See. 


been  adopted,  and  is  even  now 
continued,  by  others  who  are  either 
unacquainted  with  the  improve- 
ments publifhed  in  the  Rational 
Pradice  of  Phyfic,  or  by  thofe  who, 
in  oppofition  to  all  found  reafoning 
and  the  mod  ftriking  fads,  will 
not  depart  from  their  fatal  preju- 
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afledlJons,  the  exadt  method  ufcd 
faccefsfulfy  in  fevers,  cannot  be 
always  applied ; for  that  divine  acid, 
the  vitriolic,  cannot  always  be  pre- 
fcribed,  particularly  if  the  flomach 
or  inteflines  be  irritated  by  mercu- 
rials, or  be  difpofed  to  diarrhaea,  or 
dyfentery;  fymptoms  not  uncom- 
mon in  mercurial  courfes.  If  the 
vitriolic  acid  and  cortex  may  be 
prudently  preferibed,  they  are  the 
xnofl  efficacious ; the  next  in  force 
are  cortex  and  vitriolated  zinc ; and, 
thirdly,  flrong  folutions  of  camjilior 
with  decorticated  almonds,  and  the 
learned  Hoffman’s  anodyne  liquid. 
All  bleedings,  vomits,  relaxing  fu- 
dorifics,  faline,  neutralized  volatiles, 
or  foffile  or  vegetable  alkalis,  with 
acids,  are  feptic,  incongruous,  and 
injurious ; all  bitters,  bracers, 
corroborants,  wine,  fpirits,  and 
vitriolics,  confonant  and  beneficial. 

MISTURA  ANTISEPTICA  ACIDA. 

R Extradl.  cort.  peruv.  jjfe. 
Solve  in  decodl.  ejufdem  gxiv, 

Tindl.  ejufdem  gij. 

Acid,  vitriolic,  dilut.  3'j-  M.  f. 
miftura, cujus  fumatcoch.iij  fecunda, 
tertia,  quarta,  vel  fexta  quaque  ltora 
fecundupn  violentiam  morbi. 

Eodem  tempore,  Tindlura  rofarum 
bibenda  eft  pro  potu  ordinario,  cum 
vino  rubro. 

MISTURA  ANTISEPTICA  ZINCATA. 

R Decodl.  cort.  peruv.  §xiv, 

Tindl.  ejufdem  comp.  §ij, 

Zinci  vitriolat.  gr.  iij.  Solve,  f. 
miftura,  de  qua  fumat  coch.  iij,  tertia 
quaque  hora. 

MISTURA  ANTISEPTICA  CAM- 
PHORATA. 

R Camphorae  c)ij, 


Amygdal.  decort.  gf*,, 

Sacchar.  alb.  5iij»  Contere  beni, 
deinde  adde  gradatim 
Aq.  pur.  §xiv, 

cinnam.  §j{t,. 

Liquor,  anodyn.  Hoff.  §{*>.  M. 
cujus  fumat  coch.  iij,  tertia  vel  quan- 
ta quaque  hora. 

To  the  firft  and  fecond  of  tliefe 
preferiptions,  if  diarrhaea  fucceed 
their  ufe,  confedlio  opiata  ad  3iij 
may  be  added,  to  prevent  their 
paffing  too  fuddenly  through  the 
inteflines.  To  the  laft  mixture,  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  may  be  added 
from  one  to  two  drams  of  T indium 
opii. 

If  diarrhaea  or  dyfentery  happen 
during  a mercurial  courfe,  or  fali- 
vation ; then  they  muff  be  reftrained 
by  the  following : 

R Extradl.  ligni  Campechenf.  3u- 
Solve  in  Aq.  cinnam. 

Mill,  cretaceae  §xj, 

Tindt.  cardamom,  c.  3*, 

opii  3ij.  M.  f.  miflura,  de 

qua  capiat  coch.  iij  pro  re  nata, 
diarrhaea  molelia ; or, 

R Mill,  cretaceae  gxivfe, 
Confetl.  opiat.  3iij> 

Tindl.  cinnam.  §j(t, . M.  f.  miftura. 

From  a bad  habit,  the  cavern- 
ous and  fpongy  flrudlure  of  the 
penis  fometimes  mortifies,  and 
fpreads  rapidly.  In  which  inflances, 
the  depending  on  opium,  as  too 
commonly  pradlifed,  is  often  the 
caufe  of  the  lofs  of  the  penis,  or 
the  patient’s  life.  Opium  fliould 
never  be  preferibed  with  any  other 
view,  in  mortifications,  than  to  pre- 
vent the  antifeptics  palling  through 
the  inteflines.  The  profufe  appli- 
cation 
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cation  and  abufe  of  opium,  lately, 

like  many  other  wild  conceits  of  the 

* 

prefent  day-,  were  founded  in  erro- 
neous principles,  and  have  been, 
when  mifapplied,  deftructive  to 
thoufands.  A more  noble  medicine 
than  opium  is  not  known  in  the 
whole  materia  medica ; but  to  pre- 
fcribe  it  merely  to  appeafe  and  pal- 
liate, when  powerful  caufes  ought 
to  be  removed  by  more  appropriate 
and  decided  remedies,  is  to  haften 
an  eafy  diflblution  of  the  patient, 
without  attempting  the  mod  fpecific 
means  of  recovery. 

In  fpafmouic  afteftions*  as  con- 
vuliions,  tremors,  & c.  from  either 
an  over-ufe  of  mercury,  or  the 
venereal  virus  aiding  powerfully 
on  the  nervous  fyftem,  camphor, 
muik,  and  bark,  aflafoetida,  va- 
lerian, or  preparations  of  zinc,  are 
proper;  all  which  complaints  may 
be  found  in  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  Rational  Practice  of  Phyfic,  and 
their  proper  treatment. 

In  venereal  affections  of  the  lungs^ 
as  cough,  tubercles,  ulcerated  lungs, 
&c.  oily  emulfions  with  opiates, 
elixir  paregoric,  and  fquills,  ammo- 
niacum  and  volatiles,  pil.  ex  hy- 
drargyro,  e ftyrace  et  fcilla,  perpe- 
tual blifters  tothefcrobiculus  cordis, 
according  to  circumdances,  are  to 
be  prefcribed.  Ulcerated  lungs, 
and  the  confumption  atifing  there- 
from, are  oftener  fatal  than  curable. 

tf. HEMORRHAGES. 

Fatal  haemorrhages  fometirbes 
arife  from  ulcers  or  gangrene  of  the 
penisj  in  which  cal'e  llyptics  of 


powdered  burnt  alum,  (olutions  of 
white  or  blue  vitriol,  or  drong  aqua 
vegeto  - mineralis,  are  proper.  I 
have  checked  thefe  haemorrhages 
by  raiding  the  penis,  or  its  remains, 
againft  the  fymjihyjis  pubis , and 
(retaining  it  there  by  light  bandage, 
comprefs,  and  gentle  preflure,  and 
have  fucceeded  in  checking  or  re- 
draining haemorrhages  that  might 
otherwife  have  become  fatal. 

As  to  the  haemorrhages  arifing 
from  cruel  burning  caujilc  bougies , 
introduced  up  the  urethra,  they 
have  lately  proved  highly  dangerous, 
and  even  fatal.  In  fuch  miferable 
cafes  the  vitriolic  ftyptics  are  pro- 
per; but  if  coagulated  blood  plug 
up  the  urethra,  a flexible  or  other 
catheter,  or  bougie,  gently  intro- 
duced up  the  paflage,  is  neceflary 
to  clear  the  way  for  the  pafiing  of 
the  urine,  which  by  its  warmth 
frequently  produces  frefh  haemor- 
rhage. Internally,  in  fuch  cafes, 
vitriolated  zinc,  bark,  vitriolic  acid, 
and  fuch  remedies,  without  fpiritu- 
ous  flimulants,  are  uftful;  if  the 

i 

patient  efcape  with  life  from  the 
dangerous  haemorrhage.  The  ap^ 
plication  of  fiery  fpirits  of  turpen- 
tine, as  an  injection,  in  fuch  dan- 
gerous bleedings,  which  fome  have 
recommended,  mud  have  arifen. 
entirely  from  forgetting  the  exquijite 
fenfibility  of  the  urethra,  and  the 
very  pungent,  heating,  and  flimu- 
lating  qualities  of  fuch  a violent  re- 
medy to  fuch  a tender  part.  It  is 
a dangerous  tiling  for  men  to  write 
prefcriptions,  who  feem  unacquaint- 
ed. with  the  powers  and  qualities  of 
l remedies ; 
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remedies;  bat  it  is  to  be  ferioufly  fcription.  Bafis^  adjuvant corrigent, 
lamented,  that  many  recent  works  conflituens, , dofis,  &c.  Ihould  be  well 

in  furgery  are  extremely  defective  underftood  in  all  complex  formula:, 
in  the  ftruCture  of  practical  pre- 


RECAPITULATION,  ADMONITIONS,  AND  MISCELLANEOUS 

OBSERVATIONS. 

ON  FRICTIONS,  & C. 

I-  'J'HE  cure  of  every  fpecies  of  venereal  infection  requires  mercury 
alone,  or  combined  with  antimonial  fulphurs. 

IT.  It  is  neceffary,  for  every  perfon  who  undertakes  the  cure  of  vene- 
real affections,  to  previoufly  underftand  anatomy,  phyfiology,  pathology, 
and  therapeutics;  for  without  the  three  former  it  is  impoffible  ,to  com- 
prehend the  ftruCture  of  parts,  living  functions  of  the  human  body,  or 
ravages  of  difeafes;  and  without  the  latter,  it  is  impoffible  to  Ikilfully 
prefcribe  in  the  variety  of  cafes  conftantly  occurring  *.  Internally,  too 
large  dofes  of  mercurials  have  been  adminiftered ; which  it  is  hoped  this 
work  will  correft. 

III.  The  friCtions,  with  unguentum  hydrargyri,  fo  as  to  faturate  the 
infeCted  body  with  mercury  without  exciting  falivation,  if  conducted  with 
judgment,  will  cure  molt  fpecies  of  venereal  contagion ; but  in  compli- 
cated cafes,  antimonial  fulphurs  may  be  joined,  to  aCt  as  alteratives. 

IV.  The  various  opinions  and  difputes  on  the  nature  of  the  venereal 
•particles,  which  prove  infectious,  fhovv  that  the  difputants  know  nothing 
of  its  real  nature. 

V.  The  lues  venerea  can  be  received  without  primary  local  infection ; 
but  fuch  inftances  rarely  happen. 

VI.  The  venereal  virus  may  be  in  the  fyftem  fome  years  before  it 
makes  its  appearance ; but  fuch  cafes  do  not  occur  fo  ofteu  as  fome 
believe. 

VII.  There  are  three  kinds  of  afljeCtion.  i.  Recent , attended  with 

* . 

jpnmary  local  fymptoms.  2.  Confirmed , when  received  into  the  habit, 
occafioning  general  contamination  of  the  fyitem,  which  foon  fucceeds 
local  affeCtion.  3.  Inveterate , when  it  may  have  remained  long  in  the 
habit  without  producing  fvmptoms,  or  when  reappearing  after  an  imper- 
feCt  cure. 

VIII.  The  fymptoms  that  may  be  judged  recent  are,  the  urethritis  ve- 
nerea, chancres  or  buboes,  phymofis,  or  paraphymofis,  &c.  that  in  a few 

* It  is  a great  pleafuic  to  find,  that  the  plan  I formed  in  Schola  Medicine, 
by  arranging  the  phyfiology',  pathology,  & c.  in  columns,  has  greatly  facilitated 
and  abridged  the  mofl  difficult  medical  liudies. 

da  vs 
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days  fucceed  coition.  Confirmed , when  the  fymptoms  appear  many  w'etks 
after  the  fuppofed  reception  of  the  infection,  obftinate  chancres,  &c.  tu- 
bercles, venereal  warts,  arid  other  excrefences;  fudden  floppage  of  the 
difeharge  from  the  urethra  from  the  imprudent  ufe  of  afir  ingents ; for,  in 
this  cafe,  the  primary  local  affedtion  frequently  degenerates  into  general 
difeafe. 

IX.  The  urethral  difeharge,  chancres,  buboes,  &c.  arifing  a few  days 
after  coition,  though  apparent  local  atfe&ions;  yet  they  ought  to  be 
treated  with  mercury,  from  the  impoffibility  of  being  certain  that  the 
fyftem  has  not  received  any  infection. 

X.  The  opinions  of  AJlruc , Boerhaave , and  others,  that  the  venereal 
virus  is  becoming  milder,  and  in  time  would  be  extinft,  are  erroneous, 
which  practical  fails  daily  prove;  but  there  are  few  incurables,  and  even 
the  moft  obftinate  cafes  can  be  palliated.  The  difficulty  of  curing  fome 
arifes  from  the  debilitated  ftate  of  patients,  and  the  complication  of  the 
venereal  virus  with  other  difeafes. 

XI.  The  methods  of  cure  adopted  by  the  firft  praiHtioners,  by  puri- 
fiers, baths,  deterfive  liniments,  fweating  in  ovens,  by  cauteries,  &c. 
failed. 

XII.  Mercury  was  firft  ufed  by  Theodore,  Villanova,  and  afterwards 
by  Fallopius,  Carpus,  and  Vigo,  with  many  others,  externally,  from  its 
known  effedts  in  cutaneous  difeafes. 

XIII.  Mercury  afterwards  fell  into  difufe  from  the  timidity  of  phyfi- 
cians  not  applying  it  in  fufficient  quantity  to  effiedt  a cure. 

XIV.  Recourfe  was  then  had  to  fuch  remedies  as  had  been  employed 
in  the  ifiands  from  whence  the  difeafe  had  been  imported  into  Europe,  as 
guaiacum,  china  root,  farfaparilla,  faflafras,  and  fuch  European  herbs  and 
roots  as  feemed  to  bear  the  greateft  analogy  to  thofe,  amongft  which  was 
mezereon,  &c.  &c.  They  are  laid  to  have  formerly  cured  the  difeafe; 
but  this  is  much  doubted,  except  in  hot  climates  : now  they  are  preferibed 
as  auxiliaries.  They  never  in  European  climates  cure  the  diforder;  in 
the  Weft  Indies  and  America  they  generally  fail;  and,  though  in  thofe 
climates  they  feem  to  remove  fymptoms,  I have  known  many  inftances  of 
thefe  fuppofed  cures,  on  returning  to  Europe,  wherein  the  venereal 
fymptoms  have  reappeared  with  redoubled  violence. 

XV.  After  the  unfuccefsful  trial  of  thefe  remedies,  and  the  deftrudtion 
of  thoufands,  mercury  was  again  employed,  which  had  hitherto  been 
confidered  a poifon,  more  from  its  injudicious  application  than  any  other 
caufe.  At  firft,  red  precipitate,  by  Mathiolus  and  others;  mercurius 
dulcis,  panacea  mercurialis,  aethiops  mineralis,  violet  mercury,  turbith 
mineral,  white  precipitate,  &c.;  but  their  effefts  were  in  genera!  too  vio- 

t 2 Ipa* 


I 76  ) 

lent  or  inefficacious  to  be  fuccefsful,  and  the  major  part  are  now  baniflied 
practice  for  internal  ufe. 

XVI.  Mercurial  frictions  were  then  recommended  bv  Fracdntiamis, 
1564.  Salivation,  however,  was  over-excited,  and  the  ingenuity  of  the 
contributors  to  alleviate  human  miferv  was  employed  to  invent  fafe  inter- 
nal remedies.  Corrojive  fublimate  was  known  and  ufed  bv  Cavalier  and 
others,  and  Louis  XIV.  that  great  protestor  of  all  the  liberal  fciences, 
arts,  atld  ingenious  men,  through  the  influence  of  that  greateft  of  minifters, 
the  immortal  Colbert,  purchafed  the  method  of  preparing  /taur.cea 
mercurialise  for  the  benefit  of  all  his  people  and  the  whole  world.  No 
prince  ever  exifted,  who,  on  numerous  occafions,  fo  diftinguiflicd  him- 
felf  as  that  monarch,  for  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  fciencc,  as  may  be 
feen  in  numerous  grand  inftituiions  for  fcience  and  literature,  in  the  city 
of  Paris,  where  I formerly  ftudied  furgerv,  See. 

XVII.  The  modus  operand's  of  mercury  in  curing  venereal  affeCtions  is 
unknown;  but  its  application  as  a fpecific  for  the  difeafe  is  well  compre- 
hended  by  the  fkilful.  In  fome  preparations,  as  by  unguents,  a large  quan- 
tity is  foir.etimes  neceflary  ; in  others  a few  grains  of  mercury,  judicioufly 
adminiftered,  completely  cure,  as  mercurius  corrofivus  fublimatus;  now 
called  hydrargyrus  muriatus. 

XVIII.  There  are  four  kinds  of  external  application  of  mercury;  by 
frictions,  which  have  been  moff  univerfally  fuccefsful  * ; bv  plaflers,  which 
are  now  confidered  ufelefs,  unlefs  to  indurated  glands,  See. ; by  lotions, 
which  are  not  now  depended  on  panel  by  fumigations  of  cinnabar,  which, 
though  ufeful  in  ulcers  of  the  nofe,  throat,  perineum,  &x.  are  not  alone 
fufficiently  powerful  to  remove  inveterate  venereal  affections. 

XIX.  Though  falivation  will  in  many  cafes  cure;  yet  it  is  impracticable 
in  delicate  fubjeCts,  as  they  cannot  bear  a fyfficient  quantity  to  eradicate 
the  difeafe. 

XX.  Salivation  is  unneceflary  and  prejudicial,  except  in  particular 
cafes,  for  it  carries  off  the  mercury  fuddeniv,  which  fhould  remain  long 
in  the  habit  to  remove  obftru<9ions,  indurations,  &c.  can  fed  by  the 
venereal  virus.  It  is  productive  of  violent  inflammations  of  the  face, 

* PiiCtions  were  employed  with  different  intentions:  1.  To  excite  no 

fenfible  effect,  as  firft  ptiblilhed,  1512,  bv  Almenar,  and  lately  readoptad  by 
Chicoineau  and  many  others.  2.  To  raife  a falivation.  3.  To  promote  a 
diarrhoea,  as  recommended  by  Default.  The  firft,  without  falivation;  if 
any  affeCtion  of  the  mouth  appeared,  a fulplutr  purge  was  given,  as  an  anti, 
falivanr,  and  the  frictions  omitted  a few  days.  The  lecond  was  adopted  by 
Boerhaave,  Aftruc,  and  Petit.  The  third  was  effected  firft  by  frictions, 
and  then  clyfters  of  fenna  decoCfion  were  adjniniftered,  or  jalap,  &c.  if 
n«celfary. 


ulcers 
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ulcers  of  the  mouth,  tongue,  throat,  glands,  &c.  which  are  light  efforts 
in  companion  of  others,  as  fainting?,  lethargy,  continual  fever,  fuffoca- 
tion,  lofs  of  teeth,  and  rupture  of  the  falivary  duds,  dangerous  haemor- 
rhages, bloody  flux,  &c.  which  are  the  more  lamentable  from  being,  at 
times,  above  the  reach  of  medicine.  This  violent  method  fliould  therefore 
be  exploded,  although  ftrongly  recommended  by  Aft  rue,  Boerhaave,  and 
Petit,  with  their  followers,  which  may  be  faid  to  be  the  prevailing  preju- 
dice of  their  time  rather  than  their  own  errors. 

XXL  Frirtions  without  laiivation,  if  fkilfully  cond tided  and  fufikiently 
long  continued,  extinguifli  the  virus  without  any  incrcafe  of  the  excre-  , 
tions,  and  confequently  do  not  impair  the  ftreugth  of  the  patient,  nor 
produce  the  mifehiefs  attendant  on  laiivation.  The  addition  of  camphor 
to  the  unguentum  is  proper;  but  fulphur  not,  as  it  may  fo  counterad  the^ 
intentions  of  mercury  as  to  prevent  its  efficacy.  The  laft  method,  how- 
ever, has  fucceecied.  3j  vel  *ij,  every  other  night,  is  fufficient  of  the  un- 
guent. hydrarg.  fort. 

XXII.  Bleeding,  a purge  fir  ft,  and  warm  baths,  are  neceffary,  not  only 
before,  but  occafionaily  during  fridions;  for  by  exciting  free  perfpiration 
and  cieanfing  the  furface  of  the  body,  falivation  is  greatiy  impeded,  and 
the  cure  facilitated,  by  the  operation  of  mercury  through  the  ininuteft  ■ 
/ cellular  ftrurtures,  exhalent  arteries,  minuteft  lymphatics,  or  abforbents, 
&c.;  for,  as  Hiji/iccrates  juftly  fays,  and  Abraham  Kaavj  proves,  w;  mmtvoov 
X.V-1  sWffvosv  o'xov  TO  0-J/AC6.  QUOD  EXriRANS,  ET  INSFIRANS,  UNIVER- 
SUM  CORPUS. 

XXIII.  Warmth  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  promote  a cure;  the  room 
fhouid  be  large  and  airy,  with  a fire  in  cool  weather ; and,  if  iu  an  hofpital, 
few  fliould  be  in  the  fame  ward* 

i 

XXIV.  As  mercury'  increafes  excretion  through  the  fkin,  cold  is  ini- 
mical, checks  the  neceffary  mild  perfpiration,  and  occafions  diforders  in 
the  head.  Calico  under-fhirts  in  lummer,  and  flannel  or  Jerfey  fliirts, 
fhouid  be  worn  in  winter,  during  a mercurial  courfe,  left  fudden  chills 
pr  cold  retard  the  operation  of  medicine.  Patients  fliould  be  confined  to 
a room,  particularly  the  refrartory,  young,  and  inconfiderate ; or  the  life 
of  frirtions  for  extinguifliing  the  virus  will  be  defeated.  In  hofpital 
prartice,  like  wife,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  confine  patients ; left  irre- 
gularities and  expofure  to  cold  counteract  all  curative  intentions. 

XXV.  The  moderate  ufe  of  guaiacum  and  faffafras,  in  pallid  languid 
habits,  and  the  farfaparilla,  in  decortions,  for  the  florid  and  plethoric, 
may  affift  the  extinction  of  the  difeafe,  when  attempted  by  frirtion. 
They  may  beufed  with  or  without  milk,  as  ordinary  drink,  with  a little 
liquorice-root  boiled,  to  make  them  more  grateful.  Thefe  decortions  of 
woods,  as  they  are  called,  united  with  the  folutio  mercurialis  antinronialis. 


or 
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or  lofio  penetrans,  in  fmall  dofes,  already  recommended,  will  cure  many 
venereal  fymptoms;  but  in  important  cafes  fridions  fhould  be  added,  cr 
permanency  of  cure  may  not  always  be  expeded. 

XXV I.  When  the  mercurial  halitus  is  perceived  ifluing  from  the  months 
of  the  fridioned,  by  the  olfadory  organs  of  the  praditioner,  the  body  at 
that  time  is  faturated,  and  fridions  fhould  then  be  omitted  two  or  three 
days  or  more,  and  a laxative  given.  It  is  necefTary,  therefore,  for  the 
practitioner  to  daily  vmt  the  patient,  and  to  be  very  vigilant,  left  a ftrone 
falivation  be  excited ; which  will  happen  in  fonie  inftamccs  notwithftandino' 
thegreateft  circumfpedion.  ° 

XX  VII.  If  the  head  and  face  be  very  much  fwelled  and  painful,  with 
inflammation  of  the  eyes,  or  a fever  fhould  arife ; bleeding,  aperients,  and 
iahne  remedies,  are  proper,  as  likewife  in  fpitting  of  blood,  &c.  unlefs 
there  be  a putrid-tending  diathefis ; then  antifeptics  and  tonics  are  to  be 
preferibed.  In  fpafms,  opiates  or  narcotics  fhould  be  cautioufly  given, 
as  they  fometimes  prove  hurtful  and  occafion  delirium,  &c. 

XXVIII.  Fridions  fliquld  be  continued  until  the  chief  fymptoms  be 
removed,  and  fume  time  afterwards.  Ulcenr  and  earies  of  the  bones 
continue  longer  than  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  necefTary;  but  a proper  healthy 
difeharge  from  them  fhould  dired  the  praditioner,  when  to  leave  off  the 
fridions,  and  they  fhould  be  difeontinued,  not  fuddcnly,  but  gradually. 

XXIX.  The  fudden  difappearance  of  ulcers  and  other  fymptoms  is 
fometimes  very  deceitful;  for  if  the  remedies  were  then  difeontinued,  tine 
difeafe  will  foon  reappear. 

XXX.  Mercury  continues  to  ad  on  the  fvftem  even  fome  months 
after  the  difcontinuance  of  the  fridions : its  adminiftration,  therefore,  is 
not  to  be  carried  too  far.  Upon  an  average,  two  or  three  ounces  of  the 
ft  rang  ointment  is  fufficient  for  the  generality  of  cafes;  but  this  mull 
always  be  determined  by  circumftances;  deviations  in  the  times  offridion 
Slid  kind  of  diet  mtift  be  made,  according  to  the  habit  of  the  patient. 

XXXI.  When  the  lues  venerea  be  combined  with  fea  feurw,  the  latter 
fhould  be  ftr ft  removed,  before  the  commencement  of  the  courfe,  or  verv 
light  antivenereal  alteratives  ufed.  Fridions  are  not  fo  proper  in  thefe 
cafes  as  alteratives. 

XX XI I.  The  phthifls  venerea,  or  venereal  cor.fumption,  is  to  be 
treated  with  antivenereals;  but  extreme  caution  is  neceffarv  not  to  pufU 
«lie  ufe  of  mercury  too  far.  Plenck’s  folution  is  proper. 


ON  THE  CURE  BY  FUMIGATIONS, 

XXXIII,  The  method  of  curing  venereal  affedions  by  cinnabariue 
fumigations  is  almoft  as  ancient  as  the  difeafe,  and  was  known  by  Fallopius 
*nd  Mafia,  who  were  its  principal  advocates:  it  has  great  power  in  re- 
moving 
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nicving  or  changing  the  ftate  of  venereal  and  cancerous  ulcers;  but  Can- 
not be  depended  on  to  confirm  the  cure  of  venereal  affeCtions,  though 
an  excellent  auxiliary  in  various  cafes;  but  not  now  fufliciently  in  life. 

XXXIV.  Mr.  Lalouette  has  revived  the  practice,  by  avoiding  fome  of 
the  inconveniencies  that  rendered  fumigation  hazardous  and  difagreeable, 
from  its  fuffocating  fulphureous  fumes,  &c.  affeCting  the  lungs,  by  the 
preparation  he  ufes,  See. 

LOTIONS. 

• XXXV.  The  lotions  formerly  ufed  in  the  cure  of  lues  venerea  were 
dangerous;  being  compoled  of  corrojive Jublimate  and  aifenic:  they  occa- 
fioned  dreadful  cutaneous  difeafes,  and  even  falivation;  they  therefore 
fell  into  difufe. 

XXXVI.  Baths,  peniluvia,  and  pediluvia,  of  well-prepared  corrofive 
fublimate,  in  the  quantity  of  four  grains  to  a quart  of  water,  aie  vei\ 
ufeful  for  difeafed  joints,  nodes,  tophs,  and  various  lymphatic  and  other 
indurations,  or  as  fomentations,  &c.  in  various  venereal  affections ; or  as 
lotions  for  deterging  venereal  or  other  ulcers.  Lotions  likewife  of  the 
hvdrargyrus  gummefus  are  proper  for  peniluvia,  pediluvia,  &c.  in  deli- 
cate conftitutions. 

PLASTERS. 

XXXVII.  Plafters  of  mercury,  with  proper  compofitions,  as  a cure, 
have  been  long  abandoned,  from  their  very  limited  powers  : they  are  ufed 
now  only  to  indurated  glands,  &c.  & c. 

MERCURIUS  GUMMOSUS, 

XXXVIII.  This  invention  of  uniting  argentum  rivum  with  gum  arabic 
was  difeovered  and  praCtifed  by  that  very  learned  phylician  Plenck.,  of 
Vienna.  It  cured  the  lues  venerea,  in  numerous  inftances,  in  that  coun- 
try; but  in  the  confirmed  lues,  in  this  ifland,  It  has  not  been  permanently 
fuccefsful;  but  this  may  be  attributed  more  to  careleffnefs  in  preparing 
the  remedy  than  any  other  caufe.  I have  fucceeded  in  curing  numerous 
venereal  affections,  in  delicate  conftitutions,  by  this  method;  but  in  order 
to  augment  its  powers,  one  eighth  or  fixth  of  a grain  of  antbnmium  tarta- 
ujatvm  (tart,  emet.)  gives  a powerful  energy  to-  each  dofe.  Thefe  com- 
binations, however,  have  falivated,  and  require  the  fame  vigilance  as 
frictions ; for  this  hydrc.rgpus  gummofus  may  be  aptly  termed  an  internal 
friction.  It  requires  very  accurate  trituration,  or  the  globules  of  the 
argentum  vivum  will  not  be  perfectly  extinguilhed  *. 

* M.  De  Horn  fays,  the  compofition  does  not  equal  the  author’s  commend- 
ations. M.  Cartel  made  an  improvement  on  the  method  by  dividing  the 
mercury  in  mucilage  of  gum  arabic;  and  drying  the  mafs,  reduced  it  into 
powder. 
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^XXIX.  Thefe  preparations  will  perfectly  cure, primary  affections; 
but  in  very  inveterate  and  chronic  cafes,  they  fail  in  this  changeable,  cold 
climate;  it  is  bur  juftice,  however,  to  the  celebrated  inventor,  to  fay, 
that  they  are  an  additional  and  ufeful  mild  refource  in  venereal  cafes  of 
delicate  confutations,  women,  and  children,  and  in  all  cafes  wherein  the 
Ompofitions  of  mercury  with  the  mineral  acids  are  too  violent. 


keyser’s  pills. 

XL.  The  chagies  of  Keyfer  have  been  fairly  tried  for  feveral  years, 
both  in  Paris,  London,  and  in  different  parts  of  Europe ; but  though  in 
many  cafes  they  cured,  yet  in  others,  to  my  own  knowledge,  they  pro- 
duced  dangerous  etfefts,  as  falivation,  purgings,  relaxation  of  the  folids, 
&c.  In  London,  it  was  pretended  that  patients  might  purfue  their  ordi- 
nary bufmefs  during  their  exhibition  ; and,  I remember,  the  general  rule 
recommended  by  Dr.  Cooper,  of  John  Street,  was,  to  take  a fufficient 
quantity  to  prove  daily  laxative,  by  which  means  nutrition  was  impeded, 
and  debility  promoted,  and  the  ends  of  cure,  in  inveterate  cafes,  prevented. 
This  is  fimilar  to  hydrargyrus  acetatas. 

XLI.  The  author  feemed  totally  ignorant  of  chemifhy,  and  deferibed 
feveral  proceffes,  unneceflarily  tedious,  to  purify  mercury,  which  may  be 
effected  with  much  lefs  trouble  *. 

PRESSAVIN’S  MERCURIAL  SALT, 

XLII.  The  vegetable  mercurial  fait  of  M.  PrefTavin  is  fimilar  to  Key* 
fer’s,  except  its  combination  with  cremor  tartar,  and  its  being  given  in 
iolution.  1 he  piluiar  form  is  very  improper  in  afhve  folutiuns  of  mercury, 
fince,  as  hath  been  obferved,  their  cauftical  effeds  are  likely  to  injure  the 
flomach;  but  the  folution  of  PrefTavin  is  far  fuperior,  by  being  diluted  fb 
as  to  avoid  all  fuch  danger. 

XL1II.  The  folution  of  mercury  in  vinegar  is  no  new  difeovery,  and 
may  be  found  in  Theatvum  Chemicum , page  654,  printed  at  Strafbourg, 
i6r  ,.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  artifice  or  ignorance  to  introduce 
remedies  as  new,  which  have  been  long  obfolete  or  in  difufe.  The  nitric 
acid  trick  will,  perhaps,  prove  of  this  nature. 

XUY.  Keyser’s  pills,  and  many  other  fuch  mvderious,  quefiionable 
compofitions,  which  have  great  reputation  while  they  are  puffed  off  as 
Duets,  at  an  immenfc  expenfe,  in  newfpapers,  lofe  all  their  miraculous 
value  when  once  known.  All  the  advantages  of  fuch  compofitions 

Upon  a review  of  his  unfcientific  formula,  the  composition  is  as  follows: 

Du  mercure  revivifie,  enfuite  calcine,  puis  difibus  par  le  vinagre,  et  melt 

avec  la  manne  et  la  fa  line,  pourdonner  la  couliftance  requile  a cette  compo- 
fition.’  — Colombier. 


can 
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can  be  acquired  without  any  hazard,  by  various  other  remedies,  gentle 

fiiiftions,  &c.  &c.  _ 

• t; 

ON  THE  STROP  DE  BBLLET. 

XLV.  This  fyrup,  when  I was  in  France,  many  years  ago,  was  a 
fecret,  in  the  hands  of  the  author  and  government  only.  The  bafis,  from 
the  moft  accurate  analyfis,  proved  to  be  either  pure  mercury  diffolved 
in  the  nitrous  acid,  to  which  is  added  fpt.  vim*  or  fome  precipitate  of 
mercurv  diffolved  in  fpt.  nitri  dulcis.  A certain  quantity  of  this  folution. 
is  mixed  with  fome  fyrup,  and,  when  made,  a table-lpoonful,  diluted  in 
water,  is  to  be  taken  every  morning  for  a week;  afterwards,  the  fame 
quantity  morning  and  evening,  gradually  mcreafing  the  dofe  to  two  table- 
fpoonfuls,  and  rarely  beyond,  diluting  it  with  water  in  proportion  to  the 
dofe.  Its  adminiilration  was  continued  a fortnight  after  the  fymptoms 
were  removed,  and  a purge  was  given  at  intervals: 

XLVI.  It  was  tried  on  feveral  patients  in  the  holpitals  of  Brejl  and 
Toulon , as  the  nitric  acid  has  been  at  our  naval  hofpitals,  &c.  It  generally 
caufed  more  or  lefs  pain  in  the  head,  fometimes  uneafinefs  in  the  llomach, 
and  purging:  out  of  twenty  patients,  fifteen  were  apparently  cured,  three 
left  the  hofpital,  one  went  away  not  cured,  one  degenerated  into  cancer, 
and  two  died.  It  has  fince  been  ufed  with  various  fuccefs,  by  perfons 
who  are  no  great  friends  to  fecret s. 

ANTIVENEREAL  clysters. 

XLVII.  Antivenereal  clyfters  were  invented  by  M.  Royer,  furgeon 
major  of  the  camps  and  armies.  The  analyfis  made  by  M.  de  Horne, 
proves  its  bafis  to  be  corrojive  fublimate , united  with  camphor,  fnucilage, 
and  water. 

objections. 

1.  Patients  difeharge  clyfters  too  foon  for  a fufficient  abforption  of 
mercury  to  cute  lues  venerea. 

2.  The  quantity  abforbed  cannot  be  determined;  hence  arifes  uncer- 
tainty and  a tedious  method  of  cure. 

* 

OCCASIONAL  UTILITY. 

Mercurial  clyfters  may  be  fometimes  ufeful,  where  patients  cannot 
bear  medicines  on  the  ftomach;  but  Plenck’s  folutions,  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes,  are  much  fafer  than  mercury  fublimate.  Like  other  remedies, 
they  fhould  not  be  ufed  iridifcriminateJy  on  every  patient,  fince  a variety 
of  methods  is  neceffary  to  cure  different  patients,  and  no  one  pian  will 
cure  all,  however  well  contrived. 
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ON  CORROSIVE  SUBLIMATE,  OR  HYDRARGYRUS  MURlATUS. 

XLVIII.  This  excellent  remedy,  when  accurately  prepared, , and  judi * 
adminijlered  in  folution , in  dofes,  never  to  exceed  the  fixtccnth, 
twelfth,  or  of  a grain,  is  the  moft  efficacious,  fafe,  and  fuccefsful 
mercurial  yet  difcovered,  for  fpeedily  removing  the  moft  preffing  and 
diftrefsful  fymptoms.  When  joined  with  antimonhim  tartarifatum 
(tart,  emeticum)  and  camphor,  it  is  rendered  ftill  more  penetrating,  ufe- 
ful,  and  gently  diaphoretic.  I have  cured  many  hundreds  of  various  cafes 
by  thefe  remedies  joined  with  fumigations;  they  even  fubdue  cancers,  &c. 

XLIX.  Boerhaave  firft,  and  Van  Swieten  afterwards,  recom- 
mended this  mercurial  fait  internally : it  had  been  prefcribed  a long  time 
before  thaUperiod  for  external  ufe  *. 

L.  On  its  firft  introduction,  as  all  lolutions  of  mercurv  in  mineral  acid 
were  efteemed  violently  poifonous,  various  attempts  were  made  to  deftroy 
its  corrofive  qualities,  by  uniting  alkaline  folutions,  fpirituous  and  olea- 
ginous fluids,  &c.  Alkaline  additions,  however,  only  decompofed  the 
mercury;  a piecipitate  fubfided,  more  or  lefs  aftive;  and  the  remain- 
ing fluid  confequently  loft  its  anti  venereal  properties.  Crude  fal  ammoniac 
does  not  add  to  the  efficacy  of  the  medicine,  as  fome  have  imagined. 

LI.  The  perfeft  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate,  gr.  xij  to  a pint  of  malt 
fpirit,  was  made  and  recommended  by  Van  Swieten,  of  which  a table- 
fpoonful  was  prefcribed,  in  barley  water,  morning  and  evening,  increaf- 
ing  the  dofe  gradually,  according  to  circumftances.  This  was  given  with 
great  fuccefs,  in  thoufands  of  cafes,  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  and  I gave  it 
at  Bdleifle  in  1761;  but  the  fpirituous  medium,  though  it  agreed  well  with 
robuft  foldiers  and  failors,  yet  was  injurious  to  particular  conftitutions, 
and  occafioned  violent  naufea,  vomitings,  and  fometimes  diarrhaea,  dv- 
fentery,  & c.  like  turbith  mineral,  &c. 

* Amongft  others,  the  celebrated  and  learned  De  Haen , of  Vienna,  fays, 
that  he  cured  the  lues  venerea,  in  tire  moft  defperate  cafes,  of  moft  parts, 
by  fublimate.  He  diflblved  ftx  grains  of  mercurius  corrofivus  in  a pint  of 
brandy,  and  gave  two  table-fpoonfuls  morning  and  evening,  &c.  He  pro- 
ceeds: “lino  diuturnus  ufuslnijus  remedii  percuravit  corneam  ex caufa  ve- 
liejea  ortam  ; tic  anchylofes,  illiiic  paralyfes,  variique  tumores  et  ulcera  hoc 
modo  ciirabantur.*’  Every  fourth  day  he  gave  a purge.  It  is  certain  the 
Germans,  and  other  people  on  the  continent,  bear  larger  dofes  than  can  be 
given  here.  I have  feldom  ventured  on  more  than  the  eighth  of  a grain  as 
a dote,  and  in  very  few  inftances,  and  where  the  ftomach  could  bear,  it, 
above  a quarter  of  a grain,  and  always  diflblved  and  diluted.  I have  curec^ 
as  may  be  feen  in  the  Treatife  on  Difeufes  of  the  Eyes,  many  cafes  of  opaque 
cornea,  by  its  internal  and  external  ufe;  but  I never  gave  it  in  paralytic 
Cafes;  but  have  cured  numbers  by  pilulce  alterantes  mitiores,  which  plan  i* 
fljnilar ( but  nut  lo  powerful.  See  paljy  in  Rational  Practice. 

VI. 


< 83  ) 

LIT.  Four  grains  of  the  corrofive  fubliinate,  perfectly  diflolved,  bp* 
rubbing  in  a glafs  mortar  and  peflle,  in  a pint  of  rain,  river,  or  diftillecl 
water,  or  camphor  julep,  and  given  in  the  dofe  of  3ft  exactly,  thiee 
times  a day,  diluted  in  fafTafras  tea,  decoftion  of  the  woods,  or  farfapaiilla, 
couid  be  taken  without  inconvenience.  This  is  but  an  eighth  of  a grain 
of  the  remedy;  but  half  that  quantity  is  fufiicient  for  delicate  conftitutions. 
This  has  been  my  method  of  giving  it,  ever  fince  that  period;  foi  I eail) 
difcovered  the  error  of  the  celebrated  and  learned  Van  Swieten,  and  otheis, 
confifted  in  giving  the  remedy  in  much  too  large  dofes,  which  often  aftcd 
violently  on  the  ftomach  or  inteftines,  without  affefting  the  conftitutional 
complaint.  In  this  manner  one  of  the  mod  efficacious  preparations,  in 
fome  degree,  loft  its  credit  with  regular  practitioners ; but  empirics,  by 
their  very  fmall  dofes,  have  cured,  under  the  form  of  a fecrel  f\  rup, 
many  cafes  in  which  the  learned  regulars  have  failed. 

LIII.  It,  thus  adminiftered,  refolves  buboes,  relieves  phymofis,  pan\- 
phymofis,  deterges  and  cures  chancres,  venereal  ulceis  of  the  urethia, 
proftate,  See. ; foon  relieves  the  moft  excruciating  nocturnal  pains  in  the 
bones,  Sec. ; yet  notvvitbftanding  its  excellence  and  efficacy,  it  ftionld  not 
be  depended  on  in  deep-feated  chronic  venereal  affections,  without  the 
addition  of  judicious  fritions. 

LTV.  Little  preparation  is  neceffary  before  taking  it;  bleeding  in 
plethora,  and  cleanfing  the  prim*  vi*,  are  previoufly  ufeful ; but  the 
remedies  fliould  be  continued  a confiderable  time  after  the  fymptomshave 
jlifappeared;  for  though  its  falutary  effets  are  rapid,  they  have  not  been, 
in  fome  inftances,  permanent. 

LV.  During  the  exhibition  of  corrofive  fublimate,  whether  joined  with 
antimonium  tartarifatum,  or  not  (which  laft  mode  is  my  invention),  it  i> 
neceffary  to  obferve  a ftrift  regimen ; the  drink  fhould  be  chiefly  farina- 
ceous or  mucilaginous,  decoftion  of  farfaparilla,  See.  Neither  wine, 
fpirits,  nor  beers  fhould  be  drunk,  nor  any  thing  ufed  that  may  counter- 
aft  or  decompofe  the  preparation : therefore,  all  volatiles  and  alkalies  are 
improper,  &c.  This  mode  of  curing  feveral  cafes  of  venereal  infeftion 
' is  fuperior  to  any,  if  the  patient  be  obliged  to  be  expofed  to  the  open  at- 
mofphere ; but  warm  clothing  is  always  neceffary,  dry  diet,  &C. 

In  the  French  armies,  for  many  years,  this  remedy  has  been  given  with 
extraordinary  fuccefs ; but  the  phy  ficians  commonly  have  ordered  too  large 
dpfes,  or  their  climate  is  certainly  more  benign  and  falutary  than  this  change- 
able, and  often  fuddenly  cold  ifland.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  and  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  in  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  I have  feen  numerous 
cafes  cured;  and  from  the  authority  of  M.  Bercher,  firft  phyfician  of  the 
hofpital  at  Cologne,  and  of  many  of  the  moft  excellent  praftitioners  in 
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Europe,  it  may  be  recommended,  with  the  cautions  and  obfervations 
already  enumerated  *.  It  is  a medicine  that  fhould  only  be  ufed  by  the 
fkilful  in  the  art;  for  it  fhould  be  remembered,  an  over-dofe,  as  in  other 
important  medicines,  may  prove  fatal  f . 

ON  SECRET  REMEDIES. 

LVI.  Every  pretender  to  fecret  remedies,  or  noftrums,  fays  his  com- 
pofition  differs  from  others,  and  is  the  very  beft  in  the  world. 

LVII.  Much  mifchief  is  done  by  quack  remedies  from  their  indifcrir 
minate  ufe.  If  they  be  powerful,  they  often  do  irreparable  evil ; if  in- 
efficacious, they  can  do  no  fervice.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  even 
fome  regular-bred  practitioners  have  difguifed  mercury  in  various  forms, 
and  have  become  fecret-mongers. 

LVI II.  The  pretentions  of  M.  Nicole  and  Velnos,  in  afTerting  their 
preparations  contain  no  particles  of  mercury,  ought  not  to  be  credited  ; 
an  analyfis,  made  by  M.  Marges,  furgeon,  of  the  medicines  of  the  for- 
mer, detected  corrofiye  fublimate  in  the  compofition  of  the  liquor,  diet- 
drink,  bifcuit,  and  ointment  of  Nicole. 

LIX.  Agironi  and  Velnos  pretended  they  had  a vegetable  fyrup,  by 
w hich  they  propofed  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 

LX-  They  produced  a number  of  proofs  of  its  efficacy  in  curing  private 
patients;  but  the  trials  made  in  the  hofpital  of  French  guards,  it  feems, 
were  lefs  favourable,  according  to  Colombia-. 

LXI.  The  mercury  that  enters  the  compofition,  fays  the  erudite  Co- 
Jombier,  is  very  fmall  in  quantity,  and  not  eafily  deteCled.  If  three  or 
four  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate,  in  a quart  of  fyrup,  were  combined, 
the  medicine  would  be  very  efficacious,  and  the  mercury  would  not  be 
eafily  difcoverable. 

LXII.  The  comparative  good  fuccefs  of  the  fyrup,  in  their  own  prac- 
tice, exclufively,  renders  it  more  than  probable,  that  they  had  fome 
fecret  mode  of  adding  the  mercury.  For,  if  the  molt  a Clive  roots  and 
woods,  or  vegetables,  are  infufficient  to  cure  the  lues  venerea,  which  the 

The  learned  author  of  La  Medecjne  Miliiaire , M.  Colombier,  mentions 
vine  hundred  cafes  cured,  that  came  under  his  own  obfervation,  in  the  French 
military  hofpitals  : many  thoufands  of  infiances  befide  have  made  their  ap- 
peaiance  in  favour  ot  this  medicine,  when  judicioufiy  prepared  and  applied. 

f I have  given  a cafe  in  the  Rational  Practice  of  Phjfic,  where  a young 
medical  gentleman  at  Mr.  Scarman’s,  then  living  in  Bond  Street,  took  two 
drams  of  corrofive  fublimate,  in  its  faline  granulated  form,  and  four  ounces 
of  laudanum.  1 ^faved  his  life  by  giving  volatile  alkali  diluted  in  wapn 
water*  which,  forming  a precipitate,  produced  enormous  vomitings,  &c. 
and  thus  liberated  him  from  the  danger  of  the  aClive  poifon. 
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feireft  trials  have  proved  beyond  the  poffibiKty  of  a doubt,  it  follows,  that 
a mercurial  fall,  as  fublimate,  or  a folutioa  of  argentum  wvum  in  nitrous 
acid,  ntuft  be  added.  With  regard  to  Velnos’  fyrup,  there  have  been 
inftances  of  its  falivating,  and,  at  the  time  I am  writing  this,  a patient  is 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Kennedy  and  myfelf,  who  has  been  decidedly  fahvated 
by  the  compofition,  without  obtaining  a cure;  though  now,  by  our  joint 
endeavours,  recovering  from  one  of  the  moft  complicated  and  difficult  cafes 
that  ever  happened.  Mundus  vult  becipi,  ergo  decipiatur,  fay 
the  artful  promulgators  of  wonder-working  fecrets.  Mankind  admire 
the  marvellous  and  impoffible ; and  while  perfons  of  the  higheft  rank, 
dukes,  lords,  and  titled  ladies,  whofe  education  fliould  elevate  their  min  s 
above  vulgar  deceptions,  or  grofs  fuperftition,  will  countenance  mag- 
netifm,  pretended  infpirations,  windy  puff  nonfenfe,  and  a thoufand 
other  rogueries  and  fooleries;  it  is  not  furprifing  that  inferior  beings,  of 
little  learning  and  lefs  fenfe,  fliould  become  the  moft  egregious  dupes  to 
every  fpecies  of  artful  impofture  and  impoftors  . 

NITROUS  ACID. 

LXIII.  A miraculous  difcovery  has  lately  led  the  medical  dance  through 
all  the  mazes  of  folly,  perplexity,  and  credulity.  Nitrous  acid  cures 
venereal  complaints  of  ail  defcriptions ; thoufands  of  cafes  are  monthly 
publifoed,  and  as  many  thoufands  of  fabricated  falfehoods  believed  by 
the  credulous,  and  trumpeted  forth  through  all  the  earth.  Like  the  wonder- 
working fyrup-mongers  and  drop-venders,  the  nitric  acid  fails  under  the 
direction  of  men  the  moft  eminent  for  fkill  and  probity,  and  in  all  other 
hands  except  thofe  in  the  fecret.  This,  alone,  is  a true  and  convincing  proof 
of  the  efficacy  and  veracity  of  the  powers  of  nitric  acid.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  they  ufe  nitrous  acid ; but,  probably  owing  to  fome  little  omiffion, 
they  may  have  forgotten  to  apprize  their  acid-ftruck,  aftonifhed,  and 
mortified  brethren,  that  a little  argentum  vi-vum  was  diffolved  in  that  veiy 
powerful  acid,  by  which,  indeed,  properly  diluted,  it  becomes  a very 
important  medicine  in  the  hands  of  fkilful  adepts.  Thefe  are  not  uncom- 
mon frolics  amongft  feveral  famous  chemifts  and  alc-hemifts;  there  are 
many  fpecimens  of  a variety  of  fimilar  tricks  on  record  in  the  annals  of 

fecret  chemiftry  f.  LX  IV 

* I remember  a late  learned  and  pious  prelate,  who,  though  remarkably 
fenfible  in  other  refpc&s,  vvasfo  infatuated  in  favour  of  a quack  fyrup,  that 
he  ran  full  gallop  through  this  great  town  to  recommend  the  furprifing  all- 
curing fyrup;  in  ffiort,  the  worthy  dignified  divine  was  fyrup  mad,  and  died 
fuddenly ; whether  from  the  effects  of  the  fyrup,  which,  fome  faid,  (truck  in 
a cutaneous  eruption,  or  not,  is  not  altogether  certain. 

t The  ingenious  Mr.  Blair,  furgeon  to  the  Lock  Hofpital,  who  has  the  mod 
' decided 
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XXIV.  Let  not  the  faculty  nor  fociety  be  any  longer  deluded  by  the 
performers  of  miracles  in  venereal  complaints  without  mercury  Thoufand* 
lives  have  been  Sacrificed  at  the  /brine  of  credulity,  thoufands  more 
by  the  mdifcriminate  ufe  of  quack  remedies,  and  pretended  pana- 
ceas. Let  it  not  be  laid,  in  the  beginning  of  1S00,  that  mankind,  after 
Laving  been  fo  repeatedly  deluded,  will  fuffer  delation,  artifice,  and  de. 
Ception,  to  continue  their  daring  violations  of  honour*  ti  uth,  and  integrity.- 


IKE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  PHYSIC  EQUALLY  NECESSARY  AS  SUE- 
CERY,  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  AFFECTIONS. 

IF  3 furve>'  be  ta^en  °S  tfie  preceding  venereal  fymptoms,  of 
different  ages*  fexes,  conftitutions,  circumftances,  and  n§cef- 
fary  remedies,  it  mud  evidently  appear,  to  every  refleding  and 
candid  mind,  that  a complete  knowledge  in  the  art  of  phyfic  is  as 
veceffary  as  furgery,  to  combat,  with  fpirited  energy,  the  variety 
of  cafes  that  occur  in  an  extenfive  venereal  practice.  It  is  ths 
province  of  phyfic  to  preferibe  internal  medicine,  and  of  furgery 
to  perform  manual  operations;  but  both  branches  are  fo  intimately 
connedled  in  the  treatment  of  venereal  complaints,  that  they  can- 
not be  feparated  without  manifefi:  injury  to  fociety*.  How  can 

any 

decided  opportunities  of  afeertaining  the  real  efFe£ts  of  antivenereal  remedies, 
has  not  only  tried  the  plan  under  his  own  immediate  diredion,  but  lias  endea! 
votn  ed,  with  a laudable  lovemf  truth,  tocoUeft  from  all  quarters  as  many  fafts 
as  poflible  on  the  hibjatf . Several  of  the  firit  furgeons  in  this  metropolis,  and 
in  any  of  my  mod  intimate  friends,  have  tried  the  nitric  acid;  but  with  what 
efFedt  Mr.  Blair’s  work  fully,  and  candidly  declares,  where  nothing  but  dii- 
appmntment  dalles  in  every  page.  At  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary  the 
remedy  was  tried,  not  from  any  expectation  of  fnccefs  on  my  part ; for  it 
will  be  well  remembered  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Hofpital,  that  I foretold,  in 
a peiemptoi  y manner,  that  it  was  impoltible  to  cure  venereal  cafes  by  nitrous 
l 5 bul  n,,l!er  than  :,FPei,r  cbfiinate,  I complied  with  the  requell  for  trial. 

CVC"  cafcs  went  "nder  the  courfe  without  any  fnccefs,  who  were  foon  after 
cured  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Phillips,  the  furgeon,  by  friftions.  We  had,  as 
. ian\  o.ueis  !m\  e,  of  t lie  mod  refpedtable  of  the  faculty,  to  regret,  that  we 
on  time  m tins  bubble,  and  prolonged  the  mifery  of  the  afflicted  patients 
a mod  to  death,  in  an  irrational  mifehievons  projett. 

1 he  prefciiht  r,  w ho  well  comprehends  the  materia  medica,  chemjftry, 

::,K  PbdllluM>  "ho  can  difeover  the  adulteration  of  medicines,  and  who 
uas  been  p.aetically  accufvuncd  to  compound  and  obferve  the  effects  of  dif- 
fered 
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Jir\y  peiTon  not  well  acquainted  with  chemiffry,  pharmacy,  and 
the  theory  and  pradice  of  phytic,  diferiminate  with  accuracy, 
and  preferibe  different  compofitions  judiciouffy,  according  to  the 
moft  ikiffiil  rules  of  medical  fcience  ? How  will  a furgeon,  tow. 
ever  excellent  in  the  operative  part  of  the  profeffion,  be  enabled 
to  Wilfully  treat  all  the  difficult  cafes  of  venereal  inflammations, 
fevers,  Gangrenous  affedions,  women  during  pregnancy,  infants, 
the  oldlnd  feeble,  the  young  and  fob. lift,  the  delicate,  nervous, 
and  irritable,  with  all  their  innumerable  varieties  ; if  he  do  not 
well  know  the  mod  efficacious  management  of  all  thofc  cafes  un- 
combined With  venereal  virus  ? If  he  know  not  how  flcilfully  to 
treat  thefe  cafes  fimply,  and  this  is  no  trifling  knowledge,  how 
will  he  be  able  to  attack  them  with  fcience  and  fuccefs,  when 
complicated  with  that  devaftating  difeafe,  the  venereal  virus  ? Yet 
fuch  extenfive  knowledge,  if  not  always,  is  frequently  neceffary  , 
or  mankind  muff  differ  for  the  defeds  of  the  artift  : it  is,  there- 
fore, ardently  recommended  to  young  ffudents  not  to  be  fatisfied 
with  partial  (kill,  bat  induffrioufiy  endeavour  to  acquire  general 
fcience.  To  attain  great  excellence  in  any  branch  of  phyfic  is 
highly  commendable;  but  it  is  poffible  to  be  the  greateft  anatomiff, 
or  the  mod  celebrated  operating  furgeon  in  Europe,  without 
being  well  informed  in  the  fcience  and  pradice  of  phyfic  * ; and, 

ferent  dofesof  medicaments,  and  particularly  thofe  powerful  weapons  mei- 
cury  and  antimony,  will  always  be  better  able  to  preferibe,  than  he  who 
depends  on  the  preferiptions  of  others,  or  of  thofe  books  in  general,  that  give 
directions  about  dofes  and  compounding  medicines,  where  will  be  found,  m 
too  many  inftances,  grofs  errors,  and  feveral  incautious  forms  of  prefenp- 
tion:  this  will  evidently  appear  hereafter.  The  bell  formula  of  medicines 
that  can  be  fuggdted  (hould  only  be  taken  as  fpecimens,  in  general;  the 
p radical  and  individual  application,  in  difeafes,  mtift  always  be  formed  from 
the  particular  circumflances  of  every  cafe  that  offers,  and  muff  be  left  to  the 
iagacity  of  every  preferiber. 

* TJiofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  my  fentiments  on  the  neceffity  and 
utility  of  anatomy,  in  producing  excellent  furgeons  and  phyficians  for  the 
army,  navy,  and  country,  may  read  the  tradl  I wrote,  and  fent  to  evety 
noble  and  honourable  member  of  Lords  and  Commons,  to  prevent  ignorance 
being  eftabtifbed  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  when  the  dead  body  bill  was  agitated. 
That  work  lias  been  fince  publifhed  at' the  end  of  my  Treatife  on  Dropfies, 
and  on  preventing  or  retarding  many  Affedfions  common  to  old  Age.  My 
Sebola  Median*  was  written  to  facilitate  that  and  other  eflential  liudies. 
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on  the  contrary,  a phyfician  may  have  pafled  through  all  the 
general  forms  of  lludy,  be  decorated  with  a dodor’s  degree,  and 
yet  be  deficient  in  moll  things  relative  to  forgery,  and,  in  particu. 
lar,  the  treatment  of  venereal  affeaions.  There  are  fome  fur- 
geons  who  affedl  to  (light  or  defpife  the  theory  and  praflice  of 
phytic ; and  there  are  a few  phyficians,  who  pretend,  that  it  is 
beneath  the  dignity  of  diplomatic  dodors  to  ftudy  that  mod  ufe- 
ful  of  all  arts,  furgery.  Both  thefe  opinions  are  erroneous  and 
injurious;  unlefs  it  could  be  proved,  that  the  lefs  a praditioner 
knows,  the  more  capable  he  is  of  curing  the  molt  difficult  difeafes. 
To  render  mankind  thofe  benefits,  which  humanity  and  the  healing 
art  demand,  all  the  branches  are  not  too  much  to  ftudy  on  many  im- 
portant occafions ; and  thofe  who  comprehend  molt,  are  more  likely 
to  fucceed,  than  thofe  who  conceive  little,  or  confine  themfelves  to 
the  narrow  limits  of  fome  particular  department : for,  as  the  great 
medical  and  Roman  claffic,  Cel/us , fays,  Id  ante  omnia  Jcire  con- 
venit,  quod  o nines  medicines  partes  connexa  funt,  ut  ex  toto  feparari 
non  pojjint. 

To  the  honour  of  the  profeffion  in  this  country,  there  are  ex- 
cellent furgeons,  who  are  competent  to  all  the  branches  of  me- 
dicine ; and  thofe,  who  are  thus  qualified,  are  molt  capable  of 
pradifing  with  fuccefs,  and  pouring  down  benefits  on  fociety: 
but  in  proportion  as  young  furgeons  negled  medical  ftudies,  and 
afterwards  preferibe  internal  treatment,  with  a tew  general  reme- 
dies, at  random,  fo  will  they  proportionally  fail  of  fuccefs,  and 
bring  difgrace  to  that  divine  art,  which  it  is  their  duty  to  fupport 
with  honour  and  dignity.  It  is  highly  laudable,  therefore,  to 
obtain  the  complete!!  information  poffible,  in  every  department  ; 
for,  though  it  may  be  a rational  cuftom  to  only  purfue  one,  yet  in 
the  practical  application  of  that  one  branch,  all  the  others  arc 
frequently  included*. 

Medical 

In  the  third  volume  of  Schola  Medicines,  comprehending  the  practice 
of  the  whole  an,  there  is  one  chapter  on  liberal  and  exteniwe  medical  edu- 
cation, the  outlines  of  which  may  be  feen  in  the  introductory  part  of  the 
firfl:  volume  of  Schola  Medicines  Univerfalis  Nova which,  with  the  fecond, 
is  already  publiflied  in  Latin.  This  third  volume,  if  my  life  be  fpared,  I 
intend  mandating  into  Englith,  which,  occupied  as  I am,  will  be  no  fmall 
labour;  but  will  be  more  advantageous  to  the  Englith  reader,  as  Latin  is 
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MEDICAL  PRECEPTORS  SHOULD  ONLY  TEACH  AND  INCUL- 
CATE DEMONSTRATIVE  AND  CONFIRMED  TRUTHS,  AND 

ALWAYS  EXCLUDE  HYPOTHESIS. 

Ignorance,  where  learning  and  true  fcience  fhould  predo- 
minate, is  an  enormous  vice.  He  is  fuperficia!,  defigning,  or 

ignorant, 

gradually,  it  feems,  going  out  of  fafhion.  I have  tranflated  and  lately  pub- 
lished the  references  to  the  fixty-eight  copper-plate  engravings  of  the  two 
former  quarto  volumes,  which  work  was  twenty-fix  years  labour,  for  the 
foie  advantage  of  the  Englifh  (Indents,  to  lay  a (olid  foundation  of  anato- 
mical, phyfiological,  and  pathological  fcience,  founded  on  demonftrative 
faCts,  and  teal  dilleftions,  See.  excluding  all  unproved  affertions,  opinions, 
falfe  hypothefes,  and  idle  chemical  (peculations.  If  medicine  always  fpoke 
the  language  of  ftriCt  truth,  and  if  the  extravagant  effufions  of  wild  conjec- 
ture were  checked,  violent  difputation  might  be  at  an  end,  which  oftener 
ebfeures  than  enlightens;  found  principles  and  fuccefsful  practice  would  be 
firmly  eftabiifhed  by  accurate  practical  obfervation  and  experience. 

When  the  friends  of  a (ludent  entering  at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  Infirmary 
inquire  what  books  are  necelTary  to  be  read,  I always  anfwer.  Let  him  go 
into  the  di(TeCting-room,  and  learn  the  names  and  ufes  of  all  the  parts  of  the 
human  body;  and  into  the  pharmaceutic  laboratory,  and  fiop  to  comprehend 
the  preparation  and  compounding  of  medicines.  Let  him  read  attual  difeafes 
at  the-bed-fides  of  the  fick;  let  him  read  and  retain  the  fymptoms  of  the 
numerous  patients  in  and  out  of  the  houfe,  their  varieties  in  the  fame  difeafe, 
with  the  real  effeCt  of  remedies  on  different  conftitutions,  indications,  con- 
traindications, and  the  rationale  drawn  from  the  patients’  particular  habits, 
which  renders  it  necefiary  to  often  change  preferiptions  to  perfons  labouring 
under  one  and  the  fame  difeafe.  Let  him  regard  the  general  name  of  the 
disorders  painted  on  the  door  of  each  ward,  and  the  name,  age,  and  difeafe 
of  each  individual  written  over  the  bed’s  head  of  each  patient:  thus  are 
obtained  the  different  fpccies  of  difeafe.  Let  him  enter  into  the  minut'ue  of 
various  ages,  (exes,  and  circumftances  of  patients  in  the  acute  febrile,  chronic , 
pulmonic , fmall-pox,  infantile , lying-in , and  furgery  wards.  Let  him  keep  a 
book  or  diary1;  according  to  my  plan,  and  write  down  every  thing  he  fees, 
hears,  or  comprehends,  worthy  of  notice;  and  let  him  regifler  his  own 
juvenile  obfervations  parallel  to  each  individual  cafe,  either  in  furgery, 
phyfic,  and  even  midwifery,  it  any  cafe  peculiar  fhould  arife.  Let  him* 
open  all  fubjeCts  pollible,  as  I have  done  through  life,  and  invefiigate  with 
his  own  eyes  the  ravages  of  difeafe  and  the  caufes  that  led  to  death.  Let 
him  per ufe  (hort  elementary  books,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  as  my  efieemed 
friend  Dr.  Hooper’s  little  Medical  Dictionary,  and  Anatomift’s  Vade 
Mecum,  &c.  After  this  foundation,  let  him  read  the  mod  celebrated 
Greek,  Latin,  French,  and  Italian  authors,  with  circumfpeClion,  where  he 
will  find  a confirmation  of  found  practice  and  cautions,  if  he  fhould  feleCt 
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ignorant,  who,  from  a vain  affe&ation  of  nniverfal  knowledge, 
teaches  or  credits  hypothecs,  and  daringly  applies  it  to  medical 
practice.  There  is  nearly  as  much  difference  between  true  theory 
and  hypothesis,  as  between  light  and  darknefs.  A true  theory 
is  a demonstrative  proposition  fully  proved*;  an  hypolhefis  an 
unproved  proposition,  a probability,  an  opinion,  error,  falfchood. 
Are  fuccefsful  fa£ts,  confirmed  by  long  experience,  to  be  deferted, 
and  the  lives  of  human  beings  to  be  rifked  on  probabilities,  on 
the  flights  of  imagination,  on  the  mere  creatures  of  a distempered, 
unrefledting  brain  ? as  the  great  reafoner,  Celfus,  fays,  Cujus 
autem  rei  non  ejl  certa  notitia , ejus  opinio  ceriam  reperire  remedium 
non  poteji.  Verumque  ejl  ad  ipfam  curandi  rationem  nihil  plus  conferre, 
quam  experientiam. 

judicioufly  and  avoid  errors.  Let  him  ever  difregard  mere  opinions  and 
fanciful  fuggeftions,  and  particularly  all  embarrailing  queftions,  fo  common 
in  the  Scotch  profefTor  Cullen,  and  others,  frequently  on  fubjeSts  above 
human  comprehenfion,  which,  if  he  be  penetrating,  and  his  mind  logically 
arranged,  he  will  difeern  with  a glance  of  the  eye,  and  immediately  check 
all  imaginary  conceits.  With  the  previous  practical  fludies  recommended 
and  diligently  purfued  (nihil  enim fine  /above,  as  Cicero  fays),  he  will  become 
a young  medical  critic  ; be  able  to  judge  of  beauties  and  defects,  and  not  be 
eafily  deluded  by  quaint  phrafeology,  fallacious  reafoning,  or  diltorted  falfe 
conclufions  from  dubious  premifes  : he  will  examine  fir  ft  principles ; if  thefe 
be  falfe,  the  fuperftrudture,  however  plaufible,  muft  be  equally  fo.  If  he 
be  honourable,  he  will  not  deceive  others;  if  lie  be  wife  and  reflecting,  he 
will  not  fuffer  the  plaufible  deceptions  of  others  to  deceive  himfelf,  or  to 
bias  his  mind  with  hypothetical  unISable  prejudices;  he  will  only  be  open 
to  truth  and  conviction,  and  not,  through  idlenef?  or  want  of  penetration, 
fwallow  uncouth  words  for  things  ; but  (trip  off  thofe  veils  of  deception  and 
expofe  their  dangerous  tendency.  Such  are  the  mod  probable  means  of 
arriving  at  a great  degree  of  perfection  in  the  art,  efpecially  if  every  day's 
cautious  and  reflecting  Itudy,  through  life,  be  an  improvement  on  the 
former,  and  if  every  invefligation  be  purfued  with  alacrity  and  ardour,  de- 
void of  bias  or  infatuation.  Such  an  education  and  (ludy,  when  guided  by 
good  fenfe,  found  judgment,  and  long  experience,  will  give  a fpirited 
praftice  tempered  with  caution,  in  all  important  and  difficult  cafes  ofdifeafe. 
See  Generalia  and  Specialia  of  medical  education  in  Schola  Media  no-,  vol.  i. 
p.  52,  immediately  after  the  Hilfory  of  Medicine,  and  Chronology,  See. 
and  likewife,  many  fimilar  fentiments  in  different  parts  of  the  Rational 
PraBice  of  Phyjic , to  guard  the  young  and  inexperienced  from  attempting 
deep  invefligation,  before  they  have  feen  or  comprehended  the  fa£is  of 
this  difficult  and  extenfive  art. 

* Iheorema  eft  propofuio  vera  et  demonllrativa. 
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Whoever  undertakes  the  important  profeffion  of  teaching  the 
practical  art  of  phyfic,  fhould  well  know  its  rife,  progrefs,  and 
prefent  ftate,  and  fhould  ferioufly  guard  the  minds  of  his  pupils 
againft  the  intrufion  of  all  conjectures,  opinions,  and  hypothefes 
whatever.  Had  the  framers  of  feveral  recent  and  obfcure  hypo- 
thetical fyftems  obferved  this  moral  and  fenfible  rectitude,  and 
had  they  not  tainted  the  minds  of  their  unfufpieious  pupils,  and 
inconfiderate  followers,  with  many  fallacious  doctrines ; w® 
fhould  not  be  peftered  with  the  daily  life  of  unintelligible  phrafes, 
pompous  in  found,  but  empty  in  the  requifites  of  truth.  We 
fhould  not  have  reafon  to  deplore  the  many  human  facrifices  daily 
flaughtered  at  the  altars  of  falfe  conceit  and  vain-glorious  fpecula- 
tion.  Whilft  many  branches  of  the  profeffion  are  proceeding  to  a 
greater  degree  of  perfection;  in  the  venereal  diforder,  chimerical 
opinions  have  exceeded  all  bounds  in  the  regions  of  fancy,  and 
they  have  produced  all  thofe  miferies  to  fociety,  that  every  man  of 
learning,  found  judgment,  and  experience,  expected. 

It  is  injurious  even  for  individuals  to  imbibe  dangerous  preju- 
dices; but  the  ill  confequences  then  only  affect  a few  patients,  led 
by  confidence  and  credulity  into  misfortune.  When  men  high  in 
reputation  affume  the  inffruction  of  others,  and  inculcate  delete- 
rious tenets  in  their  lectures,  the  confequent  miferies  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  as  far  as  the  falfe  doctrines  extend,  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  human  calculation. 

It  is  with  great  concern  and  regret  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
learned  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  for  many  years,  became  the  hot- 
bed of  hypothefis,  under  the  foffering  hand  of  fome  of  the 
profeffors.  Though  many  ingenious  men  have  appeared,  and 
contributed  much  to  the  cultivation  of  medical  fcience ; yet  the 
luxurious  weeds  of  unbridled  fancy  have,  in  too  many  inffances, 
overrun  and  obfcured  the  faireft  truths  of  the  profeffion.  The 
ardent  minds  of  youth,  by  thefe  means,  have  frequently  taken  a 
wrong  turn,  which  the  fobereft  judgment  and  reflection  could 
fcarcely  eradicate  through  life.  It  requires  the  pruning-knife  of 
experience  and  found  judgment  to  check  the  growth  of  thefe 
froward  exotics  ; for,  though  they  die  in  time  a natural  death 
from  the  mifchiefs  they  produce  ; yet,  while  the  rage  of  novelty 
may  continue,  they  do  abundance  of  evil.  It  is  an  arduous  talk  to 
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devclope,  and  requires  courage  to  conquer  prejudices  ; buf  it 
fliould  be  firmly  attempted  by  every  lover  of  truth  and  detedor 
of  falfe  dodrines  in  the  proftlfion. 

•A  GREAT  DEFECT  NOT  TO  KNOW  THE  BEST  MODES  OF 

PRACTICE. 

It  is  a great  mark  of  indolence,  or  ignorance,  if  fair  and  prac- 
tical opportunities  have  offered,  not  to  well  know  the  mod  feled, 
eftablifhed,  and  fuccefsful  rules  of  pradice  in  the  art  of  medicine; 
but  when  known,  it  argues  the  pofiefiion  of  a wavering  unfleady 
mind,  rafhnefs,  and  prefumption,  to  depart,  on  flight  grounds, 
from  the  well-founded  maxims  refulting  from  ages  of  experience. 
Credulity  is  a ftrong  mark  of  imbecility  in  the  human-mind,  and  a 
great  vice  in  any  medical  charader ; but  wantonly  and  irra- 
tionally to  fport  with  the  health  and  lives  of  human  beings,  on 
dubitable  principles,  is  an  abominable  crime. 

A KNOWLEDGE  OF  FORMER  ERRORS  MAY  PREVENT  FUTURE 

MISFORTUNES. 

Whoever  pretends  to  improve  an  art  fhould  previoufly  compre- 
hend the  exad  date  of  its  perfedion  and  imperfedion.  An  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge  of  all  the  rocks  and  quickfands,  on  which  our 
anceftors  have  fplit  or  were  fhipwrecked,  fhould  warn  us  from 
prefent,  impending,  and  future  danger. 

Many  of  the  recent  promulgators  of  novelties,  in  the  venereal 
and  other  difeafes,  pradife  the  reverfe  of  this  reafonable  condud. 
Could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  many  of  the  dangerous  projeds  they 
have  lately  adopted,  were  tried  a century  or  two  ago,  and  banifhed 
through  the  mifchiefs  they  produced?  Could  it  be  credited,  that 
the  fame  mifchievous  dodrines  are  revived  now,  and  pretended  to 
be  new,  entirely  new  modes  of  treatment  ? This,  however,  is 
certainly  the  fad.  For  men  who  underfland  not  the  learned 
languages,  and  of  courfe  cannot  avail  themfelves  of  proper  inform- 
ation on  fuch  important  fubjeds,  fome  apology  might  be  in- 
vented; but  even  thefe  have  an  opportunity  to  apply  to  many  who 
polfefs  erudition,  and  there  is  a liberality  among  the  mofl  learned 
in  the  profefiion,  which  is  always  ready  to  communicate  freely, 
ufeful  fcience  to  all  who  requeft  aihhance;  It  feems  fome  of  the 
. , . unlettered 
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anlettered  never  fuppofed  any  confultation  with  learning  and  ex- 
perience neceffary;  for,  they  fpurn  from  them  the  advice  of  expe- 
rience and  the  warnings  of  threatening  dangers.  Many  become 
confident  and  alTuming,  in  proportion  as  they  are  fuperficial,  or 
inexperienced.  When  they  have  adopted  errors,  however  delete- 
rious, they  are  too  proud  to  acknowledge  the  evils  their  rafhnefs 
has  brought  on  fociety.  Every  novus  homo,  of  enterpriiing  fpirit, 
thinks  himfelf  capable,  not  only  of  curing  the  venereal  and  all 
other  difeafes,  without  intenfe  obfervation  or  experience ; but 
boldly  cenfures  all  deep  learning,  and  would  facrilegioufiy  pluck 
the  well-earned  wreaths  of  laurels  that  have  adorned  the  learned 
brows  of  all  our  generous  predeceffors,  and  molt  illuftrious 
profefiional  benefactors.  By  the  mifreprefentation  of  the  learning 
of  preceding  ages,  many  late  profeffors  and  writers  of  ambiguous 
medical  and  chirurgical  fyftems  have  railed  themfelves  no  fmall 
degree  of  temporary  fame  among!!  young  ftudents  ; but  it  may  be 
depended  on,  that  molt  of  the  practical  precepts  of  real  utility 
are  artfully  borrowed  from  other  authors;  and  the  greater  part  of 
ufelefs  fpeculations,  and  tedious  defultory  difeourfes,  riddles,  and 
perplexing  queflions,  are  commonly  of  their  own  invention  and 
compofition.  The  truth  being  thus  difguifed,  it  would  appear  to 
the  unlearned,  that  all  our  predeceffors  were  idiots,  and  that  the 
prefent  race  of  bold  adventurers  and  manufacturers  of  hypothefes 
and  books  had  the  exclufive  right  to  fuperlative  wifdom.  Every 
thing  becomes  the  object  of  jarring  difputation  : the  molt  facred 
and  long-eftablifhed  fats  are  fufpeted  and  boldly  contradited. 
The  mod  excellent  remedies  have  been  frequently  excluded  to 
give  place  to  idle  conjetures.  Every  thing  in  fuch  hands,  and 
among!!  their  uninformed  followers,  bears  art  equivocal,  ambi- 
guous, and  queftionable  fhape.  The  mild  art,  facred  to  humani- 
ty, thus  becomes  the  art,  not  of  curing  difeafes,  but  of  furious 
• altercation.  Men  become  fcphiflical  orators  inftead  of  toilful 
phyficians;  mighty  and  tremendous  in  words,  but  vacuous  and 
deficient  in  curing  difeafes.  The  credulous  world  is  thus  de- 
luded. 

True  fcience  in  medicine  can  only  be  obtained  by  long  applica- 
tion and  good  fenfe.  A profound  knowledge  of  pratical  medicine 
can  only  be  acquired  by  accurate  obfervation.  It  is  abfolutely 
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ncceffary  to  attend  and  examine,  many  years,  in  large  hofpitaJs,  as 
well  as  in  private  practice,  the  adlual  rife,  progrefs,  and  termina- 
tion of  all  difeafes  ; to  clearly  comprehend,  without  any  bias  or 
prejudice  in  favour  of  any  particular  fyftem,  the  mutual  relations, 
indications,  contraindications,  arifing  from  fome  peculiar  circum- 
fiances  or  conftitutions,  with  the  comparative  force  of  remedies, 
fo  as  to  apply  judicioufly  each  mode  of  cure  to  every  individual 
cafe,  climate,  and  exifting  circumflances  that  offer. 

THE  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE  OUGHT  TO  DIFFER  IN 
DIFFERENT  COUNTRIES. 

One  pradtice  in  the  venereal  and  other  difeafes  may  be  excellent 
at  Edinburgh,  another  in  London,  a third  at  Paris,  a fourth  at 
Turin,  Florence,  Rome,  Venice,  or  Naples,  a fifth  at  Vienna, 
Berlin,  and  Peterfburgh,  and  a fixth,  quite  different,  in  the  Eaft, 
Weft  Ind  ies,  North  and  South  America.  A remedy  that  would 
nearly  deftroy  a lively  volatile  Frenchman,  would  fcarcely  excite 
any  vifible  fenfation,  or  action,  in  the  torpid  athletic  Dutchman, 
Flanderkin,  German,  or  Ruffian*.  The  fame  holds  good  in 
pradlice  amongft  the  different  conftitutions,  daily  to  be  met  with 
in  every  country.  Hence  the  great  deliberation  and  circurnfpec- 
tion  neceffary,  in  preferibing,  fo  as  to  order  remedies  adequate  to 
various  habits,  local  circumfiances,  and  cafes.  No  medical 
fyftems  ever  devifed  by  man,  much  lefs  thofe  of  recent  manufac- 
ture, are  equal  to  thefe  grand  objedts;  they  all  fail  in  numerous 
inftances  ; the  good  fenle,  difeernment,  and  experience  of  the 
pradlitioner  muff  fupply  the  reft,  or  pradtical  medicine  would  be 
very  defedtive  and  unfuccefsful.  Long  pradtical  experience,  or 
obfervations  on  the  different  parts  of  the  habitable  world,'  are  the 
molt  certain  means  of  eradicating  local  prejudices  in  the  minds 
of  all  but  the  felf-fufficient  and  infatuated.  Different  countries 
have  different  modes  of  curing  difeafes,  and  it  is  liberal  to  put  a 
favourable  conftrudtion  on  all  methods  guided  by  fcience  and  long 
experience,  however  they  may  differ  from  thofe  to  which  we  have 

* Perhaps  this  is  one  of  the  reafons,  that  in  Holland,  even  by  Boerhaave, 
•we  fee  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains  of  calomel,  with  a ftrong  aloetic,  for  one 
dofe,  to  his  lluggilh  countrymen : when  the  fame  dofe,  in  other  countries, 
would  nearly  prove  definitive.  It  is  found,  that  what  cures  in  one  coun- 
try does  not  fucceed  in  another,  ascorrof.  fublimat.  &c. 
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been  accuRomed.  We  fhould  never  cenfure  before  we  have  fecil. 
It  is  not  narrow,  but  extenlive  knowledge  that  enables  any  man, 
however  gifted  in  other  refpedls,  to  fuccefsfully  pradtife  medicine: 
but  the  mod  Rudious  and  cultivated  minds  will  always  be  fuperior 

to  the  felf-conceited,  dull,  languid,  or  flothful. 

► 

MODERATE  TALENTS  EQUAL  TO  LIGHT  TRIFLING  CASES, 
BUT  NOT  TO  DIFFICULT. 

In  flight  cafes  of  the  venereal  or  other  difeafes,  any  fafe  prac- 
tice may  fucceed,  however  fuperficial,  or  inadlive.  Under 
fuch  circumflances,  men  of  very  moderate  talents  and  plaufible 
manners  may  pafs  with  the  world  for  wonderful  phyficians,  and 
acquire  great  fame  from  very  little  (kill.  In  difeafes  of  deep  and 
difficult  inveRigation,  complex  and  dangerous  cafes,  Herculean, 
penetrating  talents,  and  profound  fcience,  to  difeover  obfeure 
caufes,  and  adtive  caufe-removing  remedies,  are  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  enfure  fuccefs. 

PARTIAL  KNOWLEDGE  NOT  EQUAL  TO  THE  GENERAL 
PURPOSES  OF  MEDICINE. 

To  deeply  comprehend  caufes  and  effedts,  and  to  condudl  the 
Tick  from  dangerous  and  alarming  fituations  to  perfedt  health,  is 
frequently  difficult  to  the  moR  fagacious,  learned,  and  expe- 
rienced. The  fcience  adequate  to  fuch  important  purpofes,  is  not 
to  be  acquired  in  botanical  gardens,  chemical  laboratories,  in  the 
diffedling-rooms  of  the  moR  able  anatomifls,  by  mere  book  read- 
ing, or  plaufible  ledtures  ; nor  by  the  barbarous  experiments  of 
torturing  living  animals,  fo  fafhionable  amongR  forne  modern 
phyfiologiRs,  who  have  drawn  irrational  conclufions  from  animals 
under  the  painful  tortures  of  death.  A man  may  have  Rudied  the 
whole  animal  kingdom,  from  the  minuteR  iniedt  to  the  hugeR 
unwieldy  elephant ; he  may  have  diffedled,  or  examined  with  the 
microfcope,  the  whole,  and  yet  be  a very  indifferent  furgeon,  or 
phyfipian,  though  he  may  pafs,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  are  no 
judges,  for  the  very  effence  of  medical  and  chirurgical  erudition*. 

* In  proportion  as  a furgeon  lofes  time  in  purfuits  irrelative  to  the  art, 
fo  muft  he  be  defective  in  practice.  There  is  no  time  to  worlhip  ftrange 
gods. 
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MEN  OF  REAL  LEARNING  AND  EXPERIENCE  NOT  LED  ASTRAY 
BY  IDLE  CONJECTURES. 

Many  extravagant  novelties  and  bold  hypothetical  aflertions, 
veris  probationibus,  refulting  from  partial  cruel  projeds,  or 
from  irrelative  inanimate  fubflances,  from  doubtful  chemical  prin- 
ciples, &c.  may  furprife  and  delude  the  experimentors  and  their 
credulous  fuperficial  admirers  ; but  the  dodrines  have  little  or  no 
weight  with  the  cool,  logical  inveftigators  of  truth.  It  is  perceived 
by  the  difeerning  and  experienced,  that  moll  of  the  fophiftical  forced 
conclufions  from  fuch  incoherent  premifes,  are  abfolutely  fallacious, 
or  at  mod  very  dubious,  and,  therefore,  pradically  ufelefs. 
Many  extravagant  conceits  of  this  and  a fimilar  nature,  have 
made  their  appearance  in  the  venereal  dijeaje ; but  honourable  and 
experienced  practitioners,  who  know  and  pradife  their  duty,  are 
not  to  be  led  aftray  by  lhallow  artifices.  As  long,  however,  as 
mankind  and  the  unfufpicious  part  of  the  faculty  of  medicine  will 
continue  to  give  credit  to  the  plaufible  pretenfions,  folly,  and  abfur- 
dity  of  the  crafty  or  infatuated  ; fo  long  will  daring  adventurers 
fprout  up  like  mulhrooms,  and  appear  in  every  delufive  form  that 
finefie  or  wild  fancy  can  fugged.  It  is  the  vicious  faith  and  cre- 
dulity of  mankind  that  give  rife  to  impodure  and  impodors. 

IF  FALSE  OPINIONS  WERE  NOT  APPLIED  TO  THE  CURE  OF 
DISEASES,  LITTLE  MISCHIEFS  WOULD  ENSUE. 

If  the  various  and  whimfical  fpeculations  fo  much  in  falhion  in 
the  venereal  and  , other  difeafes,  proceeded  no  farther  than  an 
inoffenfive  and  curious  inquiry,  little  mifehief  would  accrue;  but 
when  imaginary  conceits  are  laid  as  a foundation  for  overturning 
all  the  long  experience  and  wifdom  of  ages,  and  the  human 
fpecies  become  the  fatal  vidirr.sto  fuch  inordinate  felf-importance 
and  vanity,  it  is  high  time  to  check  the  deftrudive  mania,  by 
expofure,  and  to  teach  the  projedors  and  the  abettors  of  falfe  and 
dangerous  dodriries,  the  moral  duties  they  owe  to  focicty  as 
medical  praditioners.  The  juvenile  pupils  Ihould  be  ferioufly 
apprized  of  the  alarming  dangers  furrounding  them,  in  the  feduc- 
tiye  form  ol  illuminated  fcience.  Every  occult  phenomenon  in 
nature  is  not  within  the  fphere  of  human  comprehenlion,  or  of 
the  molt  accurate  experiments  and  the  mod  rational  indudions. 
Much  ever  has,  and  will  remain  unknown.  To  acquire  all  the 
4 truths 
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truths  poflible,  is  laudable;  to  attempt  more  is  vifionary,  feduc- 
tlve,  ufelefs,  and  frequently  mifchievous,  if  applied  to  medical 
practice.  Many  of  the  lateft  fchemes  fhould  awaken  fufpicion  ; 
fufpicion,  and  unfortunate  facds,  fhould  prevent  future  delufion. 

TRUE  SCIENCE  IN  MEDICINE  INCLUDES  THE  MOST  CULTI- 
VATED, SAFE,  AND  SURE  MODES  OF  CURING  DISEASES. 

What  is  the  ultimate  objecd  of  practical  medicine,  but  the  mod 
fuccefsful  mode  of  curing  difeafes?  Does  fcience  promile  or 
fociety  require  more  of  the  healing  art?  No,  certainly  not. 
Does  not  the  mod  refined  knowledge  in  medicine  confid  in  well 
comprehending  and  afcertaining  the  comparative  excellence  and 
defeats  of  different  methods  of  treatment  ? Ought  not  the  mod 
fuccefsful  modes  to  be  adopted,  that  the  longed  experience  and 
greated  number  of  fads  have  fully  edablifhed?  Can  the  fliort 
life  of  any  one  man,  however  gifted  by  nature,  however  induf- 
trious  in  the  purfuits  of  thefe  defirable  objects,  by  his  own  fingle 
capacity  and  genius  fulfil  thefe  difficult  and  important  duties? 
Certainly  not.  The  indefatigable  labours,  the  reflections,  the 
obfervations,  and  the  acuted  judgment  of  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred years,  in  general  difeafes,  and  above  three  centuries  in  the 
morbid  affection  now  treated  of,  are  fcarcely  fufficient  for  thefe 
falutary  purpofes.  How  then  can  perfons  of  little  experience  and 
lefs  reading  be  equal  to  the  numerous  difficulties  with  which 
medicine  is  frequently  furrounded  ? May  not  even  the  mod 
excellent  rules  and  precepts,  the  art  has  yet  attained,  be  mifap- 
plied  through  want  of  penetration  and  clear  difeernment  in  the 
preferiber  ? Certainly  they  may ; but  in  fuch  rnflances,  not  the 
art,  but  the  artifl,  deferves  cenfure  *. 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE  ALWAYS  TO  BE  APPLIED  TO  EXISTING 
CIRCUMSTANCES,  AND  ACQUIRED  ONLY  BY  LONG  OBSER- 
VATION WITHOUT  PREJUDICE. 

The  practice  of  medicine  can  never  be  regular  while  human 
conditutions  differ.  The  art  mud  neceffarily,  in  the  venereal 

* ‘s  neither  a fign  of  wifdom  nor  prudence  fora  furgeon  to  declare  lie 
never  reads  books  nor  ftudies  authors;  except  as  an  excufe  for  his  own 
ignorance  of  what  has  already  been  attempted  with  or  without  fuccefs, 
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4nd  moll  other  diforders,  be  accommodated  to  an  endlefs  variety  of 
circumftances  ; to  well  comprehend  which,  requires  long  praftical 
experience,  and  the  utmoft  exertions  of  fenfible  human  intellects. 
In  the  variety  of  difficult  and  frequently  complicated  cafes,  with 
which  medicine  has  to  contend,  vigilance  and  forefight,  to  avert 
and  prevent  future  dangers,  are  not  the  leaft  qualifications  of  a 
phyfician. 

The  difference  of  conftitutions  ; habits  of  life,  both  prior  and 
prefent;  climate,  ages,  fexes,  feafons  of  the  year ; mental  difpo- 
fitions,  whether  acute  and  violent,  placid  or  approaching  to  tor- 
pidity; floridity,  or  pallidnefs  ; corpulency,  or  fiendernefs;  all  re- 
quire the  profound confideration  and  acute  penetrating  eyeof  phyfic. 
The  juft  application  of  all  thefe  circumftances  is  the  very  foul  of 
practical  medicine,  without  all  which,  it  is  jejune  and  empirical, 
and  mull  be  frequently  unfuccefsful.  In  the  treatment  of  venereal 
cafes,  a complete  knowledge,  as  hath  been  obferved,  of  practical 
medicine  is  as  neceffary,  in  many  inftances,  as  the  greateft  Ikill  in 
furgery  ; they  muft  both  often  be  united;  for  the  fymptoms  are 
frequently  internal  and  external.  It  is  impoffible  to  comprehend 
thefe  various  objects,  without  intenfe  and  unwearied  diligence, 
joined  with  numerous  opportunities  to  obferve  practice,  with  a 
clear  and  unprejudiced  judgment.  The  mod  brilliant  faculties  of 
man  cannot  obtain  excellence  in  the  healing  art  by  any  other 
means;  for  all  true  and  ufeful  knowledge  muft  be  acquired  by  the 
moil  indefatigable  induftry.  If  mankind,  deluded  by  falfe  appear- 
ances, will  be  fo  fuperficial  as  to  think  otherwife,  they  will  be  pu- 
niflied,as  they  now  are,  in  numerous  inftances  of  venereal  infection, 
for  their  blind  credulity  in  impoftibilities,  and  their  readinefs  to  em- 
brace all  the  wild  incoherent  projects,  which  only  furprife  to  deceive. 

All  the  advantages  of  reiterated  long  obfervation,  all  the  dif- 
cernment  and  Ikill  of  the  moft  learned  phyficians  and  furgeons 
united,  had  been  fuccefsfully  applied  to  the  treatment  of  the 
venereal  difeafe.  The  modes  of  cure  had  arrived  almoft  at  the 
fummit  of  perfection.  The  labours  of  the  learned  had  ftiowered 
down  a profufion  of  comfort,  and  difpelled  the  miferies  of  the 
truly  affliCled.  The  benign  hand  of  falutary  aid  was  held  forth 
with  joy  and  exultation  on  the  certainty  of  conquering,  in  general, 
that  baneful  difturber  of  human  delight.  Men  ate  never  fatisfied 
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With  what  they  pofTefs : they  often  Iofe  the  fenfible  fubftance  in 
purfnit  ot  a vifionary  fhadow.  In  the  venereal  difeafe,  thefe 
fa£ts,  with  great  regret  it  is  pronounced,  have  been  Angularly 
exemplified  lately,  as  will  amply  appear  in  the  fequel. 

astringent  injections  and  causticated  bougies,  so 
destructive  in  their  present  consequences,  no  new 
invention. 

Ajinngent  injections  for  haftily  flopping  the  running  of  the  ure- 
thritis venerea , and  bougies,  armed  with  cauftics,  to  remove  ure- 
thral contractions,  are  no  new  inventions*.  They  have  been 
repeatedly  introduced  by  enterprifing,  unfeeling  praftitioners, 
and  as  repeatedly  oppofed  and  banifhed  by  the  judicious  and  hu- 
mane, from  the  dreadful  calamities  they  occafioned. 

Aflringent  injections,  producing  urethral  ftriCtures,  and  caufli- 
cated  bougies,  to  burn  a paflage  through  the  obftru&ed  urethra, 
thus  created  by  aflringents,  are  now  revived  with  fuch  furious 
zeal,  that  unlefs  their  former  and  prefent  mifchievous  confequences 
be  expofed  by  irrefutable  fafis,  the  miferies  attending  the  prefent 
and  rifing  generation  will  be  incalculable. 

The  aflringent  injeftions  and  cauflic  bougies  are  blended  toge- 
ther; for,  if  the  former  were  never  applied,  the  caufes  that  have 
given  rife  to  the  latter  cruel  expedient  would  never,  or  very  rarely 
occur : this,  an  experience  of  above  forty  years  hath  fully  con- 
firmed, exclufive  ot  the  joint  teftimony  of  the  moft  learned  and 
■flulful  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  Europe. 

ON  THE  APPLICATION  OF  ASTRINGENT  INJECTIONS  IN  THE 
SEDUCING  FORM  OF  PROMPT  AND  SALUTARY  ASSISTANCE. 

It  muft  be  a great  pleafure  to  inquifitive  minds  to  be  informed 
of  what  our  anceftors  have  faid,  concerning  the  ufe  of  aflringent 
■injections;  for  they  have  been  feverely  cenfured  by  the  molt 
learned,  ingenious,  and  experienced  ornaments  of  the  medical  pro- 
feflion.  If  the  pradifers  of  that  hafly  method  of fupprejfing  venereal 
running  had  been  well  informed  of  the  confequences ; they  certain- 

* It  will  appear  they  have  been  ufed  by  inconfiderate  and  rath  praCli- 
noners  for  above  two  hundred  years,  particularly  aflringent  injections : but 
have  always  been  reprobated  by  the  moft  learned,  experienced,  and  human#. 
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ly  would  have  been  deterred  from  the  indifcriminate  ufe  of  vitriolic 
and  faturnine  preparations.  A dread  of  the  confequences  to 
fuffering  patients,  a regard  for  their  own  reputation  and  the 
honour  of  the  healing  art,  might  have  induced  the  injedtors  to 
have  liftened  with  attention  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  fuperior 
experience;  but  it  feems  they  have  never  pertifed  or  regarded  the 
dreadful  miferies  thefe  fatal  errors  have  produced ; for,  if  they 
had,  they  would  have  adted  with  more  prudence  and  caution. 
The  objedtions  and  obfervations  of  the  mod  fagacious  and  learned 
pradlitioners  fhall  now  be  produced ; they  may  induce  young 
pradfitioners,  untainted  with  injedtion  prejudices,  to  avoid  the 
deftrudtive  practice  as  they  would  a peftilence,  and  they  may 
urge  mankind  to  fly  from  the  Jlriilure-caufing  Jyr'mge , as  they 
would  from  a deadly  poifon.  He  is  truly  wrife  who  benefits  by 
the  mifdeeds  and  misfortunes  of  others. 

t.  Ferneliys,  the  greateft  ornament  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was 
chief  phyfician  to  Henry  II.  King  of  France,  and  one  of  the  firft  afrer 
Jaques  de  Bethencourt , 1527,  and  Braflevolus,  1553’  who  mentions  the 
gonorrhoea  as  a venereal  fymptom,  fays,  “ The  running  being  irrationally 
fupprefled ; for  the  mod  part,  internally,  are  formed  abfcejjes , about  the 
icflicles , epididymis,  and  perinteum , which  breaking,  or  being  opened, 
matter  flows. — A long-continued  ulcer  of  the  penis  fcarcely  ever  k curable, 
and,  being  negledted,  flefity  tubercles  and  excrefccnc.es  {boot  forth,  of 
harden  into  calloflties , and  form,  not  in  one  place  only,  a meatus,  but  two, 
and  frequently  three  openings.”  From  this  excellent  and  learned  writer 
it  appears,  that  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  or  venereal  running,  no  fooner 
appeared,  or  was  known  in  the  world,  than  fome  rath  artifts  endeavoured 
to  fupprefs  it,  at  the  hazard,  as  now,  of  all  the  dreadful  confequences 
enumerated. 

2.  Julius  Caesar  Benedictus  exprefles  his  horror  at  the  ufe  of 
dftringents,  as  the  matter  of  a running  fhould  be  confidered  expelling  tlx; 
difeafe;.  which  aflringents  prevent,  and  repel  the  matter  to  the  more  noble 
parts.  Ab  ufu  adflringentium  homo  cum  obflruflioncs  prohibeant  gonorrhaam, 
nec  minus  adflringerem,  nc  r dent  a materia  ad  partes  nobiliores  revellatm , ic  c. 

3.  Jonstonus  obferves,  that  fuppreffing  a gonorrhoea  is  produdtive  of 
abfeefles  about  the  genital  parts ; and  advifes,  that  aflringents  fliould  be 
avoided,  left,  by  retaining  the  matter  that  fliould  be  df charged , the  parts 
ihould  be  eroded,  &cc. 

4.  Sydenham,  the  great  Sydenham,  one  of  the  brighteft  ornaments  of 
Jfhft  country,  fays,  “ I am  alfo  well  aware  how  much  fome  practitioners 
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hon/lx>f  curing  this  difeafe  in  a Jkorter  time,  by  remedies  which  bear  a great 
name;  but  I have  found,  by  repeated  observation,  that  the  inattcr  which 
fliould  have  been  expelled , being  detained  in  the  body  by  qfiringentsx 
has  proved  highly  detrimental  to  the  patient,  by  frequently  returning  into 
the  blood,  and  at  length  caufiog  the  pox;  nor  is  the  deco&ion  of  the 
woods  more  effectual,  though  it  be  fafer;  for  under  a pretence  of  exhibit- 
ing fpecifics,  the  whole  body,  but  efpecially  the  parts  affetted,  already 
overheated,  are  ftill  more  inflamed;  and  fometimes,  as  I have  already 
obl'erved,  I have  known  the  gonorrhoea  return,  which  vanilhed  a 
little  time  before.” 

' 5.  Wiseman,  furgeon  to  King  Charles,  and  one  of  the  greatefl  practi- 
tioners and  writers  of  his  age,  mentions  fuelled  tefticle  and  abfeefs  in 
perinaio  to  arife  from  ajiringeut  injedions , and  many  difficulties  of  making 
urine  in  old  age,  from  repeated  gonorrhoea. 

6.  Kiverius,  the  Sydenham  of  France,  fays,  “ De  Ifclturia et  Stran- 
guria,” amongft  the  caufes,  “ Si  caruncula  urinas  commeatum  impediat, 
praecefii  gonorrhoea  virulenta,  aut  ulcus  in  meant  virgae,  longo  tempore 
materiam  purulentam  emittens. 

“ Sic  in  gonorrhoea,  quamdiu  adefl  paraflatum  inflammatio,  ardor 
urinae,  continuo  percipitur.” — He  advifes  candelulas  in  the  cure. 

7.  Nenter — “ When  the  venereal  flux  or  running  is  irrationally  fup- 
prefled  by  medicaments,  buboes,  fvvelled  tefticles,  aijd  many  of  the  very 
worft  fymptoms,  are  the  confequence. 

“ Afiringents , thrown  up  the  urethra  by  a fyringe,  are  the  caufes  of 
caruncles  in  the  paflage.  Sometimes  they  give  rife  to  confirmed  poxes. 
Eadem  adftringentia  per  Jyringam  in  urethram  injeda  fcepijjime.  caruucularum 
aut  hares  funt.  More  and  certain  mii'chief  is  to  be  expected  from  ajlringents 
exhibited,  for  which  reafon  they  fliould  be  feriouflv  avoided,  while  acri- 
mony of  urine  and  other  fymptoms  afflict  the  patient.” 

8.  Pitcairn  was  fo  well  convinced  of  the  danger  of  fuppreffing  a fttn- 
ning,  even  after  the  difeafe  had  been  conquered,  that  he  condemns  even 
the  ufe  of  ajlringent  pills:  Cavete  autem  femper , lays  that  experienced  and 

’ learned  author,  ab  ijlis  pilulis  ad/lringentibus . Ha  J'apiJJime  enim  gonorr  hoe  am 
mutarunt  in  luem  veneream  : for  they  often  change  a gonorrhoea  into  a 
confirmed  pox. 

9.  Freind,  the  learned  author  of  the  Hiflory  of  Phyfic,  and  one  of  the 
molt  fenfible  men  of  his  time,  mentioning  the  prefumptuous  ignorance  of 
fome  anatomifts,  fays,  “ For  the  more  modern  anatomifts  feem  to  be  of  a 
much  lower  character ; and  though  they  have  been  exact  enough  in  the 
difletting  part,  yet,  without  any  regard  to  nature  or  right  philofophy,  are 
for  advancing  every  tiifiing  difeovery  into  an  hypothecs.  The  greatefl  part 
•f  this  fort  of  writers  have  been  like  fome  workers  in  mechanics,  who 
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underfland  the  figure  and  pofition  of  every  wheel  and  fpring  of  the 
machine,  but  are  ignorant  of  the  true  reafbn  of  its  movements.” — Freind's 
Hfiory  of  P/y/Ic,  vol.  ii.  pages  386  and  397. 

10.  Shaw,  phyfician  at  the  Britifh  court,  fays,  “ The  flux  being  flopped 
fuddenly,  whilft  the  matter  is  cnrrofive,  whether  by  a fever,  callofity  of 
the  parts,  or  the  ufe  of  aftringents,  will  occafion  the  lues  venerea. 

“ An  inflammation  and  tumefaction  of  the  teftes  may  arife  in  a go- 
norrhoea, either  from  the  natural  weaknefs  of  the  veffels,  violent  motion, 
the  unfeafonable  ufe  of  aftringents , a neglect  of  purgation,  or  by  any  other 
means,  whereby  the  corroftve  matter  is  detained,  or  falls,  with  the  blood, 
into  them.”—  Shaw's  Pradice  in  Venereal  Diforders , vol.  i. 

11.  Hoffman,  that  very  learned  profeflor  and  experienced  phyfician, 
fays,  “ If  a proper  mode  of  curing  the  gonorrhoea  be  rightly  inftituted, 
the  diforder  is  eafily  cured  ; but  if  badly  managed,  as  very  often  happens 
from  the  perverfe  method  of  quack  furgeons , applying  their  aftringents , 
then  with  great  labour  and  difficulty  it  is  removed,  &c. 

“ If  the  gonorrhoea  fliould  be  treated  with  aftringents  before  proper 
evacuations  and  depurators  of  the  blood  be  prefcribed,  the  vitiated  matter 
will  be  retained , from  whence  fomes  of  new  evils  perpetually  remain  in 
the  conflitutions.” 

The  fame  excellent  and  experienced  author  affirms,  that  lefions  of 
the  bladder,  and  even  of  the  kidneys,  occafioning  a copious  purulent 
fediment  in  the  urine,  happen,  unlefs  the  miafma  venereum  be  timely 
averted,  &c. 

He  likewife  gives  a (hocking  cafe  of  the  gonorrhoea  being  treated  with 
faturnine  preparations,  as  tindura  antiphthiftca  grammani , &c.  in  order  to 
flop  the  proftuvium,  or  running,  &c. 

12.  Dr.  Robinson,  who  wrote  exprefsly  on  the  venereal  difeafe,  fays, 

And  this  caution  I the  more  readily  give,  becaufe  I know  fome  ignorant 

fellows  are  fo  bold  as  even  to  adminifter  their  fpecific  injedions  under 
thefe  virulent  circumftances,  and  folely  rely  upon  their  operation  for  a 
perfed  cure;  but  I think  thefe  remedies  can  fcarce  be  ufed  with  fafety 
in  the  firft  ftage  of  this  difeafe,  nor  is  it  poffible  they  can  have  any  good 
effeds  in  the  ftcond,  unlefs  due  cleanfing  and  purging  has  preceded  : but 
in  the  third  they  muft  frequently  be  attended  with  terrible  confequeuces, 
cfpecially  if  they  are  ufed  before  the  venereal  poifon  is  correded,  and 
carried  oflF  by  proper  purges  and  alteratives;  for  the  pockv  virus,  in  this 
flage,  is  fo  malignant,  that  the  leaft  unfeafonable  ftep  afluredly  lays  the 
foundation  of  a real  pox. 

“ And  to  make  the  point  a little  more  clear,  we  frequently  obferve, 
that  whenever  the  running  is  unfeafonably  reflrained,  or  the  virulent 
matter  blocked  up,  before  the  infedion  is  totally  carried  off  by  medicines, 
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that  cleanfe  the  parts,  and  evacuate  the  poifon ; a real  pox  will  certainly 
be  produce  i,  with  all  its  calamitous  attendants  and  miferable  effects.” — 
Dr.  Robinfon  on  the  V znercal  Difeafe , cap.  iv.  - 

“ But  when  the  flux  of  matter,  that  ought  to  flow  by  the  urinary  paf- 
fage,  is  reftrained  or  blocked  up,  either  from  the  virulency  of  the  infec- 
tion, the  unfeafonable  ufe  of  aftlringents , or  the  improper  application  of 
ftyptic  injections  ; then  the  third  and  laft  ftage  of  this  difeafe  is  introduced, 
which  is  indeed  but  one  remove  from  the  pox  itfelf.  Nay,  fometimes  if  the 
running  by  the  urethra  does  not  return  again,  it  Aides  into  the  mod 
malignant  degree  of  that  diftraCting  malady,  often  generating  hollow 
Jinuous  ulcers , that  eat  into  the  fcrotum , fterinceum , and  intejlinum 
return;  which,  in  procefs  of  time,  turn  fftulous,  and  difcnarge  a 
very  virulent  fanies,  or  corrupted  pus;  and  which  fends  out  a mod  abo- 
minable flench.” 

13.  Heister,  the  very  experienced  army  phyfician,  author  of  the  moft 
* excellent  Compendium  of  Anatomy,  and  the  greateft  Syftem  of  Surgery 

ever  produced,  in  his  medical,  chirurgical,  and  anatomical  obfervations, 
mentions  fvvclled  tefticies  to  arife  in  confequence  of  furgeons  having 
flopped  runnings  in  the  virulent  gonorrhoea. 

14.  Astruc  obferves,  “ That  fwelled  tefticies  and  buboes  arecaufed  by 
fupprefled  gonorrhoea;  and  inflammation,  abfcefs,  and  fiftulaof  the  peri- 
neum arife,  Ji  l' on  arrete  /’  ecoulement  virulent , par  ufage  imprudent  d' injec- 
tions ajlringentes .”  He  proceeds,  and  fays  in  another  place,  “ The  im- 
prudent ufe  of  ajhingent  injections  to  the  urethra  of  the  men,  and  the 
vagina  of  women,  with  la  pitrre  medicamenteufe  de  Crollius , colcothar, 
the  powder  of  Verney,  and  with  other  fimilar  Jlyptic  powders,  vitriolic  or 
aluminous,  &c.  which  too  frequently  occafion  thofe  accidents  that  follow 
a gonorrhoea,  as  ftrangury,  &c.  by  contracting  and  doling  the  urethra, 
or  caufe  the  lues  venerea , as  often  as  the  leaft  particles  of  virus  remain.” 

He  adds,  “ that  the  imprudent  ufe  of  aftringent  injections , when  they 
flop  the  infectious  difcharge,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  caufes  of 
abfcefs  in  the  perinaum , which  follows  a gonorrhoea 

15.  M.  Col  de  Villars,  that  famous  and  excellent  practitioner  in 
venereal  cafes,  enters  into  a greater  detail  of  the  evil  effeCts  of  aftringent r 
than  even  the  celebrated  Aftruc. 

“ This  method  of  curing  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  is  not  lefs  dangerous 
than  fpeedy  and  eafy : experience  has  but  too  often  proved  that  all  vitrio- 
lic, aftringent  injections , or  fuch  as  are  compol'ed  of  fixed  acid  J'alts , 
recommended  by  Mufitan,  the  medicated  ftone,  colcothar,  ftvptic  or 

* Aflruc  was  one  of  the  molt  learned  phyficians,  and  the  belt  writer  of 
his  time  on  the  venereal  difeafe. 
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aluminous  powders,  capable  of  fpeedily  checking  the  difeharge,  certainly 
do  not  fail  to  occafion  the  mod  dreadful  confequences,  and  even  the 
confirmed  pox  (la  verole  univerfelle),  when  they  are  ufed  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  difeafe,  or  before  the  virus  has  been  deftroyed  by 
proper  remedies  ; in  fait,  the  matter  which  flows  freely,  or  begins  to  flow 
from  the  parts  which  are  the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea,  after  being  fuddenly 
fupprefled,  accumulates,  occafions  heat  and  inflammation  in  the  affe&ed 
parts,  contaminating  and  infe&ing  every  thing  it  touches.  The  virus, 
thus  increafing  in  quantity  and  quality,  affe&s  every  part  of  the  organs  of 
generation,  is  repelled  to  the  tefticles  by  the  vas  deferens , exciting  con- 
fiderable  inflammation,  or  increafing  the  difpofidon  to  form  it;  the 
urethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder  chiefly  fuffer,  from  the  blood-veflels  of 
this  canal  being  contracted  and  clofed  by  the  irritation  and  corrugation  of 
fibres  impeding  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood,  in  confequence  of  the 
faline  and  ftyptic  particles  of  the  injection ; hence  arife  fwelling  of  the 
corpora  cavernofa  and  corpus  fpongiofum  of  the  urethra,  ulcers  of  the  canal, 
partial  or  total  retention  of  urine,  and  every  fvmptom  that  can  happen  in 
a violent  gonorrhoea.  If  the  virus  be  very  active  and  penetrating,  and 
be  not  evacuated  by  the  urethra,  it  pafles  through  the  fanguiferous  and 
lymphatic  veflels,  mixes  with  the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  and  occafions  an 
univerfal  lues , which  foon  becomes  evident  by  pains  in  the  head, 
nocturnal  pain  in  the  bones,  exoftofes,  eruptions,  puftules,  and  buboes, 
or  venereal  ulcers;  unlefs  the  infection  attach  itlelf  to  fome  partial lar 
organ  during  a certain  time,  and,  afterwards,  give  rife  to  fome  difeafe. 
But  if  the  virus  be  lefs  fubtil  and  penetrating,  occafioning  no  afredtion  of 
the  glands  of  the  urethra,  nor  have  time  to  become  fo  aftive;  it  fixes  in 
the  glands,  indurates  them,  and  fometimes  remains  a number  of  years 
without  caufing  any  dangerous  fymptoms,  until  it  be  roufed  by  the  pre- 
fence  of  fome  internal  or  external  difeafe;  it  is  then  put  into  aeftion,  and 
occafions  particular  fymptoms,  which  are  never  attributed  to  their  real 
caufe.” 

16.  The  celebrated  Dar  an  obferves  on  M.  Col  de  Villars — “ M.  Col 
dc  Villars,  aflerting  that  aftringents  never  fail  tooccafion  dreadful  accidents 
when  employed  in  the  beginning  of  a gonorrhoea,  or  before  the  virus  has 
been  deftroyed,  feems  to  infinuate  that  nothing  dangerous  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  their  ufe,  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  and  after  the  deple- 
tion of  the  virus.  1 confefs  that  aftringents  could  be  employed,  without 
temerity,  provided  the  difeharge  was  occafioned  by  relaxation  of  the 
excretory  veflels  only ; but  experience  has  taught  me,  that  the  dangerous 
accident,  which  we  are  now  fveaking  about  (ftridhire),  is  the  effect  of  an 
ulcer  in  the  urethra,  that  has  not  been  cicatrized.  It  is  impoflible,  there- 
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fair,  for  any  one  to  have  greater  reafon  than  I have  myfelf  to  prohibit,  in 
general,  the  life  of  Afir  ingents  in  the  cure  of  a virulent  gonorrha-a.” 

17.  Van  Swietkn — This  learned  and  late  celebrated  phyfic'an  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  fays,  fpeaking  of  injeftions,  Since  fuch  injeffions 
cleanfe  the  urethra  through  its  whole  length,  and  could  be  of  various 
compofition,  according  to  the  degree  of  affection,  they  (the  injedtors) 
expected  to  be  able  to  cure  the  gonorrhoea,  like  a topical  or  local  difeafe, 
by  ir.jedtions  alone.  This  was  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
recommended  lime-water,  folutiens  of  faccharum  faturni,  vitriolum  album , 
decoShun  of  guaiacum , &c.  as  injections,  promifing,  by  thefe  means,  a 
certain  cure.  I confefs  my  fentiments  to  be  very  different  from  theirs, 
and  believe  thofe  methods  dangerous;  fi nee  fuch  remedies  certainly  do 
mifehief,  by  inducing  contra Clion,  and,  by  flopping  the  difeharge,  occafion  a 
deceitful  hope , but  by  no  means  a perfecl  cure  : nor  does  fuch  a fenfible  part 
as  the  urethra  bear  thefe  acrid  or  irritating  things,  and  intolerable  pain  is 
fometimes  produced ; the  whole  urethra  corrugated,  and,  by  a continu- 
ance of  their  ufe,  becomes  totally  clofed;  whence  arife  many  dreadful  evils, 
befides  thofe  which  may  be  expelled  from  retention  of  the  venereal  virus.", 
iS.  Ludwig — “ In  repulfions  of  the  gonorrhoea  (urethritis  venerea), 
particularly  by  frong  afnngents  and  opiates , without  any  excretion  or  eva- 
cuation of  the  morbid  matter,  if  drynefs  of  the  fauces,  with  fungous  excref- 
cences,  fwelling  of  the  tefficles,  or  other  morbid  fyrrrptoms  occur,  the  dif- 
eharge is  to  be  reproduced  by  evefy  poflible  method." 

19.  Rowley — Above  thirty ^years  ago  I wrote  a fliort  Treatife  on  the 
recent  \ enereal  Infeflion  of  the  Urethra,  condemning,  in  very  fevere 
terms,  the  rough  mercurial,  aloetic,  purging,  vomiting,  and  the  af>  ingent 
injection  practice,  illuftrated  with  a few  cafes  and  obfervations.  This  was 
one  of  the  firfl  effays  reprehending  thofe  violent  practices  that  are  to  be 
found  iu  Boerhaave  and  mofl  preceding  authors;  for  before,  and  at  that 
very  time,  they  were  too  commonly  the  methods  of  cure  in  vogue  amongfl 
the  old  army -and  navy  and  other  furgeons  *. 

20. 

* I went  into  his  Majefly’s  fervice  the  8th  of  May  17C1,  and  was  firfl  fent 
to  Belieifle,  where,  likewife,  was  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter.  I was  then 
but  between  feventeen  and  eighteen  years  old;  and  a circumftance  gave 
me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  many  unfortunate  victims  of  rough  antivene- 
real  pratlices,  as  well  as  the  rnifehiefs  arifing  from  aftringent  injc Chons,  &c. 
A gieat  number  of  men  and  officers  had  come  from  the  Eafl  Indies  with 
the  late  Sir  George  Pocockc,  fluttered  in  their  conflitutions,  not  only  by 
venereal  complaints,  but  by  the  draflic  treatment  they  underwent  in  that 
hot  climate,  with  the  intention  of  curing  their  maladies.  From  fupprefled 
runnings  many  were  confirmedly  poxed ; old  fetid  and  callous  ulcers  of 
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20.  \'ogel— “ It  is  ntccflary  to  abftain  from  the  ufe  of  afiringent,  and 
particularly  faturnim  injections,  which,  by  checking  the  fafytaty  di/charge, 
produce  lymptoms  tint  are  milch  more  dangerous,  as feirrhous  tumours  of 
die  t eft  teles,  buboes,  venereal  gout,  rheumatic  pains,  tumours , ulcers,  and 
even  the  lues  venerea." 

21.  LiEUTtAuu,  fpeaking  of  the  fwelled  teftides,  fays,  “ That  flop- 
ping the  virulent  difeharge  by  ajiringents  is  among  the  caufes.” 

82.  Brooks,  in  his  Pradice  of  Phvfic — “ When  a gonorrhoea  has  con- 
tinued a long  while,  or  long  enough  for  the  poifonous  matter  to  make  its 

the  legs  were  numerous ; obfti  uctions  of  urine  from  former  ajhingents,  and 
old  difeafes  about  the  perinxum,  and  external  and  internal  fiftulas  about  the 
anus,  prefented  themfelv.es.  They  werefenton  fliore froth  the  Arrogant,  and, 

I believe,  Tome  from  the  Royal  William , and  were  under  my  immediate  care, 
dt  a temporary  hofpitaf,  ereded  with  mads  and  fails  in  the  place  they  called 
Bloody  Bay,  Where  we  loft  fome  men  on  the  firft  landing.  Young  as  I 
Was,  I became  extremely  anxious  and  interelled  in  the  relief  of  thefe 
wofommatc  men,  as  well  as  petty  officers.  I fucceeded  and  cured  fome, 
and  ill  others  1 failed.  It  was  there  1 had  the  firft  opportunities  of  exerting 
myfelf  in  the  cure  of  old  ulcers  of  the  legs,  and  formed  the  outline  of  that 
plan,  which  I pubbflied  about  the  year  1767,  but  lately  republiftied  and 
improved,  and  by  which  many  thou  lands  have  been  radically  cured. 

The  miferable  cafes  I then  faw,  victims  to  ajiri agent  injections  and  other 
maUpraflices,  filled  my  mind  with  honor,  and  made  fucli  a ftrong  imprelTion, 
that  I was  determined  never  to  ufe  thofe  methods  and  remedies,  that  I faw, 
not  only  then  but  afterwards,  while  in  thd*fervice,  in  the  Weft  India  iftands. 
and  at  the  Havannah,  Sic.  In  thefe  burning  climates  I had  opportunities 
to  fee  the  face  of  difeafes  quite  different  to  the  European,  and  I endeavoured 
to  meet  them  in  a manner  oppolite  to  many  then  in  vogue;  forulmoft  all 
the  iitfc-6led  died.  There  I formed  my  refolution  never  to  bleed  or  give  any 
faliite  remedies  in  putrid-tendiftg  difeafes.  Tire  whole  plan  of  cine 
for  putrid  fore  throats  and  putrid  fevers  is  fully  explained  in  the  Rational 
Practice  of  Phyfic;  and  for  the  fuccefs,  the  St.  Maiy-be -bone  Infirmary  can 
beft  declare  it.  If  in  the yellotv  fever  of  the  Weft  Indies,  projectors  had 
not  ftarted  up,  who  w ould  not  lillen  to  the  voice  of  experience,  neither  the 
putrid  fevers  of  Philadelphia  nor  AVfu  Tori,  See.  would  have  been  fo  fatal, 
ft  is  i fa  ft,  that  the  avoiding- all  fa  line  remedies,  and  judicioufly  giving  the 
add  of  ’Vitriol,  with  wine,  Sec.  fometimes  with  or  without  bark,  after  re- 
moving whatever  lnav  offend  the  ftorilach  and  inteftines,  are  the  oirly  means, 
with  pure  air,  See.  of  checking  and  eounterafting ' putrid,  malignant,  and 
infectious  difeafes;  which  has  been  fully  proved  in  thoufands  of  inftanCes, 
for  a period  of  above  thitty-five  years,  under  mv  own  infpeftion,  and  that 
of  others,  untainted  with  hazardous  prejudices.  In  all  the  hofpitals  on  the 
continent,  there' are  more  flaughtered  by  the  lancet  and  fallne  cooling  reme- 
dies, in  hifeftious  and  low  fevers,  than  by  the  difeafes. 
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way  into  the  blood;  or  if,  by  afiringents  given  unfeafonably,  it  cannot 
make  its  exit,  then  the  patient  is  jnfefted  with  the  pox.'" 

23.  Juberthou,  a very  fkllful  writer  on  venereal  complaints,  aflerts, 
“ I cannot  too  often  repeat  that  aftriugent  injet  ions , againft  which  all  learned 
fra/I it icticrs  exclaim,  very  often  expofe  patients  to  Jloppages  of  urine , that 
prove  fatal , or  at  leaft  reduce  them  to  the  neceflity  of  evacuating  their 
urine  drop  by  drop,  occafioniiig  incurable  fiftulas,  and,  infaft,  deftroying 
millions  of  the  human  fpecies,  by  preventing  the  ejetion  of  femen  in  the 
aft  of  coition." 

Daman — ( Ejfet  nuijille  <ks  AJlringens) — “ My  obfervations  prove  that 
a fir  in  gent  remedies  are  very  deceitful.  Many  of  my  patients  have  employed 
them  in  vain,  others  have  had  the  misfortune  to  fee  them  fuccecd  in 
appearance,  and  have  happily  furmounted  their  violence,  and  the  dif* 
charge  has  recommenced.  Tbefe  ajlr indent  injetions  often  produce  fo 
great  a contention  of  the  urinary  canal,  that  the  evacuation  of  urine  is 
intercepted,  which  has  induced  me  to  place  this  ftrifture  amongft  the 
number  of  venereal  caufes  of  a difficulty  of  voiding  urine.” 

M.  Daran  has  given  many  inftances  in  his  cafes  of  ftriture  and  other 
difeafes,  from  ajhingents.  It  was  impoffible  for  any  praftitioner  to  have 
had  more  experience  or  fuccefs  in  the  cure  of  maladies  of  the  urethra.  I 
knew  him  intimately  at  Paris,  and  was  frequently  wituefs  to  his  fuccefs; 
he  introduced  me  to  M.  Sabatier , M.  Louis , and  to  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Surgery,  near  thirty  years  ago ; and  in  my  con  verfat  ions  with  this  able 
praftitioner,  he  always  mentioned  improper  treatment,  and  particularly 
a/lringent  injet  ions,  as  the  caufe  of  fo  many  bougie  cafes;  but  he  never 
ufed  caujlic  bougies , though  he  cured  many  thoufands  *. 

M.  Daran,  before  he  introduces  Ajlruc  and  Col  dc  Pillars  in  fupport  of 
his  doftrine  againft  afiringents,  fays,  “ It  is  eafv  to  conceive  that  all 
emollients  are  proper  to  remedy  the  contraftion,  and  they  are  more  effi- 
cacious in  proportion  as  they  are  more  powerful.  But  can  there  be  a 
greater  motive  for  entirely  banijhing  a jlr ingents  than  their  want  of  utility  in 
notoperating,  or  from  their  having  only  a temporary  effeft,  ora  dangerous 
one  when  it  lafts,  which  we  are  obliged  to  deftroy  to  prevent  mHchtef? 

“ That  thefe  are  their  common  effefts  no  one  can  doubt,  and  I appeal 
to  all  experienced  practitioners,  worthy  of  credit , for  the  truth  of  what  I 
advance,”  &c. 

24.  Dibon,  furgeon  to  tbeSwifs  guards  at  Paris— “Confuting  M.  Dionis 
and  Window  on  a cafe  of  impeded  urine,  thofe  very  excellent  furgeons 

* The  compofition  of  M.  Daran’%  bougies  will  be  given  in  the  latter  part 
of  tins  work. 
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declared,  that  the  caufe  of  retention  was  a gonorrhoea  ill-treated,  becaufe 
we  know  that  ftrangury  often  fucceeds  a gonorrhoea,  can  fed  by  aflringents 
given  vial  a JivoJios , and  in  too  great  quantity,”  &c.  &c. — “ Deliberc  a 
Paris , Jiar  nous , Dofleurs  Regcns  dc  la  faculte  de  medecine  cn  Vuniverjite  de 
Paris,  le  21  Mai  1 7 -4-8.  (Signc)  Winslow  et  Dionis.” 

25.  Home — “ Tumor  Tedium  venereus,  or  venereal  fwclled  Tefticle. 
The  caufe  is  an  inflammation  of  the  urethra,  communicated  through  the 
vafa  deferentia  to  the  teftides,  from  too  much  exercife,  over  heat,  a/lringent 
injections , and  too  ftrong  cathartics,”  &c. 

26.  Storck,  the  celebrated  Vienna  court  phyfician,  friend  and  eltve  of 
Baron  Van  Swieten,  in  his  Annus  Medicus  gives  a cafe  of  gonorrhera,  fup- 
prefled  by  aftringents,  occaftoning  an  ulcer  of  the  navel,  and  there  pro- 
ducing matter  fimilar  to  that  which  before  came  from  the  urethra.  In  hi? 
Precept  a Medic  a lie  fays,  “ A/lringent  and  ftyptic  injedions  are  always  to  be 
avoided,  where  the  matter  flowing  forth  is  acrid,  tenacious,  badly  coloured, 
or  fetid,  for  the  actual  venereal  virus  is  as  yet  malignant.  Jnje&ions,  with 
a great  quantity  of  faccharum  faturni , ought  never  to  be  ufed;  for  the 
moft  part  they  quickly  mitigate  the  fvmptoms  ; but  the  eonfequences  are 
horrid,  of  long  continuance,  and  frequently  refill  the  moft  judicious 
remedies.” 

27.  Stoll  mentions  obftiudion  of  urine  to  arifefrom  aftrinvent  imcdioTts 
and  turpentine  remedies,  &c.  “ On  opening  the  bpdy  of  a man  who  died  of 
fuppreflion  of  urine,  from  an  ill-treated  gonorrhoea,  1.  Small  gangrenou  , 
ulcers  of  the  urethra  were  found.  2.  The  proftate  and  adjacent  gland* 
were  much  fwelled  and  inflamed,  almoft  in  a ftate  of  mortification,  3,  The 
bladder  had  burfl  irom  retention  of  urine. 

“ Another  inftance  where  a man  died  of  fupprefled  urine,  from  neg- 
le&ed  or  ill-treated  gonorrhoea : fliowed  two  abfeefles  ruptured  and 
placed  on  the  proftate,  the  one  fwelling  as  large  as  a nutmeg,  the  other 
three  times  larger.” 

cS.  Profeflbr  Marherr,  after  fliowing  that  the  nervous  membrane  of 
the  bladder  is  continued  all  through  the  urethra,  fays,  Ac  liter  fen/ilis  cjl , 
as  often  as  the  mucus  is  abraded  or  the  epidermis  covering  it.  The  inter- 
nal fuperficies  of  the  urethra  is  fmooth,  and  univerfally  lubricated  with 
mucus,  that  it  fliould  be  defended  from  the  acrimony  of  ;he  urine.  Then 
he  demonftrates  the  mucous  finufes,  and  their  openings  in  the  urethra. 
They  begin  at  the  bulb,  and  continue  to  the  gland.  In  hos  finus  mucus 
deponitur  et  fecernjtur,  five  id  per  arterias  folummodo  fiat,  five  per 
cryptas  minimas  et  folliculos  fimplices,  qui  quidem  hie  vix  demonllrari 
polluni,  neque  ab  omnibus  anatomicis  admittuntur. 

In  thefc  finufes  is  the  firft  feat  of  the  venereal  poi/on,  or  nuafma  in  the 
gonorrhoea : when  it  extends  higher  it  canaflFecl  the  proftate  and  vcf.culjr 
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Jemtnales , &c.  Not  fufficiently  cautioully  do  they  act,  who  throw  injec- 
tions up  the  urethra  in  a gonorrhoea,  and  who  perfuade  themfelves  tha-t 
they  can  Walh  away  the  fames  or  venereal  poifon ; whilft  the  liquor, 
injected  in  a contrary  direction  to  nature,  drives  the  matter,  which  fliould 
be  difcharged,  into  the  inmofi  recefjes  of  the  lacuna,  and  confines  it  there, 
particularly  if  the  injection  be  ajiringent , which  fiurgcons  frequently  ufe. 

29.  Pct-NCK,  that  learned  and  excellent  writer,  fays,  “ Ajiringent  injec- 
tions thrown  into  the  urethra  do  much  mifchief,  and  give  rife  to  buboes 
arid  fwelled  tefticles.” 

30.  De  Meza — “ The  ufe  of  the  antivenereal  remedies  fliould  bepcr- 
fifted  in,  until  the  running  aimoft  ceafes  of  its  own  accord;  donee  fiuxus 
fiponte  t'ere  ceJJ'at : for  the  gonorrhoea  being  flopped  improperly,  gives  origin 
to  the  confirmed  pox."  He  gives  an  inftance  of  a fupprdled  gonorrhoea 
■occafioning  a difeafed  bone  of  the  forehead,  and  confirmed  lues.. 

31.  Callisen,  amongft  thecaufes  of  dyfuria,  or  voiding  urinedropby 
drop,  or  with  difficulty,  mentions  venereal  virus,  incautious  injections,  &c. 

32.  La  yiedccine  Militaire • — Fhe  late  amiable  and  humane  monarch  of 
France,  who  fell  a victim  to  the  barbarity  and  infanity  of  the  times,  had 
a code  of  medical  military  practice  written  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
furgeons,  &c.  ever  careful  of  that  people  who  fo  ungratefully  treated  him, 
compiled  by  INI.  Colombier,  who  fays, 

“ For  it  is  evident  that,  without  this  latter  precaution,  the  ufe  of 
aftringcntK,  either  internally  or  externally,  occafions  very  dangerous 
fymptoms,  or  at  leaft  multiplies  the  lues  venerea. 

“ There  was  a famous  furgeonat  Paris  formerly,  who  wi filing  to  cure 
•the  gonorrhoea  fpeedily , and  with  little  trouble,  admin iflered  nitre  in 
water  during  the  firft  fortnight,  then  gave  a purge  or  two,  and  employed 
afiringents  in  every  form  jiofiible : fometimes  he  fucceeded  in  fiopping  the 
difeharge  without  inducing  any  unpleafant  confequences ; but  he  generally 
gave  his  patients  the  confirmed  pox , and  his  method  occafioned  either 
callofities,  ftritturcs , or  carnofities  in  the  urethra.  It  is  a happy  reflection, 
that  thofe  medical  practitioners  who  hold  ports  in  the  army  have  more 
fure  and  lefs  dangerous  principles  of  practice  than  this  furgeon. — After 
the  fuppofed  cure,  little  knots  remain  in  the  urinary  canal,  which  are 
called  carnofities,  and  which  are  nothing  elfe  than  the  ck-atrices  of  former 
fmall  ulcers,  which  have  formed  themfelves  in  this  part.  This  happens 
from  too  flrongor  premature  ajiringent  injections." 

33.  Cullen — “ lam  perfuaded  the  early  ufe  of  aftringent  injections  is 
pernicious,  producing  fwelled  tefticles,  &c.”  He  approves  of  mercurial 
injections,  and  advifes  aftringents  in  the  latter  ftageof  the  difeafe. 

34.  Swediaur  difapproves  of  acrid  or  ajiringent  injections  during  the 
inflammatory  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  In  fupprefled  gonoivhcca  “ the  virus 
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fcoms  to  leave  its  natural  feat  under  the  fattum,  and  to  fettle  lower  down, 
where  the  excretory  duds  of  the  feminal  vdTtls  and  probate  gland  open 
into  the  urethra,  and  there  excites  a fwelling  in  one  or  both  tebicles;  or, 
if  it  has  been  driven  bill  lower  down,  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the 
patient  has  a continual  delire  to  make  water,  without  being  able  to'pafs 
any,  or  only  a few  drops  at  a time:  he  is  then  often  unable  to  band  up- 
right for  a quarter  of  an  hour;  and  a total  fuppretiion  of  urine  is,  in  this 
cafe,  frequently  the  cotifcqucnce.  In  all  thefe  different  placet;  the  potion 
generally  produces  only  a fuperficial  inflammation;  though  not  tin  fre- 
quently alfo,  by  its  virulence  or  want  of  a fufficietit  quantity  of  mucus  to 
dilute  it,  an  excoriation  and  ulceration  of  the  urethra,  which  then  never 
fails  to  end  in  an  obftinate  gleet,  and  to  be  followed  by  a general  infection 
of  the  mafs. 

35.  Mr.  Pfciiciv  al  Pott — This  excellent,  learned,  and  celebrated  fur- 
geon,  Whole  experience  and  obfervations  have  enriched  forgery  with 
feveral  ufeful  improvements,  the  refult  of  public  confidence  and  the  mob 
extenlive  practice  perhaps  anv  furgeon  ever  enjoyed,  was  decidedly 
againft  the  ufe  of  injections.  1 remember  being  coniulted  by  a young 
gentleriian  of  falhion,  in  a very  recent  gonorrhoea,  who  requefted,  before 
I wrote  any  prefeription,  to  hear  Mr.  Pott’s  opinion  ; who,  when  even  the 
lubricating  inje&ion  joined  with  argentum  vivum  was  propofed,  objected 
to  the  practice,  and  laid,  it  might  be  ufed,  but  he  did  not  give  his  aflent, 
and  the  young  gentleman  mub  remember,  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  ■ o 
fay  he  might  injeCt;  fed  tuo  [uriculo , faid  Mr.  Port,  w ho  would  not  be 
refportfible  for  the  confequences. 

36.  Mr.  J.  Ho  w a r d — This  ingenious  furgeon  has  written  very  fenfibly 
oji  venereal  infeCtion,  and  dedicates  his  work  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Port, 
acknowledging  his  obligations  to  that  great  practitioner  for  whatever 
jub  notions  the  work  contained.  When  fpeaking  on  abringent  injections, 
he  fays,  44  The  truly  dibrefiing  comptaints  juft  deferibed  (abfeefs  and 
filhila  in  perinaeo)  may  be,  and  often  are  produced  by  mi  (manage- 
ment during  the  inflammatory  bage  of  a clap.  But  it  is  necefILry  that  the 
young  practitioner  fltould  alfo  know  that  thefe  remote  conferences, 
namely,  briCture,  abfeefs,  fibula  in  perineeo,  and  dilcafed  probate, 
may  arife  from  fupprellion  of  what  may  be  called  a very  trifling  clap, 
even  in  its  early  bage,  at  a time  when  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  are 
extremely  flight.  And  I have  more  than  once  been  able  to  trace  each 
of  thefe  unfortunate  circumbances  to  the  ufe  of  jedathe  htjefl'tom  fo 
difficult  it  is  to  form  a right  judgment  of  a ftippofed  cure,  lb  various  are 
the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  fo  dangerous  may  its  corifequences  be !” 

37.  Mr.  Everaru  Home — This  dibir.guilhed  gentleman,  in  direCt 
contradiction  to  the  praflice  of  his  preceptor  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter,  who 
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was  a warm  advocate  and  praidiftT  in  the  freed:  ufe  of  aftringent  injeftjhtrt, 
fays,  “ Since  this  work  was  firft  publifhed,  a number  of  cafes  of  itrifture 
have  come  under  my  care,  that  were  considered  by  the  patients  themfelves 
to  be  the  immediate  effe^s  of  injeftions ; in  many  of  thele  I was  inclined  to 
attribute  their  opinion  to  prejudice,  and  therefore  did  not  venture  to  draw 
at»v  conclusions  from  them.  I have,  however,  feen  two  or  three  indances, 
where,  from  ufing  injections  left  diluted  than  they  ought  to  have  been, 
the  irritation  was  almod  immediate , in  the  middle  of  the  canal,  where  tne 
injection  dopptd  ; and  the  formation  of  a drichtre  in  that  part,  which  is 
not  commonly  the  feat  of  the  original  difeafe,  could  lie  a finally  traced  to 
the  nfe  of  the  inieffion.  The  internal  membrane  had  become  thickened,  in 
confcquence  of  inflammation  forming  a lwelling,  which  was  felt  exter- 
nally, through  the  common  integuments. 

« Thele  indances,  which  do  not  admit  of  a doubt,  led  me  to  pay  more 
attention  to  this  fubject,  and  I have  dnee  been  induced  to  believe,  that 
many  of  the  accounts  I had  before  difcredjnxl  were  not  unworthy  of 
attention.  In  thofe  cafes  of  ft  rich;  re  attributed  to  injecfions,  it  is  to.be 
obferved,  that  the  application  had  generally  given  unufual  pain,  brought 
on  an  irritation  on  the  internal  membrane  of  the  urethra , or  at  the  neck  cj  the 
bladder,  as  it  is  more  commonly  termed  ; which  proved  both  tedious  and 
trouble fomt,  before  it  could  he  removed. 

“ That  injections,  injudicloudy  ufed,  have,  in  feme  individual  cafes, 
difpofed  the  carial  to  drichtre,  I flunk  is  fnpportid  by  faffs  beyond  the  reach 
of  ceMmverfo.  There  is,  therefore*  in  all  irritable  habits,  fomc  danger  of 
an  injection  producing  this  effect,  fince,  wlienever  the  dimulating  powers 
of  the  injection  are  greater  than  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  in  that 
perl  on  cati  bear,  which  cannot  be  d priori  afeertained , a date  of  irritation 
is  the  cor,  fe  quo  nee. 

“ From  the  idea  that-  injections  do  fometimes  produce  ftr'uftures,  and 
that  we  are  unable  beforehand  to  determine  in  what  cafqp  they  way  be  ufed 
with  impunity,  I have  been  induced  entirely  to  forego  their  uje  in  the  treat- 
ment of  gonorrhoea,  rather  than  incur  a rifk,  however  limit  it  maybe,  of 
producing  lb  JieeiouJiy  di/lrcffing  a cotpplaixt.”  This  is  ao  honourable 
declaration  of  the  clevc  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Hunter. 

Caemporaries,  Sic. — After  the  long  f>eriod  that  I have  bten  engaged  io 
medical  puribifs,  it  is  hoped,  that  it  will  not  be  cor.ddered  improper  to 
communicate  what  I have  feen,  known,  and  heard  from  the  molt  eminent 
practitioners  iu  Europe,  the  phyficians  and  furgepns  of  the  holpitals  at 
Paris,  Lyons , and  different  parts  of  France.;  of  Florence,  Rome , 
Naples,  Bologna,  Ferrara,  Pcuiua,  fettle e,  in  Italy;  Trieflt,  J'ienna , 
Ratifon,  F\  anckfort,  Mentz,  Cologne,  Louvain,  Brttfftls j and  at  Rot- 
terdam, the  Hague,  Amjlcrdam , Leyden , and  other  parts  of  Holland,  in 
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rny  various  juvenile  and  later  travels  to  afeertain  medical  facts,  and 
render  my  favourite  work,  Sc/iola  Medicine,  pra^ically  ufeful.  \mongft 
other  inquiries,  I always  found  the  moil  experienced  and  able  furgeons 
amt  phyficians  inimical  to  ajlringent  injections,  ano  have  conifanth  heard 
them  condemned  in  the  fevereit  terms,  as  productive  of  ail  the  evils 
enumerated.  In  my  own  obfervations  and  practice,  which,  in  above  forty 
years,,  have  been  Immenfe,  owing  to  natural  activity,  an  ardent  defire  of 
comprehending  and  improving  the  medical  art, and  feizing  all  opportunities 
in  promulgating  whatever  was  confidered  ufeful;  I can  moft  folemnly 
afiert,  that  I have  feeu,  with  Concern,  many  hundreds  of  devoted 
victims  that,  at  different  periods,  have  been  inexpreffibly  fufferers  from 
the  wanton  ufe  of  djiringent  injections.  So  that  the  numerous  facts  ®f 
cotemporaries,  many  of  whom  had  been  in  praCtice  fortv  or  fifty  years 
before  I entered  into  the  profeffion,  and  numerous  practitioners  about 
my  own  age,  in  different  countries,  and  in  England,  whofe  veracity 
can  be  depended  on,  make  a period  of  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  aCtual 
witneffes,  who  were  celebrated  and  eiteeined  for  fkill  and  judgment, 
to  whom  I have  been  perfonallv  known;  who  were  unanimous  in  their 
disapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  ajir'mgents , from  the  mifehiefs  they  gene- 
rally produced. 

i here  have  been  fome,  who  have  avoided  the  life  of  aflringent  injec- 
tions during  the  inflammatory  and  purulent  periods,  and  only  affert  their 
utility  after  the  infeCtion  has  been  removed.  It  is  difficult  to  know  with 
certainty  when  the  infeCfion  may  be  removed;  and,  in  general,  if  practi- 
tioners would  futfer  the  muciparous  glands  to  perform  their  own  balfamic 
healing  funCUons,  the  running  in  a little  time  will  gradually  flop  of  itfelf, 
under  a mild  mercurial  courfe,  a faCt  the  injeCtors  feem  not  to  know ; and 
if  it  ftiould  not,  however  difagreeable  to  the  patient,  ajlringent  injections, 
if  not  always,  are  frequently  hazardous  or  dangerous,  and  fometimes 
deftruftive. 

« 

If  it  were  alked,  what  can  be  brought  in  defence  of  aflringent  injeCtions: 
the  plain  anfwer  would  be,  the  unfubflantial  effufions  of  chimerical 
projectors,  the  decoying  flratagems  of  pliant  interelled  men,  who  ac- 
quiefee  in  prevailing  fafliions,  however  abfurd  and  injurious,  and  the  bold 
affertions  and  deceitful  prom'ifes  of  audacious  empirics,  who  have  no 
reputation  to  lofe,  and  who  are  totally'  indifferent  to  the  manifold  miferies. 
they  heap  on  mankind  *. 

Behold 

■'  The  affejtions,  “ that  the  running  of  a go'norrhcea  venerea  will  cure 
itfelf;  that  local  difeafes  only  require  local  or  topical  remedies;  that  the 
•venereal  injhmrtiation  of  the  inucal  glands,  See,  of  the  urethra  onght  to  be 
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Behold  the  rtiafs  of  evidence,  then,  introduced,  containing  the  fenti- 
ments  of  fome  of  the  moft  learned,  fkilful,'  and  experienced  phyficianS 
and  furgeons  in  Europe,  direded  againft  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injections  i 
men  who  have  been  famous  for  veracity  and  judgment,  for  above 
two  hundred  years.  It  remains,  hereafter,  to  ft*  whether  practitioners, 
with  thefe  undeniable  proofs  before  them,  will  (till  continue  thofe  un- 
ftilful  and  deleterious  practices,  that  have  produced  fuch  various 
calamities  to  fociety.  It  will  be  feen  whether  pertinacious  obftinacy  in 

error,  or  humanity,  will  predominate,  in  the  cure  of  recent  venereal 
infection. 


ON  VARIOUS  OBSTRUCTIONS  OF  THE  URETHRA,  OR  URINARY 
CANAL,  IMPEDING  THE  FREE  EVACUATION  OF  URINE. 

'J'HE  terrible  effeds  of  aftringenlrinjedions  have  been  fufficiently 
proved  by  the  repeated  writings  of  the  moll  Icarfied  practi- 
tioners that  ever  appeared ; with  thefe  obfervations,  truths,  and 
moft  fenfible  admonitions,  the  ralh  injedors,  by  their  condud,  feem 
to  have  been  either  unacquainted,  or  they  have  turned  a deaf  ear  to 
the  cautions  of  experience.  If  bold  injeding  adventurers  had 
not  continually  flarted  up,  the  excellent  authors,  whofe  fenti- 
ments  have  been  quoted,  would  have  been  lefs  free  in  their  fpirited 
animadverfions  on  thofe  injedion  delufions,  from  time  to  time, 
for  fo  long  a period,  as  two  centuries.  From  a review  of  whaJ 
has  been  advanced,  even  ignorance,  after  reading  thefe  fads, 
unlefs  invincible,  cannot  form  any  rational  plea  in  favour  of 
ftyptic,  vitriolic,  or  faturnine  applications  in  the  cure  of  urethritis 
venerea.  If  the  erroneous  or  infatuated  will  not  perufe  the 
original  authors;  they  have,  in  this  more  compendious  informa- 
tion, the  coliedive  force  of  fafe  principles  and  dodrines,  united 
with  direful  deferiptions,  that  are  fufficiently  cogent  to  deter  all 
but  the  callous-hearted  and  inhuman,  from  a repetition  of  thofe 
ignorant  and  dangerous  projeds,  that  have  brought  to  unfu- 
fpicious  patients  fuch  dreadful  calamities.  To  confider  and 
remedy  all  the  evils  enumerated,  as  far  as  they  may  be  remediable, 
becomes  the  immediate  objed  of  the  fubfequent  part  of  this 


treated  as  though  it  bad  not  arifen  from  in/^cn,  but  fitnply  as  a catarrh 
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The  cffe&s  of  aftringents  ; of  not  early  applying  the  grand 
fpecific,  in  its  mildeft  and’{imple(l  form,  and  other  omiftions  and 
mal-pra&ices,  already  intimated,  are  as  follows: 

I.  Contraxflion  of  the  urethral  cabal,  obftru£ting  the  free  dis- 
charge of  urine. 

II.  Callofities,  or  thickened  hardened  cicatrices,  and  urethral 
ulcers  of  ldttg  continuance. 

III.  Spongy  excrefcences,  of  a loofe  texture,  in  the  urethra. 

IV.  Tumeiied  or  indurated  verumontanum,  difeafed  veficulas 
feminales. 

V.  Spongious  and  foft  enlargement  of  the  proftate  gland. 

VI.  Scirrhus,  or  hardnefs  and  fuelling  of  the  proftate  gland. 

VII.  Ulcer  of  the  proftate  gland. 

VIII.  Contraction  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

IX.  Concretions  of  the  urethra. 

X.  Ulcers  of  the  perineum  communicating  with  the  drethra, 
through  which  part  of  the  urine  padres,  &c. 

Thefe  are  the  general  affeClions;  though,  on  a more  minute 
inquiry,  others  fubordinate  to  thefe  frequently  occur.  What  have 
been  recited,  anatomical  examination  has  demonftrated.  Every  dif- 
eafe  in  the  difmal  catalogue  I have  feen  treated  by  different  methods, 
and  with  various  fuccefs;  from  a comparative  view  of  which, 
what  has  been  found  moft  ufeful,  and  attended  with  leaA  pain  and 
clanger  to  patients,  in  the  greateft  number  of  cafes*  (hall  be  faith- 
fully and  unrefer-Vedly  communicated. 


AFFECTIONS,  &c. 

X.  CONTRACTION  OF  THE  URE- 

T HR  AL  CANAL  OBSTRUCTING 

the  free  issue  of  urine. 

This"obftrucls  the  paffmg  of 
urine  in  various  degrees,  more  or 
fefs,  in  a fmall,  forked,  or  twitted 
fcrevv-like  ftream,  or  drop  by  drop, 
with  greater  or  lets  pain. 

T hik'obf i ruftion  may  ex  iff  in  the 
urethra  many  years,  without  any 
great  inconvenience,  if  the  ftriCture 
fliould  not  have  much  leflened  the 
Canal.  The  femen,  under  fuch 
_ a cir- 
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1.  Open  the  inteftines  with  a 
gentle  laxative,  and  the  reftum  with 
an  enema,  that  there  may  be  no 
compreflion  of  parts  from  faeces  or 
excrements  previous  to  examina- 
tion. . 

2.  Soak  the  penis  in  warm  milk 
and  water,  and  iniedt  a little  of  the 
following  compofxtion,  or  Ol.  amyig*- 
dalarum,  warm : 

R Olei  amygd.  ^ij, 

Vitelli  ovi  q.  f. 

Aquae  purae  3VJ.  Mifce. 

If 
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a circumdance,  indeed,  may  not 
be  properly  direfted  into  the  vagina 
in  the  aft  of  coition,  and  may  be- 
come a caufe  of  impotence,  and 
thus  the  procreation  of  the  human 
fpecies  may  be  prevented : which 
cafes  I have  known. 

As  men  advance  in  years,  how- 
ever, and  the  expelling  powers  for 
evacuating  the  bladder  of  urine  be 
lefs  energetic,  or  weaker,  the  ob- 
druclion  is  more  and  more  fenfibly 
felt.  The  mufcles  of  the  bladder, 
called  detr-uftres  urbuz,  cannot  fo 
powerfully  aft,  fo  as  to  overcome 
the  reli fiance  formed  by  the  drift ure 
in  the  urethra;  the  urine  is  with 
difficulty  voided,  and  in  fome  in- 
fiances  with  no  inconfiderable  pain. 
Whether  thefe  fymptoms  happen 
earlier  or  later  in  life,  the  mode  of 
treatment  is  the  fame.  The  whole 
cure  mud  depend  on  circumdances, 
according  to  the  difficulties  expe- 
rienced, which  are  to  be  afeertained 
by  the  patient’s  feelings,  and  the  in- 
treduftion  of  bougies.  One  rule 
fhould  be  invariably  oblerved, 
which  is,-  to  pafs  the  larged  dzed 
bougie  the  urethral  canal  can  bear 
without  painful  fenfations.  No 
force  nor  violence  fnouid  ever  be 
ufed;  gentlenefs  cures,  but  rough- 
r.efs  and  force  dedrov.  I have 
known  indances  where  a rude  un- 
skilful operator  has  paffed  the  ca- 
theter with  fo  much  force,  to  over- 
come urethral  refidance,  that  a new 
opening  out  of  the  line  of  the 
urethra  has  been  made  into  the 
bladder,  cauflng  great  inflamma- 
tion, 
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If  the  penis  be  in  a date  of  re- 
laxation, or  diortened  from  cold, 
&c.  and  its  internal  membrane  cor » 
rugated,  the  operator  might  be  de  - 
ceived  without  the  ufe  of  the  injec- 
tion, & c.  and  midake  any  uneven 
furface  of  the  urethra  for  a drifture, 
or  obdruftions. 

3.  Having  difeovered  the  exaft 
fituation  of  the  impediment  by  a 
catgut  bougie,  if  the  canal  be  very 
fmall,  or  by  a medicated  larger 
bougie  fmeared  with  the  unguen- 
tum,  if  admidible;  which,  fhould 
pafs  beyond  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  j 
it  diould  then  remain  in  the  ure- 
thra as  long  as  the  fenfibility  of  the 
parts  will  differ  it,  without  exciting 
heat,  or  uneafy  fenfation.  It  is 
better  to  proceed  flow  and  fure, 
than  to  produce  inflammation  by 
hady  unfeeling  radmefs. 

4.  If,  after  a few  applications  of 
the  medicated  bougies,  with  the 
appropriate  unguentum,  no  increaf- 
ed  fecretion  and  excretion  from  the 
mucal  glands  and  furface  of  the 
urethra  diould  appear,  nor  any 
fendble  or  decided  alteration  in  the 
drifture  be  evident,  then  the  bougie 
diould  be  'covered  or  fprinkled  with 
a little  white  precipitated  mercury ; 
or,  if  greater  force  be  neceffpy, 
with  a little  turbith  mineral  rubbed 
into  the  part  of  the  bougie  that 
will  come  in  contaft  with  the  dric- 
ture,  which  has  been  previoufly 
afeertained  by  the  fird  examination* 
If  this  application  produce  a dif- 
charge,  and  the  bougie  diould  come 
out  covered  with  mucus,  it  mud 

a a be 
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tion,  excruciating  pains,  mortifi- 
cation, death! 

A humane  confederation  of  the 
fenfibiiity  and  all  the  various  func- 
tions of  all  the  genital  parts,  fhould 
be  uppermoft  in  the  pradlitioner’s 
mind.  He  fhould  recoiled!,  that 
apparently  fmall  caufo  of  difeafe  in 
the  kidneys,  ureters,  bladder,  or 
urethra,  often  produce  the  mod 
direful  effects.  None  of  thefe  parts 
are  to  be  treated  with  unfeeling 
carelefln^fs;  but  with  the  greatefl 
reflection,  circumfpedbion,  and  hu- 
manity. The  young  artift  fliould 
ever  confider  a variety  of  circum- 
stances before  he  adls.  There  is 
nothing  fo  dangerous  as  what  is 
called  a bold,  dafiiing,  ferocious  fur- 
geon,  in  thefe  delicate  complaints. 
All  theanatomy,  phyfiology, hitherto 
known,  of  the  parts,  is  fcarcely  fuf- 
ficient,  in  fome  inftances,  to  deter- 
mine the  moft  rational  pradtice 
neceflary.  It  likewife  happens,  in 
many  cafes,  that  the  moft  fkilful 
and  erudite  medical  fcience  is  de- 
manded in  the  internal  treatment, 
or  no  fuccefs  will  attend  the  greatefl: 
chirurgical  /kill. 

II.  CALLOSITIES,  QR  THICKENED 
HARDENED  CICATRICES,  AND 
URETHRAL  ULCERS  OF  LONG 
CONTINUANCE. 

Thefe  are  known  by  along-con- 
tinued iffuing  of  fetid  purulent  pus, 
or  yellow  matter,  from  the  urethra. 
They  may  be  fituated  in  various 
parts  of  the  canal ; are  the  dreadful 

dfedls 
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be  continued,  with  or  without  mere, 
precipitatus  albus,  or  turbith  mi- 
neral. Thefe,  adding  gently  on 
the  furface  of  the  former  old  cica- 
trix, callofity,  thickened  mem- 
brane, or  callous-edged  ulcer,  foon 
relax  the  ftridture,  fo  as  to  admit  a 
larger  bougie,  which  may  be  intro- 
duced, and  the  difeharge  will  be 
often  fufficiently  continued,  with- 
out the  mercurial  preparations,  by 
only  ufing  the  unguentum  fuppu- 
rans.  Mercurials  are  not  always  ufed 
on  a fuppofition  that  thefe  cafes  are 
venereal,  but  merely  to  gently 
abrade  and  remove  the  contracted 
part  of  the  membrane,  by  the 
mildeft  mode  of  producing  excori- 
ation. After  this,  larger  and  larger 
bougies  are  to  be  introduced,  aug- 
menting the  fize  every  three  or  four 
days,  until  the  largeft  fized  bougie 
be  admiflible,  occafionally  adding 
the  calomel  or  turbith  mineral,  if 
the  difeharge  fliould  ceafe,  or  the 
ftridture  continue  to  obftinately 
refift  the  remedy;  but  this  mull  be 
performed  with  great  IkilJ  and  cau- 
tion, never  forgetting  the  extreme 
fenfibiiity  of  the  parts,  and  the 
danger  of  exciting  too  much  irrita- 
tion, which  might  produce  inflam- 
mation, &c. 

5.  The  difeharge  and  dilatation 
being  gently  continued,  in  time, 
the  ftridlure,  or  whatever  caufed  the 
obftrudtion,  will  be  removed. 

6.  After  the  obftrudlion  is  de- 
cidedly removed,  which  happens 
fometimes  jn  a few  weeks,  two  or 

three 
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effefts  of  the  urethritis  venerea  ill 
treated,  corroding  the  membranes 
lining  the  urethra.  They  likewile 
arile  from  that  vile  practice  which 
whim,  not  found  reafon,  adopted, 
in  fuffering  a clap  to  cure  itfelf,  by 
letting  it  run  its  courle.  This  fa- 
pient  projeft  has  been  rafl.ly  re- 
commended by  a few  vifioniffs  in 
this  and  other  countries,  as  a verv 
valuable  improvement;  and  during 
the  iffuing  ot  the  contagious  matter, 
thefe  artifts,  to  fave  appearances, 
boaft  that  they  give  crumb  of  new 
bread  formed  into  pills,  and  coloured 
with  any  colour  the  honeft  furgeon 
pleafes.  Such  duplicity  and  decep- 
tion is  fo  difgraceful  to  the  art,  that 
it  cannot  be  too  much  reprobated  and 
detefled.  If  by  this  fraudulent  ftrata- 
gemr  however,  The  cure  of  the  difeafe 
could  be  effefted,  fome  apology 
might  be  offered  for  the  contrivance ; 
but  the  contrary  being  the  cafe, 
and  as  fome  unfortunates  have  been 
nearly  bereaved  of  life,  or,  by  the 
trial,  rendered  miferable  as  long  as 
they  have  exifled ; it  is  hoped  this 
wild  conceit  will  no  longer  be 
praftifed.  To  the  honour  of  the 
profeffion  in  general,  however  cre- 
dulous fome  may  be,  few,  very 
few,  have  been  the  dupes  of  thefe  laft 
fqueezingsof  the  extravagant  brains 
of  infatuated  fpeculating  maniacs ; 
fitter  for  Bedlam  than  to  be  prafti- 
tiouers  in  furgery  *. 

hi. 
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three  months,  according  to  cafes, 
conftitutions,  and  circirmftances;  a 
Ample  healing  bougie  is  to  be  ftill 
daily  introduced,  of  the  largeft  Aze 
the  urethra  will  bear  without  any 
uneafy  fenfation ; until  there  be 
every  reafon  to  conclude  the  flric- 
ture  is  completely  conquered,  and 
the  patient,  as  far  as  the  cafe  may 
admit,  perfectly  cured. 

7.  The  complete  cure  of  a ftric- 
ture  is  afcertained  by  the  free  eva- 
cuation of  urine,  the  removal  of 
every  impediment  in  the  erection 
of  the  penis,  and  a powerful  ejacu- 
lation of  the  femen  in  the  aft  of 
coition. 

8.  It  is  an  erroneous  affertion, 
that  bougies  only  aft  by  dilatation, 
and  that  any  Ample  compoStion  of 
wax,  oil,  &c.  anfvvers  every  ■cura- 
tive intention.  The  contrary  might 
be  irrefutably  proved,  by  the  evident 
effefts  of  Daran’s  and  other  bougies; 
as  likewife  by  clear  reafoning  on 
the  ftrufture  of  the  parts  affefted, 
and  the  aftion  of  the  bougies  on 
thedifeafes:  this,  however,  is  not 
the  prefent  objeft,  and  therefore- 
Aiall  be  deferred  to  a future  oppor- 
tunity. 

It  feems,  that  thofe  who  have 
made  this  inconAderate  declaration 
have  never  deeply  confidered,  ana- 
tomically and  phyAologicaily,  the 
funftions  and  peculiarity  of  the 
parts  concerned  or  difeafed.  The 

excellent 
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m.  SPONGY  EXCRESCENCES  OK 

A LOOSE  TEXTURE  JN  THE 

URETHRA. 

Some  authors  have  doubted  the  . 
exigence  ofthefe  foft  excrefcences; 
but  faCts,  in  numerous  inftanees, 
have  proved  their  exiften.ee.  I have 
feen  fome  few  cafes  where  the  ex- 
crefctnce  has  been  vifibis,  near  the 
external  opening  of  the  urethra,  and 
very  lately  I was  confulted  by  Mr. 
Kerri fon,  my  neighbour,  formerly 
a pupil  at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone  In- 
firmary, forapaient,  in  which  cafe 
the  excrefcence  was  vifible  in  the 
external  opening  of  the  urethra, 
foft  and  granulated,  fimilar  to  thofe 
that  fometimes  appear  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  glans  penis  and  internal 
part  of  the  prepuce. 

It  mu  ft  be  remarked,  that  the 
world  were  firft  obliged  for  a con- 
fiftent,  mild,  and  fuccefsful  treat- 
ment of  urethral  obftruftions,  to 
my  late  worthy  and  efteemed  friend 
M.  Daran,  of  Paris.  The  fuccefs 
of  this  gentleman,  to  which  I was 
formerly  an  eye-witnefs,  raifed  his 
reputation  through  all  Europe  above 
the  reach  of  fnarling  envy,  and  he 
has  been  acknowledged  by  the 
greateft  and  moft  learned  practi- 
tioners, by  their  teftimonies  publifli- 
ed,  to  have  been  fuperior  in  the  dif- 
orders  for  which  he  was  famed,  to 
any  other  praCtitioner  in  the  known 
world.  His  whole  mode  of  treatment 
will  now  be  communicated  for  the 
benefit  of  fociety,  which  was  one 

of 
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excellent  and  evident  efteCts  of  an 
increafed  and  artificial  difeharge, 
produced  bv  medicated  bougies,  is 
in  direCt  contradiction  to  thofe  fen* 
timeuts.  The  great  cures,  in  thou- 
fands  of  inftar.ces,  performed  with- 
out any  of  thofe  difaftrous  eneCts 
and  mifery,  which  attend  too  often 
the  application  of  cavjlic  bougies,  by 
the  miid  methods  here  reconunendr 
ed,  it  is  hoped,  will  have  due 
wejght  with  every  humane  practi- 
tioner; fo  that  all  cauftic,  barba- 
rous applications  may  be,  for  ever, 
banilhed  the  art,  and  human  mifery 
not  receive  additional  tortures  by 
fuch  favage,  unfortunate,  and  fre- 
quently uqfuccefsful  modes  of  treat- 
ment. 

The  excrefcences  appear  like 
thofe  already  mentioned,  and  are 
not  removable,  even  by  repeated 
mercurial  courfes,  as  a multiplicity 
of  experience  fully  proves.  They 
are  not  fo  common  as  the  other 
caufes  in  obftru&ing  urine.  In 
palling  a moderate  fized  bougie  they 
commonly  bleed ; but  they  are 
with  no  fmall  difficulty  dlftinguilh- 
able  from  other  urethral,  impedi- 
ments. The  neceftary  treatment  of 
thefe  cafes  being  very  liule  different 
from  the  former  two,  they  may  be 
confulered  pradically  in  the  fame 
point  of  view.  If  they  be  at  the 
end,  or  towards  the  end  of  the 
urethra,  externally,  they  may  be 
gradually  wafted  by  folutio  pene- 
trans; or  by  a folution  of  antimo- 
alum  tartarifatum,  which,  Ikilfiilly 

applied. 
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of  the  laft  humane  actions  of  a life 
dedicated  to  remove  the  moft  lev  ere 
afflictions  of  human  mifery. 

The  bougie  coui  fe  of  M,  Damn’s 
bougies  will  effectliailv  remove  thefe 
carnolities,  as  they  have  been  no- 
minated. Cauftic  applications,  to 
thele  exuberances,  are  extremely 
hazardous,  as  they  mult  adt  equally 
deftrudfive  to  the  membranous 
ftru&ure  of  the  urethra,  as  well  as 
on  the  wart  itfelf,  and  be  produc- 
tive of  an  incurable  ulcer,  inftead 
of  adting  on  the  diforder,  which 
they  are  expedied  to  remove.  If  the 
ujfgventum  copaivee  Da  rani  Ihould 
not  produce  a lufficieni  fuppuration 
to  deftroy  thefe  excrefcences,  then 
rethiops  mineral  may  be  rubbed  on 
the  part  of  the  bougie  where  the 
obftruction  is  fituated,  white  preci- 
pitate or  turbith  mineral.  Thefe 
methods  remove,  in  general,  the 
«hree  firft  caufes  of  urethral  ftric- 
tures,  ulcers,  excrefcences,  &c. 
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applied,  lafely  removes  foft  excref- 
cences. 

Old,  or  more  recent  ulcers  of 
the  urethra,  producing  long-con- 
tinued purulent  gleets,  which  I 
have  feen  lately  arife,  after  tlte 
cruel  and  Ineffedlnal  application  of 
caitjlic  iougies,  arc  very  difficult  of 
cure.  The  palling  of  urine  pre- 
vents the  deterging  and  incarnation 
of  thefe  d if' refling  ulcerous  affec- 
tions. They  have,  however,  been 
fometimes,  though  feldom,  per- 
fectly cured ; but  they  have  been 
rendered  lefs  diftreflmg  by  deter- 
ging them  with  lotto  penetrans,  with 
the  mercurial  powders  already  men- 
tioned, or  by  aethiops  mineral  con- 
veyed to  ' the  part;  joined  with 
judicious  internal  alteratives,  fumi- 
gation, &c.  It  is  little  known 
that  a true  eethiops  mineral  is  one  of 
the  beft  ftimulating  detergers  of 
venereal  and  other  ulcers. 


IV.  TUMEFIED  AND  INDURATED 
VERUMONTANUM. 

This  is  a cafe  difcoverable  by 
paffing  a bougie,  and  refle&ing 
anatomically  on  the  diflance  of  the 
urethral  impediment  from  the  ex- 
ternal orifice.  An  examination 
like  wife  may  be  made  per  anum  ; 
but  the  difeafe  of  the  verumonta- 
num  is  net  fo  clearly  difcoverable, 
as  the  enlargement  of  the  proftate 
by  fimilar  means.  Whoever  re- 
fle&s  on  the  danger  of  exciting  in- 
flammation in  this  part,  with  the 
confequences.  Dr  the  horrid  mifery 

of 


This  is  a cafe  very  doubtful  as  to 
cure.  Penetrating  alteratives  ihould 
be  preferibed,  and  fumigations  of 
cinnabar. 

To  bougies  may  be  united  the 
internal  ufe  of  folutio  hydrargyri 
camphoratacumoleo  amygdalarum, 
to  relolve,  if  poffible,  the  indura- 
tion. Caufiic  bougies,  in  this  in- 
ftance  of  ftriflure,  have  produced 
haemorrhage,  inflammation,  depo- 
fitions  of  urine  in  the  cellulap  ftruc- 
ture,  mortification,  death! 

When  a cure  cannot  be  accom- 
pliihed  by  Damn’s  method,  it  is 

fafeft 


( ra°  ) 


Ajfefiions%  &c. 

of  burning  uncertain  caujlics , mult 
forbid  their  ufe,  if  it  were  only  to 
avoid  the  mifebiefs  they  produce  to 
contiguous  parts. 

V.  SPONGIOUS  ENLARGEMENT  OF 
THE  PROSTATE  GLAND. 

This  fpongious  enlargement  of 
the  proftate  gland  is  frequently  mif- 
taken  for  other  caufes  of  urethral 
©bftnuftion.  It  is  therefore  necef- 
tary  to  ufe  caution  in  impediments 
of  urine,  left  one  difeafe  be  treated 
for  another,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
afflicted  patient. 

If  thefe  fpongious  tumours  be 
■very  large,  they  not  only  impede  the 
evacuation  of  urine,  but  likewife 
partially  the  excrement,  by  lef- 
fening  the  diameter,  both  of  the 
urethra  and  rectum. 

The  fpongious  tumour  of  the  pro- 
ftate is  onlv  difcoverable  by  the  in- 
troduftion  of  the  finger  per  anum. 
Previous  to  this  operation,  the  rec- 
tum fliould  be  emptied  by  a laxative 
and  clyfter.  The  patient  is  to  be 
placed  leaning  over  a chair,  with 
the  head  bent  much  lower  than  the 
pofteriors.  The  fore-finger  then 
being  dipped  in  oil,  having  pre- 
vioufty  injected  oil  into  the  rectum 
with  a fyringe,  the  finger  is  to  be 
introduced,  the  inlide  downwards, 
the  reverfe  of  examining  the  ftate 
of  the  uterus  in  women.  Then 
gently  prefling  the  finger,  thus  in- 
troduced, on  the  furface  of  the  in- 
teftine,  nigheft  to  the  reftum,  any 
fwelling,  hard  or  foft,  is  eafily 
x perceived 
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fafeft  to  recommend  patience,  and 
fubmiflion  to  temporary  inconve- 
nience, than  to  fly  to  hazardous  ex- 
periments, which  oftener  add  to  the 
affti&ion  than  prove  a cure. 

Thefe  fpongious  enlargements 
of  the  proftate  are  often  incurable. 
The  remedies  neceflary  are  tonics 
of  bark,  zinc,  fteel,  &c.  dry  diet, 
3nd  every  thing  corroborating,  cold 
bath,  or  cold  fea  bathing. 

No  bougie  can  augment  the  vft 
cohejionis . Cauftic  bougies  have 

been  ignorantly  applied  in  thefe 
cafes  of  obftrudfed  urethra  with  the 
greateft  danger  to  the  patient’s  life, 
and  without  the  leaft  probability  of 
fuccefs.  Patients,  under  fiich  cir- 
cumftances,  fliould  fubmit  to  pre- 
fent  inconvenience,  to  avoid  future 
miferv ; but,  like  drowning  men, 
they  catch  at  a ftraw,  believe  anv 
boid  pretender,  fiv  from  honour 
and  integrity,  and  become  the  caufe 
of  their  Own  deftru&ioti.  Bougies 
may  be  ufed  occafionally  as  a pallia- 
tive cure ; more  fliould  not  be 
attempted,  when  tonics,  &:e.  do^ 
not  fucceed. 

In  molt  cafes  of  urethral  impe- 
diments, judicious  internal  treats 
ment  is  neceifary,  and  a ftriift  and 
dry  regimen ; that  the  fecretion  of 
urine  may  be  dimmiflied,  and  the 
urine  rendered  leis  acrid  by  the  mu- 
Gilagirious  drinks,  &c. 

All  debauches  of  wine,  fpirits, 
&c.  fliould  be  ftriftly  forbid ; but 
fome  patients  will  break  through 
all  rules,  become  the  authors  of 

their 
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perceived  by  all  who  well  under- 
ftand  the  anatomy  of  the  part ; by 
all  others  the  cafe  cannot  well  be 
Under  flood,. 

In  this  diforder  a great  refiflance 
is  experienced  in  voiding  urine, 
which  is  fometimes  flreaked  with 
blood,  and  commonly  flows  with 
glairy  mucus,  that  finks  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  urine. 

Thefe  cafes  are  not  fo  dangerous 
as  troublefome,  unlefs  injudicious 
remedies  be  applied.  It  is  one  of 
the  difeafesthat  happens  in  advanced 
age  to  perfons  who  have  had  the  ve- 
nereal infection  frequently,  in  the 
former  part  of  their  life  ; or  to  thofe 
who  have  been  much  addi&ed  to 
over-exertion  in  venereal  pieafures. 

VJ.  SCIRRHUS,  OR  HARDNESS 

AND  SWELLING  OF  THE  PRO- 
STATE GLAND. 

The  proftate,  like  other  glands 
contiguous  to  the  genital  parts,  from 
venereal  infection,  is  fubjeft  to 
feirrhofity. 

It  is  difcoverable  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a bougie,  and  an  exami- 
nation per  anurn , reflecting  on  the 
anatomical  fituation  of  this  urethral 
gland. 

If  it  be  large,  it  impedes  not  only 
the  urine,  in  particular,  but  like- 
wife,  in  feme  meafure,  the  alvine 
faeces. 

It  is  curable,  o?  incurable,  ac- 
cording to  the  length  of  time  it  may 
have  exifted ; to  the  degree  of  im 
duration  it  may  have  acquired,  ami 
the  probability  of  the  patient’s  con- 
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their  own  deftruCtion,  and  pour 
forth  unmerited  abufe  on  the  me- 
dical profeffion. 

I remember  an  eminent  phyfi- 
cian,  who  had  laboured  many  years 
under  the  prefent  recited  affection. 
He  frequently  confulted  me  by 
letter;  but  his  deferiptions  failed 
of  giving  a precife  idea  of  his  com- 
plaint; bufinefs,  however,  calling 
me  to  the  country  where  he  re- 
fided,  I examined  the  cafe  per 
anurn , and  foon  found  a very  en- 
larged proftate,  of  a fpongy  tex- 
ture. Tonics,  cold  bath,  and  all 
rational  remedies,  were  tried  in  vain ; 
for  he  languished  many  years  iu 
mifery,  and  lately  died  heCtic. — 
What  havock  would  cauftic  bou- 
gies make  in  fuch  a cafe? 

Hemlock,  though  commonly  pre- 
ferred, as  in  other  feirrhous  glands, 
always  fails,  therefore  ought  to  be 
rejected. 

If  any  perfon  flill  Ihould  doubt 
the  inefficacy  of  hemlock,  let  the  let- 
ter on  medical  vanity  be  read,  in  the 
firft  volume  of  the  Rational  PraCbice 
of  Phyfic;  this  was  written  in  1773, 
and  I have  had  no  reafon  to  change 
my  fentiments  on  this  hemlock 
impofition,  which  De  Haen,  on  the 
fpot  at  Vienna,  has  fully  proved, 
beyond  the  power  of  refutation. 

Mineral  alteratives,  fumigations 
of  cinnabar  morning  and  evening, 
daily,  for  a confidcrable  time,  di- 
rected to  the  anus  and  perinaum, 
unguentum  mercuriale  perinaeo  Ct 
ano  applicanduin,  mercurial  clyf- 
ters  of  folutio  hydrargy-ri  can.  oho - 
* vata^ 
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ftitution  co-operating  with  judicious 
treatment. 

M.  Col  de  Villars  obferves,  that 
the  proflate  and  Cowper’s  glands 
are  enlarged;  and  Aftruc  is  exactly 
of  the  fame  fentiment,  when  he 
fays,  “ Par  la  les  proftates  et  les 
veficules  feminaires,  fe  trouvant 
gonflees,  prefleront  l’urethre  qui 
les  touche,  plus  au  moins  fortement, 
fuivant  que  les  excroiffances  fon- 
gueufes  qui  les  remplifient,  feront 
plus  au  moins  gonflees  et  dilatees.’ 
M.  de  la  Faye,  that  excellent  fur- 
geon,  who  has  given  a new  and  im- 
proved edition  of  the  Demonftra- 
tions  of  Dionis,  obferve?,  ‘ The 
difficulty  experienced  in  palfing  the 
found  in  the  venereal  ifehury,  is 
caufed  by  the  fwelling  or  inflam- 
mation of  the  proflate.” 

There  are  few  experienced  prac- 
tical Englifli  furgeons,  who  have 
not  examined  and  known  numerous 
cafes  of  this  nature ; the  major  part 
of  which  evils  may  be  traced  to  owe 
their  origin  to  aflringent  injections, 
or  ill-treated  recent  venereal  infec- 
tion, &c. 

yil,  ULCER  OF  THE  PROSTATE 
GLANP. 

Difcoverable  by  the  fame  means 
as  the  former,  and  by  the  difcharge 
of  purulent  pus,  or  foul  greenilli 
or  yellow  matter,  iffuing  .through 
- the  urethra. 

.It  is  very  difficult  of  cure,  and 
fometimes  incurables;  "1  he  patient 
Janguithes.for  years  with  this  painful 
• difeafe  and  continual  drain,  wither 
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rata,  and  a proper  regimen,  are  the 
moft  probable  means  of  removing 
this  dreadful  diforder. 

Bougies,  armed  with  unguentum 
copaivae  Darani,  oruug.  mercuriale 
camphoratum,  applied  up  the  ure- 
thra, fo  as  never  to  increafe  irrita- 
tion,ought  tobeufed.  Succefs, how- 
ever, does  not  always  crown  the  me  ft 
fkilful  endeavours  to  cure;  in  which 
cafe  the  palliative  method  {hould 
be  adopted,  of  occafionally  intro- 
ducing bougies. 

Cauftic  bougies  have  produced, 
in  this  cafe,  all  the  evils  that  re- 
flecting men  of  experience  have 
forefeen.  Incurable  ulcers,  tor- 
tures, mortification,  death,  have 
fucceeded  their  application. 

A caufticating  furgeon  paffed  a 
cauftic  bougie  up  the  urethra,  which 
immediately  produced  fuch  a vio- 
lent bleeding,  that  a chamber-pot 
was  foon  filled  with  blood.  The 
patient,  in  a plaintive  tone,  obferv- 
jng  the  lofs  of  blood  made  him 
faint,  the  furgeon,  with  a fang /void, 
replied,  Get  another  pot  then,  aud 
fill  it  with  blood  alfb  ! ! ! 

The  faline  particles  of  the  urine, 
coming  into  contact  with  the  ulcer 
in  palling,  keep  up  a conftant 
irritation,  aud  occaflon  the  diffi- 
culty of  cure.  A fyringe  with  a 
Ion v tube  ftiould  be  paffed  up  the 
urethra,  and  the  lotio  penetrans  in- 
jected, fo  as  to  touch  the  ulcer, 
three  or  four  times  a day.  A 
ftronger  proportion  than  one  grain 
to  half  a pint  of  aqua  diftillaui 
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without  hectic  fymptoms,  and  at 
lt\ft  peri  dies. 

This  is  one  of  the  moft  danger- 
ous effects  of  aftringent  injections, 
and  other  mal-praCtices,  in  treating 
the  urethritis  venerea,  when  recent. 
A terrible  cafe  will  hereafter  be 
related  of  the  fatal  effeCts  of  aftrin- 
gents,  which  muft  ftrike  every 
feeling  mind  with  pity  for  the  fuf- 
ferer,  and  vengeance  for  the  authors 
of  human  mifery. 

M.  Ajh-uc  fays,  “ Qne  I’ulcere, 
de  leger  et  fuperficiel  qu’il  eteit 
d’abord,  doit  devenir  neceffairement 
malin,  ififtuleux,  et  calleux;  que 
loin  de  pouvoir  etre  deterge,  il  de- 
viendra  chaque  jour  plus  lordide, 
a caufe  qu'il  eft  continuellement 
arrofe  d’une  femence  purulente,  et 
d’  une  urine  fort  acre.” 

An  eminent  phyfician  had  near- 
ly loft  his  life  by  imprudently  fuf- 
fering  a cauftic  bougie  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  proftate.  The  quantity 
of  blood  loft  was  immenfe,  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  reftrained. 

VIII.  CONTRACTION  OF  THE 
NECK  OF  THE  BLADDER. 

This  may  arife  from  nervous 
fvmpathy ; various  difeafes  of  the 
kidneys,  ureters,  bladder ; from  ul- 
cers, tumours,  &c.  fituated  near  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  preffing  on  the 
fphin&er;  from  various  irritating 
powers ; from  the  part  itfelf  being 
thickened,  and  in  a ftate  of  tumefac- 
tion. 

The  detrufores  ur'mee , See.  with 
difficulty  counteract  the  refiftance  o'f 
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would  be  too  irritating  for  the  fen- 
fible  membranes  of  the  urethra. 

Internally,  folutio  antimonialis 
mercurialis  is  proper,  or  other  al- 
teratives, with  demulcent  drinks, 
avoiding  large  draughts  of  every 
thing  ftimulaiing. 

Bougies  ot  Damn,  armed  with 
aethiops  mineral,  calomel,  are  like- 
wife  proper;  or  turbith  mineral  to 
deterge  the  ulcer:  but  thefe  appli- 
cations, and  all  others,  lliould  be 
ufed  with  the  utmoft  caution;  left, 
in  endeavouring  to  remove  a dif- 
treffing  evil,  evils  of  much  greater 
magnitude  may  be  experienced. 

It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  a 
great  length  of  time,  joined  with  the 
tkilfulleft  management,  can  alone 
relieve  this  terrible  affeCtion. 

Dry  diet,  ftriCt  regimen,  mineral 
alteratives,  fumigations,  and  medi* 
cated  fuppurating  bougies,  hou> 
ever,  have  cured  fome  of  thefe 
very  diftreffing  complaints. 


According  to  the  variety  of  caufes, 
fo  muft  this  affeCHou  be  treated. 
In  fome  cafes,  antifpafmodics,  ole- 
aginous mixtures  with  opium,  warm 
bath,  fumigations  of  cinnabar  to 
the  perinseum,  anus,  &c.  are  necef- 
fary.  Whatever  the  irritating 
powers  may  be,  after  firft  invefti- 
gating  the  caufe,  they  fhould  be,  if 
poffible,  removed. 

Thickened  coats  of  the  bladder 
are  often  irremediable. 

In  the  contraction,  the  ingenious 
r a Mr. 
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the  contraction,  in  their  efforts  to 
overcome  the  obftacle.  When  a 
ftimulus  to  void  urine  arifes,  the 
whole  bladder  fufFers,  and  in  time 
becomes  difeafed.  By  its  frequent 
exertions  it  lofes  a great  part  of  its 
functions,  and  it  diminifhes  in  the 
power  of  dilatation ; the  ufual  quan- 
tity of  urine  cannot  be  retained. 

A fmall  portion  of  water  excites  a 
painful  defire  to  evacuate  the  blad- 
der, which  is  often  effected  with 
great  difficulty,  in  a fmall  fiream, 
by  fpurts,  or  drop  by  drop.  Blood 
or  mucus  is  fometimes  mixed  with 
the  urine. 

XX.  CONCRETION  OF  THE  .URE- 
THR  A. 

The  concretion  of  the  urethra 
arifes  from  the  furface  cf  the  oppo- 
fite  fides  being  excoriated,  or  ul- 
cerated ; and  as  the  new  parts  flioot 
out,  the  fibres  inofculate,  forming 
a bridge  or  band  acrofs  the  urinary 
canal. 

In  this  manner  fingers,  from 
burns  or  fcalds,  if  not  drefftd  with 
feparate  drefiings,  have  united  *. 

Thefe  bands  or  concretions  of 
the  urethra  are  commonly  of  a 
loofe  fpongeous  texture,  and  are 
eafily  broken  down  by  a bougie,  if 
they  have  not  been  of  long  continu- 
ance. The  difficulty  of  voiding 
urine  fo  alarms  patients  in  general, 
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Mr.  Jefle  Foot  has  revived  vejica; 
lotura , which  has  fucceeded,  it  is 
faid,  in  numerous  inftances. 

If  alleviation  of  fymptoms  alone 
be  the  confequence  of  this  prac- 
tice, it  is  of  great  importance  to 
fociety.  It  often  happens,  par- 
ticularly in  old  age,  that  difeafes 
arife,  which  the  art  cannot  radically 
cure  : in  fuch  cafes  phyficians  and 
patients  fliould  be  content  with  a 
palliation  of  the  fymptoms. 

In  fome  cafes  a flexible  catheter, 
kept  in  the  bladder  occasionally, 
dilates  the  contracted  neck ; but  in 
other  inftances,  the  irritation  is  fo 
great  that  it  is  infupportable. 

Thefe  concretions  are  prevented 
if  a bougie  be  introduced  before 
the  inofculation  be  completed ; for 
the  tender  fibrillce  are  eafily  broken 
down : no  violence,  however,  fhould 
be  ufed,  left  the  cafe  be  miftaken. 

After  a bougie  has  been  intro- 
duced beyond  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
ord er,  the  unguentum  copaivte  of 
Daran  may  be  fmeared  on  every 
bougie  introduced,  until  a copious 
difeharge  prove  that  proper  fuppu- 
ration  and  increafed  mucal  fecre- 
tion  are  the  confequence.  The  cure, 
afterwards,  may  be  effected  by  the 
fame  rules  that  have  been  given 
in  the  bougie  cafes,  already  ex- 
plained under  the  firft  three  heads. 

As  to  cauftic  bougies  in  thefe 
concretions, 


* I remember  an  inftance  of  a man  having  been  burnt  on  the  fingers  by  a 
flaffi  of  gunpowder ; ^ carelefs  young  afliftant  dreffed  the  wound,  without 
reflecting  on  the  neceflity  of  applying  the  drefiing  round  each  finger,  fepa- 
rately,  by  which  means  two  of  them  grew  together,  which  I was  obliged  to 
feparate  with  a fcalpel. 
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that  before  the  canal  be  much  ob- 
ftrufted,  chirurgical  aiiiftance  is 
foliated. 

X-  ABSCESSES,  ULCERS,  AND 
t ASTLY  FISTULOUS  ORIFICES 
IN  PER  I N HIO,  COMMUNICAT- 
ING WITH  THE  URETHRA, 
THROUGH  WHICH  A PART  OF 
THE  URINE  PASSES. 

On  fiipprefiirig  venereal  running 
•by  powerful  fedatives  or  ajiringents , 
inflammation  happens  not  unfre- 
quently,  near  the  proftate  gland, 
veramontanum,  &c.  From  in- 
flammation, if  not  cured  by  refo- 
lution,  abfcefles  are  formed ; fome- 
times  the  urine  breahs  through  the 
ruptured  membranes  which  line 
the  urethra,  and  Alls  all  the  cells  of 
the  cellular  ftrufture,  &c. : in  other 
inftances  the  abfcefs  forms  under 
she  urethra,  bends  its  courfe  to 
fome  part  of  the  perinteum,  and 
fuppurates. 

Suppurations  in  thefe  parts  are 
fometimes  flow  in  their  prdgrefs, 
attended  with  exquifite  pain ; and 
the  nearer  they  happen  to  be  feated 
to  the  collum  vefeur,  fo  much  greater 
will  be  the  irritation,  pain  in  void- 
ing urine,  with  tendmus,  lirangury, 
dvfurv,  and  even  ifchury. 

Tliefeinflamed  tumours,  increaf- 
ing  in  magnitude  and  diftending  the 
parts,  feem  to  drag  the  collum  vefica 
and  adjacents  out  of  their  exaft 
fituation,  to  ftretch,  or  violently 
afFeft  the  nervous  fibres,  or  furculi, 
&c.  of  thefe  very  fenfible  and  im- 
portant 
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concretions,  who  can  be  certain  of 
their  aftion  on  the  part  or  parts 
only  to  bedeftroyed?  will  they  not 
equally  aft  on  the  corpus  fpongio- 
fum? 

If  the  venereal  running;  be  fud- 
denly  fupprefled  by  any  caufe,  and 
fymptoms  of  ftrangury,  dvfury, 
ifchury,  or  total  fuppveflion  of 
urine  fliould  happen,  the  difeharge 
fliould  be  immediately  folicited  by 
a medicated  bougie. 

All  inflammations  of  the  urethra, 
or  commencing  abfcelles,  from  fup- 
prefled difeharge,  may  be  thus  fome- 
times removed  if  the  method  be 
prafticable. 

It.  happens  in  fome  very  violent 
inflammations  from  this  fource,  that 
neither  bougie  nor  catheter  can 
be  introduced,  without  great  force 
and  danger  to  the  patient;  in  which 
infl&nces,  large  bleedings  from  the 
arm,  powerful  antiphlogiftics,  .ca- 
thartics, peiiLluvium,  and  univerfal 
w'arm  baths,  promptly  adminiflered 
and  repeated,  are  firft  proper ; but 
if  thefe  fliould  not  fucceed,  and 
every  rational  method  of  relief  fail, 
in  total  fuppreflion  of  urine,  three 
operations  are  performed,  accord- 
ing to  circum fiances : 

Punfture  in  the  perinaeum. 

Perforation  of  the  bladder  through 
the  reftum. 

Incifion  into  the  bladder  above 
the  fymphyfis  pubis. 

It  is  for  fkilful  praftical  furgeons 
to  determine  which  may  be  moil 
proper. 

In  cafes,  wherein  the  urine  pafles 
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portant  functions,  fo  that  the  mod 
excruciating  tortures  are  experi- 
enced. The  reftum?  bladder,  and 
urethra,  are  forced  into  a violent 
commotion,  and  the  miferies  of  the 
patient*  whilft  the  fuppuration  is 
forming  its  way  outwardly,  are 
truly  deplorable.  If  this  be  not 
the  cafe  in  all,  yet  it  happens  in 
many  inftance3.  The  art  of  fur- 
gery  cannot,  with  judgment,  give 
relief  until  the  matter  points  and  is 
perceived  externally  in  perinseo, 
&c.  with  its  ufual  concomitant  of 
.fluctuation,  &c. 

If  the  urethra  efcape,  the  danger 
is  lefs;  the  cafe  is  more  painful 
and  troublefome  than  dangerous: 
but  this  mull  be  always  understood, 
in  proportion  as  it  impedes,  more 
or  lefs,  the  evacuation  of  urine, 
faeces,  &c.  and  as  it  may  be  attend- 
ed with  greater  or  lefs  pain,  &c. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  gan- 
grene is  the  confequence  of  thefe 
lamentable  affeCtions ; and  if  the 
patient  efcape  death,  a lofs  of  parts, 
greater  or  lefs,  follows. 

The  remains  of  thefe  difaders 
are  filtulous  ulcers  about  the  anus 
and  perintEum,  from  which,  if 
they  communicate  with  the  urethra, 
urine  frequently  iffues,  occafioning 
the  greateft  miferv,  fometimes  fimi- 
lar  to  the  dronged  labour  pains; 
tremors,  groans,  cries,  and  lament- 
ations are  frequently  heard;  fo  tint 
the  feene  of  accumulated  miferv  is 
dreadful  to  the  feelinps  of  every 
humane  beholder  of  thefe  frightful 
afflictions.  Sometimes  there  are 
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into  the  cellular  druChire,  a bougie, 
or  catheter  of  the  eladic  gum,  fliould 
pafs  down  the  urethra,  and  be  left 
in  the  bladder,  that  the  urine  may 
iflue  through  tllb  catheter,  if  this  be 
practicable ; but  to  fome  very  irri- 
table patients  this  is  impoffible,  in 
which  indance  the  art  of  furgerv  is 
obliged  fometimes  to  relinquifh  the 
true  iiidiCation  Of  cure,  and  fubmit 
pro  tempore  to  the  contraindication 
that  the  great  fenfibility  of  the  ure- 
thra and  difeaft  of  the  parts  demand. 
Thefe  are  truly  calamitous  cafes; 
horrid  to  the  futfering  patient,  and 
extremely  difficult  to  the  moft  Ikil- 
ful  artifts  in  furgerv. 

By  patience,  humanity,  fcience, 
and  attention  to  cirCumdances, 
fuch  caffs  are  fometimes  conquer- 
able. 

When  the  abfeefs  has  formed,  it 
mud  be  opened  as  early  as  poflible, 
for  delay  often  produces  imminent 
danger  to  the  parts,  which,  at  times, 
feem  to  be  affeCled  with  convulfive 
twitchings,  total  inability  to  urine, 
except  in  exquifite  pain,  until  the 
matter  of  the  abfcefsbe  evacuated. 

When,  the  urine  occupies  the 
corpus  Jhongrofum  penis , perinceum , 
ferotum,  & c.  threatening  gangrene, 
all  the  remedies,  both  internal  and 
external,  for  mortification,  fliould 
be  preferibed'. 

Antifeptics,  in  the  form  of  fo- 
mentations, cataplafms  with  cam- 
phor, &c.  bark,  vitriolated  zinc, 
vitriolic  acid,  and  opiates,  are  to  be 
adminidered  in  defperate  cafes.  An 
adherence  to  found  practice,  avoid- 
' ing 
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three  or  four  openings  externally, 
from  which  the  urine  is  frequently 
dribbling ; and,  to  add  to  the  tragic 
fcene,  the  neck  of  the  bladder  is  fo 
much  contrafred,  that  neither  bou- 
gie nor  catheter  can  pafs  without 
more  force  than  prudent  practice 
may  permit. 

Such  have  heen  the  confequences 
of  fuffering  claps  to  cure  them- 
felves,  by  leaving  them  to  nature : 
fuch  have  been  the  effects  of  im- 
prudent aflringent  and  fedative  in- 
jections. Though  I have  no  incli- 
nation to  write  cafes , but  rather  to 
give  the  refult  of  a very  long  expe- 
rience ; yet  the  annexed  cafe  may 
not  here  be  improper,  as  a warning 
to  voung  practitioners  *.  If  cafe- 
writing 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 
ing  all  novel  untried  projedts  and 
experiments,  are  the  only  means  of 
having  the  genital  parts  or  the  pa- 
tient’s life. 

The  accurate  and  fkilful  treat- 
ment of  fiftulous  ulcers  in  perinteo, 
ano,  or  adjacent  parts,  requires  a 
much  longer  confederation  than  the 
brevity  of  the  prefent  work  admits. 

Fumigations  of  cinnabar,  fponge 
tents  properly  prepared,  the  de- 
ftruCtion  of  external  callofities  by 
caufticum  camphor  at  um , alteratives, 
internally,  long  continued,  and  at- 
tention to  the  variety  of  circum- 
ftances  accompanying  thefe  dread- 
ful complaints,  fucceed  in  curing 
or  greatly  relieving  the  mod  defpe- 
rate  cafes  ■,  whilft  large  incifions,  or 

a too 


* A gentleman,  of  great  fortune  and  refpeftability,  applied  to  the  late 
Mr.  John  Hunter  for  the  cure  of  a frelh-con  traded  clap.  He  was  told  that 
the  running  ihould  have  its  courfe,  for,  if  let  alone,  it  would  cure  jtfelf. 
The  confidence  of  the  patient  in  this  eccentric  furgeon,  induced  him  to 
negledt  any  mode  of  cure.  The  running,  tealding,  &c.  were  difregarded 
for  many  months.  The  patient  then  applied  to  Mr.  Tomkins,  who  threw 
up  aftringent  injedlions ; as  I remember  the  fame  gentleman  did  to  an 
officer  in  the  Guards,  which  had  nearly  coft  him  his  life.  Inflammation  of 
the  urethra,  proflate,  and  perinamm,  was  the  immediate  confequence.  Three 
feparate  abfeeffes  had  formed,  two  in  perinaeo,  and  one  near  the  fide  of  the 
anus.  The  urine  paffed  through  all  thefe  openings,  and  a fourth,  that  had 
formed  not  long  before  I firft  faw  this  truly  afflided  patient.  Thefinufes  of 
all  thefe  fiftulous  ulcers  ran  in  different  diredions,  perhaps  to  one  common 
trunk,  which  alone  communicated  with  the  urinary  canal.  The  neck  of 
the  bladder  was  fo  contracted,  either  by  the  preffure  of  indurated  fwellings, 
or  other  caufes,  that  it  was  with  great  caution  and  difficulty  the  fmalleft 
fized  bougie  could  pafs.  The  fymptoms  attending  the  cafe  were  terrible. 
Every  ten  minutes  or  quarter  of  an  hour  the  patient  was  thrown  into  the 
greatefl  dread  and  agitation,  from  the  molt  torturing  irritation,  occafioned 
by  the  efforts  of  the  flimulated  bladder  to  void  the  urine.  Tremors, 
groans,  lamentable  cries,  dreadful  convulfions  and  diflortions  of  the  coun- 
tenance and  of  the  whole  body,  and  alternate  pallor  and  floridity  in  the 
face,  with  flaring  eyes,  from  (training  to  overcome  the  urethral  impediments. 


were 
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writing  ■were  my  obje£V,  I could 
give  a folio  volume  of  various  dif- 
afters,  happening  from  thofe  rafh 

praitlces. 


Remedies  and  Treatment. 


a too  free  ufe  of  the  knife,  havtf 
frequently  led  the  patient  to  a linger  • 
ing  and  painful  diffolution. 


It 


were  almod  conffant.  The  return  was  frequently  drawn  up  with-  great  force, 
with  tcnefmus  or  frequent  defire  of  going  to  (tool.  Many  external  and  vifible 
appearances  demondrated  the  racking  tortures  experienced  internally  by  the 
unfortunate  patient.  Surgeons  of  the  firft  eminence  for  (kill  and  probity  had 
been  confulted;  and  it  was  feldom,  with  repeated  trials,  that  the  fmalleft 
catheter  or  bougie  could  be  paffed  through  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  fo  con- 
rrafled  was  the  canal  in  that  part.  When  the  urine  dribbled  through  the 
finuOMS  fidukms  ulcers,  it  was  mixed  with  purulent  matter,  and  what 
little  made  its  exit  through  the  contracted  urethra  had  the  fame  appearance. 
Such  was  the  miferable  fituation  of  the  patient ; and  all  thefe  dreadful  fymp- 
toms  were  frequently  accompanied  with  naufca  or  vomitings,  cold  fhiver- 
ings,  and  frequent  fymptomatic  fever.  The  patient  was  neatly  exhaufled 
by  watchings,  anxiety,  grief,  pain,  and  defpair.  Under  thefe  circumdanccs 
I was  confulted  by  a refpetable  medical  gentleman  in  attendance;  who- 
fiad  feen,  in  a very  bad  cafe  of  ftftulous  ulcers  about  the  anus,  the  fuccefs 
of  fumigations,  medicated  fponge  tents,  and  pilulae  alterarrtes  iortiores,  &c. 
recommended  by  me,  and  which  the  fame  gentleman  condefcended  to 
ftriaiy  purfue  in  the  prefent  cafe ; for  without  fech  implicit  acquiefca.ee 
nothing  can  be  expeted  in  fuch  defperate  cafes. 

From  the  confideration  of  this  truly  deplorable  cafe,  in  e\erv  point  of 
view,  it  occurred  that  the  following  indications  of  cure  were  molt  rational : 

1.  To  alleviate  the  mofl  preding  fymptoms  by  mucilaginous  preparations, 

anodyne  clyflers,  opiates,  and  demulcent,  innocent,  mild  diet. 

2.  To  attempt  the  deterging,  incarning,  and  cicatnfing  fome  or  the 
filhilous  ulcers  by  fponge  tents,  on  which  was  rubbed  bydrargyrus  nut  atm 

ruber,  finely  levigated.  _ 

3.  To  endeavour  to  foften  the  furrounding  callofities,  and  to  reduce  the 

ulcers  to  a Ampler  and  more  healing  (late,  by  cinnabarine  fumigations,  ap- 
plied to  the  perinaeum  and  orifice  of  the  anus,  mane  et  noEle,  conveyed  by 
the  Ample  fumigating  machine  already  mentioned. 

A mid  (I  all  this  mifery,  thefe  plans  were  mod  judicioufiy  executed  by  the 
attending  gentleman;  and,  by  perfeverance,  two  of  the  ulcers  were,  in 
the  courfe  of  about  two  months,  deterged,  incarned,  and  cicatnfed.  I lie 
third  was  in  a very  favourable  fiate,  and  all  the  fymptoms  wire  greatly 
mitigated.  One  of  thefifiulous ulcers  I thought  it  would  be  mod  prudent  not 
to  attempt  the  cure  of,  were  it  practicable,  led,  in  the  very  contracted  date 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  a total  fnppie.Tion  of  urine  might  have  been  the 
confequence,  mortification,  and  death.  At  this  time  the  gentleman  was 
defirous  of  being  removed  into  the  country,  to  be  under  the  care  of  a peti- 
tioner in  whom  lie  placed  great  confidence,  and  to  whom  I communicated 

every 
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It  will  be  neceflary  to  remark, 
that  fnrgeons  in  general  feem  to 
know  very  little  of  the  excellent 
Jfnd  manifold  ufes  of  fponge  tents 
united  to  proper  medicaments,  cin- 
nabarine  fumigations,  and  fome 
other  important  pra&ices  in  the 
cure  of  fiftulous,  venereal,  and 
cancerous  ulcers. 

t 

Extraordinary  cures  are  often 
performed  by  a complete  fcience  of 
thefe  mild  auxiliaries,  however  they 
may  militate  again  ft  preconceived 
opinions  and  prejudices. 

THE 

every  idea  that  I could  fugged  for  his  benefit.  The  cafe,  as  may  be  eafily 
feen  by  experienced  practitioners,  was  not  perfectly  curable;  but  a great 
part  of  the  mod  violent  fymptoms  were  much  mitigated,  and,  with  fome 
inconveniences,  a life  lias  been  preferved  for  about  four  years  or  more, 
fince  I gave  my  directions  to  the  country  praftitioner. 

A young  married  medical  gentleman,  in  my  neighbourhood,  having 
contracted  a gonorrhoea,  and  withing  to  conceal  the  diforder  from  his  wife, 
took  the  refolution  of  ufingan  aftringent  injeaion. 

In  a fliort  time  the  mod  painful  fenfations  were  experienced  in  the  urethra, 
vhich,  he  exprefled,  was  like  a flame  of  fire  burning  the  paffage  of  urine. 
Soon  after  fucceeded  dreadful  agonies,  and  the  patient  called  up  the  medical 
gentleman  with  whom  he  redded,  my  mod  intimate  friend,  declaring  em- 
phatically, that  if  he  had  been  fcarified,  peppered,  falted,  and  then  broiled 
on  a gridiron,  he  fliould  not  fuff'er  half  fo  much  mifery  as  lie  then  felt  1 

Surgeons  of  the  firft  eminence  were  foon  confulted,  and  no  exertions  that 
art  or  humanity  could  fuggeft  were  omitted ; but  the  patient  fuffered  the 
1110ft  frightful  tortures.  The  urine  was  drawn  off,  a few  days,  with  great 
pain  and  difficulty.  Mifery  fucceeded  mifery.  Nothing  was  heard  but 
dreadful,  yet  unavailing  lamentations.  A total  fuppreffion  of  urine,  cold 
ftiiverings,  the  concomitant  of  abfeefs  forming,  the  molt  painful  fymptoms, 
with  a conftant  effort  to  urine,  without  elfeCt  :*  ffirieks,  groans,  tremors' 
and  the  moft  prefling  tortures,  and  cold  fweats,  convulfions,  and  faintings’ 
were  foon  fucceeded  by  the  greateft  favourer  of  fuch  calamity,  death. 

The  unfortunate  patient  prayed  fervently  for  a fpeedy  diflblt/.tion,  whilft 
lie  retained  his  recolledion. 

The  excellent  furgeon,  the  late  Mr.  Percival  Pott,  was  called,  and  with 
his  ufual  quicknefs,  penetration,  prefeience,  and  judgment,  declared  the 

s / cafe 
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practices,  which  the  moft  learned 
have  ever  reprobated. 

To  the  cafe  already  recited,  ano- 
ther may  be  added,  where  an  aftrin- 
gent  inje&ion  produced  horrid  fymp- 
toms, and  proved  fatal  to  a medical 
praftitioner,  who  applied  that  re- 
medy in  hopes  of  a rapid  cure,  for 
the  purpofe  of  concealing  a go- 
norrhoea; but  the  practice  brought 
the  unfortunate  patient  to  an  un- 
timely grave  y\ 
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r-pHE  compofition  of  Mr.  Daran’s  bougies,  unguents,  See. 

1 lhall  be  delivered  in  the  original  language  of  the  author,  by 
which  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  this  great  furgeon,  for  the 
cure  of  ftriaures  of  the  urethra,  did  not  depend  on  mere  dila- 
tation of  the  urinary  canal ; but  on  medicated  bougies,  capable  of 
aaing  on  the  urethral  membranes,  mucal  glands,  produdive  of  a 
difeharge  that  gradually  removed  thoufands  of  ftriaures.  The 
joint  teftimonies  in  favour  of  Mr.  Daran’s  bougies  are  not  from 
obfeure  medical  and  chirurgical  praditioners;  but  from  many  of 
the  moft  eminent  furious  and  phyficians  that  have  flounftred 
for  thefe  laft  fixty  years,  in  Italy,  .France,  England,  and  every 
part  of  Europe,  and  even  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  America, 
&c.  Princes,  men  of  the  firft  rank,  merchants,  and  inferiors  of 
-very  denomination,  have  experienced  the  fuperior  efficacy  of 
M.  Daran’s  (kill  in  thofe  cafes,  teftified  by  the  warmed  ex- 
preffions  of  gratitude.  Proofs  fo  numerous  and  interefting, 
cafes  fo  decidedly  difficult,  that  had  refilled  all  other  previous 
attempts  to  cure,  leave  the  high  reputation  of  the  inventor  above 
the  reach  of  malevolence  and  detradion.  It  only  remains  for 
humane  furgeons  to  imitate  this  author  and  alleviator  of  inexp^ef- 
ftbk  mifery,  and  to  endeavour,  by  obfervation  and  attention  to 
caufes  and  effieds,  to  acquire,  by  fuccefsful  experience,  an  honour- 
able  fame,  ftmilar  to  that  which  the  celebrated  M.  Daran  fo  juftl) 
merited  juft  notions  of  the  difeafes  and  remedies  will  certainly, 
above  all  otter  means,  chafe  from  the  art  of  furgery  the  dreadful 
application  of  cauftic  bougies,  which  has  lately  fo  infatuated 
nlny  credulous  furgeons,  who  are  refpedable  in  moft  other  re- 

fpedH. 

cafe  to  be  ahfcelTcd  proliate,  &c.  from  the  injeaion,  and  tbit r il :»»>*> 
,„ove  fatal ; nor  would  all  the  powers  of  medicine  or  forgery  ««"  ' 

C!  ™s  prediaion  was  foo.r  verified,  and  difieaion  gf 

ulcer,  tumour,  and  mortification  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  adjacent 

P*A’varirtfof  f.tch  cafes  might  he  produced;  but  this  being  a linking 
infiance  of  an  ufeful  life  being  evidently  loll  by  the  appl.cat.on  of 

produce  a fpeedy  cure;  it  is  hoped  it  may  have  a proper  weight,  ami 
deJr  future  p.Llit.oners  from  the  admSffioii  of  fuel,  dellrufl.ve  praebces. 
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' LES  MALADIES  DE  l’uRETHRE. 


On  en  diftingue 

Preparation  des  premieres  Bougies. 

II  faut  prendre  des  feuilles  de 
cigue,  de  nicotiane,  de  lotier  odo- 
rant, ou  treffe  mtifque,  de  flenrs 
et  feuilles  de  mille  pertuis,  une 
grande  poignee  de  chacune,  eou- 
pees,  menues  et  haehees.  Les  mettre 
dans  un  chaudron  avec  dix  livres 
d’huile  de  noix.  Ajoutez  une  livre, 
de  fiente  de  brebis  feehe ; pofez  le 
chaudron  fur  un  feu  modere,  et 
faites  bien  cuire  pes  plantes  jufqu’a 
ce  qu’elies  foient  cotnme  riflolees; 
paflez  enfuite  le  tout  a travers  un 
linge  avec  une  forte  expreflion. 
Remettez  l’huile  dans  le  chaudron 
bien  nettoye  fur  le  feu;  melez  y 
irois  livres  de  faindoux  et  trois 
livres  de  fuif  de  mouton ; et  lorfque 
tout  eft  bien  fondu  et  bien  chaud 
ajoutez-y  pen-apeu  huit  livres  de 
litarge  en  poudre  bien  fine,  en 
remuant  toujours  avec  une  palette 
de  bois,  pour  que  le  litarge  ne 
s’attache  pas  au  fond  du  chaudron  [ 
laiflez  bouillir  le  tout  a petit  feu 
pendant  une  heure;  apres  quoi 
vous  y ajouterez  encore  deux  livres 
decirejaune;  et  vous  continuerez 
a faire  bouillir  jufqu’a  ce  que  la 
matiere  foit  d’une  bonne  confif- 
tance  * ; alors  vous  y tremperez  de 


les  moyennes,  et  les  petites. 

la  toile  a demi  ufee,,de  huit  pouces 
de  large  fur  trente  fix  de  long,  et 
vous  en  couperez  de  petites  bandes 
en  languettes.  longues  de  fept 
pouces;  mais plus,  ou  moins  large, 
fuivant  la  grofleur  des  bougies  que 
vous  voulez  faire.  Une  ligne  de 
largeur  donnera  les  bougies  les  plus 
fines,  et  ainfi  de  ligne  en  ligne  juf- 
qu’a quatre,  qui  font  les  plus  groffes, 
ayant  toujours  egard  a I’epaifteur  de 
la  toile. 

Vous  raclerez  les  petites  bandes 
avec  le  dos  d’un  couteau  pour  les 
rendre  bien  unies  et  bien  lilies ; 
vous  les  plierez  fous  vos  doigts 
comme  un  ourlet;  et  vous  les  rou- 
lerez  fur  une  table  bien  unie  avfcc 
une  tablette  de  bois  dur  d’un  demi 
piedde  long,  large  de  quatre  pouces, 
et  d’un  demi -pouce  d’epaiileur, 
jufqu’a  ce  qu’elies  foient  bien 
unies;  de  forte  qu’en  les  palTant 
entre  les  doigts  ou  ne  fente  aucunc 
inegalite.  Elies  doivent  etre  plus 
minces  d’un  bout  que  de  l’autre, 
allant  toujours  en  diminuant;  et  il 
faut  que  }e  petit  bout  foit  arrondi, 
de  faqon  qu’en  l’appliquant  fur  la 
joue  il  ne  pique  point;  alors  les 
bougies  font  faites,  et  on  les  garde 
etendues  et  feparees  fur  une  planche, 


LES  BOUGIES. 

de  trois  fortes : les  grofles, 


* Il  eft  tr^s-eflentiel  qu’elle  ne  foit  ni  trop  feche,  ni  trop  mollc : trap 
feche,  la  bougie  fe  cafleroit  et  blefleroit  le  malade;  trop  molle,  elle  fe  re- 
plieroit  fur  elle-meme,  et  entreroit  difficilement. 
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jufqu’a  ce  qu’elles  foient  aflez 
feches  pour  ne  pas  fe  coller  Pune 
contre  1’  autre. 

Preparation  des  fecondes , ou  moyennes 
Bougies. 

i 

Prenez  une  partie  de  la  compo- 
fiticn  dont  il  a ete  parle  ci-deflus, 
et  deux  parties  de  cire  jaune,  faites 
les  fondre  enfemble,  en  remnant 
toujours.  Quand  le  tout  eft  bouil- 
lant  trempez-y  vetre  toile  comme 
aux  premieres  bougies;  et  coupez 
la  en  petites  bandes  pour  en  former 
des  bougies  moyennes. 

Preparation  des  trof ernes , ou  petites 
Boug  ies. 

II  faut  prendre  une  partie  de  la 
premiere  compofttion  et  quatre 
parties  de  cire  jaune;  et  pour  tout 
le  refte,  faire  de  meme  qu’aux 
premieres  et  fecondes  bougies. 

ONCUENT  ANTIGONORRHI QU  E 

1’OUR  OINDRE  LES  BOUGIES  DE 

LA  PREMIERE  ESI’ECE,  QUAND 

ON  VEUT  EN  FAIRE  USAGE. 

Cet  unguent  eft  compofe  de 
quatre  onces  de  baume  de  copahu 
.et  de  deux  onces  d’emplatre  dedia- 
palme  fondu  au  feu  dans  le  baume. 
Enfuite  il  faut  y ajouter  ur.e  once 
de  fiente  de  brebis  bien  fine,  paflee 
par  un  tamis,  que  vous  melerez 
bien  avec  une  fpatule,  jufqu’a.  ce 
que  la  matiere  foit  refroidie.' 

Les  autres  bougies  fe  frotteront 
avec  de  rhuile  feulement  pour  fa- 
ciliter  leur  introduction  fans  quoi 
elles  n’entreroient  que  difticllement 
et  avec  doulpur. 


Preparation  des  Pilules  antivtne- 
riennes  qu'on  fait  Jirendre  aux  Ma- 
lades  quand  les  Bougies  entrent 
aifement , et  que  les  Objlacles  font 
leves. 

Prenez  du  mercure  doux, 

■ de  la  poudre  de  jalap, 

de  l’efcamonee, 

de  la  gomme  de  gayac, 

De  chacune  de  ces  drogues  une 
once;  faites  en  une  made  avec  ce 
qu’il  faut  de  firop  de  rofe  folutif; 
et  formez  en  des  pilules  de  cinq 
grains  chacune,  que  les  malades 
prendront  tous  les  jours  a la  dofe 
de  deux  ou  trois  pilules  le  foir  en 
fe  couchant  ou  le  matin  en  fe  le- 
vant ; li  le  malade  doit  etre  purge, 
il  en  prendra  cinq  a fix  fuivant  les 
indications  et  les  temperamens. 

A l’egard  des  ptilannes,  elles 
doivent  etre  adouciflantes  et  emo- 
lientes,  legerement  aperatives,  pre- 
parees  avec  des  fleurs  de  guimauve, 
de  bouillon  blanc,  de  pas  d’ane, 
d’hypercon,  et  de  feuilles  de  mauve, 
de  parietaire  et  autres,  toujours 
avec  quelques  grains  de  nitre  puri- 
fic ; le  tout  fuivant  les  circonftances 
ou  fe  trouve  le  malade.  • 

A la  fin  du  traitement,  on  prend 
des  eaux  minerales  ferrugineufes 
pendant  huit  a dix  jours,  a la  dofe 
de  deux,  trois,  quatre  livres  dans 
une  heure  et  demie;  felon  la  qua- 
lite  des  eaux.  C’eft  l’ufage  qui  con- 
duit dans  ce  cas  la  le  medecin  et  le 
malade. 

Thefe  outlines  of  M.  Daran’s 
practice  will  enable  pracftitioners, 
not  prepoflefted  in  favour  of  cauftic 

bougies, 
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bougies,  fo  cruel  in  their  applica- 
tion and  fo  uncertain  in  their  con- 
fequences,  to  adopt  thefe  mild 
modes  of  cure,  which  have  been 
attended  with  every  advantage, 
without  the  rilk  of  the  patient’s  life, 
or  the  production  of  more  mifery 
than  was  experienced  by  the  tinc- 
tures. 

SPONGE  TENTS. 

As  fponge  tents  have  been  much 
negle&ed  in  England,  and  the  freed 
ufe  of  the  knife  adopted  in  their 
dead,  in  many  cafes  of  fidulous 
finuous  ulcers,  gun-diot  wounds, 
and  in  all  cafes  wherein  counter- 
openings are  to  be  preferved  to 
promote  a difcharge  to  dependent 
parts,  or  to  foften  callofities  in  ex- 
ternal openings  of  finuous  ulcers, 
&c.  &c.  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
obferve,  that  they  are  prepared  in 
the  following  manner : 

Fine  pieces  of  fponge  are  to  be 
fird  dried,  then  they  are  to  be 
dipped  in  an  unguent,  compofed  of 
one  third  oil  and  two  thirds  yellow 
wax;  or,  if  required  fofter,  equal 
parts  of  oil  and  wax  may  be  ufed. 
As  the  fponge,  thus  dipped,  cools, 
It  is  to  be  placed  in  a prefs,  or 
covered  by  a heavy  weight  between 


two  boards,  and  differed  to  cool. 
When  ufed,  the  fponge  thus  pre- 
pared is  to  be  cut  according  to  the 
fize  of  the  part  for  which  it  is  to  be 
ufed,  and  fecured  with  thread  or 
fi Ik,  led  when  fwellecl  and  dilating 
the  finus  of  any  ulcer,  &c.  it 
would  with  difficulty  be  extracted. 

The  medicaments  to  be  ufed  on 
the  prepared  fponge  are  hydrargyrum 
ni  trains  ruber,  pul  vis  Jab  hue,  or 
antimonhtm  tartar fatum,  according 
to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  may 
be  applied. 

In  all  cafes  wherein  only  dilata- 
tion of  the  finus  is  the  objeCt,  the 
fponge  tent  alone  will  anfwer  every 
purpofe. 

It  diould  be  recollected,  that 
any  cure  edVcted  by  fponge  tents 
requires  patience  and  perfeverancej 
or  no  curative  effeCls  need  be  ex- 
pected. The  knife  may  be  more 
rapid  in  removing  many  difeafed 
parts ; but  it  is  more  cruel  than  the 
application  of  fponge  tents.  Sur- 
gery diould  adopt  the  milded  modes 
of  treatment,  wherever  they  may 
be  practicable.  Thofe  who  cure 
patients  without  cruel  operations  are 
to  be  preferred  to  thofe,  who  in 
mod  cafes,  however  trivial,  have 
recourfe  to  the  dedruCtive  fcalpel 


* When  fird  I entered  into  the  profedion,  and  many  years  afterwards, 
it  was  the  fadiion  to  make  large  incifions  in  mod  cafes,  to  cut  out  pieces  of 
the  integuments  and  difeafed  parts  in  abfccd’es,  buboes,  &c.  and  to  dilate 
cruelly  in  gun-diot  wounds.  Sometimes  large  openings  may  be  neceffary, 
but  in  general  not ; and  the  furgeon  who  well  comprehends  the  ufe  of  the 
feton,  of  Richter’s  acus  celatus,  will  perform  wonderful  cures,  frequently, 
without  many  of  thofe  barbarous  methods,  which,  to  the  honour  of  the 
prefent  mod  excellent  artids,  are  daily  meliorating,  except  in  urethral 
driCtures, 


OW 


( G4'  > 


ON  the  pretended  radical  cure  of  the  foregoing 

AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  URETHRA  BY  CAUSTIC  BOUGIES; 

WITH  THE  DANGEROUS  AND  FATAL  CONSEQUENCES  OF 

THE  PRACTICE. 

A NY  medical  delufion,  that  has  the  air  of  novelty,  however 
irrational  in  principle,  or  deftruflive  in  confequences,  is 
fure  of  obtaining  temporary  admiration  ; not  only  from  a certain 
elafs  in  the  profeihon,  but  from  the  credulous  and  uninformed 
part  of  mankind  in  general.  The  former,  as  they  ftiould  know 
better,  are  inexcufabfe,  and  deferve  fevere  cenfure ; the  latter, 
as  their  errors  anfe  from  an  ignorance  in  the  art,  merit  pity  and 
eommiferation. 

Amongft  many  wild  projectors  of  the  prefent  day,  none  have 
produced  more  mifehief  than  the  patronifers  and  pradifers  of 
cmjiicated  bougies.  The  revival  of  this  barbarous  pra&ice  has 
been  lately  affirmed  without  hefitation,  as  a new  invention  ; the 
' grand  invention  and  improvement  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter. 
This  affertion  is  the  reverfe  of  truth,  as  will  clearly  be  proved  by 
extracts  from  the  writings  of  Ambrofe  Pare  and  different  au- 
thors, for  above  two  centuries.  The  fevere  animadverfions  that 
will  appear  on  the  fubjeft  from  the  moft  famous  practical  fur. 
geons,  and  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  devaftation  and 
definition  of  cauftic  bougies  applied  to  the  urethra,  it  is  pre- 
fumed, will  deter  all,  but  the  proud,  conceited,  and  obftinate, 
from  ever  repeating  thofe  aCts  of  cruelty. — Humanum  ejt ert are ,* 
fed  in  errore  perfeverare  diabolicum. — They  have  hrought  an  in- 
delible difgrace  on  that  art,  which  ftiould  be  always  exercifed,  as 
much  as  poffible,  in  the  warmeft  aCts  of  benevolence  and  hu- 
manity, inftead  of  rafh  and  wanton  barbarity.  The  claim  of  the 
invention  will  not  be  eagerly  difputed,  when  the  manifold  miferies 
/efulting  from  it  are  well  known.  It  will  not  be  the  ambitious 
cities  of  Greece  wrangling  for  the  honour  of  having  given  birth 
to  Homer;  but  quite  a different  fame  muft  the  vain-glorious 
headers  adopt— the  fame  of  that  monfter  who,  fooner  than  not 
appear  Angular  for  feme  great,  extravagant,  and  wicked  deed, 
fired  the  temple  of  Ephefns,  and  expired  amidft  the  flames  of  Ins 
own  creation,  leaving  a deteftable  reputation  univcrfally  exe- 
crated by  all  pofteriiy. 
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AUTHORS  produced  on  CAUSTIC  or  corrosive  applications 

Ambrose  Pare. — This  eminent  pra&itioner  believes  that  obftru&ions 
in  the  urethra  were  occafioned  by  a fungus  remaining  after  ulceration 
from  gonorrhoea.  Vide  lib.  xviii.  cap.  xii.  “ Hisut  et  reliquis  ulceribus, 
accrefcit  aliquando  caro  fuperfiua,  qua?  faepe  impedimento  eft  quo  minus 
femen  et  urinae  praeterlabi  et  diffluere  iolita  et  communi  fibi  via  poffint, 
unde  muitonim  malorum  origo,  Sec.”  He  recommends  equal  parts  of 
brandy  and  vinegar  to  be  poured  on  an  heated  ftone  placed  in  a machine 
(like  a calk),  on  which  the  patient  is  feated,  fo  that  the  vapour  may 
nfeend  to  the  perineum,  penis,  Sec.  rubbing  the  affc&'ed  parts  with  an 
emollient  liniment  and  cataplafm  ; but  if  there  be  fufpicion  of  a vfenereal 
taint,  he  recommends  the  ufual  remedies  for  that  difeafe,  applying  alfo  a 
mercurial  ointment  to  the  perina?um  and  penis,  a bottle  of  warm  water, 
or  an  heated  brick  covered  with  cloths,  over  which  a mixture  of  brandy 
and  vinegar  is  fprinkled,  and  fays,  “ Remollita?  fic  carunculae  remediis 
convenientibus  funt  confumendae.”  If  there  be  no  difeharge,  a hollow 
catheter  is  to  be  introduced,  through  which  a rough-pointed  wire  is 
made  to  pats;  by  this  inftrument  thefurface  of  the  obftruftion  is  rubbed 
off:  a detergent  powder,  compofed  of  pul.  fabina?,  ochre,  antimony, 
and  tutty;  or  a plafter,  with  alum,  verdegris,  auripigmentum,  and 
diachylon,  is  to  be  put  on  the  end  of  a candela  (bougie),  applied  to  the 
part,  and  continued  till  the  urine  flows  in  a full  ft  ream : a ferrugineous 
•aftringent  inje&icn,  or  a bougie  covered  with  deficcative  ointment,  is 
then  ufed  until  the  ulceration  be  perfectly  healed. 

Alfonsus  Ferrius,  a Neapolitan,  who  wrote  about  the  year  1 537, 
De  Caruncula  five  Callo,  recommends  emollient  injections  and  liniments 
as  preparatives ; afterwards  he  fays,  “ Convenit  inter  medica?  rei  pro- 
feffores  carunculam  har.c  fponte  naturae  nullo  modo,  nulloque  tempore 
fknari.pofie  nifi  beneficio  artis  adjuvetur:  naturae  enim  fponte  augetur 
potius  quam  ulia  ejus  diminutio  fiat,  See.”  After  the  ufe  of  inje&ion 
and  liniments,  a bougie  (candeiula),  partly  covered,  fmeared  with  a 
proper  ointment,  is  to  be  introduced  ; he  obferves,  “ Sed  illud  prse 
oculis  femper  eft  habendum,  tie ' eYodentia  medicamenta  liquids,  aut  lento, 
unquarr.  immittantur ; majus  enim  detrimentum  quam  adjumentum  fanis 
locis  atque  adjacer.tibus  fequeretur ; adeo  etenim  urinarii  meatus  tenella 
fubftantia  eft;  ut  moleftiora  medicamenta  qUalia  erodentia  ferre  non 
poifit,”  See.  * 

* We  find  this  anatomiftand  furgeoi)  condemning  the  ufe  of  efcharotic9 
to  the  urethra,  fo  early  as  a i j 7 5 confequently  can  flics  mu  ft  have  been  ufed 
before  that  time. 


He 
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He  divided  the  remedies  into  three  clafles,  mild,  Wronger,  and 
ftrongeft:  amongft  the  firft  are  alum  and  pomegranate-fhell  united  with  a 
cerate  of  cerufTe,  or  diachylon  : amongft  the  remedies  of  the  fecoud  order 
are  found  juice  of  fquill,  &c.  &c.  f 

During  the  difcharge  of  pus,  after  the  application  of  thefe  remedies, 
he  recommends  an  emollient  or  detergent  lotion,  and  obferves,  “ Sunt 
qui  in  hifce  lotionibus  ad  extremum  remedium  argentum  vivum  mortificatum 
diflolvant.  ‘ Quo,  internis  pracipue  partibus,  me  judice,  fx  ullo  alio 
‘ modo  fieri  poffit  omnino  abftinendum  eft.’ — In  declinatione  item  can- 
dela aut  phlmbeum  fpecillum  aliquo  unguento  conglutinante  aut  cica- 
tricem  inducente  immittendum  eft:  veluti  unguento  de  minio,  de 
lithargyrio,  plumbo,”  &c.  * 

Forestus,  one  of  the  greateft  praftitioners  in  Europe,  tvho  was  fcnc 
for  to  Leyden,  and  was  firft  public  profeflbr,  in  his  Praxis  Medicina?, 
judicioufiy  recommends  for  ardor  urine?,  laxatives,  emollient  and  diuretic 
decoctions,  refrigerants,  and  fometimes  vensefedtion. 

To  remove  excrefcencies  in  the  urethra,  he  advifes  candelules  cere? 
(bougies'),  with  efcharotic  and  deterfive  ointments  of  verdegris,  auripig- 
mentum,  alum,  & c.  And  to  the  fiftula  in  perinaeo,  deterfive  lotions  are 
to  be  applied.  This  great  man,  who  was  a much  better  phyfician  than 
furgeon,  liberated  the  people  at  Delft  from  the  plague.  Fie  was  born  1 522, 
and  died  1597.  During  his  life  he  was  one  of  the  brighteft  ornaments 
of  the  profeflion;  he  lived  efteemed,  and  died  univeriallv  regretted. 

Scultetus. — In  the  Armentajfium  Chirurgiaeof  Scultetus,  publifiicd 
near  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  are  feen  plates  of  the  various 
inftruments  until  that  time  ufed  in  every  operation  of  furgeiy. 
Tabula  40.  fig.  v.  an  inftrument  ufed  to  apply  remedies  to  obftru&ior.s 

t Auripigmentum,  or  yellow  arfenic,  is  a very  fharp  cauftic,  and  is  the 
principal  ingredient  in  Plunket’s  can  flic  for  deftroying  cancerous  indma- 
tions,  &c.  : it  is  very  potent  as  an  efcharotic. 

* This  great  man,  teacher  of  anatomy  at  Rome,  firft  furgeon  to  Pope- 
Paul  III.  who  was  elected  1534,  publiftxed  De  Ligni  Santti  multiplied 
Medicina  e,t  Vini  Exhibitione  Libri  IV.  Bafileae  153S.  The  above  extract 
is  taken  from  another  of  his  books,  entitled,  De  Caruncula  five  Cullo. 
T he  following  extract  is  taken  from  Diziouario  Storico  della  Medicina. 

“ Ferro  (Alfonfo)  Napolitano.  Dottor  delle  arti  e della  medicina.  I11- 
fegnb  nella  fua  patria  la  cirngia  ; alcuni  dicono  ancora,  che  la  efercitafte  di 
poi  in  Roma,  in  qualita  di  primo  cerufico  di  Paolo  terzo  Sovrano  Pontifice 
eletto  ncl  1534.  Peraltro,  Alfonfo  Ferro  fu  dotato  di  una  mente  penetrante 
e li  era  aato  tutto  alio  fludio  delle  buone  lettere  e della  medicina.  In  Roma 
cfercito  la  natomia  e con  molto  plaufo  la  infegno  nel  ptibblico  Liceo  Romano ; 
vede  Mendofio  in  Vitis  Archiatr.  Pontif.'* 
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rn  the  urethra.  “ Non  raro  caruncula  cx  ulcere  in  meatu  urinario  oritur  *, 
atque  ita  interdum  augetur,  lit  urinam  fupprimat.  Haec  manuali  opere 
et  idoneis  medicamentis  extirpatur,  quae  erodendi  vim  obtinenf ; ne 
tamen  aline  partes  quam  fola  caruncula  in  meatu  erodantur,  urinave 
medicamenta  applicita  profluens  eluat.  Hieron  Fabricius  ab  FLiuapendentc 
excogitavit  inftrumentum,  cujus  beneficio  nihil  nifi  caruncula  exeditur, 
prohibeturque  ne  medicamentum  caruncula  admotum  ab  urina,  qiuc 
faepius  excernitur,  elm  polht.  Fit  autem  cannula  (vide  tabulam)  G ex 
linteo,  cera  alba  oblinito  (longitudine  digit!  tranfverfi  et  latitudine  ea  ut 
aequet  argenteum  catheterem  I)  quae  filum  longum  habeat  appenfum. 
Usee  cannula,  prius  tamen  extra  idoneo  medicamento  oblita  fit  u£, 


Be  Mell.  inciner.  nfti, 

Tutiae  praep. 

Butyri  recent,  in  aq.  plantag.  loti. 
Terebinth,  finiiliter  lotie, 

Cerae  flavee  ana  §ft, 

Aluminis  ufti  3ft- 


“ M.  f.  linimentum : quod  crebra  experientia  tefte,  carunculas  meatus 
urinarii  abfque  dolore  et  fanarum  partiurn  excorUtione  confumit.  Quidara 
experimentum  Rochi  Cervieri  fpramis  laudibus  extollunt. 


« Mifce  in  mortario  plumbeo  ad  formam  unguenti.  Cannula  igitur  medi- 
camentorum  uno  oblinita,  ftylo  extra  fiftulam  argenteam  prominenti  H (vide 
tab.)  adaptetur,  atque  una  cum  argentea  fiflula  et  ftylo  in  urinarium  cana- 
lem  immittatur,  donee  occurrat  carunculas,  et  cum  jam  eft  in  loco  caruncula: 
argentea  fiftula  cum  luo  ftylo  retrahatur,  cannula  vero,  ex  linteo  cera 
jndudto  parata  et  immifla,  relinquatur  in.  meatu,  ut  per  earn  urina  excerna- 
tur,  quae  (itnul  prohibet  ne  medicamentum  caruncula:  admotum  ab  urina 
elui  poftit.’’ 

Wiseman. — This  author,  when  treating  of  the  ill  confequences  of  a 
gonorrhoea,  mentions  obftxudtions  in  the  urethra,  for  the  cure  of  which 
he  recommends  laxatives,  a cooling  regimen,  and  wax  candles  (bougies), 
&c.  the  ends  of  which  have  a fmall  quantity  of  plafter,  compofed  of 
verdegris,  auripigmentum,  alum,  &c.  endeavouring  to  pafs  the  obftruc- 
tion:  occafionally  fomentations  and  emollient  liniments  to  the  perinaeum. 

l 

* It  may  be  obferved,  that  obftrudions  in  the  urethra,  for  above  one 
hundred  years,  were  fiippofed  to  arife  from  flefhy  excrefcences ; but  diflec- 
tions prove,  that  though  thefe  fometimes  exift,  yet  they  were  not  fo  fre- 
quently the  caufc  as  callous  contractions  from  cicatrices,  &c.  &c. 


Be  Pulv.  $ viv. 
Merc,  preecipit, 
Viridis  asris,  , 
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Antim.  crud.  ana  3'ij, 


Cerae  alba:  sj. 
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“ But  if,  after  the  ufe  of  emollients,  you  cannot  pafs  the  caruncle,  you 
may  well  conclude  it  callous.  In  which  cafe  you  may  pafs  a canula  into 
the  urethra  to  that  caruncle,  and  whilft  you  hold  that  there  fteady,  you 
may  convey  a grain  of  cauftic  into  the  canula,  and  prefs  the  cauftic  to  it ; 
and  whilft  you  hold  it  there,  you  will  perceive  its  operation  by  the  prelfing 
forward  of  the  canula.  The  caruncle  thus  confumed,  caft  in  a lenient 
injection  daily;  and  if  you  take  notice  of  his  urine,  you  may  fee  the 
feparation  of  the  floughs,  as  rags  in  it : after  which , you  may,  by  the  com- 
mon medicated  candles,  wear  away  the  remainder,  and  with  injections 
cicatrize  it.  You  rnuft  expeCt  a bleeding,  and  it  is  not  done  without 
pain;  the  urethra  being  of  exquifite  fenfe,  that  pain  fometimes  accom- 
panied with  rigor  and  fever.” 

It  feems  Wifeman  liken  ife  ufed  verdegris,  alum,  red  precipitate, 
auripigmentum,  &c.  or  fome  of  thefe  medicaments  levigated  repeatedly 
in  vinegar,  reduced  to  a powder  by  exficcation,  and  united  to  a platter, 
which  was  applied  in  the  common  manner. 

Saviard. — That  great  and  excellent  practitioner,  chief  furgeon  to 
the  Hotel  Dieit,  at  Paris,  has  delivered  two  of  the  mod  horrid  inftances 
of  the  deftruCtive  effeCts  of  cauflic  bougies  applied  to  the  urethra  by 
daring  ignorance,  that  ever  difgraeed  the  art  of  furgery.  Thefe  cafes, 
and  other  proofs  of  a jfimilar  nature,  deterred  all  learned,  fkilful,  and 
humane  furgeons  from  adopting  this  method  for  nearly  a century.  How 
it  has  happened,  that  the  prefent  race  of  cauftieators  were  not  apprized 
of  thefe  faCts,  it  is  impoflible  to  determine;  for  if  they  had,  humanity 
would  have  faved  many  human  victims,  that  are  now  daily  facrificed  at 
the  altars  of  daring  and  obfiinate  rafhnefs. 

saviard’s  cases. 

“ May  24,  1692,  I was  fen t for  to  the  fuburbsof  St.  Anthony,  to  exa- 
mine a perfon  who  had  retention  of  urine,  occafioned  bv  a wax  candle 
(bougie)  being  thru  ft  into  the  penis,  which  he  had  purchafed  of  an 
empiric,  who  boafted  of  his  fkill  in  curing  carnofities. 

“ J he  bougie,  being  armed  with  a ftrong  cauftic,  had  made  a confidef- 
able  efchar  in  the  fphinCter  of  the  bladder,  and  much  inflamed  the  canal 
of  the  urethra.  A cyftis  was  formed  in  the  place  of  the  efchar,  wherein 
the  urine  fell,  infteqd  of  paffing  by  the  natural  channel  to  be  difcharged 
through  the  perns ; however,  I palled  my  catheter  acrofs  the  cyftis,  and 
thruft  it  into  the  bladder,  in  order  to  difcbarge  the  urine. 

“ I perceived  the  blacknefs  of  the  internal  gangrene  in  perinaeo  through 
the  integuments,  notwithftanding ; and  the  violence  of  the  diftemper  induced 
me  to  defire  a confultation  to  ftrengthen  the  defign  I ltad  of  performing 
the  operation  called  a punfture  in  perinaeo,  to  facilitate  the  application 
pf  medicines  to  the  diforder ; neither  had  I room  to  expeCt  that  I couki 
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Introduce  my  catheter  into  the  bladder  a fecond  time  with  the  fame  fuccefs 
I had  done  before. 

“ Me  firs.  Befliere  and  Marechal  were  called  in  ; who  were  of  opinion, 
that,  for  the  more  fpeeJy  relief  of  the  patient,  whofe  bladder  was  dif- 
tended  by  a large  quantity’  of  urine,  it  would  be  proper  to  introduce  im- 
mediately a catheter  to  evacuate  that  excrement.  But  the  putrefaction 
had  made  fo  great  a progrefs,  that  the  parts  affeCted  forming  no  canal, 
it  was  impofiible,  as  I had  before  predicted,  to  pafs  my  inftrument  be- 
yond the  cvftis  formed  by  the  efchar,  and  confequently  to  evacuate  more 
brine  than  was  contained  in  that. 

“ Neverthelefs,  the  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  occafioned  by  burning 
the  urethra,  had  communicated  itfelf  to  the  abdomen,  which  was  per- 
ceptible by  its  violent  and  painful  tenfion.  The  patient  loft  his  ftrength, 
and  all  the  hopes  remainiiig  depended  on  the  fuccefs  of  this  punCture.  I 
performed  it,  in  the  prefence  of  thefe  gentlemen,  upon  the  canulated 
probe  introduced  into  that  cavity,  and  then  paffed  a fmall  female  catheter 
into  the  bladder  by  the  incifion  I had  made  before,  and  repeated  the  in- 
troduction of  it  three  or  four  times  per  day,  to  evacuate  the  urine  during 
the  life  of  the  patient;  for  the  inflammation  of  the  abdomen  increafed  fo 
faft,  that  fhiverings,  vomiting,  and  hiccup  fupervened,  which  were  the 
forerunners  of  death. 

“ A prieft,  of  St;  Genevieve  des  Ardents,  came  to  the  hofpital  at  the 
fame  time,  cruelly  tormented  by  the  effeCt  of  fuch  another  bougie ; but 
the  accidents  were  fo  fudden  and  violent,  that  there  was  no  time  for 
relief,  the  poor  ecclefiaftic  dying  in  twenty-four  hours.” 

Thefe  murderous  effeCts  of  cauftic  bougies  ought  to  be  held  out  as  a 
beacon  to  warn  all  future  practitioners  to  avoid  fuch  Blocking  practices, 
for  which  the  authors  merited  capital  puniftiment,  though  they  efcaped 
with  impunity. 

It  might,  indeed,  be  urged  as  an  excufe,  that  M.  Daran’s  method  of 
treating  urethral  obftruCtions  was  not  known  at  that  period ; but  wjiat 
excufe  can  the  prefent  deftroyers  of  human  life  frame  as  a juftification  ol 
their  cruel,  mod  cruel ! and  often  fatal  projects  ? 

Verdun  publifhed,  in  1703,  Pathologie  de  Chirurgie.  After*  giving 
the  practice  of  his  time,  fimilar  to  preceding  authors,  he  fays,  that  feme 
practitioners  even  applied  the  aCtual  burning  red  hot  cautery,  &c.  His 
words  are,  “ II  y a des  praticiens  q.ui  fe  fervent  d’un  petit  tuyau  d’argent, 
qu’ils  introduifent  dans  l'uretre  jufqu’aupres  de  la  verrue;  enfuite  ils 
paflent  dans  le  tuyau  une  fonde  un  peu  rouge  pour  fervir  de  cautere;  on. 
en  touche  legerement  la  verrue  : mais  cette  operation  eft  fort  douloureufe 
et  difficile  a execute r.  Apres  ils  font  des  injections  avec  de  l’eau-rofe, 
dans  laquelle  l’orr  a fait  dilfoudre  un  peu  de  vitriol,  avec  de  la  tuthie.” 
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Here  is  proof  pofitive,  that  a found,  made  nearly  red-hot  in  fire,  is 
paded  through  a tube  to  deftrov  the  excrefcence,  and  to  fervc  as  an  actual 
cautery.  Is  it  portable  to  conceive  any  application  more  irrational  or 
barbarous?  It  is  fufrtcient  to  make  all  human  nature  fliudder  at  the 
cruelty  of  fuch  furgery  : well  might  the  author  fay  that  the  operation  was 
very  painful  and  difficult  to  perform.  How  loft  to  all  fenfibility  mu  ft  thofe 
have  been  who  applied  fuehafiery  remedy  to  fo  exquifitely  fenfible  apart 
as  the  urethra ! ! ! 

Astrvjc. — It  may,  perhaps,  be  fuperfluous  to  bring  forward  the 
words  of  this  great  practitioner,  after  having  fo  frequently  mentioned  his 
fentiments  in  other  parts  of  the  work;  but  it  fliould  be  remembered,  that 
he  was  the  firft  perfon  who  collected  the  practice  of  every  author  before 
him,  and  gave  a complete  hiftory  of  the  venereal  difeafe ; he  was  well 
aware  of  the  mifcliiefs  produced  bv  corrofives,  firft  brought  into  praCtice 
by  Alderet,  profeflor  of  medicine  at  Salamanca  in  Spain,  and  afterwards 
uled  by  moft  fucceeding  authors,  as  feen  by  the  extracts  from  their  writ- 
ings in  the  preceding  pages,  until  repeated  and  fatal  experience  compelled 
every  rational  practitioner  to  relinquifli  them  *.  It  would  beunnecefiary 
to  adduce  the  various  arguments  for  the  total  abolition  of  the  praCtice 
(Traite  des  Maladies  Veneriennes,  lib.  3.  eh.  iv.):  he  was,  however,  de- 
cidedly averfe  to  the  application  of  fuch  violence,  and  fays,  “ This 
method,  which  has  been  fo  long  abandoned,  and  now  only  employed  by 
ignorant  empirics  (charlatans  ignorans ) , was  fucceeded  by  another,  appa- 
rently preferable;  but  which  has  fallen  into  fimilar  difufe,”  &c.  He  then 
deferibes  thofe  cruel  operations  of  cutting  into  the  urethra,  deftroying  the 

* 11  Cette  methode  d’employer  les  corrofifs  pour  extirper  les  caroncles  de 
1’urethre  aete  inventee  et  mife  en  oeuvre  pour  la  premiere  fois  par  Alder  Ef, 
profefleur  en  medecine  de  Salamanque  et  nraitre  d’  A mat  us  Lufitanus,  qur 
avoue  l’avoir  apprife  de  lui  dans  fir  Centime  4.  Curat  19. 

“ On  dit  qu’un  certain  Philippe  Portugais,  empirique,  l’apprit  enfuite 
d’AmatUs  tandis  qu’en  qualite  de  ferviteur  il  lui  aidoit  a punier  un  foldat, 
qui  etoit  fort  malade  des  caroncles  de  1’urethre,  Ce  qu’il  y a de  certain 
e’ert  que  ce  meme  Philippe  s’acquit  de  la  reputation  par  cette  pratique, 
fuivant  le  tem&inage  d’ Andre  Lacuna  dont  fa  methode  d' extirper  les  carncjitcs 
de  I'uretbre,  pag.  6.  et  qu’a  Rome  il  guerit  quant ite  de  malades  et  entr’ 
autres  Ferdinand  de  C'ardonne,  Almiralli  de  Naples,  et  Louis  Caravajelle. 
Enfin  Andre  Lacuna  dans  fon  livre  imprime  en  1551,  publia  cette  methode 
qu’il  dit  lui  avoir  etc  depuis  peu  communiquee  par  ce  Philippe,  et  dont  if 
croyoit  celui  ci  Ctoit  l’inventeur.  Mais  an  furplus  cette  methode  ctolt 
autrefois  pratiquee  tant  part  cet  empirique  Francois  de  Nation,  qui  floriffoit 
a Venil'e  vers  l'an  1555,  que  par  Godtfroy  Gjannati,  autre  empirique 
Itaben,  qu'on  dit  avoir  gtiCri  les  carnofites  de  Charles  IX,  roj  de  France.” 
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C-aufe  of  obftrudion,  and  healing  the  external  wound,  as  particularly 
mentioned  bv  Sharp  in  his  Critical  Inquiry. 

M.  Co i.  t>£  V t lars,  fpeaking  of  habitual  ftrangurv,  mentions  five 
modes  of  treatment,  of  which  catheretics  or  corrolives  are  the  firft ; the 
incifion  of  tire  urethra  tire  fecond  ; graduated  bougies  the  third;  the  intro- 
duction of  tents  the  fourth;  founds  of  lead,  likewife  graduated,  the  fifth. 

“ The  firft  writers,”  fays  this  learned  author  and  great  practitioner, 
page  222,  “ accufe  excrefcences  as  the  only  caufe  of  this  malady ; they  en- 
deavour to  confume  them  by  the  means  of  corrolives  or  cauftics,  which  they 
introduce  into  the  urethra  with  bougies;  but  thefe  remedies  inflame,  cor- 
rode, and  ulcerate  the  canal,  and  confequently  augment  the  evil.” 

Palfyn. — “ There  are  practitioners  fufficiently  rafli,  who  attempt  to 
open  the  pallage  of  urine  by  means  of  bougies,  armed  with  remedies  that 
corrode  and  confume;  but  it  happens  that  cauftic  rafh  remedies  augment 
the  depot  and  inflammation,  and  caufe  a total  fuppreflion  of  urine;  but 
if  thefe  catheretic  arid  confuming  modes  even  fucceed  in  opening  the 
pallage  of  urine,  in  caufing  a fuppuration  of  the  iwellings  or  obftruCtions, 
and  in  cieatrifing  the  ulcers  by  other  bougies,  charged  with  deficcatives 
or  drying  remedies,  and  dilating  the  canal  afterwards  by  graduated  leaden 
probes,  and  which  renders  the  pallage  of  urine  free;  yet  this  fuccour  and 
apparent  relief  is  not  always  of  long  duration;  fur  neve  ulcers , formed 
by  the  cauftics  or  confuming  remedies,  will  render  the  canal  more  iufeep- 
tible  of  inflammation.  If  the  patient  be  irregular,  or  contraCt  a frefli 
gonorrhoea,  the  acrid  urine  caufes  new  flwellings  and  obftruflions  about  the 
multiplied  cicatrices,  and  the  urine  lodgiug,  and  having  acquired  a fupreme 
degree  of  acrimony,  excoriates  and  pierces  the  urethra,  and  reflowing  on 
all  fides,  forms  fiftulous  abfeeffes  in  different  parts  of  the  ferotum,  &c. 
in  a manner,  that  the  urine  paffes  out  by  thefe  finuofities,  inftead  of  the 
ordinary  canal;  and  when  thefe  fiftulous  ulcers  have  remained  a long 
time,  they  are  not  curable , except  by  making  large  incifions  in  the 
fcrotum,  in  order  to  fuppurate  all  the  callofitieg,  &c.  How  many 
n.iferable  objects  have  lately  fuffered,  and  are  fuffering  at  this  moment, 
not  only  in  London,  where  they  fuppofe  the  cauftic  practice  is  beft  con- 
ducted, but  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  all  parts  of  Europe, 
wherever  this  ralh  cauftic  practice  has  lately  prevailed?” 

M.  de  la  Faye,  who  has  illuftrated  Dioui’s  Surgical  LeCtures  by 
copious  and  learned  obfervations,  when  treating  of  operations  about  the 
parts  of  generation,  admits  excrefcences  in  the  urethra,  contra/led  cica- 
trices, fwelling  of  the  proftate  gland,  amongft  the  moft  ufual  caufes  of  im- 
pediments in  dilcharging  the  urine ; he  notices  the  fatal  effefts  of  cauftics 
applied  to  the  urethra,  as  deferibed  by  Saviard,  and  mentions  the  appear- 
ances obferved  by  himfeif  when  differing  perfoqs,  who  were  deftroyed  by 
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ttic  praftice,  which  he  reprobates  in  the  ftrongeft  language,  and  expretfte 
aftonifhment  that  any  perfons  dare  attempt  fuck  violence,  after  the 
numerous  attefted  fafts  of  its  deftruftive  influence:  fifiulous  ulcers,  mor- 
tification, and  other  alarming  affedions,  have  been,  fays  he,  the  imme- 
diate confequence.  “ 11  eft  etonnant  apres  cela  qu’on  ofe  aujourd’hui  fe 
fervir  des  moyens  ft  dangereux.  J’ai  ouvert  des  cadavres  de  perfonnes  qui 
avoient  ete  traitees  par  cette  methode,  et  j’y  ai  trouve  dans  ie  tiflii  cellu- 
Iaire  de  1’uret'nre,  des  finus  de  la  longeur  de  deux  pouces  ou  environ,  et 
tjui  s etendoit  vers  la  glande  proftate  fuperieure.  J’ai  remarque  que  ces 
firms  rendoientdu  pus,  qu’ils  etoient  calleux,  parfaitement  ronds  et  aflez 
grands  pour  qu  on  y put  introduire  une  bougie, et  que  leur  ouverture  etoit 
fimee  au  meme  endroit  que  obftacle  qui  avoit  caufe  la  retention  d’urine  ; 
ce  qui  prouve,  que  ces  finus  etoient  des  fauftes  routes  formees  par  les 
bougies  chargees  de  cauftiques,  ou  par  les  fondes  tranchantes,”  &c.  &c. 

Daran,  whole  experience  was  fuperior,  in  obftruftions  of  urine,  to 
any  other  praftitioner  that  ever  exifled,  fays,  “ It  is  neceffary  to  proferibe 
the  praftice  of  caufiics,  &c.  as  they  inflame,  excoriate,^  corrode,  and 
ulcerate  the  urethra ; but  they  do  worfe  mifehief,  for  they  aft  not  always 
upon  the  part  intended  to  be  confiumed ; and  they  corrode  and  defray  found 
parts  that  we  have  an  intereft  in  preferving.  I have  feen  deftruftive  examples 
ox  .his  amongft  patients,  where  the  caufic  has  left  the  excrefcence  intended 
to  be  confumcd,  and  hath  produced  in  the  neighbouring  parts  a fijlula,  with 
a confiderable  lofs  oifubftance,  not  only  of  the  canal,  but  alfo  of  the  mem- 
brane, which  covers  the  cavernous  bodies.” 

After  much  more  fenfible  reafoning,  the  fkilful  author  fays,  “ J’ajou- 
terai  aux  raifons  folides  qu’apporte  M.  Aftruc  pour  prouver  que,  loin  de 
foulager  la  ftrangurie,  les  corrofifs  ne  peuvent  que  l’augmenter,  que  n'agif- 
lant  qu  en  pioduilant  des  irritations,  ils  doivent  plutot  retrecir  le  canal, 
qn’en  procurer  la  liberte 

Then  follow  many  reafons,  in  conjunftion,  of  Col  de  Vilars  and 
Aftruc,  againft  the  dreadful  operation  of  laying  open  the  urethra;  b\it 
our  great  furgeon  Sharp  and  others’  have  fufficiently  reprobated  that 
horrid  cruel  praftice. 

Leaden  probes  or  founds  have  broke  in  the  urethra,  a part  of  which 
made  its  way  into  the  bladder,  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  a ftone  ; or  the 
unioitunate  patient  has  been  obliged  to  fubmit  to  moft  cruel,  fometimes 
fatal,  operations  for  its  extraftion. 

Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  late  furgeon  at  Guy’s  Hofpital,  vvhofe  great 
experience  and  correft  judgment  have  univerfally  been  acknowledged  by 
every  learned  and  candid  praftitioner,  in  his  Critical  Inquiry  into  the 
prelent  State  of  Surgery,  one  of  the  laft  produftious  of  this  truly  great 
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man,  after  immenfe  practice  many  years,  amply  treats  of  the  difeafes  of 
the  urethra  and  their  cure. 

After  mentioning  that  obftrudions  of  the  urethra  are  moftly  in  confe- 
quence  of  gonorrhoea,  he  fays,  “ The  fubjed  I am  here  treating  of 
naturally  leads  me  to  the  confederation  of  Jlridures  in  the  urethra  ; and  as 
the  method  of  curing  them  by  fuppurative  bougies  is  not  yet  generally 
underftood,  I fliall  inquire  into  the  nature  of  their  eifeds  upon  this  dif- 
order,  and  alfo  into  the  nature  of  the  diforder  itfelf. 

“ But  the  fuppurative  power  of  certain  bougies  has  been  fo  often  men- 
tioned by  preceding  writers,  that  an  unwary  reader  is  apt  to  conclude, 
from  this  circumftance,  there  is  no  eflential  difference  in  Daran' s method 
from  that  pradi  fed  heretofore;  but  whoever  will  give  a proper  attention 
to  what  is  written  on  this  fubjed,  will  find  that  thofe  who  fpeak  of 
fuppurating  bougies  often  confound  them  with  efcharotic  bougies,  and 
do  not  aferibe  thofe  wonderful  effeds  to  a continued  fuppuration,  which 
Daran  lays  fo  much  ltrefs  on,  nor  indeed  fpeak  of  it  with  any  great 
eulogium ; nay,  Wifeman , who  feems  to  have  given-  more  hiftories 
of  cures  wrought  by  the  bougie  than  any  one  except  M.  Daran,  fays, 
‘ That  if  a flux  of  matter  be  brought  on  by  the  bougie,  we  mull  defift 
‘ from  the  ufe  of  it,  until  the  difeharge  be  flopped  by  proper  internal 
i remedies.’  In  fliort,  there  is  not  one  modern  writer  who  does  not  advife 
the  urethra  to  be  laid  open  in  order  to  deflroy  anv  ftubborn  obftrudions, 
fo  little  are  they  aware  that  by  the  conftant  application  of  a gentle  fuppura- 
tive bougie , they  might  at  laft  be  reduced  and  the  paflage  opened. 

“ The  feveral  aifedions  of  the  urinary  and  feminal  parts,  in  which  the 
bougies  may  be  ufefully  employed,  are,  i.  The  mere  contradion  of  a 
portion  of  the  urethra,  c.  Ulcerations  at  the  extremities  of  excretory 
duds  of  the  proftate  gland,  the  veficul®  feminales  and  the  glands  of  the 
urethra  yielding  fometimes  a plentiful,  fometimes  a fmall  gleet.  3.  Cal- 
lous cicatrices  of  former  ulcers.  4.  Caruncles,  called  alfo  carnofities 
and  excrefcences,  which  have  arifen  from  the  furfaces  of  former  ulcere. 
5.  A feirrhus,  or  fpongy  enlargement  of  the  verumontanum.  6.  A 
feirrhus  of  the  proftate  or  veficulae  feminale.?.  7.  A fpongy  enlargement 
of  the  corpus fpongiofum  urethrae 

Mr.  Sharp  then  obferves,  that  ftridures  of  the  urethra  are  fometimes 
many  years  before  they  are  formed,  and  that  the  flighteft  obftrudion  may 
caufe  ftranguries,  fuppreflions  of  urine,  and  even  fiftulas  in  perinaeo, 
which  yield  very  foon  to  a proper  bougie  treatment. 

He  then  takes  a furvey  of  the  different  methods  of  cure  ufed  in  former 
and  prefent  pradice,  the  difadvantages  of  wax-candles,  leaden  and  whale- 
bone probes,  application  of  a tent  fattened  by  a piece  of  thread,  as  for- 
merly described ; the  preference  gjveq  by  fome  pradkioners  to  catgut 
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bougies ; thedangerof preffing,  with  violence,  into  the  urethra,  by  which 
a perforation  of  the  reftum  has  been  occafioned  : in  fa<ft,  after  enume- 
rating the  great  advantages  of  fuppurating  bougies,  which,  he  affirms, 
ad  partly  bv  diftenfion  and  partly  by  thedifcharge  produced,  he  fays, 

“ However,  in  all  times  there  have  been  enterprifmg  men , who  have 
endeavoured,  by  efcharotic  applications  at  the  extremity  of  their  bougie*, 
to  make  way  through  thofe  obftrudtions  which  relift  the  bougie,  or 
leaden  probe;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  this  pradtice  has  been  avowed  by  the 
ablefl  furgeons  of  the  two  laft  centuries;  but  at  prefent  it  is  univerfallv 
condemned , and,  indeed,  has  been  fo  almoft  ever  ft  nee  Saviard's  time.— 
(See  his  cafes.) 

“ The  objections  to.theufe  of  canities  were,  the  difficulty,  and  almoft 
the  impoffibility  of  diredting  them  fo  as  to  eat  through  all  the  difeafed  parts 
of  the  urethra,  without  defraying  the  found  part;  the  impracticability  of 
preventing  the  urethra  from  contraOmg  when  it  healed,  as  much,  if  not 
more  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  applying  the  efcharotic : and  laftly,  the  pain 
was  fo  excruciating,  and  perhaps  the  application  fometimes  fo  poifonous , 
that  an  immediate  mortification  of  the  ferotum,  penis,  and  bladder,  was 
fometimes  known  to  enfue ; and  upon  thefe  accounts  the  ufe  of  efcharctics 
feems  to  have  been  entirely  rejected,  and  another  kind  of  procefs  has  been 
eftablifhed  in  their  place,  which  in  point  offeverityis  nearly,  if  not  quite 
as  exceptionable.’' 

He  then  deferibes  the  cruel  ineijians  in  perineeo , laying  open  the  urethra 
in  part,  or  along  its  whole  extent,  afterwards  removing  the  obftru&ions 
by  the  knife,  or  efcharotics,  and  healing  the  urethra  upon  a catheter:  and 
again  recurring  to  the  evident  fuperiority  of  medicated  bougies,  he  favs 
“ Perhaps  it  will  be  fuggefted,  that  if  this  (diftenfion)  be  the  principal 
adfion  of  the  bougie,  any  kind  of  bougie  diftending  the  urethra  and 
preventing  the  corrugation  of  the  ulcer,  will  put  it  into  a difpofition  of 
healing:  but  experience  (Lows  that  every  fpecies  of  application  is  not 
fuitable,  fome  a&ing  with  much  more  innocence  and  benefit  than  others.’* 
Again  he  fays, 

“ Neverthelefs,  I would  not  be  underftood,  by  what  I have  here  Paid 
that  it  is  only  the  confiftence  of  the  plafter,  and  not  its  medical  virtues, 
that  are  to  be  confidered  : I have  no  doubt,  that  in  moft  cafes  thofe 
virtues  are  neceffary,  though  J am  ftill  of  opinion  that  feveral  of  the 
plafter  bougies  formerly  ufed,  would,  with  affiduity,  have  cured  fome 
ulcers;  but  furgeons,  hitherto,  have  had  fo  little  notion  of  flopping  mere 
gltcts  by  bougies , that  I do  not  fo  much  as  meet  with  an  inftnuation  of 
this  practice.” 

He  then  enters,  into  a detail  of  the  various  caufes  of  obftru&ipn,  men- 
tions 
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tions  the  contradictory  opinions  of  eminent  men  on  the  exigence  of 
caruncles,  carnofuies,  or  excrefcences,  and  continues : 

“ I believe  it  will  feldom  happen  that  caruncles  are  not  accompanied 
with  either  a ttriCture,  callous  cicatrices,  or  protuberances  of  the  corpus 
fpongiofum  urethra,  in  which  caie  the  caruncles  make  only  a part  of  the 
obfiruCtion,  and  poflibly  may  not  be  often  bigger  than  the  head  of  a pin ; 
but  thole  who  have  examined  the  urethra  after  death,  expecting  to  find 
them  of  a confiderable  bulk,  and  not  meeting  with  fuch,  have,  in  all 
likelihood,  frequently  overlooked  tliefe  fmall  appearances  (probably  dimi- 
nifhed  alio  by  death),  and  concluded  there  were  no  fiich  things.  That 
fuch  fmall  excrefcences  may  occalion  violent  diforders  in  fo  tender  an 
organ  as  the  urethra,  I have  had  occafion  to  fee  a notable  inftance  in  the 
urethra  of  a virgin,  where  they  grew  in  a fmall  quantity  upon  the  orifice 
of  the  meatus  urinarius,  and  for  many  months  had  produced  the  moll 
excruciating  torment,  which  continued  till  I had  totally  extirpated  them. 

“ Yet  notwithftanding  what  has  been  fo  pofitively  faid,  that  caru, ides 
have  no  exiflence  but  in  the  fancy,  I have  opened  fome  urethras  where 
they  were  evident.  In  one  I found,  near  the  verumontanum,  a filament 
running  acrofs  the  urethra,  which  had  obftruCted  the  entrance  of  the 
catheter,  and  the  patient  died  of  a fuppreffion  of  urine.  In  another  I 
found  fmall  filaments,  fome  loofe,  and  one  three  quarters  of  an  inch  long, 
attached  at  both  ends  to  the  urethra,  but  running  in  the  direction  of  the 
canal.  In  a third,  befides  the  contraction,  I found  a fmall  excrefcence, 
not  unlike  one  of  the  tricufpid  valves  of  the  heart ; which,  with  the 
mfiances  I could  produce  from  others,  prove  that  the  doCtrine  of  caruncles 
is  not  without  foundation.” 

Our  ingenious  author  then  enumerates  a fungous  enlargement  or 
tumefaction  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra  amongft  the  caufes  of  urethral 
obftruCtion,  and,  compares  it  with  a diftenfion  of  the  pituitary  membrane 
of  the  nofe,  which  he  has  feen  fwell  and  expand  fo  much,  as  entirely  to 
fliut  up  the  npftrils:  in  fuch  tumefaCtion  of  the  urethra  he  recommends 
bougies,  and  obferves,  “ The  good  effeCts  wrought  upon  it  by  the 
bougies  will  not  be  difficult  to  account  for;  fince  a continual  difcharge 
from  a loaded  tumefied  part  feems  a very  natural  means  , for  reducing  the 
tumour.”  Again  he  fays, 

“ °ue  of  the  cllief  e»ds  propofed  by  the  bougie  being  to  procure  a 
difcharge  from  the  ulcers  and  the  lacunae  of  the  urethra;  the  compofition 
mull  not  be  of  an  aftrwgent  nature,  as  is,  evident  from  the  effects  of 
aftringent  injections.  Deficcative  platters  are  a kind  of  afringent,  and  by 
checking  the  difcharge,  which  would  be  brought  on  by  their  irritation, 
the  urethra  becomes  inflamed,  and  renders  their  aftion  of  no  effect;  be- 

u fides 


( 146  ) 

fiiles  that  generally,  through  want  of  a proper  degree  of  fuppuration,  their 
continuance  in  the  urethra  for  a fufficient  length  of  time  is  infnpportable. 

“ To  obviate  any  liablenefs  to  inflammatory  diforders  of  the  urethra,  or 
genital  parts,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  the  patient  fhould  live  tem- 
perately, and  even  enter  into  a cooling  regimen  during  the  treatment. 

“ It  would  furprife  any  body,  not  acquainted  with  thefe  cafes,  to  fee 
what  monjirous  tumours  fubfide,  and  what  foul  fifulas  digeft  and  heal,  from 
the  mere  opening  of  the  urethra,  and  the  proper  treatment  of  the  obftruc- 
tions,”  &c.  When  fpeaking  of  manual  operations  about  thefe  parts  for 
fiftulae,  obftructions,  &c.  he  fays, 

“ But  in  all  the  examples  where  cutting  appears  neceflary,  I believe  it 
will  be  judicious,  firft  to  make  a paflage,  if  poflible,  into  the  bladder, 
and  wait  the  iflue  of  that  procefs,  before  any  operation  be  performed ; 
becaufe,  as  I have  already  intimated,  the  effects  of  opening  the  canal  are 
fometimes  very  wonderful,  and  will  often  fpare  the  knife.” 

Thus  have  we  endeavoured  to  ill uflrate  the  practice  of  this  great  man, 
chiefly,  by  adducing  his  own  words,  and  it  muft  appear  evident  that  his 
leading  principles  were  not  merely  a wedge-like  compreflion,  but  a mixed 
treatment,  “ partly  by  comprejjion  and  partly  by  fuppuration."  Without  vio- 
lence, dreadful  operations  were  by  fuch  means  generally  obviated.  The 
immenfe  practice  of  Mr.  Sharp,  united  with  his  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
ftructure  and  functions  of  the  affected  parts,  his  clear  and  unaffected 
manner  of  writing,  totally  void  of  ambiguity  and  evafion,  his  well-known 
integrity  and  profeflional  eminence,  place  his  aflertions  beyond  the  reach 
of  envious  or  interefted  detraction.  But  why  this  eulogium  ? why  this 
defence  of  a practice,  of  which  every  unbiaffed  practitioner,  who  has  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  obferving  with  attention,  muft  approve  ? In 
fact,  every  well-informed  furgeon  will  allow  that  there  is  a broad  medium 
between  the  Ample  dilatation  or  diftenfton  of  a part  and  its  total  deftrution 
by  cauftic.  Can  any  man  dare  to  affert,  that  if  wax  and  oil,  in  form 
of  a bougie,  will  not  remove  a ftricture,  nothing  will  fucceed  but  lunar 
cauftic?  But  facts,  thoufands  of  well-authenticated,  incontrovertible 
facts,  in  this  and  other  countries,  prove  the  fuperior  efficacy  of  medicated 
bougies  in  urethral  obftructions. 

Heister.- — This  moft  excellent  of  modern  furgeons,  profeflor  of 
furgery  and  phyfic  at  Altdorff  and  Helmftadt,  author  of  the  moft 
complete  fyftem  of  furgery  ever  publifhed,  after  a practice  of  near  fifty 
years,  mentions  the  mifchievous  effects  of  cauftics  (rodentia)  in  urethral 
obftructions,  and  fays,  “ Medicamenta  rodentia  prorfus  hie  inania,  quin 
potius  noxia  funt;  e contrario,  ubi  difticultas  reddendae  urinae  ab  ulcere, 
vel  cicatrice  in  urethra  vel  in  inflammatione  ejus,  fpecillis  plumbeis  vel 
cereis,  oleo  iuunftis  curatio  optime  obtinebitur.”  By  this  we  find  he 
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reprobates  the  ufe  of  violent  corrofive  methods,  and  affirms  that  fuch 
difeafes  are  curable  by  a milder  treatment. 

Le  Dran,  F.R.S.  and  late  fenior  furgeon  of  La  Charite  at  Paris, 
in  his  Operations  in  Surgery , when  fpeaking  of  obftruCtion  in  the  urethra 
inducing  in  fierinao,  &c.  fays,  “ The  only  means  to  prevent  this 

is  by  l'oftening  the  callofities,  bringing  the  ulcer  to  fuppurate,  enlarging 
the  canal,  and,  in  a word,  by  removing  the  original  caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

“ All  thefe  intentions  may  frequently  be  anfwered  by  the  ufe  of  bougies 
armed  with  medicines,  agreeable  to  the  flateofthe  diforder,  and  carefully 
introduced  through  the  urethra  into  the  bladder.  The  medicines  made 
ufe  of  on  thefe  occafions  fhould  by  no  means  be  irritating;  and,  for  this 
reafon,  1 fhould  abfolutelv  reject  the  ufe  of  any  cauftic  introduced  into 
the  urethra,  on  pretence  of  deftroying  the  excrefcences,  fince,  as  I have 
learned  from  experience,  they  ferve  only  to  eat  into  the  canal.’' 

Mr.  Jesse'  Foot. — This  gentleman  has  given  public  leCtures  on  the 
venereal  difeafe  and  its  confequences,  and  written  a criticifm  on  the  ne\v 
doCtrines  and  opinions  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter;  he  has  treated  the 
fubjeCt  with  much  juflice,  but  rather  ironically.  When  fpeaking  of 
ftriCtures  in  the  urethra,  their  hiftory,  former  and  prefent  method  of 
cure,  he  laments  the  contradictory  opinions  of  authors  on  the  affeCtion, 
from  1 550  to  1 786,  although  the  general  mode  of  cure  was  not  materially 
altered  by  their  various  conjectures  of  its  caufe ; he  attacks  with  becoming 
fortitude  the  daring  afTertion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  that  dilatation  or  ulceration 
by  the  fimple  bougie,  and  deftruCtion  by  lunar  cauftic,  were  the  only 
means  of  removing  ftriCture ; and  fays,  “ I have  peru  fed  the  whole  of  the 
ProfefTor’s  (Mr.  Hunter’s)  chapter  on  the  treatment  of  the  permanent 
ItriCture,  and  I find  that  one  of  thefe  weak  bougies  is  the  only  remedy  the 
ProfefTor  makes  ufe  of  to  cure  the  ftriCture  by  dilatation;  but  if  this  fails, 
the  mode  of  cure  by 'dilatation  is  to  be  abandoned,  and  his  ulcerative 
method,  or  rather  his  method  by  efcharotics,  are  to  come  next  into  play.” 

He  then  mentions  a procefs  by  which  ftriCtures  are  removed,  and  fays 
modern  practice  is  not  juftified  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  violent  and  dangerous 
refources  as  cauftic,  without  a trial  of  milder  methods:  but  let  him  fpeak 
for  himfelf;  “ Has  the  ProfefTor  never  heard  of  catgut  bougies  being  in 
ufe?  Has  he  never  heard  it  hinted  that  they  had  a preference  on  many 
accounts  to  the  feeble  flender  bougies  which  he  recommends?  Has  the 
ProfefTor  never  read  any  authors  who  have  recommended  them?  Does 
not  he  know  that  they  are  now  brought  into  general  practice  from  their 
preferable  advantages?  If  he  has  not  heard  of  them,  he  is  yet  to  be 
informed.  If  he  has  heard  of  them,  he  has  abufed  his  readers  by  his 
contemptuous  filence.  And  if  he  does  not  know  of  their  application, 
and  more  certain  fuccefs  in  overcoming  the  mod  contracted  ftriCtures, 
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he  has  yet  to  learn  what  the  whole  body  of  furgeons  are  already  ac, 
quainted  with.” 

Mr.  Foot  coincides  in  fentiment  with  thofe  truly  great  practitioners, 
Le  Dran,  Aftruc,  Saviard,  and  Sharp,  in  lamenting  the  exceffive  danger 
of  cauftic  aCting  on  parts  excluded  from  our  fight,  and  perhaps  deftroying 
fuch  as  did  not  conduce  to  the  removal  of  the  obftruCtion  ; and  obferves, 
‘ 1 he  moil:  eminent  of  the  profeflion  that  had  laft  written  upon  the 
fubjeCt  execrated  the  idea,  and  flung  it  out  of  practice.” 

He  then  feverely  attacks  Mr.  Hunter  on  the  arrogance  of  afluming  the 
difcovery  of  applying  cauftic  to  the  urethra,  in  1752,  which  had  been 
mentioned,  particularly  by  Wifeman,  above  fifty  years  before,  and  by 
moft  fucceeding  authors,  efpecially  Sharp  in  his  Critical  Inquiry,  pub- 
liftied  1750,  in  which  difeafes  of  the  urethra  and  their  cure  occupy  near 
one  hundred  pages,  and  concludes  the  obfervation  by  a very  appropriate 
quotation  from  Johnfon  : “ Even  a man,  whole  genius  qualifies  him  for 
great  undertakings,  muft  be  content  to  learn,  at  leaft,  from  books  the 
prefent  ftate  of  human  knowledge;  that  he  may,  not  afcribe  to  himfelf 
the  invention  of  arts  generally  known,  weary  his  attention  with  experi- 
ments, of  which  the  event  has  been  long  regiftered,  and  wafte  in  attempts 
that  have  already  fucceeded  or  mifcarried,  that  time  which  might  have 
been  fpent  with  ufefuinefs  and  honour  upon  new  undertakings.” 

In  Mr,  Foot  s quarto  volume,  page  302  & feq.  he  mentions  the 
inefficacy  of  cauftic,  and  fays,  “ I myfelf  know  but  of  verv  few  inftances 
where  cauftic,  if  it  could  be  applied  fafelv,  and  if  it  could  be  brought  to 
aft  on  the  intended  parts,  can  effeCt  a cure.  When  the  urethra  is 
thickened  for  fame  length , that  cannot  he  J 'aid  to  he  a cafe  for  cauftic.  When 
the  fit  oft  ate  gland  is  difeafed , that  cannot  he  faid  to  he  a cafe  fitting  for  cauftic. 
M hen  thgt  e is  an  ulcer  formed  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder , the  cauftic  would 
only  precipitate  the  danger  of  it.  When  the  glands  in  general  throughout  the 
wethra  at  e fcrophuloufly  aftedled , and  when  the  lacunee  of  them  are  difeafed , 
in  fuch  cafes  cauftic  could  do  no  good.  It  muft  appear  very  ftrange,  and 
the  importance  of  fome  muft  be  not  a little  funk,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  this  application  of  cauftic  is  recommended  indifcriminately  by  them 
in  every  ftriCture  that  offers  within  the  urethra.” 

M.  Teytaud,  now  in  full  practice  at  Paris. — This  is  one  of  the 
moft  modern  authors  who  has  written  on  gonorrhoea  and  its  confe- 
quences,  as  urethral  obftruCtions,  &c.  He  has,  by  actual  diffeCtion,  found 
ulcers  of  various  fize,  with  canons' edges,  fungus  in  the  urethra,  cicatrices 
of  former  ulcers,  and  contractions  impeding  the  free  paflage  of  the  urine. 

Not  to  enter  too  minutely  into  the  treatment  of  every  affeCtion  irre- 
levant to  the  prefent  lubjeCt;  his  practice  in  cafes  of  ftriCture  fhall  only 
be  noticed. 


4 


After 


( *49  ) 

After  animadverting  on  the  variety  of  caufes  that  may  produce  urethral 
obftrudtion,  heobferves,  that  they  are  curable  by  proper  bougies : he,  at 
firft,  embraced  the  dodtrine  of  mechanical  diftenfion,  by  fimple  bougies, 
being  alone  neceffary;  but  he  frankly  confefles  that,  from  repeated 
failures,  in  a variety  of  cafes,  he  became  fully  convinced  that  their  com- 
pofition  fhould  be  various  according  to  the  affection. 

He  then  obferves,  that  the  fuccefs  of  this  practice  has  been  clearly 
proved  under  the  infpedtion  of  M.  M.  De  Horne,  Doublet,  Thouret, 
and  Jeanroy,  who  were  appointed  to  obferve  the  effedt  produced  by  his 
bougies.  To  prevent  any  odium  of  empiricifm,  and  to  prove  the  trdfh 
of  his  aflerlions,  he  has  publiflied  every  formula  of  remedies  ufed  in  the 
cure  of  thefe  complaints 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bell. — This  furgeon  has  written  on  the  gonorrhoea 
and  its  confequent  affedtions  ; he  feverely  animadverts  on  the  mifehievous 
effedts  of  cauftic,  affirms  that  it  feldom  or  never  anfwers  the  purpofe 
for  which  it  is  applied,  and  obferves,  “ This  pradtice  prevailed  upwards 
of  an  hundred  years  ago,  but,  being  both  hazardous  and  uncertain , it 
appears  foon  to  have  been  relinquifhed.  It  has  lately,  however,  been 
revived,  or  rather  an  attempt  has  been  made  for  reviving  it,  by  the  late 
Mr.  Hunter,  of  London,  and  Bill  more  lately  by  Mr.  Home.  But 
as  I confider  the  pradtice  attended  with  danger,  and  not  likely  often  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe,  I ffiall  briefly  Hate  what  leads  me  to  form  tills 
opinion,  &c. 

“ The  introduction  of  cauftic  into  the  urethra  muft  prove  hazardous 
from  two  circumftances ; our  not  being  able,  even  with  all  the  pains  we 
can  take,  to  apply  it  to  the  Jlriflure  alone , without  injuring  the  contiguous 
pari  of  the  urethra;  and  the  rifk  there  muft  always  be  of  fome  fmall  portion 
of  the  cauftic  breaking  off  and  refting  in  the  paflage. 

“ On  thefe  accounts  it  would  appear,  that,  for  the  removal  of  ftridtures 
in  the  urethra,  the  application  of  cauftic  is  either  unnecejfary , or  in’  a very 
confiderable  degree  unfafe , and  at  the  fame  time  of^very  uncertain  effedt. 
In  other  parts  of  the  body,  we  all  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  remove  even 
the  callous  edges  of  an  ulcer  with  cauftic;  nay,  that  ne tv  Jiarts  feem 
often  to  form  below,  before  the  efehar  produced  by  a previous  applica- 
tion of  the  cauftic  has  come  off.  I have  no  hefitation,  therefore,  in 
faying,  that  in  fimilar  affedtions  of  the  urethra,  proceeding  to  the 
extent  which  we  here  fuppofe  them  to  have  done,  cauftic  would  be 
altogether  inadequate  for  the  purpofe,  or  that  it  muft  be  applied  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  be  productive  of  much  hazard 

* For  which  his  work  in  French,  lately  publiflied,  maybe  referred  to. 
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ON  THE  METHODS  OF  TREATING  THE  RAVAGING  EFFECTS 
OF  CAUSTICS  APPLIED  TO  THE  URETHRA. 

^^UMEROJJS  inftances  lately  have  proved,  not  only  the 
inefficacy  of  cauftics  to  remove  obftru&ions  of  the  urethra  ; 
but  likewife  many  additional  injuries  to  that  canal,  which  did  not 
exill  before  the  cauftic  was  applied,  and  which  were  the  evident 
effects  of  efcharotics.  I.  Violent  acute  pains.  2.  Inflammation 
of  the  urethra,  proftate,  and  bladder.  3.  Elevation  of  the 
deflroyed  part,  efchar,  or  Hough.  4.  Haemorrhage,  or  profufe 
bleedings.  5.  Depofition  of  urine  in  the  cells  of  the  cellular 
Urudure  of  the  perinaeum,  fcrotum,  or  penis.  6.  Abfcefs.  7. 
Ulcers  often  incurable.  8.  Total  fuppreffion  of  urine  from 
thickened  membranes.  9.  Mortification.  10.  The  moft  pain- 
ful death. 

DREADFUL  PAINS  THE  IMMEDIATE  EFFECTS  OF  THE  CAUSTIC. 

Infenfible  muft  that  man  be  to  human  mifery,  who  could  think  of 
applying  efcharotics  to  a part  as  exquifite  in  fenfibility  as  the  eye  itfelf ; in 
a part  hid  from  human  fight,  and  where  no  defeiifive  plafler  could  be 
applied  to  limit  the  burning  effedfs  of  the  remedy.  The  firft  effedi  is 
torturing  pain.  This  muft  be  fubmitted  to  repeatedly,  as  long  as  the 
urethral  caufticator  thinks  it  neceffary  to  repeat  his  cruel  application, 
which  I have  knov/n  to  be  ufed  above  two  hundred  times  in  the  courfe 
of  fome  months,  to  the  injury  of  partsi  without  the  defired  effedt. 
The  deftrudtion  of  the  nervous  expanfion  in  the  urethra  has  deftroyed,  in 
lome  inftances,  the  exquifite  fenfibility  of  that  canal,  on  which  fome 
artifts  have  pretended  that  the  urethra  is  not  fo  fenfible  as  fuppofed. 
How  can  it  be  fenfible,  when  the  caufe  of  fenfibility  is  deftroved? 

ESCHAR,  AND  ITS  SEPARATIONS. 

Every  pcrfon  who  comprehends  the  adfion  of  cauftic  on  living  human 
fubftances,  muft  remember  that  the  firft  effedi:  is  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
part,  in  certain  degrees,  on  which  it  operates;  the  fecond  is  the  elevation, 
loofeniiig,  and  feparation  of  the  efchar.  This  always  takes  up  a few 
days,  and,  in  the  urethra,  very  often  obftmdts  the  paffage  of  urine.  This 
the  artifts  remove  by  palling  a moderate  fixed  bougie  with  fome  confider- 
able  force  : hamorrhage  often  follows  this  forcing  off  the  Hough,  and  all 
thefe  effedts  muft  be  produced  in  fucceffion,  more, or  lefs,  as  often  as  the 
corroding  cauftic  is  repeated.  A fanious  difcharge  to  a confiderable 
degree  is  the  confequence,  and  ulceration,  more  or  lefs  deep,  in  propor- 
tion 
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tlon  as  the  cauftic  has  a£ted  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  which  cannot 
a priori  be  afeertained  bv  any  caufticator  or  human  being  whatever.  An 
ulcer,  then,  produced  by  the  cauftic,  fuperficial,  deep,  or  extended, 
muft  be  the  firft  profpedt  of  cure;  a larger  bougie  then  can  be  pafled,  and 
the  urine  iflues  more  freely  through,  with  fmarting  and  pain.  How  can 
any  reflecting  perfon  expert  the  ulcer  produced  by  art,  namely,  by  the 
deftnnftive  cauflic,  to  be  eafier  to  heal,  than  the  ulcer  arifing  from 
abfeefs,  excoriation,  &c.  about  the  verumontanum,  proftate  gland,  neck 
of  the  bladder,  &c.  ? From  the  palling  of  urine,  every  ulcer  in  the 
urethra  is  difficult  of  cure;  which  is  well  known  to  all  experienced  and 
candid  practitioners.  What  charm  may  induce  ulcers  produced  by  a 
caujlic  to  be  lefs  difficult  of  cure,  than  thofe  which  happen  without  caujlic, 
would  be  very  difficult  for  even  the  caufticators  to  determine.  FaCts, 
however,  declare  the  truth,  which  caufticators  conceal;  for  no  art, 
however  fublime,  has  yet  been  difeovered  to  effectually  cure  thefe  ulcers, 
the  remains  of  rafh  efcharotic  applications,  which  frequently  impede  the 
urine,  and  render  patients,  through  pain,  more  miferable  than  before  the 
cauflic  was  applied  : many  inftances  of  which,  with  additional  callofities 
in  the  urethra,  in  London,  are  ftriking  examples,  at  this  prefent  moment, 

HEMORRHAGE,  OR  PROFUSE  BLEEDING. 

The  profufe  bleeding  attending  the  application  of  the  cauftic  has,  in 
fome  inftances,  proved  fatal,  which  many  furgeons  in  this  metropolis 
have  been  witnefles  of:  in  other  cafes,  naufea,  extreme  coldnefs  and 
faintings,  have  been  the  confequence  of  profufe  effufions  of  blood.  When 
the  bleeding  has  flopped,  the  urethra  has  been  fo  filled  with  coagulated 
blood,  that  the  urine  has  been  totally  fuppreJJ'ed,  and  with  the  greatefl 
difficulty  drawn  off  by  a catheter ; which  operation,  however  carefully 
performed,  has  produced frejh  haemorrhage. 

In  which  cafe  the  furgeon  muft  proceed  according  to  circumftances, 
carefully  avoiding  the  cauftic  practice,  that  has  produced  fuch  a danger- 
ous difafter  where  no  haemorrhage  pre-exifted.  Cold  bathing  the  parts, 
tincture  of  rofes  and  opiates,  judicioufly  applied,  are  the  belt  remedies,  & c. 

, I 

INFLAMMATION. 

Great  inflammation  fometimes  fucceeds  the  cauftic,  by  which  the 
paffage,  formerly  {lightly  obit  runted,  is  almoft  obliterated  by  a thickening 
of  the  membranes  lining  the  urethra.  Warm  bathing  long  repeated, 
bleeding,  cooling  cathartics  and  clyfters,  nitre  and  camphor,  are  expedient. 
There  are  inftances  on  record,  where  rafli  furgeons  have  attempted  with 
repeated  cauftics  to  burn  a paffage  through  the  obliterated  urethra  ; and 
this  project,  fo  replete  with  barbarity,  as  might  be  reafonably  expected 
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by  every  judicious  and  reflecting  man,  after  horrid  torments,  has  killed 
the  miferable  patient. 

If  bougies,  catgut  or  others,  be  applied  in  thefe  cafes,  the  greateft 
caution  and  Ikill  are  requifite;  or  if  palling  the  catheter  be  attempted, 
great  care  fhould  be  obferved,  that  very  little  or  no  force  Ihould  be  ufed, 
left  a new  opening  be  made  into  the  bladder,  which  I have  known  to  hap- 
pen, and  it  proved  fatal.  Oleaginous  remedies,  with  nitre,  peniluvium 
of  emollients  and  opiates,  mucilaginous  refrigerant  drinks,  &c.  & c.  are 
to  be  adminifter'ed. 

DEPOSITIONS  OF  URINE  OR  FLUID  IN  THE  CELLULAR  STRUCTURE 
OF  THE  PERINAEUM,  SCROTUM,  OR  PENIS. 

The  burnmg  precarious  cauftic,  fometimes  inftead  of  atfting  only  on 
what  may  be  fuppofed  the  caufe  of  ftritfture,  forms  a deeper  efchar  than 
the  lkilfulleft  artift  intended.  Urine,  inftead  of  palling  through  the 
urethral  canal,  forms  depolitions  in  the  cellular  ftrufture  of  the  above- 
recited  parts,  occalioning  violent  inflammations,  enormous  fwellings  and 
diftenlions,  threatening  mortification,  and  which  in  fome  inftances  ter- 
minate fatally  by  gangrene. 

In  fuch  defperate  affe£tions,  it  is  difficult  to  give  written  directions; 
for  the  diverlity  of  cafes  requires  diffimilar  treatment,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances.  The  urine  fhould  be  led,  if  poffible,  through  the  urethra 
by  preferving  a flexible  catheter  through  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  that  the 
urine  as  it  iffiues  may  not  depofit  that  acrid  irritating  fluid  in  the  cellular 
parts.  Sometimes  all  efforts  are  fruitlefs ; in  which  cafe  the  art  muft 
fubmit;  but  the  patient  rniferably  perilhes. 

ABSCESSES  AND  ULCERS. 

Abfceffes  form  in  the  paffage  in  different  parts  near  the  verumontanum, 
proftate,  neck  of  the  bladder.  A total  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  the  eonfe- 
quence;  which,  notwkhftanding  the  lkilfulleft  treatment,  proves  fatal. 
Operations  in  this  cafe  are  fometimes  neceffary,  which  fhould  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  confideration  of  judicious  furgeons.  In  defperate  difeafes 
defperate  remedies  are  fometimes  to  be  applied,  after  humanely  apprizing 
the  patient  and  friends  of  the  preffing  danger. 

ULCERS. 

Ulcers  fucceed  the  ufe  of  the  cauftic,  incurable  ulcers,  where  none 
before  exifted. 

In  thefe  cafes,  the  ufe  of  the  methods  already  recommended  mav  be 
fometimes,  though  not  always,  ufeful.  Two  cafes  fhall  here  be  pro- 
duced, amongft  many  more  that  might  be  added ; which  may  prove  a 
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k(Tbn  of  caution  to  the  caufticators,  and  perhaps  may  deter  the  affliifted 
from  fulfering  luch  dangerous  experiments  on  fome  of  the  moft  ex- 
quifitely  fenfible  parts  of  the  human  body.' 

Cafe. 

An  officer  had  experienced  frequent  gonorrhoea ; in  fome  he  fiif- 
fered  the  ufe  of  aftringent  inje&ions,  by  the  advice  of  a celebrated  though 
rafh  iurgeon.  A long  time  he  felt  no  ill  effefls ; but  as  he  advanced  in 
life,  the  urine  in  its  paffiage  was  obftrufted,  with  an  evacuation  of  mu- 
cus. I recommended  mucilaginous  and  oleous  remedies;  and  occafion- 
ally,  in  cafe  of  temporary  obftru&ion,  to  pafs  a bougie.  The  patient, 
purfuing  his  pleafures  and  free  living,  would  not  fubmit  to  any  regular 
plan  of  cure.  In  this  manner  he  proceeded  fome  years  without  any  great 
inconvenience.  In  the  fpring  of  1799  * was  again  confulted,  and  on 
examining  the  urine,  in  head  of  mucus  I perceived  a greenifh-  coloured 
purulent  pus,  fetid  in  fmell  and  difagreeable  to  the  fight.  This  was 
accompanied  every  morning,  on  waking,  with  an  obftru&ion  of  urine, 
which  could  not  be  removed  without  the  introduction  of  a bougie. 

On  examining  the  cafe  accurately,  I difcovered  the  ulcer  was  near  the 
verumontanum.  Through  an  ivory  tube,  the  end  of  which  came  as  near 
as  poffible  to  the  part  affected,  was  inje&ed  a fmall  quantity  of  lotto a ftehe- 
hans,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  deterge  the  foul  ulcer.  A dry  regimen  was 
recommended,  and  innocent  mucilaginous  diet.  Internally  was  taken 
folutio  antimoniahs  msrcurialis  in  deco<ftion  of  farfaparilla;  which  greatly 
affifts  the  cure  of  moft  evil  ulcers.  The  patient  continued  the  plan  for 
three  weeks ; the  pus  amended  in  quality  and  diminiflied  in  quantity. 
The  patient  was  much  relieved.  Wiflting  to  expedite  the  cure,  a grain 
more  of  the  hydrarg.  muriat.  was  added  to  eight  ounces  of  the  folutio 
penetrans,  but  this  the  urethra  of  the  patient  could  not  bear.  One  grain  to 
eight  ounces  of  water  was  all  that  could  be  admitted.  This  plan  fucceeded 
in  rendering  all  the  fvmptoms  better;  and  the  pus  very  much  diminiftiing, 
fo  as  to  be  very  little  in  quantity,  to  three  ounces  of  oleum  amygdalarum 
was  added  one  dram  of  extrailum  faturni,  and  conveved  to  the  part 
affected  in  the  urethra.  This  anfwered  well,  and  little  appearance  of 
ulcer  remained;  but  ftill  mucus  iffues  with  urine,  which  I havereafon  to 
conclude  will  continue  through  the  remainder  of  the  patient’s  life.  Some 
time  after  this,  I was  informed  by  the  attendant  furgeon,  that  the  patient 
had  been  perfuaded  to  have  cauftic  bougies  applied,  as  a radical  cure  for 
his  complaint;  inftead  of  which  the  ulcer  was  produced  in  the  urethra, 
where  no  fuch  difeafe  was  before.  A friend  of  this  gentleman’s  loft  his 
life  by  the  cauftic  bougie  practice,  which  fo  alarmed  the  officer,  that  he 
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refitted  all  further  perfuafion  to  have  it  introduced;  or  he  might  have 
fhared  the  fate  of  his  more  credulous  friend. 

Cafe  -where  the  Caujlic  was  applied  above  one  hundred  Times, 

A refpe&able  tradefman,  who  had  been  treated  by  aftringent  injec- 
tions above  ten  years  fince,  foon  after  found  a ftrifture  in  the  urethra, 
which  he  occafionlly  removed  by  a common  bougie ; being  too  irritable 
to  undergo  a proper  courfe.  Lately  this  patient  applied  for  my  opinion 
again,  when,  on  examining,  I perceived  the  whole  flap  of  the  fliirt 
ttiffened  like  buckram,  and  covered  with  purulent  pus  and  fanies.  The 
evacuation  of  urine  was  greatly  impeded,  and  on  every  expulfatory  effort, 
violent  agonizing  pains  were  experienced.  The  patient  faid  he  had  been 
nearly  two  years  under  a caujlic  bougie  courfe , that  he  had  fuffered  the 
cauftic  bougie  to  be  applied  between  one  and  two  hundred  times.  Every 
time  he  experienced  the  moft  exquifite  pain  and  miferv,  and  at  times  muck 
blood  iffued.  In  this  manner  he  continued  fuffering  torture,  whilft  the 
caufticating  artift  confidently  promifed  him  a certain  cure  in  the  end. 
The  reverfe,  after  this  repeated  mifery,  pain,  and  treatment,  was  the 
eonfequence.  Every  day  there  is  fuch  a purulent  and  famous  ftinking 
difcharge  iffuing  from  the  ulcers,  as  to  be  horrid  to  behold.  I requefted 
my  neighbour,  Mr.  Kerrifon,  formerly  my  pupil  at  the  St.  Mary-le-bone 
Infirmary,  to  pafs  a bougie.  He  found  three  obftru&ions  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  verumontanum,  proftate,  and  neck  of  the  bladder, 
which  twitted  the  point  of  the  bougie  into  a fpiral  form,  fomething  fimilar 
to  a corkfcrew.  I declared  the  cafe  to  be  incurable ; but  he  might  try 
medicated  bougies  with  Daran’s  unguent,  which  Mr.  Kerrifon  applied 
repeatedly.  The  mifery  of  this  unfortunate  patient  is  beyond  defcription 
horrid.  There  is  little  probability  of  relief,  or  even  a'  palliation,  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  and  indeed  death  under  fuch  diftrefling  circum- 
ftances  mutt  be  confidered  the  greateft  confolation.  The  fhocking  tor- 
tures this  unfortunate  feels  is  nearly  fufficient  to  make  him  commit  fui- 
tide  as  the  moft  certain  means  of  relief. 

MORTIFICATION  AND  DREADFULLY  PAINFUL  DEATH. 

T>iffe£tions  pofl  mortem  prove,  that  where  gangrenes  have  happened 
from  the  effects  of  cauftics  adminiftered  to  the  urethra,  they  are  frequently 
different  from  the  fymptoms  common  to  other  mortifications.  In  other 
gangrenes  a ceflation  of  pain  accompanies  mortification ; and  though  it 
may  be  the  forerunner  of  death,  yet  pain  diminifhes  in  proportion  as  the 
gangrene  advances  in  its  road  to  fatality.  This  may  be  obferved  in 
mortification  of  the  inteftines  and  many  other  parts;  where  fyncope,  cold 

fweats 


( MS  ) 

fweats  without  pain,  are  the  concomitants  ; the  patient  is  frequently  fen- 
fible  to  the  laft,  and  with  a mind  but  a moment  before  perfectly  correCt, 
dies ! On  the  contrary,  when  a mortification,  fucceeding  cauftics  applied 
to  the  urethra,  commences  and  proceeds,  the  unfortunate  patient  is  in 
violent  agonies;  nothing  but  piercing  cries,  groans,  and  {hocking  lament- 
ations are  heard ; not  only  whilft  the  atfeCted  retain  their  fenfes,  but 
apparently  after  all  the  mental  powers  are  abolifhed.  By  the  mournful 
and  triftful  tones,  Ihort  breathings,  and  miferable  gefticulations,  every 
reflecting  fpeCtator  of  the  tragic  fcene  mull  be  {truck  with  conviction  of 
the  internal  and  diftraCting  fenfations  ; and  this  often  continues  until  the 
laft  breath,  before  the  wretched  patient  expires. 

Tliefe  are  a few  of  the  deleterious  confequences  of  cauftics.  The 
abolition  of  the  fublimeft  pleafure  which  man  enjoys  by  theaCtof  coition, 
and  the  incapability  of  procreating  the  human  fpecies,  from  impotence 
in  the  ejaculation  of  femen,  are  trifles  light  as  air  in  comparifon  to  the 
torments  already  defcribed, 

REASONING  ON  THE  INJURY  DONE  TO  THE  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE 
GENITAL  PARTS,  BY  INJECTIONS,  CAUSTICS,  &C. 

The  experience  of  the  molt  learned  phyficians  and  celebrated  furgeons 
in  Europe  has  been  produced,  in  direCt  oppofition  to  many  prevailing 
prejudices.  FaCts  are  innumerable;  but  it  maybe  neceflary,  in  addi* 
tional  confirmation  of  the  importance  of  a fpeedy  change  of  practice,  to 
reafon  profeflionally,  from  the  anatomical  ftruCture  of  the  parts,  phyfio* 
logy,  pathology,  and  therapeutics,  on  the  objectionable  doCtrines,  that 
have  been  productive  of  the  various  difafters  already  enumerated. 

The  femen  mafculinum,  or  male  feed,  is  firft  formed  in  the  tes- 
ticules,  then  repofited  in  the  vesicul^e  seminales  or  feminal  ve- 
ficles,  afterwards  powerfully  emitted  with  a projeCtile  force,  from  the 
canal  of  the  penis  or  yard,  into  the  uterus  or  womb ; where  it  renders 
the  female  ovum  prolific  *. 

The  tefticles  may  in  vain  fecrete  or  form  feed  if  any  impediment 
prevent  its  free  egrefs  through  the  duCts  or  canals  of  the  feminal  veficles, 
placed  in  the  urethra.  The  aftringent  injections,  or  deftruCtive  cauftics, 
frequently  injure  or  deftroy  the  aCtion  of  the  feminal  veficles;  hence  an 
incurable  impotence,  by  prevention  of  the  femen  palling  from  the  veficles 
into  the  urethra. 

/ s , ' 

* Thofe  who  would  comprehend  thefe  and  other  functions,  the  (IruCture 
and  ufes  of  all  parts  concerned,  may  confult  the  fixty-fifth  copper-plate 
engraving  in  my  Schola  Medicinae  Uni'verfalis  Nova,  in  Latin,  or  in  the 
Englilh  tranflation  of  that  work;  where  every  part  of  the  male  and  female 
parts  of  generation  is  delineated. 
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The  erection  of  the  penis  muft  be  complete.  The  ejaculation 

OF  semen  mould  be  vigor  Oil  fly  performed,  and  depends  on  many  circum- 
Jicuices  f. 

The  exquifite  pleafures  of  love  and  the  procreation  of  the  human 
fpecies  muft  ever  be  confidered  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  human 

f Some  of  the  neceffary  powers  of  erection  and  projectile  force  with 
*’Illch  the  femen  fliould  be  ejaculated,  are  contained  in  the  following 
quotation  from  the  great  and  immortal  Haller,  page  184,  paragraph 
DCCCXL.  &c. 

A long-continued  and  violent  ereCtion  is  at  laft  joined  commonly  with 
an  expulfion  of  the  femen;  and  this  requires  much  greater  force  than  is 
requite  for  the  erection  only.  For  the  femen  follows  at  that  time 
when  the  irritation  of  the  nerves  is  arrived  at  its  greateft  height:  and  in 
natural  venery  indeed,  when  at  length  the  cellular  fpaces  of  the  urethra  and 
its  continuous  glands,  which  are  at  laft  filled,  become  lo  far  diftended  with 
a large  quantity  of  warm  blood,  that  the  nervous  papilla,  ftretched  out  in 
the  latter,  become  violently  affeCted  from  the  irritating  or  pleafing  caufe; 
the  feminal  vehicles  are  emptied  by  the  levator  nrufcles  of  the  anus,  which 
piefs  them  againft  the  refilling  bladder  with  a convulfive  motion,  excited 
eithei  by  a voluptuous  imagination,  or  from  the  pruritus  that  is  exquifite  in 
the  nerves  of  the  glans,  principally  in  its  lower  part,  which  is  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  the  frenum.  Hence  the  femen  is  never  difcharged  with  any  of 
the  urine,  in  an  healthy  man;  becaufe  the  expulfion  of  it  requires  the 
bladder  to  be  clofed  or  drawn  up  firmly  together;  for,  while  lax,  it  affords 
little  or  no  refiftance  to  the  feminal  velicles.  The  tranfverfe  mufcles 
feem  to  dilate  the  canal  of  the  urethra  for  the  reception  of  the  femen 
exprefl'ed  from  the  velicles. 

“ Soon  afterwards  the  powers  conftringing  the  urethra  are,  from  the 
irritation  of  the  very  fenfible  fabric  of  that  canal,  put  into  aCtion.  To 
this  conftriClion  conduces  principally  the  accelerator,  which  makes  a 
poweihtl  concufilon  of  the  bulb  and  adjacent  part  of  the  urethra,  fo  as  to 
propel  the  contents  more  fwiltly,  in  proportion  as  the  bulb  has  a larger 
diameter  than  that  of  the  urethra.  But  that  this  may  aft  firmly,  the 
fphinfter  of  the  anus,  together  with  that  of  the  bladder,  muft  be  well  fhut. 
lhe  accelerator  mufcle  feemsalfo  principally  concerned  in  the  erection,  by 
comprefiing  the  veins  of  the  corpus  cavernofum  of  the  urethra.  At  the 
fame  time  the  e re ores  penis,  as  they  are  called,  arifing  from  the  tubercles  of 
the  ifchium,  become  ftrong,  and  are  inl'crted  into  the  cavernous  bodies, 
fultaining  the  penis  as  a fort  ot  medium  Letwixt  the  tranfverfe  and  perpen- 
dicular diredlion.  1 bus  the  femen  is  drove  into  the  vagina,  and  into  the 
uterus  itlelf,  in  a piolific  coition:  the  whole  action  of  which  is  very  impetu- 
ous, and  cpmes  near  to  a convulfion  ; whence  it  wonderfully  weakens  the 
habit,  and  greatly  injures  the  whole  nervous  fyftcm,  as  the  maladies  arifing 
<rom  thence  feem  to  indicate,  in  confequence  of  the  affeftion  of  the  nerves, 
without  which  the  femen  cannot  be  expelled.’' 


foqiety. 
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focicty.  All  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra  enumerated  confequent  to  aftrin- 
gent  injections  and  cauftic  bougies,  befide  thfe  mifery  produced,  not  only 
impede  the  acl  of  coition  and  the  free  difcharge  of  fimen,  but  render  the 
exprefs  order  of  the  Divine  Being  abortive,  which  is,  increase  and 
multiply.  The  injectors  and  caufticators  effectually  oppofe  this  divine 
ordinance; 

Neither  the  complete  erection  of  the  penis  nor  the  ejaculation  of 
fetnen  can  be  performed  with  vigour  or  perfection,  if  ftriCtures,  excref- 
cences,  callofities,  or  ulcers,  from  aftringent  injections,  or  the  effects  of 
burning  cauftics,  prevent  the  direCt  ereCtion  of  the  penis,  or  the  free 
projectile  force,  and  ftrong  ejection  of  the  feed  in  the  aCt  of  coition. 
The  penis  will,  in  many  of  thofe  difeafes,  be  curved  inftead  of  ftraight ; 
hence  other  aCtual  caufes  of  impotence,  and  an  impoffibility  of  procreating 
the  human  fpecies. 

The  femen,  in  fuch  complaints,  if  it  pafs  from  the  feed  vehicles, 
dribbles  through  the  urethra,  accompanied  fometimes  with  purulent 
matter,  or  is  very  faintly  ejeCted,  fo  as  not  to  be  perceived  by  the  female, 
to  the  great  difappointment  of  the  pleafures  of  love  to  both  parties. 
Amorous  efforts  are  attempted,  but  without  fruition. 

If  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  jirojiate,  verumontanum , or  any  other 
parts  of  the  urethra,  be  fwelled,  or  the  membranes  even  thickened,  or  con- 
tracted, fo  as  to  obftruCt  the  free  fpurting  of  feed  in  its  paffage,  diminifh- 
ing  the  natural,  healthful,  and  powerful  force,  or  the  mufcles  ereCting  the 
penis,  or  concerned  in  the  ejaculation  of  femen,  be  diminifhed  in  their 
aCtion  by  tumours,  &c.  procreation  is  deftroyed.  Behold  fome  of  the 
principal  caufes  of  impotence!  Behold  the  deftruCtive  effeCts  of  aftrin- 
gents  and  cauftics,  which,  befides  all  other  painful  and  dangerous  evils, 
deftroy  the  powers  of  generating  our  fpecies  ! 

the  running  of  a clap,  and  the  discharge  from  the  nose 

IN  A COLD,  quite  DIFFERENT. 

Another  fubterfuge  of  the  defenders  of  aftringent  injections  is,  the  fpe- 
cious  affertion,  that  the  infectious  venereal  efflux  from  the 
urethra  is  fimilar  to  a catarrh,  coryaa,  or  what  is  vulgarly  called 
a common  cold. 

How  any  ftrange  conceit  Ihould  enter  into  an  hypothetical  brain  is  not 
wonderful;  but  how  any  fedate  fober-minded  practitioner  in  the  learned 
profeflion  ofphyfic,  or  furgery,  ftiould  countenance  fuch  a deception,  is 
truly  aftonilhing ! 

The  diffimilarity  of  the  caufes  and  effeCts  of  the  difcharge  of  a common 
cold  and  a clap  is  fo  (taking,  that  the  flighteft  glan«e  of  the  eye  mult 

difeover 
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riifcover  it;  therefore  it  requires  very  little  reflection  or  examination  t6 
afcertain  the  abfolute  difference. 

Is  the  difcharge  from  catarrh,  cold,  &c.  infectious?  Will  it  commu- 
mcate  the  fame  diforder,  a cold,  by  contact  to  any  other  perfon?  Do 
people  with  colds,  give  colds  to  their  wives  or  neighbours?  Is  there 
no  difference  between  the  inflammation  and  efflux  from  the  mucal  ure- 
thral glands  arifing  from  venereal  poifon,  and  that  innocent  excretion 
anting  in  the  pituitary  membrane  of  the  nofe,  from  fudden  cold,  &c.? 
Where  is  the  firnilarity  of  thefe  two  widely  different  fluids?  Does  not 
the  checked  running  in  a clap  produce  fwelled  tefticles,  and  are  not  the 
various  parts  of  the  body  often  contaminated  by  the  abforption  of  venerea! 
infection  ? Do  not,  at  times,  all  the  various  fymptoms  of  the  confirmed 
lues  venerea  originate  from  urethral  and  chancrous  venereal  infeftion  ? 
V\  here  then  is  the  analogy  between  the  running  of  a clap  and  the  freezing 
and  running  of  the  nofe  from  a cold  ? Is  it  not  a fophiftical  argument 
h'  id  out  to  deceive  the  unwary  ? Does  the  catarrh  or  cold  produce  ob- 
ftruChons  m the  urinary  paflages,  pocky  eruptions,  tophs,  nodes,  noc- 
turnal excruciating  pains,  venereal  ulcers  in  the  throat  or  palate,  the  lofs 
of  the  nofe,  rotten  bones,  and  all  the  other  venereal  infectious  evils  re- 
cited in  the  foregoing  part  of  the  treatife? 

i o give  a greater  latitude  to  fair  reafoning,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
prove,  that  few  local  diforders  ever  exift  in  the  human  body.  Are  there 
any  real  difeafes,  that  do  not  excite  ungrateful  fenfations  in  the  body  ? 
The  part,  therefore,  where  the  diforder  may  be  fixed,  mult  include  ner- 
vous  legibility,  fympathy,  and  nervous  intelligence  to  the  brain,  or  com- 
mon fenforium.  If  the  nervous  fyftem  be  irritated  by  pain,  inflamma- 
tion, heat  of  urine,  venereal  ftrangury,  or  any  other  caufe,  a diforder  of  a 
part  cannot  alone  exift,  when  other  parts  compofingthe  human  body  are 
jenfibly  affeCted.  There  are,  therefore,  very  few  diforders  that  can  be 
called  local,  for  there  are  very  few  which  do  not  occafion  ungrateful 
fenfations  m the  nerves,  fever,  and  mental  difquietude,  &c. 


IF  DISEASES  be  similar  in  LOCALITY  and  causes,  they  should 

BE  CURED  IN  THE  SAME  MODE. 


As  the  injeftors  mfinuate,  that  the  common  affeCtion  of  a cold  irritating 
the  mucal  glands  of  the  nofe,  bronchia,  &c.  and  caufing  an  increafe  of 
mucal  difcharge,  is  lo  fimilarto  a virulent  infectious  efflux  from  the  ure- 
thra ; why  do  they  ufe  aftringents  ? If  any  practitioner  injeCted  the  nofe 
wit  i o utions  of  vitriol,  or  gave  ftyptics  in  a catarrh,  he  would  be 
thought  mad;  for  he  might  injure  the  afflicted.  Do  not  the  injeCtors 
net  oe  very  compofitions  ? As  the  objeCt  of  checking  a difcharge  from 
the  mucal  glands  in  the  urethra  in  venereal  cafes  is  fo  much  infilled  on;  if 

there 
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there  were  any  fimilarity  in  the  catarrh,  it  mu  ft  be  equally  neceftary  ia 
that  common  cold.  “Local  difeafes,”  fay  thefe  fages,  “only  re- 
quire local  remedies;  and  the  clap  is  as  innocent  as  an  efflux  of  a 
cold  from  the  nofe  or  throat,  and  perfectly  fimilar.”  The  tmooj.  e of 
urethral  venereal  infection  has  been  fully  proved  to  be  frequently  terribly 
noxious,  and  deftruCtive  in  confequences,  from  the  poifonous  itifeClioq; 
it  remains  for  the  injeCtors  to  prove  the  fame  of  catarrh  before  they  con- 
firm any  fimilitude  in  fireh  oppofite  difeafes. 

WHETHER  LOCAL  DISEASES  ONLY  REQUIRE  TOPICAL  OR  LOCAL 

REMEDIES. 

In  the  therapeutic  part,  falfe  principles  are  received  as  true.  It  is  laid 
in  defence  of  aftringent  injections,  cauftic  bougies,  or  cauftics  applied  to 
chancres,  that  local  diseases  only  require  local  remedies. 

The  inflammation  of  the  conjunctive  membrane  of  the  eye  is  ftriCtly  a 
local  difeafe,  evident  to  the  fight,  and  not  hidden  like  the  venereal  infec- 
tious inflammation  of  the  urethra  called  clap.  Three  fpecies,  amongft 
many  others,  may  be  mentioned  : the  moil  violent,  called  chemofis, 
the  venereal,  and  the  intermittent.  Will  local  applications  cure  thefe 
difeafes?  Are  not  the  moft  powerful  evacuations  of  bleeding,  cupping, 
faline  cathartics,  and  antiphlogiftics,  abftinence,  &c.  abfolutely  necefi- 
fary  in  the  firft  ? Will  any  remedies  but  mercurial  antivenereals  cure  the 
fecond?  Can  the  third  be  removed  without  bark,  vitriolic  acid,  with  pre- 
parations of  zinc,  & c.  ? Whoever  attempted  their  cure  without  internal 
proper  remedies,  as  well  as  appropriate  external  fomentations,  &c.  would 
beftigmatized  as  ignorant,  and  muft  be  the  caufe  of  blindnefs  in  propor- 
tion to  the  extenfion  of  practice  *. 

Inflammations  of  various  other  parts,  contufions,  different  fpecies  of 
ulcers,  although  ftriCtly  local,  frequently  require  the  moft  efficacious 
internal  remedies,  according  to  various  caufes.  The  propofition,  there- 
fore, of  LOCAL  DISEASES  ONLY  REQUIRING  LOCAL  REMEDIES,  IS 

inadmiffible  in  practice,  however  plaufible  it  may  appear  in  whimfical 
and  falfe  hypothefis. 

Befides,  the  injeCtors  and  caufticators  of  chancres  contradict  their 
own  hypothefis  by  their  practice.  Venereal  ulcers  in  the  throat,  palate, 
nofe,  tophs,  or  nodes  on  the  bones,  &c.  the  common  effeCts  of  cauftics 

# See  the  treatment  of  thefe  difeafes  in  the  third  volume  of  my  Rational 
Practice  of  Phyfic,  and  in  the  moft  approved,  experienced,  and  learned 
authors.  External  applications,  ufed  to  thefe  affeCtions,  have  blinded 
thoufands,  particularly  poultices;  which  have  caufed  fuppurations  and  the 
burfting  of  the  eye,  or  incurable  opacities  of  the  cornea,  See.  See  likewife 
my  Treatife  on  the  Cure  of  ulcerated  Legs  without  Reft,  by  removing 
Caufes  from  the  ConJlitutm)  Ice.  &c. 


applied 
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applied  to  chancres,  aftrlngent  injeaions,  or  leaving  the  clap  to  cure  itfelf, 
appear  many  years  after  their  fuppofed  cure  by  injeftion,  &c.  Thefe  are 
all  as  local  as  the  gonorrhoea  virulenta,  as  it  is  called,  and  arife  from  the 
lame po.fon,  nameiy,  venereal  infection ; yet  both  injedlors  and  cauftica- 
tors,  deferting  their  favourite  principle  of  local  diseases  only  re- 
CtiriRiNG  local  remedies,  apply  uni  verfals,  rub  in  mercurial  oint- 
ment unmercifully,  raife  vehement  falivations,  & c.  to  correft  and  cure 
the  baneful  effects  of  their  former  blundering  errors  *. 

Let  not  the  profeflion,  therefore,  nor  mankind,  be  any  longer  deceived 
by  fuch  futile  affertions,  which  in  their  confequences  have  produced 
fuch  a multiplicity  of  mifehief.  The  followers  of  fuch  unfounded  doc- 
trines cannot  too  foon  relinquifli  the  horrid  practice  of  injefting  and 
flopping  venereal  running,  on  Inch  fallacious  grounds;  bv  this  they  will 
infallibly  prevent  the  neceflity  of  caujlic , or  any  other  bougies. 

There  will  be  a plentiful  harveft  of  urethral  ftrictures  fo  long  as  aftrin- 
gent  injections,  either  through  the  impatience  of  the  infefted,  or  the 
errors  of  the  prejudiced,  exift.  The  cauffic  bougie  has,  and  will  have, 
ample  fcope  for  that  deleterious  pra&ice.  Frefh  dupes  will  arrive  daily, 
and  freffi  misfortunes  will  accompany  their  unfufpicious  credulity,  as  long 
as  cauffics  to  the  urethra  are  applied.  The  dead  tell  no  tales.  Thofe 
who  furvive  the  tormenting  pradice,  and  live  in  inexpreffible  miferv  from 
the  effects  of  cauffics,  &: c.  conceal  their  infirmities  as  much  as  pofiible, 
both  before  and  after  the  wretched  attempts  to  obtain  a radical  cure. 
Difappointed  in  their  fanguine  expectations,  they  apply  to  any  practi- 
tioner fooner  than  an  aftringent  injeCtor,  or  urethral  caufficator;  and, 
uhdft  thefe  rafh  operators  are  boaffing  of  fuccefsful  cures,  many  other 
»r  the  faculty  know  that  the  reverfe  is  the  truth,  and  could,  if  they 
pleand,  expofe  the  dreadful  fufterings,  and  often  ratal  catastrophe 
of  the  afflicted.  A delicacy  of  ftntiment,  a regard  for  the  honour  of  the 
srt,  and  the  characters  of  the  erroneous,  fliould  ever  prevent  perfonal it ies. 
i o attack  prejudices,  but  fpare  perfons,  is  the  mod  honourable  mode  of 
procedure.  It  is  hoped  the  multiplicity  of  proofs,  in  town  and  country, 
of  dreadful  injuries,  imperfeCt  cures,  or  fatal  effeas  from  cauffics,  fo 
■well  known  to  numerous  praaitioners,  will  prove  a bar  to  future  mif- 
ehief; Specially  as  mild  fuccefsful  methods  of  cure  are  communicated, 
in  \Vhich  there  is  neither  risk,  danger',  nor  apprehenfiori  of  fata- 
Llrv.  Il  JS  NOBLE  in  the  art  of  medicine  not  to  shrink 
PROM  DIFFICULTIES;  RUT  IT  IS  IRRATIONAL  TO  ATTEMPT  IM- 
POSSIBILITIES. 

* Violent  inflammation  of  the  proflate,  tefliclcs,  &c.  produces  fever,  re- 
quiring bleeding,  &c.  1 he  great  Sharp  recommends  free  bleeding,  Scq.  as 

m the  picurify,  &c.  See.  and  his  methods  are  fuccefsful. 

RECAPITULATION 


JT  is  reported,  that  a neft  of  irritated  hornets  will  furround  and 
torture  the  author  to  death,  for  daring  to  produce  thefe  important 
truths.  It  fhould  be  remembered,  that  not  any  one  pradtitioner, 
but  a numerous  hoft  of  the  mod  learned  men  in  Europe,  for 
above  two  centuries,  have  condemned  aftringent  injections.  To 
be  wounded  in  luch  refpedtable  and  learned  company  would  be 
the  higheft  honour.  Behold  the  formidable  veteran  army  of  true 
fcience  againft  chimerical  notions  and  palpable  abfurdities. 


Authors  who  have  severely  reprobated  astringent 

INJECTIONS,  AND  WHOSE  SENTIMENTS  ARE  QUOTED  IN 
THE  PRECEDING  PART  OF  THE  WORK. 

1.  Fernelius,  21.  Lieuteaud, 

2.  Julius  Ccefar  Benediftus,  22.  Brooks, 


3.  Jonftonus, 

4.  Sydenham, 

5.  Wifeman, 

6.  Riverius, 

7.  Nenter, 

8.  Pitcairn, 

9.  Freind, 

10.  Shaw, 

11.  Hoffman, 

12.  Robinfon, 

13.  Heifter, 

14.  Aftruc, 

15.  Col  de  Vilars, 

16.  Daran, 

17.  Van  Swieten, 

18.  Ludwig, 

19.  Rowley  *, 

20.  Vogel, 


23.  Juberthou, 

24.  Dibon, 

25.  Dionis, 

26.  Window, 

27.  Home, 

28.  Storck, 

29.  Stoll, 

30.  Marherr, 

31.  Plenck, 

32.  De  Meza, 

33.  Callifen, 

34.  Colombier, 

35.  Cullen, 

36.  Swediaur, 

37.  Pott, 

38.  Howard, 

39.  Mr.  Everard  Home, 

40.  Numerous  cotemporaries. 


* It  may  appear  extraordinary  to  fee  the  name  of  the  prefent  author  in 
the  lift ; but  a work  was  publifhed  on  the  fubjedt  thirty  years  ago.  It  was 
not  republifhed  in  the  Rational  Practice  of  Phyfic,  as  I never  intended  to 
interfere  in  furgery,  had  not  the  prefent  caufes  rendered  it  highly  neceffary, 
for  the  falvation  of  fociety,  and  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  humanity.  The  whole 
has  been  written  in  tfofe  momentary  opportunities  that  could  be  fpared  from 
the  continual  hurry  of  anextenfive  medical  town  practice. 

Y 


Dare 


Dare  any  praditioner,  however  elevated  in  his  own  efleem, 
afTert,  that  his  private  voice  fliould  be  attended  to  againft  fuch  an 
aflemblage  of  all  the  learning  in  Europe  ? Will  any  one  be 
fufficiently  bold  to  defend  the  aftringent  injedors  in  open  vio- 
lation of  thoufands  of  indubitable  and  forrowful  fads?  Are  there 
any  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  Europe,  who  would  countenance 
the  ftigmatized  dodrines,  in  dired  oppofition  to  truth?  If  there 
be  any  fuch  men  exifting,  they  ill  dcferve  the  name  of  phyficians; 
they  fliould  be  nominated  tormentors.  Contraded  pradice  may 
be  filent;  but  it  is  a great  advantage  in  this  grand  commercial  me- 
tropolis, where  venereal  cafes  are  fo  common,  that  any  novelty 
is  foon  afeertained,  as  to  its  utility  or  mifehief. 

THE  THREATENED  ATTACK  OF  THE  CAUSTICATORS. 

The  caufticators  in  Great  Britain,  fome  fay,  are  numerous; 
they  too,  fired  with  wrath,  will  take  the  field,  cauftics  in  hand, 
to  burn  and  confume  every  expofer  of  their  favourite  pradice. 
The  conflid  cannot  be  with  any  individual ; but  with  a confider- 
able  force  of  many  diftinguiflied  furgeons.  It  muff  be  the  battle 
of  rafh  projed  againfl  the  united  voice  of  found  reafon  and  long 
experience.  Many,  however,  have  deferted  the  cauftic  caufe, 
full  of  remorfe  and  contrition,  for  the  mifehiefs  they  have  occa- 
fioned  by  their  credulity  in  impoflibilities.  They  now  with 
afflidion  fay,  that  refiedion  comes  too  late  *.  There  is  another 
body  6f  praditioners,  few  in  number  it  is  hoped,  who  protefl, 
with  a pertinacious  proud  obftinacy,  they  will  not  defifl  until 
they  have  fired  the  urethras  of  feveral  more.  It  is  ferioufly  recom- 
mended to  thefe  to  view  Saviard’s  cafes.  Let  them  read  the 
lamentable  deferiptions  of  the  authors  produced  in  the  prefent 
work.  Let  them  induftrioufly  afeertain  many  recent  fads  in  this 
metropolis,  the  horrid  effeds  of  their  temerity.  Let  them  be 
convinced  that  the  unfeeling  projed  is  not  a new  contrivance; 
but  one  that  has  always  failed  and  produced  mifehief  in  the  hands 
of  different  impoftors  and  adventurers  for  nearly  two  centuries. 

* If  the  cenfured  practices  continue,  neither  mankind,  from  their  wilful 
credulity,  nor  the  uninformed  of  the  profeflion,  merit  the  folicitude  of  the 
fcience,  humanity,  and  integrity  of  thofe  honourable  characters,  who  have 
fo  freely  reprobated  atlringent  injections,  cauftic  bougies,  &c.  Even  the 
partial  ufe  of  aftringents  is  very  dubitable. 


Let  them  fee,  coolly  and  candidly,  the  reiterated  obfervations  of 
Ferrius,  Saviard,  Astruc,  De  la  Faye,  Samuel  Sharp, 
Le  Dran,  Daran,  and  all  thofe  eminent  furgeons  who  were 
mod  capable  of  giving  important  information,  advice,  and  warn- 
ing to  the  inexperienced  and  uninformed.  If  they  continue  the 
fhocking  practice,  after  thefe  public  teftimonies  of  difapprobation 
of  fo  many  fkilful  pra&itioners,  they  mull  be  confidered,  in  the 
highert:  degree,  incorrigible.  Behold  the  names  of  many  men, 
elevated  by  real  merit  and  fkill  to  the  higheft  rank  in  the  profefr 
lion  ! They  appear  not  like  the  unlettered,  who  boaft  they  never 
itudy  books,  and  are  too  conceited  to  be  taught  w'hat  they  do  not 
know  ; but  many  excellent  pracftifers,  who  fagacioufly  availed 
themfelves  of  the  bold  attempts,  fortunate  or  ill  fuccefs  of  their 
anceftors,  and  have  accordingly  regulated  their  conduit,  in  mod 
cafes,  by  the  laws  of  humanity,  and  the  rules  of  enlightened  fcicnce. 


1.  Ambrofe  Pare, 

2.  Alphonfus  Ferrius, 

3.  Foreftus, 

4.  Scultetus, 

5.  Wifeman, 

6.  Saviard, 

7.  Verdun, 

8.  Aftruc, 

9.  Col  de  Vilars, 


10.  Palfyn, 

11.  De  la  Faye, 

12.  Daran, 

13.  Sharp, 

14.  Heifter, 

15.  Le  Dran, 

16.  Jefle  Foot, 

17.  Bell, 

18.  Teytaud*. 


REASONINGS  OF  THE  CAUSTICATORS  PROVED  ERRONEOUS. 

Some  of  the  cauflicators,  when  preffed  on  the  fatality  of  their 
cruel  projeil,  cauftic  mania,  or  mad  rage  of  the  day,  acknow- 
ledge lives  have  been  hji,  in  fome  inftances  ; but  in  j unification. 


* There  are  tw  o or  three  quoted  as  having  ufed  cauftic  remedies,  particu- 
larly auripigmentum.  The  excellent  furgeon  of  l’Hotel  Dieu  of  Paris, 
Default,  whole  leftures  have  been  lately  publilhed  in  French,  and  who 
attended  the  late  unfortunate  Dauphin  of  France,  in  his  laft  unhappy  mo- 
ments, fays,  concerning  cauftics,  “ 11  y en  a comme  I’arfenic,  dont  la 
eaufticite  eft  ft  artive,  qu'on  doit  £tre  tres-circonfpect  dans  l’ufage  qu’orr 
en  fait.”  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  cauflicators  ever  examine  the  date  of 
patients  two  or  three  years  after  a fuppofed  cure;  if  they  did,  They  would 
immediately  relinquifh  the  pra&ice.  Many  inftances  of  the  dreadful  effefts 
have  come,  and  are  daily  coming,  under  my  own  obfervation.  The  aug- 
mented miferv  would  be  fhocking  to  relate. 

Y % 
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they  aflc,  what  chirurgical  operations  can  be  performed  without 
danger?  thus  endeavouring  to  confound  ftri&ures  cf  the  ure- 
thra with  the  capital  operations  of  amputation  in  cafes  of  gan- 
grene, or  gun-fhot  wounds  in  the  joints,  &c.  ; cutting  for  the 
Hone  ; or  trepanning  for  fra&ures  of  the  cranium,  See.  Thus,  they 
fatisfy  weak  minds  of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  cauflics  being 
applied  to  the  urethra,  to  remove  the  confequences  of  aflringent 
injedlions,  omilfions  of  mercury,  See.  &c.*  Such  fuperficial  rea- 
foning  muft  make  logic  laugh!  If  caufes  of  difeafes,  fituations, 
fimilarity  of  functions,  and  contiguous  fenhbility  of  parts  and 
danger,  be  not  analogous ; all  conclulions  from  fuch  remote  and  dif- 
fimilar  principles  mult  be  fophiflical  and  fallacious.  Such  arguments 
are  as  diflant  from  the  main  point,  as  eaft  from  well.  Are  patients, 
who  have  fuffered  flridtures  many  years  with  more  or  lefs  incon- 
venience, to  be  confidered  in  a hate  analogous  to  thofe  who  are 
fuffering  under  rapidly  fpreading  mortifications,  gun-fhot  wounds 
of  the  joints,  fractures  of  the  cranium,  Sec.  where  hazardous, 
very  dangerous  operations,  which  often  prove  fatal,  are  imme- 
diately neceffary,  as  the  only  probable  means  of  favinglife  ?j$V ill 
patients,  afflicted  with  long-continued  urethral  obflrudtioris,  die 
in  a few  hours  or  in  a day  or  two,  if  cauflics  be  not  applied  t ? 
Are  thofe  fiery  burning  weapons  the  only  miferable  refources,  in 
the  prefent  cultivated  feienee  of  furgery,  capable  of  affording 
relief?  No.  Milder  methods  have  univerfally  fucceeded  ; whilfl 
cauflics  have  produced  what  every  fkilful  furgeon  fhould  religioufly 
avoid  being  the  caufe  of,  namely,  intolerable  pains,  haemorrhage, 

* Though  Bilguer,  firfl  furgeon  of  the  armies  of  Frederic  the  Great,  king 
of  PrulTia,  has,  in  numerous  inflames,,  proved  the  contrary  in  regard  to 
gun-thot  wounds,  for  he  never  amputated,  where  it  was  a rule  of  art,  and 
yet  otten  tucceeded.  It  the  fame  practice  had  been  followed  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  all  his  patients  would  have  died  of  locked  jaws.  In  the  war  before 
lafl,  we  never  waited,  in  hot  climates,  for  a feparation  ; the  fafe.ft  mode  was 
to  amputate  eaily.  In  Mr.  Blizard’s  ingenious  Treatife  on  Gun-fliot 
Wounds  this  is  not  recommended.  I communicated  this  do&rine  in  the 
chapter  on  gun-fliot  wounds,  in  Medical  Advice  to  the  Army  and  Navy, 
prefented  to  his  Majelly  in  1776,  during  the  American  war. 

t Some  cavillers  and  defenders  aflc,  Suppofc  the  urethra  be  obliterated, 
would  not  cauftic  be  proper  there?  No:  it  has  been  tried,  and  proved 
tatal.  The  art  is  not  obliged  to  attempt  impoflibilities  in  defperate  cafes. 

1 he  art  likewife  has  better  methods,  which  every  fleilful  furgeon  knows. 
Befujes,  the  total  obliteration  is  a very  rare  cafe. 
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inflammation,  cold  fhiVerings,  abfcefs,  callofities,  incurable  ulcers, 
mortification,  and  an  agonizing  death  ! 

The  aftringent  injectors  inconliderately  pave  the  way  and  pre- 
pare inhuman  work  for  the  cauflicators  ; but  it  is  remarkable,  the 
cauflicators  declare  they  never  ufe  injections,  it  is  fufficient  for 
them  to  remove  the  effects.  $>uid  cji  hoc  ? tshiare  hcec  fubita  nw- 
tatlo  ? They  embark  in  the  fame  bottom,  and  mull  fink  or  fwim 
together.  The  cauflicators,  not  perhaps  knowing,  or  forgetting 
that  admirable  rule  in  fkilful  forgery,  Cuncta  prius  ten- 
tanda,  fly  to  their  torturing  remedy  with  eager  precipitation, 
and  ftride  in  violent  hafte  to  burn  a temporary  paflage  through 
the  urethra*;  without  trying  thofe  lenient  methods  that  have 
lucceeded  with  D.aran,  Sharp,  and  many  of  the  moft  excel- 
lent furgeons.  Were  thcfe  great  and  experienced  men  living, 
they  would  be  filled  with  horror;  their  fouls  would  freeze  at  the 
barbarity  of  the  times,  and  rafhnefs  of  the  prefent  coarfe  and 
random  applications.  By  the  unfeeling  violence  of  the  cauflica- 
tors,  they  have  produced,  in  fome  inftances,  the  frightful  opera- 
tion of  laying  open,  or  cutting  away,  the  corpus  spongiosum 
penis.  The  penis  itfelf,  in  other  inftances,  has  been  cut  off", 
amputated  ||  ! The  cauflicators,  therefore,  inftead  of  fecurely 
Iheltering  themfelves  and  defending  their  pradtice  on  the  plaufible 
plea  of  other  operations  being  dangerous,  and  laying  ftrefs  on 
that  circumftance  as  a vindication  of  their  ralhnefs,  and  the 
fatality  of  the  favourite  pradlice,  only  expofe  the  nakednefs  of  the 
land  in  the  fair  fields  of  reafon.  Such  fophifters  appear  to  have  a 
very  high  notion  of  their  own  fublime  faculties,  and  a very  con- 
temptuous opinion  of  the  mental  powers  of  others;  to  fuppofe 

* It  lias  proved  in  many  inftances  temporary , to  my  own  knowledge,  and 
iliat  of  many  other  practitioners.  If  the  ulcer  produced  by  the  cauftic  be 
curable,  a contracted  cicatrix  remains,  and  in  time  the  original  fymptoms 
of  oblliuCtion  reappear. 

|]  Can  any  thing  be  more  dreadful  to  mankind  than  the  lofs  of  thofe 
important  parts,  on  which  population  depends?  Women  fcarcely  ever 
know  the  accurfed  fymptoms  of  urethral  ftriCtures.  They  are  never  or 
rarely  cured  by  any  aftringent  injected  through  the  meatus  urinarius.  The 
lower  clafs  until  lately  efcaped;  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune  are  moft  the 
victims  to  the  mal-praCtices.  A military  furgeon  of  great  experience  ex- 
claimed the  other  day,  in  confirmation  of  my  obfervations,  “ Moft  of  the 
military  have  ruined  urethras!’’ 
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fiich  a flimfy  fuperffcial  fophifm  could  have  any  weight  amongft 
the  erudite  in  the  profeftion  of  phyfic,  a profeftion  in  which, 
amongft  many  members,  the  moft  extenfive  and  univerfal  learn- 
ing exifts.  The  firft  part  of  the  fentence,  cuncta  prius 
tentanda,  has  been  totally  difregarded,  as  if  no  fuch  humane 
and  excellent  maxim  belonged  to  the  moft  ufeful  art  of  furgery  ; 
for  they  attempt  nothing,  when  they  fhould  attempt  every  thing 
fafely  practicable.  Sed  immedicabile  vulnus  ense  reci- 
dendum,  ne  pars  sincera  trahatur,  has  been  the  pro- 
feffional  plea  for  amputation,  &c.  The  caufticators,  inftead  of 
obferving  this.wife  precept,  this  precept  of  neceftity  ; by  their  ac- 
tive fires,  force  sincere  and  healthful  parts  into  a ftate  of 
' dreadful  difeafe  ; then  ense  recidendum  is  put  into  execution, 
fometimes  by  the  lofs  of  the  penis,  or  fcrotum,  &c.  if  not  of  life  *. 

The  caufe  then  of  fuch  a premature  death  originates  in  the 
violence  of  the  canftic  application,  and  the  precipitancy  of  the 
furgeon,  who  would  not  attend  to  cuncta  prius  tentanda. 

THE  INJECTORS  AND  CAUSTICATORS  HAVE  MUCH  TO  PROVE 
TO  SUPPORT  THEIR  DOCTRINES. 

If  any  caufticating  furgeons  fhould  take  the  field  in  defence  of 
aftringent  injeClions  and  the  efcharotic  caufe,  publifh  their  names, 
and  declare  their  intentions  of  determined  perfeverance  in  that 
abominable  treatment,  it  would  be  a generous  aft  ; for  then  man- 
kind would  be  apprized  of  what  they  have  to  fuffer,  and  the  whole 
world  would  know  to  whom  they  are  obliged  for  all  the  various 
evils  recited;  to  whom  they  owe  all  the  misfortunes,  thatdiminifh 
the  honour  of  the  art,  and  which  make  all  humanity  fhudder ! 
If  they  undertake  the  defence  of  the  praftice,  they  muft  prove,  irf 
direft  contradiftion  to  the  learned  authors  quoted,  that  aftringent 
injeftions,  notwithftanding  the  daily  evils  they  produce,  and  for 
which  reafon  the  cauflicators  have  deferted  the  praftice  in  toto , 
are  harmlefs  and  falutary  : that  although  thousands  have  been 

* When  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  bladder  itfelf,  mortifies  by  the 
horrid  praftice,  which  has  happened,  enfe  recidendum  is  as  impoflible  as 
cutting  out  the  ftomach,  womb,  or  ureters,  heart,  &c.  It  cannot  be  per- 
formed without  inliantaneous  death  following.  So  that  when  a mortification 
of  any  part  of  the  bladder,  or  its  neck,  happens,  there  is  not  the  confolatioit 
of  cutting  away  the  difeafed  parts,  ne  pars  ftneera  trahatur. 
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poxed  from  the  exclufion  of  mercury  in  recent  venereal  infe&ion  ; 
yet  it  is  an  excellent  practice  to  omit  that  only  fpecific  t : that 
ftridlurcs  in  the  urethra  are  as  frequently  fubfequent  to  every  other 
practice  as  from  injection,  although  all  difpaffionate  obfervers, 
and  all  who  do  not  injedf,  prove  dire&ly  the  oppofite  fadt : that 
the  bcft  way  of  curing  a clap  is  to  produce  a compleat  pox*: 
that  powerful  falivations  are  neceflary,  although  much  mifchief 
follows  the  rough  pradfice,  and  although  milder  methods  prove  a 
permanent  cure,  in  millions  of  inftances : that  cauflics  to 

chancres  and  urethral  ftridhires,  are  excellent  remedies;  although 
the  firft  often  produce  buboes,  phymofis,  paraphymofis,  dangerous 
ulcers.  &c.  or  confirmed  poxes,  many  years  after  a fuppofed 
cure;  the  latter,  the  evils  related,  the  lofs  of  the  whole  penis  in 
lome  inftanees,  through  the  jagged  remains  of  which  a new 
paftage  has  been  burned : that  fuppurative  bougies,  which  have 
unqueftionably  cured  fo  many  thoufands,  with  eafe,  fecurity,  and 
permanency,  are  quite  inferior  to  the  uncertain  dilatation  projedt, 
or  to  the  burning  cauftic,  that  has  rendered  fo  many  miferable, 
or  proved  fo  terribly  deftrudtive.  When  thefe  and  many  more 
fuch  impoflibilities  are  irrefutably  proved;  then  may  the  injedtors 
and  caufticators  triumph  ! then  may  the  enterprifing  followers 
of  the  cauftic  banners  continue  unmolefted,  and  march,  armed 
with  the  fiery  weapons,  to  repeat  their  terrible  violations  of  rea- 
fon,  experience,  and  humanity! 

The  CORPS  DE  reserve  fhall  laftly  be  brought  forth  in  de- 
fence of  the  mild  fuppurating  mode  of  treating  urethral  obftruc- 

f It  has  been  ir.finuated  by  fome  furgeons  of  no  An  all  eminence,  that 
there  is  Aippofed  to  be  a little  charlatanerie  in  the  cauftic  bufinefs ; and  while 
that  frightful  practice  is  held  out  as  primum  mobile,  in  many  cafes,  no  cauftic 
is  applied;  but  the  common  methods  are  ufed,  by  which  other  furgeons 
prove  fuccefsful.  In  this  I do  not  fpealc  from  my  own  knowledge,  but  merely 
from  the  affections  jof  others;  who  likewife  affirm,  that  many  cafes  have 
been  treated  as  bougie  cafes,  where  no  obftruCtions,  or  very  little,  exifted. 
It  is  hoped,  for  the  honour  of  humanity,  thefe  aftertions  are  exaggerated, 
and  unfounded. 

* One  Dr.  Mifaubin , a charlatan,  who  caught  the  ear  of  the  great  by 
injections,  firft  poxed  his  patients,  and  then  gave  mercury  to  cure  the  effeCts 
of  his  own  handy  work.  I confider  Hogarth’s  DoCtor  in  Marriage-a-la-Mode, 
with  carious  bones  of  the  fkull,  &c.  as  a fevere  ridicule  of  the  injecting  and 
poxing  practice  of  that  day. 
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tions,  recommended,  and  fo  generoufly  communicated,  by  my  late 
worthy  and  eftcemed  friend  M.  Da  ran.  Here  phyficians  and 
• furgeons  of  the  firft  charafter,  learned  profcllbrs,  all  unite  in 
praifes  of  the  fuccefs  attending  the  fkilful  treatment  for  a period 
of  above  fifty  years  *. 

Life  Alphabetize  de  Medecins  qui  out  attefti  I'Efficacitl  de  la  Met  lode  de 

M.  Daran. 

MESSIEURS 


Ai.ein,  — — 

Balieu  (de),  — | 

Bertrand,  — — 
Bouilhac,  — — | 

Boohiols,  . — — 


Boyer, 


Bruhier,  — — I 

Cantwel,  — 

Casamajor,  — — ' 

Chicotneau,  — | 
Comealdsier,  — ^ 

F%  LCONET,  — — ^ 


I FRRF.IN, 


Doaeur  aggrege  an  College  des  Medecins  a 
Marfeille. 

Confeiller  du  Roi,  Se  Fun  de  fes  Medecins  or- 
dinaires. 

Doyen  du  College  des  Medecins  de  Marfeille. 

Premier  Medecin  de  Monfeigneur  le  Dauphin  Se 
de  Madame  la  Datiplune. 

Dodleur  de  PUniverfite  de  Montpellier,  Medecin 
du  Roi  a Fontainebleau,  ci-devant  Medecin 
ordinaire  de  S.  A.  R.  Madame  la  DuchelTe  de 
Lorraine. 

Dodfeut- Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris,  Cenfenr 
Royal,  & Medecin  ordinaire  dn  Roi. 

Cenfeur  Royal,  Sc  l’urt  des  Auteurs  du  Journal 
des  Savans. 

Dodteur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris. 

Doctenr-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris. 

Confeiller  d’Etat  ordinaire.  Sc  premier  Medecin 
dn  Roi. 

Do  die  vi  r de  PUniverfite  de  Montpellier,  de  la  Fa- 
culte Royale  des  Sciences  de  la  meme  v il le,  & 
ancien  ProfefiTeur  de  la  Faculte  de  Valence. 

Dodteur- Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris,  Medecin- 
Conlultant  du  Roi,  de  1’Academie  Royale  des 
Infcriptions  & Belles-Lettres. 

Dodleur-Rcgent  de  la  Facufie  de  Paris,  Confeil- 
let  du  Roi  & Profelfeur  Royal  de  Medecin  au 
College  Royal,  de  PAcademie  Royale  des 
Sciences.  . 


* M-  Daran  was  hirgeon  to  the  French  army,  counfellor  of  date,  See.  Sec. 
and  much  refpedled  hy  the  faculty  compofing  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery 
at  1 aris,  to  which  learned  body  he  introduced  me  near  thirty  years  ago,  and 
particularly  to  M.  Sabatier,  Moreau,  Louis,  Sec.  Sec.  M.  Daran  was  intimate 
with  my  late  worthy  friend  George  Whatley,  Efq.  treafurer  to  our  Found- 
ling Mofpital,  whofe  whole  life  was  fpent  in  the  mod  generous  adts  of  huma- 
nity and  benevolence:  lie  had  ferved  Daran  at  il  families,  1744,  and  it  was 
ever  gratefully  acknowledged.  1 have  fome  of  the  original  bougies,  made 
at  that  period.  Joyeusf, 


JoVEUSEj  — 


Jussieu  (de), 


i 


l 


Hoc  (lb),  — — 
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Mddecin  ordinaire  des  Galcres. 

^"Ecuyer,  Confeillcr,  Secretaire  du  R0i,  Mai- 
Ion  & Couronne  de  France,  & de  fes  Finances, 
Dodeur  de  Montpellier  Sc  de  Paris,  Profefleur 
en  Botanique  au  Jardin  Royal  des  Plantes,  de 
P Academic  Royale  des  Sciences,  & Membre  de 
Socides  Royales  de  Londres  & de  Berlin, 
f Dodeur-Regent  de  la  Faculty  de  Paris,  ancien  Me. 
J decin  ordinaire  du  Chatelet,  & ordinaire  de  l’Ho- 
tel-Dieu,  & de  l’Hopital  Royal  de  la  Charite  de 
Paris. 

{Confeiller  de  la  Medecine  du  Roi,  Sc  de  fa  Com- 
pagnie  des  Cent-Suifles,  ancien  Medecin  des 
Camps  Sc  Armees  du  Roi. 

{Dodeur  de  la  Faculte  de  Montpellier,  aggrege 
au  College  des  Medecins  de  Marfeille,  & Me- 
decin du  Lazaret  de  Purge. 

| Dodeur  de  la  Faculte  de  Montpellier,  & Medecin- 
1 Confultant  du  Roi. 

Confeiller  du  Roi,  &fon  Medecin  ordinaire. 
Medecin  de  l’Hopital  de  Tarafcon. 


I 


Mo  LIN,  — — 


Moreau,  . — . 

Mo  u ret,  — . — 

Nihell. 

Plunkett. 

Pousse,  pere,  — 


Pousse,  fils,  — 

Procope  Co uteaux 
Rabours  (de),  — 

SlDOBRE,  

Thieullier  (le),— 
Vernage,  — 


Dodeur-Regent  de'la  Faculte  de  Paris.  ' 
f Dodeur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris,  ancien 
1 Profefleur  de  Chirurgie,  & Cenfeur  Royal. 
f Dodeur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris,  ancien 
, < Profefleur  des  Ecoles,  Sc  aduellement  Profefleur 
L de  Chirurgie  en  Langue  Franyoife. 
Dodeur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris. 

Dodeur  de  la  Faculte  de  Montpellier,  Sc  Medecin- 
Confultant  du  Roi. 

C Dodeur  - Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris, 
•s  Confeiller  Medecin  ordinaire  du  Roi  en  fon 
C Grand  Confeil,  Sc  en  la  Prevore  de  France. 

Dodeur-Regent  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris. 


{ 


Lijie  Alphabetize  des  Chirurgiens. 

•MESSIEURS 

.Bacieu,  — -f  ^’rurS'en  Come,  Sc  Chirurgien-Major 

1 des  Gendarmes  de  la  Garde  du  Roi. 
Benomont,  — — Chirurgien  Jure  de  Paris. 

Bergerot,  — — Maitre  Chirurgien  Jure  de  S.  Come. 

Biag  (de),  — — Maitre  Chirurgien  Jure  de  Saint  Come. 

Maitre  Chirurgien  de  S.  Come,  Chirurgien  ordT- 
Boiscaillaud,  — i naire  du  Roi  par  quartier,  & fon  premier  Chi- 
rurgien ordinaire  en  furvivance. 

z BoudoUj 


" "{ 


Boudou, 

Boyer,  — 
Casaubon, 
Cassaing, 
Castaignet, 

Dalbon, 


Darius,  — — 


Daviel,  — — • — . . 


Desport,  — — 

Dulattier,  — — 

Dupont,  — — 
Facet,  — — — 

Faye  (de  la),  — 

Foubert,  ■ — — 

Godefroy,  — — 
Grave  (la),  _ 

IIaye  (de  la),  — 
Hevin,  — — 


Houstet,  — 
Jallet,  — — 
Loustaunau, 
Louxto,  — 
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J Chirurgien  de  S.  C6me,  & Chirurgien  en  chef  de 
\ l’Hotel-Dieu  de  Paris. 

Ci-devant  Chirurgien  - Major  des  Grenadiers  i 
Cheval  de  SaMajefte  Catholique, 

Chirurgien  J ure  de  S.  Come. 

{Chirurgien  Jure  a Paris,  & Chirurgien  du  Roi, 
& ordinaire  en  fa  grande  Artillerie. 

Maitre  Chirurgien  de  Paris. 

{Maitre  en  Chirurgie,  Confeiller  du  Roi,  Infpec- 
teur  des  Boiflfons,  ancien  Chirurgien  de  S.  M. 
en  fon  Artillerie. 

{Maitre  en  Chirurgie,  Membre  de  l’Academie 
Royale  de  Chirurgie. 

Maitre-8s-Arts,  Chirurgien  Jure  de  Marfeille, 
entretenu  fur  les  Galeres  du  Roi,  de  l’Academie 
Royale  des  Sciences  de  Touloufe,  AfTocie  cor- 
refpondant  de  celle  de  Chirurgie  de  Paris, 
Membre  de  l’Inftitut  des  Sciences  de  Bologne, 
Profelfeur  & Demonftrateur  Royal  de  Chirur- 
gie  a Marfeille. 

{Chirurgien  de  la  Reine,  & Chirurgien-Major  des 
Camps  & Armees  du  Roi. 

{Ancien  Chirurgien-Major  des  Armees  du  Roi,  & 
Aide-Major  de  la  Charite  de  Paris. 

Maitre  Chirurgien  de  Saint  Come. 

Maitre  Shirurgien  de  S.  Come,  & de  la  Reine. 

C De  l’Academie  Royale  de  Chirurgie,  Demonftra- 
■<  teur  Royal  pour  les  operations,  ancien  Chirur- 
l gien  desCamps  & Armees  de  S.  M. 
r Maitre  en  Chirurgie,  Chirurgien  ordinaire  dij 
< Roi  en  fa  Cour  de  Parlement,  & ancien  Chi- 
rurgien-Major  de  l’Hopital  de  la  Charite. 
Maitre  Chirurgien  de  Saint  Come. 

{Maitre  en  Chirurgie,  & Chirurgien  ordinaire  du 
Roi  en  fon  Artillerie. 

/-Maitre  en  Chirurgie,  ancien  PrevSt  de  fa  Com- 
J pagnie,  8c  Membre  de  l’Acad^mie  Royale  de 
C Chirurgie. 

/-Premier  Chirurgien  de  Madame  la  Dauphine, 
J Maitre,  Demonftrateur  Royal,  & Secretaire  de 
J l’Acad^mie  Royale  de  Chirurgie  pour  les  cor- 
refpondances. 

Chirurgien  de  l’Academie  Royale  de  Chirurgie. 
Chirurgien  de  S.  C6me. 

Chirurgien  du  Roi  Sc  des  Enfans  de  France. 
Chirurgien  J ure  de  S.  C6me. 


Malaval, 


Ma  LAVAI,,  — 

— — 4 

f Chirurgien  Jure,  Sc  ordinaire  du  Roi  en  fa  Cour 
L de  Parlement. 

Mehaignery  DE 

LA  1 

f Chirurgien  Jure  de  Saint  Come,  Sc  Chirurgien  de 

Richardiere, 

Menjon,  — - 

* 

‘ J 

l feu  S.  A.  R.  M.  le  Due  d’Orleans,  Regent, 
p Maitre  en  Chirurgie  & Membre  de  PAcademie 

1 

L Royale  de  Chirurgie. 

r Maitre  en  Chirurgie  a Paris,  de  PAcademie 

Morand,  — 

- j 

Royale  des  Sciences  & de  celle  de  Chirurgie, 
Cenfeur  Royal. 

Moulin  (du). 

1 

f Maitre  Chirurgien  Jure  de  Saint  Come,  Sc  Doyen 
L de  la  Compagnie. 

Peyronie  (de  la),  -| 

f Ci-devant  premier  Chirurgien,  & Medecin-Con- 
L fultant  du  Roi. 

Poujadf,  — 

- { 

' Chirurgien  privilegie  du  Roi  pour  les  Maladies 
fecrettes. 

Q^intard,  — > 

~i 

- Chirurgien-Major  des  Gardes,  8c  de  M.  le  Grand 
Marechal  de  la  Couronne  de  Pologne. 

Recolin,  

— 

Chirurgien  de  la  Prevote  de  l’Hotel  du  Roi. 

Ruffel,  — — 

-.-I 

'Chirurgien  Jure  de  Saint  Come,  & Chirurgien- 
Major  des  Gardes  du  Corps  du  Roi. 

Sarrau,  — — 

— 

Chirurgien  de  Saint  Come. 

Serres,  — — 

— 

Maitre  Chirurgien  Jure  de  la  ville  de  Montpellier. 

Sue,  — — — 

- 1 

'Chirurgien  Jure,  & Prevot  de  S.  Come  dans  la 
ville  de  Paris. 

Taillard,  — 

Chirurgien  Jure  a Paris. 
approbation. 

J'ai  Iu  parordre  de  Monfeigneur  le  Garde  des  Sceaux  les  Obfervations 
Chirurgie  ales  fur  les  Maladies  de  I'Uretbre  trailers fu'vvant  une  nawuelle  Methode, 
par  M.  Daran,  cinquieme  Edition.  Cet  Ouvrage,  deja  fort  connu,  merite 
d etre  imprime  par  les  bonnes  Oblervations  qu'il  contient.  A Paris,  cc  14 
Jain  1779. 

Sue,  Cenfcur  Royal. 

De  plus,  j’ai  lu  par  ordre  de  Monfeigneur  le  Garde  des  Sceaux,  un 
Manufcrit  portant  pour  litre  : Compnfuion  des  Remedes  employes  par  M.  Daran 
dans  les  Maladies  de  I'Uretbre.  Nous  penfons  que  le  Public  recevra  avec 
plaifir  Sc  reconnoilfance  pour  l’Auteur  un  Remede  fi  utile  a l’humanite. 
A Paris,  ce  21  Juillet  1779. 

Sue. 
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recapitulation  of  the  work. 

'J'HE  origin,  progrefs,  improvements,  and  treatment  of  every 
fpecies  of  venereal  infection  have  been  difcufled,  as  far  as 
this  performance  admitted.  Animadverfions  on  deftrudlive  prin- 
ciples and  practice,  new  or  old  revived  chimerical  projedts,  have 
been  profufely  introduced.  Antivenereal  remedies,  whether 
openly  avowed  and  regular,  or  fecret  and  irregular,  have  been 
examined  and  critici fed.  The  reafons  for  never  treating  any 
venereal  infection  without  mercury,  and  the  necellity  of  banilhing 
powerful  lalivations,  are  fubmitted  to  the  copfideration  of  the 
learned  and  experienced  in  the  medical  profellion : they  are 
founded  in  reiterated  obfervation,  and  admitted  by  the  mod  able 
pradlitioners  in  Europe.  The  merits  of  mild  fuccefsful  pradlices 
and  the  additional  force  of  mineral  alteratives  in  complex  venereal 
cafes,  according  to  circumftances,  conftitutions,  feafons,  and 
climates,  are  energetically  inculcated.  Many  original  and  appro- 
priate prefcriptions  have  been  communicated,  for  the  different 
purpofes  of  pradlice  in  the  variety  of  circumftances  that  occur. 
The  fuperior  utility  of  fumigations  and  of  many  methods  of  treat- 
ment has  been  defended,  which  fleeting  whimfical  hypothefts,  or 
which  inexperience  or  prefumption,  had  rafhly  decried,  without 
any  practical  knowledge  of  their  importance.  Aftringent  injec- 
tions have  been  denionftrably  proved  the  principal  caufe  of  ure- 
thral obftrudtions  and  ftridture.  Mild  methods  of  treating  fuch 
cafes,  with  fafety  and  fuccefs,  have  been  ardently  recommended 
and  fully  authenticated.  Cauffic  bougies,  applied  to  the  urethra 
under  pretence  of  removing  ftridtures,  have  been  fhown  not  only 
inadequate  to  their  intentions,  but  often  dreadfully  deftrudlive  in 
their  confequences.  When  radical  cures  have  been  confidently 
promifed  by  the  caufticators,  and  credited  with  the  warmeft  hopes 
and  expeditions  by  the  deluded  patients,  additional  mifery,  per- 
manent fufferings,  or  a dreadful  death,  have  been  too  often  the 
confequences  of  the  tormenting  delufion.  The  methods  of  alle- 
viating the  horrid  miferies,  which  cauftics  produce  when  applied 
to  the  exquifitely  fenfible  urethra,  are  laftly  introduced,  and 
many  caufes  of  impotence  from  urethral  complaints  explained. 
The  whole  work  is  interfperfed  with  fentiments  and  refledlion$ 
on  many  defedts  of  the  art,  and  what  appeared  the  mod  effedlual 
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means  of  their  removal,  by  a learned  and  pra&ical  education,  fuch 
as  Boerhaave,  Hoffman,  Heifter,  and  other  diftinguifhed  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons  have  poflefled  and  inculcated  Thefe  doc- 
trines are  chiefly -intended  for  the  ferious  perufal  and  contempla- 
tion of  lludents;  and  the  inexperienced,  and  all,  who  have  been 
deluded  by  thofe  and  other  late  chimerical  fallacies,  which  have 
urged  the  neceflity  of  the  prefent  animadverfions. 

conclusion,  &c. 

Having  now  difcharged  a duty  to  the  profeflion,  and  to  the 
public,  from  whom,  through  a long  life,  fo  much  confidence  and 
prote&ion  have  been  experienced,  a fhort  paufe  may  be  requifite. 
— An  apology  may  be  thought  expedient.— An  apology  fhould 
be  offered  for  the  free  cenfures  advanced  ; the  frequent  repetitions 
of  which,  to  fome  readers,  may  prove  difguflful.  To  the  learned 
and  well-informed  many  parts  may  be  thought  redundant;  but  to 
thofe  who  are  inexperienced,  and  have  yet  their  profeffion  to 
learn,  a work  cannot  be  too  explicit  or  inffru&ive.  There  ap- 
peared but  two  modes  of  procedure  on  the  prefent  occafion  ; 
either  filently  to  fuffer  a continuance  of  dreadful  injuries  to  fo- 
ciety;  or  to  openly  expofe  their  evil  tendency.  The  former 
would  have  been  pufillanimous  and  iniquitous  ; the  latter,  there- 
fore, has  been  adopted,  in  order  to  reform  fome  of  thofe  ferious 
abufes,  that  have  been  revived  or  forced  into  the  art  with  more 
fpecioufnefs  and  ralhnefs  than  truth. 

The  cenfures  are  not  levelled  againft  any  particular  pra&itio- 
ners  ; but  formed  on  the  broad  bafis  of  general  and  public  utility. 
Medical  men  fhould  live  in  the  utmofl:  harmony  and  efteem,  and 
never  feel  offended  for  difference  of  opinion.  Fa£!s  alone  fhould 
decide,  and  fagely  direct  their  pradtical  condu£f.  An  affe&ion, 
a warm  affe&ion  for  the  excellent  art  of  furgery,  and  a fincere 
regard  for  its  honour,  prompted  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  the  pre- 

* The  art  of  furgery  is  not  fo  barren  of  intelligence,  if  the  ancient  and 
many  excellent  moderns  be  examined,  as  fome  felf-created  furgeons  have 
pronounced.  This  may  be  eafily  proved  by  only  referringto  the  furgery  of 
Hippocrates,  Celfus,  &c.  Pare,  Dionis,  Heifter,  Sharp,  Le  Dran,  &c.  &c. 
As  to  medical  education,  the  erudite  Boerhaave’s  Methodus  discendi 
Medicinam  may  be  ftudied,  a work  replete  with  folid  learning,  &c.  &c. 
which  no  age  has  equalled.  Schola  Medicine  maybe  likewife  con- 
futed, as  it  contains  the  more  recent  difeoveries  abridged,  &c.  &c. 
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fcnt  publication.  Numerous  pradlitioners,  both  in  town  and 
country,  are  well  informed  of  the  deleterious  effeds  announced, 
and  fome  may  be  found,  more  capable  of  treating  thefe  important 
fubjects.  Many,  who  vehemently  condemn  in  private  converfa- 
lion  the  practices  impeached,  (brink  from  the  ungrateful  talk  of 
publicly  expofing  the  direful  confequences.  Several  have  ex- 
prelTed  an  impatient  defire  to  fee  the  recited  errors  brought  forth 
to  public  view,  and,  if  poftible,  banifhed  ; yet  they  fhift  the 

ONUS  scribendi  on  any  (houlders  except  their  own. So  let  it 

be.  It  is  more  laudable  to  attempt  to  ferve  the  public  with 
moderate  talents,  than  to  fuffer  horrid  mifery  to  be  inflicted  on 
mankind,  under  the  feducing  appearance  of  the  greateft  benefits. 

It  would  argue  great  apathy  and  negligence,  after  immenfe 
experience,  joined  to  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  art  for  above 
forty  years,  not  to  prefent  all  the  fruits  of  conftant  induftry  and 
attentive  inquiry.  It  will  appear,  on  refiedion,  that  I come 
not  to  deftroy,  but  to  fave. 

A ferious  and  interefting  duty  is  now  fulfilled  j a duty  in- 
difpenfably  due  to  the  public  ; to  the  profeflion  ; to  humanity ! 

The  mod  cogent  reafons  have  been  afligned,  why  aftringent 
injedions,  powerful  falivations,  and  cauflic  bougies  (hould  be 
banifhed  for  ever  from  the  pradice  of  furgery. 

Thofe,  who  have  been  attached  to  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injec- 
lions,  have  been  proved  to  be  the  ringleaders  of  the  mod  terrible 
evils,  either  immediate  or  remote,  that  ever  afflided  mankind. 
Relinquilb,  then,  that  favourite  pradice,  that  injurious  preju- 
dice : thus  will  urethral  ftridures  daily  be  reduced  in  number, 
and,  in  time,  be  heard  of  no  more  ! 

As  the  evils  of  urethral  ftridures  mull  occur  fo  long  as  the 
effeds  of  aftringent  injedions,  or  other  mal-pradices  continue  i 
let  not  the  cruel  violent  modes  of  burning  the  moft  fufceptiblc 
parts  of  man  be  adopted  for  their  removal  *. 

Let 

* A diflinguifhed  nobleman  was  raid  to  be  perfe£Uy  cured  by  the  burning 
cauftic  pus,  fames,  and  different  coloured  matter  is  daily  voided  with  the 
urine,  with  additional  callofities  in  moff  parts  of  the  urethra. 

Such  are  the  pretended  cures,  many  inflances  of  which  I have  fcen.  A 
fervant  of  the  fame  nobleman  loft  his  life  by  the  cauftic— Whilft  I am  writ- 
ing this,  a clergyman  is  prefent,  who  unhappily  had  the  cauftic  repeatedly 

applied, 
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Let  not  the  age  of  Arcagathus  return  again  with  redoubled 
fury  ; that  inexorable  monder  of  a furgeon,  who  was  banilhed 
Rome  for  barbarities,  for  the  unheard-of  barbarities  of  furioufly 
running  through  the  city,  cutting  and  burning  whomfoever  his 
rapacious  hands  could  feize  on.  Exclude  favage  ferocity  from 
the  art ; for  he  is  the  mofl  excellent  furgeon,  who  performs  the 
greateft  number  of  cures  with  the  tewed  cruel  operations. 

It  may  be  expended  that  this  work,  however  di&ated  by 
humanity,  mud  produce  private  enemies,  who  will  fecretly 
whifper  what  they  dare  not  openly  avow.  A man  accuftomed  to 
the  detradfion  of  malevolence  for  public  benefits  has  little  to 
apprehend  ; but  mankind  fhould  be  warned  how  they  receive 
calumniating  infinuations  indead  of  truth.  In  this  liberal  fcience 
let  not  the  proverb  be  applied,  figulus  figulum  odit,  me- 
dicus  medicum.  However  events  may  happen,  it  can  only  be 
faid,  that,  unlefs  provoked,  many  additional  proofs  of  the  mif- 
chievous  tendency  of  the  cenfured  doctrines  fiiall  ever  be  fup- 
prelfed  ; but  if  forced,  by  any  defence  of  the  pratlice,  they  (hall 
appear  in  all  their  hideous  colours. 

May  profound  fcience,  prudence,  and  humanity  ever  join 
hands  i n the  mod  ufeful  of  arts ! May  forgery  and  all  the  branches 
of  medicine,  under  the  guidance  of  reafon,  daily  improve  and 
fiourifh  until  time  fhall  be  no  more  ! 

applied,  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three  years;  the  original  caufe  of  his 
ftriCture  was  the  application  of  aflringent  injections,  when  a youth  at  Eton. 
The  ufe  of  cauftic  has  rendered  him  truly  miferable,  who  was  but  tlightly 
fo  before. 

A gentleman  had  a cauftic  lately  applied  to  the  urethra;  cold  fhiverings 
followed,  and  he  died  in  a few  hours! 


THE  END. 
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and  cure  of  such  Diseases  and  Acc  dents  which  properly  belong  to  Domestic  Me- 
dic ine,  (which  have  been  very  briefly  not  ced,  or  entirely  omitted,  in  the  works  of 
Buchan,  Tissot,  and  other  popul  r writers.)  paiticula.Iy  chronic  or  hereditaiy 
complaints,  the  ordinary  management  of  children,  &c.  To  which  are  added,  a 
Collection  of  the  most  approved  Family  Receipts,  and  a complete  Companion  to 
the  Family  Medic  ne  Chest,  interspersed  with  cautionary  remark,,  Si c.  & c.  By 
RICHARD  REECE,  h/T.  D.  hdember  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur.ceon-,  Author 
of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Pharmacopoeia,  &c.  &c.  The  Third  Edition, 
considerably  enlarged  and  corrected,  8vo. 

Critical  Commendations. — “The  present  Edition  of  this  very  useful  wot  ft  is  accl  - 
qated  to  the  venerable  Bishop  of  Landaff,  in  consequence  of  the  high  terms  in 
which  his  Lord, hip  had  recommended  it  when  ii  first  appeared  before°the  public. 
The  book  is  clear,  comprehensive,  and  calculated  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of 
domestic  reference,  and  in  our  opinion,  must  prove  more  useful  than  similar  pub- 
lications of  notoriety.  The  part  which  treats  on  the  diseases,  & c of  Children, 
<ve  seriously  recommend  to  the  perusal  of  all  Parents  and  others  who  may  be  en- 
trusted with  the  management  of  Children  in  the  first  stages  of  life.” — Anti-Jacobin 
Review,  Pages  81  and  82. 

This  work  is  also  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  residentiary  Clergy,  and 
Families  in  the  country,  who  cannot  command  immediate  medical  assistance,  and 
particularly  such  as  are  predisposed  to  constitutional  or  hereditary  diseases,  in  the 
Physical  and  Medical  Journals,  the  Annual  Review,  the  London  Review,  the 
Critical  Review,  Monthly  Epitome,  &c. 

7.  A MEDICAL  GUIDE  fcr(  the  INVALID  to  the  principal  WATERING 
PLACES  of  Great  Britain,  containing  a View  of  the  Medicinal  Effects  of  Water : 
1st,  As  applied  to  the  Body' in  its  Simple  State.  2d,  As  exhibited  in  its  impregnated 
or  mineral  State.  3d,  As  employed  in  this  Form  for  the  cure  of  particular 
Diseases,  with  their  Mode  of  Treatment  : and  4th,  As  assisted  in  its  Effects  by 
the  Situation  and  Climate  of  the  Watering  Places  resorted  to.  Ey  WILLIAM 
N IS  BET,  M D.  Fellow' of  the  Royal  College  of  Edinburgh,  &c.  Si  c.  121110. 
Price  5s.  6d.  in  boards. 

This  volume  will  be  found  eminently  useful,  as  it  contains  not  only  the 
substance  of  every  modern  publication  on  mineral  waters,  and  a particular  de- 
scription of  the  properties  of  those  at  all  the  fashionable  watering  plates,  but 
likewise  very  copious  remarks  on  the  diseases  for  which  they  afe  beneficial.’’ — 
Anti-Jacobin  Revie-zv,  Jan.  1806. 

8.  A MANUAL  of  ANATOMY  and  PHYSIOLOGY,  reduced  as  much  as 
possible-to- -a '’Tabular  form,  for  the  purpose  Of  facilitating  to  Students,  the  acqui- 
sition of  these  Sciences.  By  THOMAS  LUXMOORE  , member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales ; Surgeon  to  the  Hon.  Artillery  Company,  and  the'Eastern  Dispensary. 
Small  8vOi  Price  8s.  6\1.  in  ‘Boards.  * 

9.  THE  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE,  for  Inquiring  into  the 
Gases  of  supposed  Small  Pox  after  Vaccination,  which  occurred  in  Fu  lwood’s 
Rents,  Holborn,  with  an  Acconnt  of  some  subsequent  Inoculations,  8vo.  Price  is. 

ro.i  QUACKERY  UNMASKED. — On  Tuesday, April  1st,  was. published,  Price 
2s.P.  No.  l',-(<to  be  continued  occasionally),  of  the  MEDICAL  OBSERVER,  con- 
taining a full  atfb-  particular  Account  of  Quack  Medicines,  particular  y such  as  are 
advertised  under' 'fictitious  Nantes,)  "their  Composition,  and  the  serious  Conse- 
quences resulting  from  their  indiscriminate  Use;  interspersed  with  such  Inf  rma- 
tion,  as  cannot  out  prove  highly  instructive  and  enterta  ning  to  tho  c who  are  in 
the  habit  of  patronizing  and  encouraging  Empirical  Practices, 
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